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THE TEMPLE LUT IN JACKSON-
COUNTY

THE taking ol depositions in the suit
brought by the Reorganized or
“Josephite’” Church against the
Church of Christ or ‘*Hedrickites,*’ for

potsession of the Temple grounds at
Independence, Missouri, was resumed
at that place on the 18th inst. Among
the witnesses examined wan Charles
Johnson, of Bouthwest, Missouri, who
married Maria Louise Cowdery,
daughter of Oliver Cowdery. It wap
through Johneon that the ‘Jogephites®
obtained the guit-claim deed on which
they tare one of their pretended
“rights’’ to the property in question.
His wife and her mother died a short
time ago withln forty-eight hours of
sach other, and particulare were pub-
lished ip our ¢olumng.

In ¢ross-examivation it was diclosed
that this map' and his wife had done
conglderable business in signing quit-
claim deeds for land to which they
deoclared they held title, people payiog
them 1in order to quiet litigation. From
the Kaneas City Journal we learn that
the witness claimed that through his
wife’s inheritance by reason of being
the daughter of Oliver Cowdery, who
had jarge real estate intereatsin Jack-
son county in an early day, he had
title to seventy-tbree acres in thbe west-
ern portion of the city and also in
Kanpeas City. The witnees stated that
about two years ango Bishop Kelley, of
the Reorganized church, hai visited
him and paid bim $100 for a quit-claim
deed to tire Temple jot.

Jobpson signed theqult-claim deed,
he said, for the $100 and an oral con-
rideration. The ora] congideration was
that guit should be brought for the
poezeagion of tho Temple lot,and all ex-
penses of such suit were to be pald by
tne church. The outcome of this suit,
the witness thought, would mafbrially
aid him ip establishing his claim to the
iand without expenge to himself. Af-
ter once establishing his claim in the
Circuit court of tbe United Blates, he
would be able to reap a harvest of
thekels from property owners who
would, In order to sell their property,
have to give a clear titte. Bome of the
finest residences in the city are located
on this land, and Johnson could ¢ollect
handsomely from people who have
dwelt in fancied security.

In addition te this shaky title pur-
chased by the Josephites, they base
their ciaim on the absurd notion that
the origina! Church of Jesus Christ of
Liatter-day Bainis was disorganized_ at
the death of Joseph and Hyrum Bmith,
and that the “*Reorganized?? church is

ized by a vaeancy In the office of
President, the entire Church becomes
disorganized and a new Church has to
be started or the whole thing is dead.
Aﬁdnat this ridiculous notion ie the
established order of tBe Priesthood as
pet forth in the Doctrine and Coven-
ants, by which the Church is to be
perpetuated, its Presidency chosen and
appointed by the body, and all vaean-
cies in ite quorums and councile filled,
that it may endure for ever,

Whatever errore of doctrine and
discipline may have been imblbed by
the “Hedrickites,’”they are in peaoc-
able and lawful possession qof the
property which they bave bought and
paid for, and the present underbanded
attempt to oust them and wrest from
thera tbis tand, cannot be too strongly
condemued by fair and honest people.

A CAREER OF EXTRAVAGANCE.

THE taxpayers of .Sallt. Lake Clty
should pay atteotion to what la going
on in the City Council. If they will
read the minutes of the meetings of

that body they will learn that the ex-
travagance unnd recklessness of the
preceding ‘Liheral’’ body are not only
reproduced but increased inthe pres-
ent. Nearly every week new offlces
with Iarge salaries are created, and
schemes evlged to spend the people’s
money unnecessarily. The lateat propo-
sition is to bond the ecity to 1ts utmost
legal limit, The sum of $600,600 is
wanted in addition to the regular in-
come from taxes, liovnses, fines, etc.,
and it i3 boldly ‘demanded and will
very likely be obtained by bonds at
five per cent, interest.

It will be found on investigation and
In experience that the large expendi-
tures1n process and in prospect, like
the extemsion of waler-mains to ub-
inhabited districts, are cbiefly in the
interest of real estate wpeculatorsand
with n view to their profit’ . There
should be a check on this spendthrift
gpirit and thie pandering to the de-
munds of a speculative class. It was
expected by many citizens of different
parties that the Mayor, as 8 man of
property Pnd experlence in local af-
airs, would act in & vonservative apirit
and hold the reins of control ag far ar
possible over the more radical mem-
bers of the Council. Whether his
~*Liberal” affinities will permit of the
exercise of this restraining influence
is a mntter of doubt. But the heauties
of “Liberal’* control are becoming
more and more spparentto tbe bur-
dened and helpless taXxpayers.

————

THE CiTY OFFICIAL APPOINTING
POWER.

THEl-tE uppears to be, in the minds
of the present city officlals, some very
wide-range ideas with regard to the
distributlon of the appeinting power.
Ap aD instance, at 1ast night’s sesslon
of the City Council, Treasurer Duke,
with much comglncency, potified that
hody that he bad appointed A. C.
Reere license 1nepector and requested
that the appointment be confirmed.

Is there such an oflice as *‘license
inspector??’ 1fso, what are hls duties?

ite successor. On this theory,every time
the First Presidency becomes disorgan-

Does it devolve upon him to look after

other officials and see that they attend .
properly to their business, or what? An
inspection of the published volume of
ordinances throws no light on these
questions. Neither does that book
furnish any evidence to the effect that
the appointing power to any office is
vested in the treasurer.

We havenlready directed atlention
tec this subject—the appointment of
officers apide from the Mayor and
Council, the quesflon having been
brougbt up by recent actione of the
committee on public construction.
They notified fhe council that they
had appeinted an inspector of retaln-

 ing walls and an inspector of side walks

for tbe Beventh and ILighth paving
districts. On the facoe of these trans-
actions it appears as if the question of
their advizabillty is still pending, as
the subject was referred to the com-
mittee on streeta, It is learned, how-
ever, that the first committee had not
only made theappointment in the case
of the retaining wall sinecure, but had
set the appointee agoing in the per-
formance of hia nlleged duties befere
sending in any nbpotification to the
councii.

Even tbe so-called pavement in-
spector has--so we nre informed—Leen
set to work in performing bis real or
imaginary labore. Yet the guestion of
these appointments, involving the pay-
ment of $200 a montb, is still pending
in the hande of the committee on
streeis, whicb has as yet made Do re-
port, and the Cuuncil has taken no ae-
tion. What kind of & city government
is thls, anyway?

—_—

WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

TiE woman suffrage bill which re-
cently passed the New York assembly
by a vote of 09 to 34 reade ae follows:

““An Act to prevent discrimination on
account of sex at elections,

“The people of the State of New York,
represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

“Section 1. Every eitizen irreapective
of sex shall hereafter be entitled to vote
for all and every officer hereafier to be
elected in this Siate, and on any (nestion
submitted to a vote of the people, and it
ghall be unlaw(ul to make any discrimin-
ation between eitizexs on naccount of sex
at such elections. .

Section 2. No poll clerk, lnspector of
election or other election officer or per-
son fulfilling such duties shall hereafter
refuse to register or to receive the vote of
any adult citizen at any snch electlon by
reason of the scx of such ecitizen, prp-
vided such citizen shall in all other res-
pecis poBsess the qualifications now re-
qoired by law,

" Section 3. Thia actshall take effect July,
1893.

This bill e now before the Benate,
hut in spite of the growlng influences
in ite favor it ie not likely ts become a
iaw at present. Prejudice ie an un-
reasoning force and requires time and
progress to ovreome it. Women them-
selves are not united in demanding it,
and this is coosidered a potent argu-
ment against it. Ite fallacy Is easily
exposed, for It is eyident thal no per-
son Bhould be deprived of a right
which he justly clalms because gp-
other does not want it, Lut reason cuts
very little figure when custom apd
prejudice prevail,




