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LETTER NO. XXXI.

- Wednesday, Septem'er 11th, 18gs.
This is my second Wednesday this
week. I spent the day at Fagaiu, Sa.
moa, culling historical data from_the
mission records being assisted by Elder
William G. Sears, the secretary of the
mission.

Thursday, September 12th. I con-
tinued my labors of yesterday, and also
visited the private graveyard, located
oo a hill about three hundred yards
southeast of the mission house, where
the earthly remains of Elder Ransom
M. Stevens, Sister Ella A Moody and
three children of Eider Thomas H. Hil-
ton and wife, are deposited. Elder
Stevens died April 28th, 18g4; Sister
Moody, May 24th, 1895. Elder Stevens
is burled in'the grave that was formerly
occupied by the remairs of Sister Kate
E. Merrill, who died in 1891, but whose
remains were taken home by her hps-
band, when he returned from his mis-
sion in 18g4. Sister Merri]l was the first
of our missicnaries who died in Samoa.
Compared to time and nnmber, the Sa-
moan mission history recordsmore deaths
among our missionafies than any other
mission we have so far established as a
Church—one Eider, two missionary sis-
ters and three children, in seven years,
out of eighty missionaries who, since
1888, bave been sent from Zioa to labor
in Samoa and Tonga.

The Samoan mission embraces two
important groups of the South Pacific
Islands, namely: Samoa, or the Navi-
gator Isiands, and Tonga, or the Friend-
Iy Islands. At present, 33 Elders from
Zion are laboring as missionaries on the
two groups, 1o wil: 23 in Samoa and 10
in Tonga. Ot those engaged in the
ministry in Samoa, 11 are laboring on
the island ot Upolu; 6 on Savaii and 6
on Tutuila. There are 11 regularly or-
ganized branches of the Church, which
also constitute that many permanent
missionary stations. at each of which
two Elders are localed, except at head-
quarters at Fagalii, where there are at
present three, including the president of
the mission. At all these stations or
branches, regular Sabbath meetings,
and in some, Sunday schools are held,

resided over and conducted hy the
%Iders who, however, are assisted by
nalive Saints. According to the statis-
tical report for 1894, there were al the
beginmng of the present year, 263 native
Saints in the mission, namely: 147 males
and 116 females. Of the native breth
ren, 25 held the Pri sthood; 4 of them
being Elders, 2 Priest, 13 Teachers and
6 Deacons. ©Of the total number of
pative Saints menlioned, 97 were on the
island ot Upolu; 84 on Tutuila and
Aumu: 71 on Savail, and 11 in Tonga.
To this might consistently be added 107
children belonging to members of the
Church, namely: 42 on Upolu; 27 oa
Tutuila; 32 on Savaii, and 6 in Tonga
Since the mission was first established
in Samoa, in 1888, all the villages on the
threc principal islands (Upolu, Savaii
and Tutuili} have been wisited, most .of
them many umes. Tracts have also
been distiibuted in all the villages and
meetings held in nearly all. The Elders
stationed at the respective branches in
Samoa, do not confine their labors, by
any means, 1o the particular village in
which the meeting house or their head-
quarters are located, but extend their
operations to the surrounding country.

Thus every village on the three islands
name, are included in some one of the
missionary circuits As a ru'e the na-
tives are kind and hospitable to the E[-
ders as they travel among them. When
visiting in the outlying villages, they are
always invited in and treated to food
and, lodging, the best the people have,
free of charge. When at their regular
stations, the Elders make their home in
the respeciive meeting houses, which
are generally partitoned off into 1wo
rooms, the smaller of which is occupied
by tne Elders as a private apartment,

znd the larger one reserved for meet-
ing purposes, When at stheir stations
the natives always bring them the neces-
sary food, which generally consists of
taro, bread fruit, bananas, yams, fish,
oranges and other kinds ol fruts. The
Elders have learned from long experi

ence. that this kind of dietl is healthier
and hetter for them while in the tropics,
than imported or foreign food. In trav-
eling around on the difierent islands, the
brethren generally travel on foot; occa-
sionally also in small boats along the
coasts, but the latter mode s fraught
with considerable danger, and has of
late years been discouraged. In going
from island to island, passages are often
ohtained on trading schconers and other
small crafis, iree of charge; at other
nmes they have to pay. There are no
inter island steamship accommodation
in Samoa. The white traders, most of
whom have married Samoan wives, are
generally geod to the Elders, and have
shown them numerous acts o! kindness.
The Germans consutute the butk ¢f the
white population in Samoa. After them
tbe English and Americans rank as to
number, and there are also a few Scan-
dinavians. Seven white men are among
those baptized in Samoa. In this con-
nection | may also state that from 1888,
when the mission was first opened, til
the close of 1894, 342 persons were bap-
tized in the Samoan mission, namely:
37 on the island of Aumuu; 103 on Tu

wila; 111 in Upolu; 78 on Savail, and 13
m the Tongan part of the mission, Of
1his number, 57 have been excommuni-
cated and 22 are dead.

The natives of Samoa are a fine race
of people physically, and as fair skinned
as the nalives of Hawaii and Tonga.
But while the Tongans are compelied
by Jaw 1o cover their bodi=s from shoul-
der to knee, no such law exists in Sa-
moa. Hence, the na ives, on ordinary
occasions, confine their clothing to their
vale vale, or waist cloth. Qa Sundays,
however, the men wear a shirt, and the
women a sort ot sash in addition to the
vale vale.

The opportunities of obtaining a
livelihood in native style in Samoa, are
very good. It requires next to no «ffort
at all to obtain the necessary food.
Taro or kalo, grows with but a very lit-
tle help, in the shape of cultivalion, and
this is the staple article of food on the
group, Biead fruit is picked from the
trees as It ripens, for several months
during the year, and the cocuanut is al-
ways to be had. Its flesh is used by the
natives in the preparation of many of
their “*rare dishes *?
fruit is out of season, apd the people
have neglected to plant taro,they are
somelimes compelled to subsist, tor
months together, on bananas. At diff-
erent times in past years, when the
islands have been visited by huriicanes,
which have blown down ail the bread
fruit and cocoanuts and cfien pulled up

When the bread,
j [ame, remarks that they carry their hab-

or broken down the trees themselves,
the people have Feen reduced to a point
of starvation, until they could plant and
reap bananas, or until the next crop of
bread frui¢ would ripen. The group of
Manua is an exception to this There
the people always lieep a year's supply
on hand, and by this precaution have
always escaped famine.

Oua the same principle that food is ob-
tained so easy on Samoa, the natives
also desire to secure salvation on as easy
terms as possible. Hence, our Elders,
with their practical religion a‘d their
“'faith and works?' doctrines_have a hard
time of making converts. The sectarian
“way to heaven” by faith alone is, as a
rule, much preferred by the South Sea
Islanders.

_ From a Samoan geography, published
in 1887, and trcm many olher souices,
I glean the following: The Samoan
group is situated hetween south latitude
13° 30" and 14° 20/, and west longilude
169° 247 and 172® 45*. There are ten in-
habited islands in tne group, anf a num-
ber of very small islets not inhabited.
The distance from the Manua group,
which is situated the farthest east, to the
westermost point of Savaii, the west
island, is 265 miles. The names on the
east are: Tau, Olosega, Ofu, Aupuu,
Tutuiia, Nuutell, Upoiu, Manona, Apg-
lima and Savaii. The three first named
constitute the Manua group, which have
a separate and distinct government of

_lheir owil. The total area of all the
islands is 1,650 square miles, and the
numoer of inhabitants 34 000, The

three islands, Upolu, Savan and Tutu-
ila, are by far the largest and most im-
portant, and contains the great bulk of
the inhabitants. Samoa may be re-
garded as onme of the lovliest, most
agrecable and productive of all the
South Sea groups. The fertility of the
soil is such that the cultivation of tropi-
cal plants yields abundant returns, and
the means of subsistence are perhaps
more easily obtamned here than in an
other part of the world. All the islands
belonging to the Samoan group are vol-
caniC, and their appearance are enchant-
ing 1n many places, where the fine, ter-
tile plains exiend to the fuot of the
wooded hlils, The Samoan Island are
quite subject to hurricanes, being sitg-
ated so pear equator, where the disas-
trous stornis are frequent. In April
1850, the capital {Apia) was almest en-
tirely desirgyed by one, and the terrible
storm of March 15th and 16th, 1889, by
which seven American and German inen-
of-war were either totally or partly de-
stroyed, Is a circumstance still fresh in
the memory of newspaper readers,
Earthquakes are also ffequent in Sa-
moa, but not very severc; and they do
littie damage owing to the elasticity and
strength o1 the native dwellings, which
are entirely consiructed of posis and
light raiters securely lashed together.
The Samoans are classed among the
fairest of all the Polynesian races; and
although mot so much advanced in the
arts and manufactures as some of their
neigzhbors, surpass them all in many of
the characteristics of a race cnibzation.
Captain Erskine, of Pacific navigation

it.s f cleanliness and decency to a
higher point than the most fastidious ol
civilized nations, Their public meet—
ings and discussions are carried on with
a dignily and forbearance which Euro-
peans never e€qual; while even in the
neat o war, they have shown them-



