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A FREE SEAT

he was old and poor and a stranger
inin the great metropolis

As be bentbeat his steps thitherward
to a stately eoeedificeJ

outside bobe inquires what church laIs this
church otof Christ gr he hears them say

1

ahi fushfust thothe placelice I1 am looking sorlor
a I1 trust he is13 here todayto day

ai through the spacious columned

n fideor
and up thetho carpeted aisle

and aaas behe prpassed on many arwearme
he saw surBUrsurpriseprise and smile

fromroom pow to pew up one entire side
f thenthem acrossacross the broadbrood front apalejfrom pow to pow down the other side

liehe walked with the same siowslow pace

1 not a friendly yboteo had bid him sit
11fi11to baistenlisten to gospel truth

not a sign ofdedeferenceprence hadbad been paid
ato thetho aged one by youth
nozo door was opeopaopened by generousus handband

i the pew were paidpaia for rented
7j and hahd waswag aastaBtranar old and poorspoor
a5 1 I not a

t As he paused a moment outside to think
y- n i rhenthen pumpassed into the street

up to hisbig shoulder hebe lifted SAOa stone
that laylalay in at lits feet

andand up the broad grand aisle I1

orthaottha pewsy
choosing a placa tosao and hearbear

hahe maddamadgamademada a seat pihpitfonfor hisbis use

calmlybahniy sitting upon the huge stonestones

rtdeeueeato folding his hands on hiskhis kneesneenneek
slowly reviewing thethi

A great contuslohlebb sembees arf4
many a la crimsonedcrim shamebhame

samid whisper together sore

y and wish they had been more courteous
TO 60 stranger oldoid and poor

As itby magic some liftylisty doors
open instantaneously

and as many seats and books and handsbands
VY arearo proffered hastily

0 his stone fortor a crimsonedcrim ww
ing a tear agwayo

jle gm
kiil icaneaisa a inhintmistakestake after all

t AS thatChristriat bamecame late that day

the preachers disscoursecourso was eloquent

thothe organ in finest tone
butnut the most impressive sermon heardbeard

0 irisirig preached byabya humble stone
ewas a imsonlosson of lowliness and worth

thatchat lodged in many a heart
kf
and the66 church preserves that sacred donostone

that the truth may not depart

a O maom
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jntn chetie salt lake assembly halzhazz
Akaj jy afternoon Jrjanuaryanuar

atV 1881

reported BY JOHN irvine
I1 can endorse heartily the re

marksmias that have been made tousto us
ifieby brother rohnlohn ij smith an old

yA0 whom I1 am pleased to
j Jyen 1I eelfeel gratified to know thattha the

is still laboring forfoi israel that his
heart is in the right place and that
his desires are as they always have

J feero so far as iI1 have been acquaint-
ed with him to serve god to keep
his commandments and teach1

ineneoinmenensoso
J When Jesus was on the earth hebe

hadbaidbaldsaidfad whosoever therefore shallMbreakmaa onetine of these least command
j ments and shall teach men so hea ishallTshallhail be called least in the kingdom

pi u of heaven but whosoever shall do
and teach them the same shall be
called great in the kingdom of hea

xenvenyen 21 I1 believe it is the object and
desire of all our brethren who araree

z called to occupy responsibleI1 postI1
p a 4 in the midst of the peoplepeople tto

i carry out this saying of jesusjesue that
is to keep his commandments

tasatazot themselves and to teach others to
do the same this desireI1 at any
gateirate should animate everyevely oneon who
is called to be a servant of god it
is not enough to believe in the gos-
pelai it is not enough to havehava falthfaith in

I1
gothe work that god almighty has
commenced on the earth it is not
enough to have a testimony that
joseph smith vaswas a prophet of god
that angels have come from heaven
restored the gospel and brought
back the ancient priesthood that
god has commenced the great lat-
ter day work sspokenken of by all the
ancient prophertprophetspropheushers and that we are
called to assist in that work a mere
testimony that this is the case is
not enough we are called to be
workers of righteousness and we

t arare not only called to do what is
right butbit also to aid in establishing
righteousness on the earth by teach-
ing others to follow ourofir example

i the religion which we have re-
ceived is a practical religion it
offers something for us to do

all the limetimetime there is no need
for usug at any time to stand
still we are called to
be active workers in the cause of
god every man and every woman
who has received the gospel and
been baptized into the church is
expected to take an active part in
this work not to leave it to those

I1 who are called upon to preside in
the various wards and stakes and
over the church of god but each
one of us has an individual interestt
in this church or ought to have
and should manifest it by a desire to
do something that the work of
our god may roll forward in the
earth

we have hadbad made plain to our
understanding some few of the first
principles of salvation and these
have been made clear to our minds
not merely as objects of faithyfaithsfalthfaith but
as something for us to lay hold of as
a guide to murfeeouroun beet asaas a light to our
path and as an incentive to action
we are called to be saints not only
in ahe assembly hallhal or in the
tabernacle or in the place of prayer
but in every condition of life andaud to
bring into practice those things that
god has made known to us to influ-
ence us in all that we do
might be a different people from
the great mass of mankind striving
after the condition of sainthood
that is to become holy inin the lord
to be sanctified in all our being to
the service of the y and the
establishment of his kingdom and
government on the earth that is
what rewe are here for in these val-
leys of the mountains

there is an idea in the world con-
cerning religious affairs that they
are mere matters of sentiment
something to think about some
think to pray about something
to sing about something to
exaltexalt tthehe ffeelingseelings thisthid is all very
good so far as it goes but it is orionlyay a
small part of religion religion is
not a mere matter of emotion or of
centimesentiment or of feeling true re-
ligion is something to guide us to
make Usits better to teach us in everyelvery
respect true religion willvoli teach us
boftohow to use properly every power
with which our great creator has
endowed us true rellrefireligiongionglon not onlytuly
affects the spiritual part ofour being
the in pantpart ofdf man or
woman but affects the whole na-
ture mental and
itite comes here on the earth andarid is
fitted to our condition where we live
and while we live it is adapted to
us todayto day it not only unfolds to us
somethingof the future and elevates
that standard of beauty and perfec-
tion before us that we expect some
time to arrive at but it unfolds to us
our duty todayto day and tellstelis us how to
actabt hiin every movement of our lives
and in everyovery condition in which we
maybemay be situated in fact there is no
place that we may be called upon to
occupy or in which we may find
ourselves where our religion ought
not to influence us in what we
should do not only does our reli-
gion comecolne to us to influence us in our
acts in our bodies as well as our

but ft alsoaiso comes to us adltp di-
rect us in our thoughts that we may
learn to think aright that we may
be able to turn our minds in the pro-
per channel so that we may think
good thoughts and not evil that we
may have good desires and not evievil
and that we may become so80
oledfoedoedfled in our natures that the spirit
and influence which come direct
from god our heavenly father who
dwells in the bosom of
descend into our souls and have free
and uninterrupted access thereto
and that we may become saints in-
dividually and collectively a royaroyal
generation a peculiarpecullar peopleleople zealous
of good works this is the kind of
religion we have received

when we heard the gospel and be-
lieved in christ and in god the fa-ther and went orthforthf repenting ofanaand were baptized for the
remission of sins and received theholy ghost by the laying on of
hands this was the beginning of our
religion these were the preliminary
steps in the path that leads to the
presence of god when we came
into the church having put off fhethe
old man with his dedeedsed we were
supposed to have put on christ to
pattern after him in alallaliI1 ouourr netsacts to
seek for his spirit to be guided bbyy
his example so that by and by we
might become as hebe iais and atfit to
stand where he stands in the pres-
ence of god and abide there some
people who are in the church of je-
sus christL of latter day saints as
well as Bsomeome people outside the
church have an idea that salvatsalvationioniun
consists in belonging to a certain
sect or party or in having a certain
condition of mind they do not
grasp the idea that exaltation is ononly
brought about through a natusnatural

prprocessicess the putting away of that
which is evil and laying hold of that
which is good the putting away of
that which is wrong and taking hold
of that which is right departing
from the ways of the world and
walking in the ways of god we
need to understand this fully and
clearly my brethren and sisters
you and I1 will not be saved in the
presence of god with an exaltation
like that which is held out to uszis

because we are called jeatter
day saints pror because we have
complied with a certain form of reli-
gion or even because we have gone
into sacred places and received holy
ordinances whereby we might0 be
washed and cleansed and mide
anew and anointed unto righteous-
ness we shall notnott be brought up
into the presence of our father to
abide there and participate in his
glory simply because of these things
if we ever get there to stay it will
be because we arearo fitted to be there
because we are prepared to abide his
gloryglor to stand in his presence and
rejoice with him and aid him ina his
glorgiorgloriouslous works in the midst of
the universe we will stay there
because we are like him and fit to
be where he is if it is found that
we are not like him that we are not
of his spirit not actuated by the
same motives that animate his bo

governed by the same laws
we shallshail not be able to abide his
preprapresenceeneeeneoence and cannot stay there if
we do stay there it will be because
we are fit to ba there in the nature
of things because natures corres-
pond with his our spirits harmoniz-
ing with his our acts being concontrol-
led

troi
by the same motives and gov-

erned by the same laws as those by
which he governs himself and not
merely because we havebare adopted a
certain creed not merely because
delavewe have botvedboived to a certain fortnotform not
merely because we have submitted
to certain ordinances and cerelaceretaceremo-
nies

0

all thethesetherere ordinances and ceremo-
nies instituted by the almighty and
comprehended in that which is18 call-
ed the gospel are necessary there
is no such thing as nonessentialnon essential
ordinances everyeveny one of them is es-
sentialsent ial ealNalexaltationtation cannot be ar-
rived at without them
tion doedoes4 not consist of the mere
compliance to certain arms and
ceremonies the almighty hashad
instituted and placed in hisbis church
there is something more required
something superior to all this what
is it it is the spirit that comes
from our father to dictate us in
every act to make uaus righteousteo andid
holyboly unto the lord and to sanctify
us and bring us into complete sub-
jectioneatoecto to and harmony with the laws
that gogovernv rn the celestial kingdom
there is no0 real happiness either jnin
this word ofor the world to comecomo ex-
cept through obedience to proper
lawjaw that is the only way that
happiness can be obtained we
ought to understand this and
teach it to our children there is a
spirit growing in the world which
leamleads mankind to throw offrestraint
to cast aside laws and regulations
which leads deoppeople16 to become
unto themselves tinsthis is the
teaching of spiritualism that
peeping and muttering system the
ex of that faith if it may
be called a faith teach the doctrine
of mankind becoming a jawlaw unto
themselves no forms no ceremo-
nies no regulations each one inde-
pendent himself and herself
now while we sing sometimes

know thisthia that everyeveny soulboul Is13 free
to choose his umeute and what hell be

and while we acknowledge
for this eternal truth Is given

that god will forcesorce no man to heaven
on other hand we recog-

nize the fact that there is a law
given to all things in the economy
of god in the heavens above and in
tho earth benebeneathath all kingdomsq
have a law given so we are told
here in the book of doctrine andcovenants we learn from that
book that there are many king-
doms for there is no space in which
there is no kinkingdomadom and there id19 no
kingdom in which tlethetherere isis no sspacepaced
eitherelther a greater or lesser kingdom
alidand unto everyevery kingdom is given a
lav midand unto every law there are
centacertainbounds aisoalso ind conditionsevery kingdom that is governed by
law is preserved by law and sancti-
fied by the same no matter in Wwhathatbatpart of the universe it may be and
those who abide the javjailaws of that
kingdom and that condition in which
they find themselves gain hahappi-
ness

pplappl
and are preserved and sanctisanctifiednnedfled

rintriniand become exalted thereby now
although these laws are given ofgodgoll they do not interfere with the
volition of man every man has
his free agency light and truth

areire placed before us truth and eitoreltorerror
ireare here and we can choose the one
indand refuse the other or refuse the
oneme and choose the other just as it
wastyas with our first parents in the
garden of eden the history of the
fall is placed before us thatthab we might
understand this great principle of
agency the tree of life and the tree
of death the tree of light and the
tree ofdarkness the lord hasseldhas saidsald
to us in subssubstancee 1I have placed
before you truthtroth and error choose
which you will recreceiveelveeive you can
receive the light or the darkness
you can receive the truth or the
errorerron as you please butlut by and by
you must give an account of your
actsact ryk we find ourselves here on
this planet that god has created for
us a branch of his great family and
hee has given us certain principles to
govern ourselves by he does not
force them upon us god will force
no man to heaven orto hellheli but if
we choose we can lay hold off these
principles and be governed thereby
and by doing that we will be im-
proved in our nature in to
our recereeereceptioneption of light andI1 truth and
exaltation will come to us on this
principle and no other

this spirit of so called
deneedence or liberty as 30someme persons
misuse the termterm is spspreadingreading
throughout the world it has its in-
fluence among uaus there is to a
certain extent in our midst a desire
and disposition to throw otoff the re

that comescoines from the beads of
families the influence that parents
exercise pyoveroyeror childrenchildr 10io rebel
aagainstt the laws of the cocommunitymmu ttaichn which we live to resistt tbthee re-
striction

e
that coicolcornescoineses from the laws

of the land andaud from the laws of the
church the lawslawt of god this
spirit exists to a great extent in the
world and is bound to have mommore or
less effect upon us herein the moun-
tains because although we are in
some degree separated from the
world yet we are also connected
with the world and must expect as
aparta part of the human family that
some among us will be more ororiorl
less affected by this spirit hownow
we ought bogetto get this idea clearly
upon our minds and upon the minds
of our children we ought to un-
derstandderstand thethed necessity of yielding
obedience to proper lawsjaws wroughtwe ought
to learn to understand the laws that
pertain to our bodies io0 that they
may be kept healthy and we
should become fully acquainted laithth
the laws that govern our churchevery principle that god liasha re-
vealed should be clear to our minds
and in order to understand them we
should teadread the books given to us
the bible the book of mormongormon and
the book ofdoeDobdoctrinetrine and covcovenantsenacts
these ought to direct us in our every
day lives then when we come to
meeting and brethren speak
thefordthe word pfaf the lord we should try
to treasure up in our hearts the
the words of liferife put them into ardeprac-
tice and also teach the same to our
children for it is anon this principle
that we willivill become prepared to go
into the presence of god by and by
and not merely because we are call-
ed saints not merely because we
have been ordained to some office
in the priesthood not merely be-
causecause we mvmanhavemav have been put into
some position tto0 ppresidereside or direct our
fellows this will nolnotexalt us but
thetho practice of what is right and true
will exalt us in fact every person
in doing what is good and right is
naturally bettered thereby and ev-
ery individual in doing what is evil
is degraded thereby all our acts
are known by the powers on high
whom we cannot see they un-
derstandderstand us although we may think
no one sees what we doyet though no one shouldshouid
see us if no one ourselves knows
our acts if we do what igis evil and
debadindebasing we are that much the
worse for it ifwe do that which is
right and good we are that much the
better for it and if we practice
righteousness and teach menn so we
will become great in the kinhinkingdomdo of
heaven on natural principlespl

we should all live according tbw
the laws of god to the best ofor our
ability although we are beset with
many weaknesses and infirmities
and faults many of which have
been transmitted to us from our
forefathers away back for ages and
are concentrated in us who live in the
latter days but so far asRs we have
power and ability we are required
to battle with and overcome our jn
herent failings and if we take hoidhold
of the principles of righteousnessn
the very act of doing that weweararee
bettered and if we coatinue in thiss
path we will go on from grace to
grace from light to light from
purity to purity from holiness
to holiness till we all come in the
unity of the faith and of the

ledge afpf the son of god unto a per-
fect man unto the measure of
the statustaturere of the falness
of christ we must be clothed
with his light and be filled with hishia
falness and be fit to stand pre-
sence and dwell with the father
and this is the promise to himhina
that overcometh will I1 grant totobitbitsit
with me in my throne even as I1
overcame and am set down with my
father in his throne there is no
need for us at any time totobebe in the
dark concerning our duties wiewe
need not be in the dark concerning
any act we desire to perform if we
will go to the father and say iffafa 1

ther make thy will known tometo me
enable me to walk in thy light to
do that which is pleasing to thee
enable me to overcome all that is
contrary to thy law itif we live inln
this kind of spirit there will always
be a voice whispering in our souls
telling us that which is right and
wrong and our progress will be on
ward and upward in the straightstraigli t and
narrow path that unto thethi
eternal continuation of the lives I1

now by and by when we come
into the presence of god to judgedbe
we willwiil be valued for what we alqare
notfiot for whatwhat men have calcaicalled usno
for what we have appeared to be ta
one another but we will stand justjus
as we are with all of our spots and
blemishes if wewo are clean and
white and pure when wenv e appear in
the presence of our heavenly
father and in the presence of tbttheth
hosts around him we shall be seedseen
as such if wee are foul and eyllevil noni
matter how fair we may havejave aap-
peared to men we will be comarcompres
bended as we are we willwili aj
we are seen and know as we are
known we shall not be able to

hidebide our imperfections from one
another we shall be weighed in

the balance and if we are found
wanting we cannot receive a falness
of glory but says some one I1 havhave
had certain blessings pronounced up-
on my head I1chavehave been promised
an ekaeiaexaltationI tation in the presence of godgo
I1 have beenbeell promised throne
vm and dominiondominions
and are not the promisespromised of godiogod to
be fulfilled yes but every bromn
isis made on certain conditions and
unless we comply with these condi-
tions god cannot in consonance
with eternal justice bestow those
blessings upon us no matter what
may have been promised upon our
heads we are totoldd that
those who will not sanctify them-
selves by the law of the celestial
kingdom cannot receive a celestial
glory now what glory will N 0OBI1
and I1 hahave just exactly that glory
we are fitted to have and no other
this is only justJ andarld god mus t be

just or hebe wouldouid cease to be godGAyet god will forcefored no manmanoror cornu
to keep the law of light and truth
but unless we live thehe lawsjaws of right

and obey the jawlawaw of the
celestial kingdom we cannot in the
nature of things receive and abide a

celestial glory then our chief bus-
iness is to find out the law of god
and do that which is right and true
and good we should watch wedwelwe
thepath of our feet and avolavoiddeveryever-
ything that iss evil for that which is

evil naturally contaminates and d-
ebases and that which is good njna-
turally purifies andanti exalts wt
should all the time strive for the
guidance of the holy spirit that we
maybemay be in harmony with those wb
are placed over us and that we maj
train our desires and our acts so af
to be inconsonancein consonance with the mintmini
and will of god

now the lord haslias made knowlknow
to us a few things we should mahmab
it our business to carry these thingthings
out and1nd we shall find the value d

thethem1 by and by if we do not senysent
for as I1 said just noi

when we are in the act of perform
ingmg that which is right we bibeconyamo
purified in our character and more
fit to abide the glory of our father
while the jessjesa we do what is right
the further we will be away frowfrog
that purity which is necessary
dwelling in his presenceprepiesence we eiex
peet to gain1111fi a celestial glory TUthai
iais what you andI1started gutput to kviswin
weVe are not satiasatisfiednnedfled as ouroun sectarian
frifriendencLe are to sifising9

411I want to be an angelangeli
and with the angels stand as

that is not what you and I1 are alvaituI1
ing afat we are after a glory superior
to that we read that the ainaalnasaainuiniind

shall judge the angels who are the
angelsangeh they arearo ministering spir-
its to those that are worthy of ISt
far more and exceeding and eterna
weight of glory that is what ydyoi
and I1 have started out to gain to ob6
tain a celestial glory to obtain a ceeft
bestial crown and we shall be satis
fled with nothing else than that
how shall we obtain it aesha
obtain it in no other way than bj


