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Outside he inquires, “What church is this?”
“Church of Christ,” he hears them say;
# AN just the place I am looking for,
I trust he is here to-day.”

He passed through the spacious columned
- door
And up the carpeted alsle,
And as he passed on many & face
He saw surprise and smfile.
From pew to pew, upone entire side,
Then scross the broad front 8pace;
From pew to pew down the other side
He walked with the same slow pace.

Not a friendly voice had bid him sit
To listen to gospel truth;

Not a sign of deference had been pald
To the aged one by youth.

No door was opened by generous hand,
The pews were paid for—rented,

And he was a strangar, old and poor,
Not a heart to him relented. -

" As he paused & moment outside to think,
Then passed into the street,

Up to his shoulder he lifted a stone
That lay in the dust at his feet,

And bore it up the broad grand aisle |
Tn front of the ranks of pews;

... Choosing & place to see and hear,

He made a seat for his use. *

Calmly sitting upon the huge stone,
Foldiug his hands on his knees,

Siowly reviewing the worshippers,
A préat confusion he gees.

Many & cheek 18 erimsoned with shame,
Some whisper together sore

And wish they had been more courteous

To the stranger, old and poor.

As if by magic some fifty doors |
Open instantaneously,

And as many seats and books and hands

-~ Are proffered hastily;

‘ Changing his stone for a crimsoned pew

And wiping a tear away,

He thinks it was a mistake, after all,
And that Christ came late that day.

The preacher’s discourse was eloguent,
mmmmmm'}‘

But the most impressive sermon heard
#Was preached by a humble stone.

*Twas a losson of lowliness and worth
That Jodged in many & heart,

And the church preserves that scred stone,
That the truth may not depart.
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I can endorse heartily the re-

marks that have been made to us
... by Brother John L. Smith, an old
. acgquaintance whom I am pleased to

" mee, I feel gratified to know that he
is still laboring for Israel, that his

heart is in the right place, and that
his desires nreinn they always have
‘been so far as I have been acquaint-
ed with him, to serve God, to kee
his commandments, and teac
- Imen 8o,

. When Jesus was on the earth he

£,

¢““Whosoever therefore shall
one of these least command-

.- Jments, and shall teach men so, he
- shall be called least in the kingdom

of heaven: but whosoever shall do
and feach them, the same shall be
called great in the kingdom of hea-
wven.” I believe it is the object and

.* desire of all our brethren who are

called to occupy rua%)onaible E&I-
tions in the midst of the people to
carry out this saying of Jesus—that
is, to keep his commandments

.. themselves and fo teach others to

do the same. This desire, at any
rate, should animate e one wheo
is called to be a servant of God. Tt
is not en to delieve in the

I; it is not enough to have faith in

e work that Almighty has
commenced on the earth; it is not
enough to have a testimony that
Joseph Smith was a prophet of God,
that angels have come from heaven,
restored the gospel and brought
back the ancien esthood, that
God has commen the great lat-
ter day work spoken of by all the
ancient prophets and that we are
ealled to assist in that work—a mere
testimony that this is the case is
not enough. We are called to be
workers of righteousness. And we
are not only called to do what is
right, but also to aid in establishing
righteousness on the earth by teach-

gos-| Holy Ghost by the laying on of

| people who are in the Church of Je-

in%uthem o follow our example.

he religion which we have re-
ceived is a practical religion. It
offers something for us to do

condition of mind.

Emﬂp
I rought about through a natural

been baptized into the Church is
expected to take an active part in
this work; not to leave it to those
who are called upon to preside in
the various wards and stakes and
over the Church of God, but each
one of us has an individual interest
in this Church (or ought to have)
and should manifest it by a desire to
do something that the work of
our God may roll forward in the
earth.

We have had made plain to our
understanding some few of the first
El;inei les of salvation, and these

ve been made clear to our minds
not merely as objects of faith, but
as something for us to lay hold of, as
a guide to our feet, as a light to our

th, and as an incentive to action.

e are called to be saints not only
in the Assembly Hall, or in the
Tabernacle, or in the place of prayer,

but in every condition of life, and to | g

bring into practice those things that

God has made known to us to influ- |

ence us in all that we do, that we
might be a different people from

| be because we are fitted to be there,

walking in the ways of God. We
need to understand this fully and
clearly, my brethren and sisters.
You and I will not be saved in the
resence of God with an exaltation
ike that which is held out to us
simply because we are called Latter-
day BSaints, or because we have
complied with a certain form of reli-
gion, or even because we have gone
into sacred places and received holy
ordinances whereby we might be
washed and cleansed and made
anew and anointed unto righteous-
ness:. Weshall not be brought up
into the presence of our Father to
abide there and participate In his
glory simply because of these things.
If we ever get there to stay, it will

because we are prepared to abide his
glory, to stand in his presence and
rriajﬂiﬂe with him and aid him in his

orious works in the midst of
the universe, We will stay there
because we are like him and fit to
be where he is. If it is found that
we are not like him, that we are not

the great mass of mankind, striving
after the econdition of sainthood—
that is, to become holy in the Lord,
to be sanctified in all our being to
the service of the Almigh y and the
establishment of his kingdom and
government on the earth. That is

‘| what we are here for, in these val-

leys of the mountains.

There is an idea in the world con-
cerning religious affairs that th
are mere matters of sentiment,
something to think about, some.
think to pray about, something
to =i about, something to
exalt the feelings. This isall ve
good so far as it goes, but it is only a
small part of religion. Religion is
not a mere matter of emotion or of
sentiment, or of feeling. True re-
ligion is ething to guide us, to
make us better, to teach us in ever
respect. True religion will teach us
how to use prgperly every power
with which our great Creator has
endowed us. True religion not only
affects the spiritual part of our being,
the internal £t of man or
woman, but ects the whole na-
ture, spiritual, mental and physical.
It comes here on the earth and is
fitted to our condition where we live
and while we live. It is adapted to
us to.day. It not only unfolds to us
something of the future and elevates
that standard of beauty and perfec-
tion before us, that we ex some
time to arrive at, but it unfelds tous
our duty to-day and tells us how to
act in every movement of our lives
and in every condition in which we
may be situated; in fact, there is no
place that we may be called upon to
occupy, or in which we may find
ourselves, where our religion ought
not to influence us in what we
should do. Not only does our reli-
gion cowne to us toinfluence us in our
acts, in our bodies as ‘well as our
spirits, but It also;comes to us to di-
reet us in our thoughts,that we may
learn to think aright, that we may
be able to turn our minds in the pro-
per channel, so that we may think
good thoughts and not evil, that we
m?r have good desires and not evil,
and that we may become so sancti-
fled in our natures that the spirit
and influence which come direct
from God our Heavenly Father,who

dwells in the bosom of eternity, may
descend into our souls and have free
and uninterrupted access thereto,
and that we may become Saints, in-
dividually and collectively, a royal
generation, a liar people, zealous
of good works. This is the kind of
ralfvglonhe we ]i'u]ava received,

n we heard the land be-
lieved in Christ and ingm the Fa-
ther, and went forth repenting of

our sins and were baptized for the
remission of sins, andp received the

hands, this was the beginning of our
religion, these were the preliminary
steps in the path that leads to the

resence of God. When we came

to the Church, having put off the
old man with his deeds, we were
supposed to have puton Christ, to
pattern after him in all our acts, to
seek for his spirit, to be guided by
his example, g0 that by and by we
might become as he is and fit to
stand where he stands—in the pres-
ence of God, and abide there. Some

sus Chrisc of Latter-day Saints, as
well as some people outside the
Chureh, have an idea that salvation
copsists in belonging to a certain
sect or party or in having a certain
They do not

€y | led by the same motives and

ry | we have bowed to a certain form,not

¥ | comprehended in that which is call-

the ideathat exaltation is only l

his free agency.

of his spirity not actuated by the
same motives that animate his bo-
som,not governed by the same laws,
we shall not be able toabide his
presence and cannot stay there, If
we do stay there, it will be because
we are fit to bé there in the nature
of thi?ﬁx, because natures corres-

nd with his, our spirits harmoniz-
ng with his, our acts being control-
gov-
erned by the same Jaws as those by
which he governs himself, and not
merely because we have adopted a
certain creed, not merely because

merely because we have submitted
tc;mrtain ordinances and ceremo-
nles. ri e

All these ordinances and ' ceremo-
nies instituted by the Almighty and

ed the gospel are necessary. There
is no such thing as non-essential
ordinances; every one of them is es.
sential. ﬁxalt.atinn cannot be ar-
rived at without them. Butexalta-
tion does not consist of the mere
compliance to certain forms and
ceremonies that the Almighty has
instituted and placed in his church.
There is something more required,
ﬂnmﬂthinfsu rior to all this, What
is it? It is the spirit that comes
from our Father to dictate us in

fall is placed before us that we might
understand this great principle of
agency, the tree of life and the tree
of death, the tree of light and the
tree of darkness. The Lord has said
to us in substance, “I have placed
before you truth and error, choose
which you will receive. You can
receive the light or the darkness,
you can receive the truth or the
error as you please; but by and by
you must give an aceount of your
acts.”.- We find ourselves Here on
this planet that God has created for
us, a branch of his great family, and
he has given us certain prineiples to
govern ourselves by. He does not
force them u us. God will force
no man to heaven or to hell; but if
we choose we can lay hold of these
principles and be goveérned thereby,
and by doing that we will be im-
proved in our nature in proportion to
our reception of light and truth, and
exaltation will come to us on this
principle and no other. ,

This spirit. of so-called indepen-
dence, or ““liberty,’” as some persons
misuse the ferm, is spreading

fluence among wus. There is to a
certain extent in our midst a desire
and disposition to throw off the re-
streint that comes from the heads of
families, the influence that parents
exercise over children, to rebel
against the lJaws of the community
in which we live, to resist the re-
striction that comes from the laws
of the land, and from the laws of the
Church—the laws of God. This
spirit exists to a great éxtent in the
world, and is bound to have more or
less effect upon us here in the moun-
tains, because, although we arein
some degree separated from the
world, yet we are also connected
with the world, and must expect, as
a part of the human family, that
some among us will be more or
less affected by this spirit. Now,

——

upon our minds and upon the minds
of our children. We ought to un-
derstand the necessity of yielding
obedience to proper laws. We ought
to Jearn to understand the laws that
pertain to our bodies o that they
may be kept healthy. And we
should become fully acquainted with
the laws that govern our Chureh.
Every principle that God has re-
vealed should clear fo our minds,

every act, to make us righteous ard
holy unto the Lord, and to sanectify
us and bring us into complete sub-
jection toand harmony with the laws
that govern the celestial kingdom.
There is no real happiness either in
this world of the world to come ex-
cept through obedience to proper
law. That is the only way that
hapﬁinaﬂa can be obtained. We
ought * to - understand this and
teach it to our ehildren. There is a
spirit growing in the world which
leads mankind to throw off restraint,
to east aside Jaws and lations,
which leads people to become ““a lJaw
unto themselves.” This is the
teaching of “spiritualism,” that
peeping and muttering system, The
expounders of that faith—if it may
be called a faith—teach the doctrine
of mankind becoming a law unto
themselves—no forms, no ceremo-
nies, no regulations—each one inde-
ﬁndant fcr himself and herself.
ow, while we sing sometimes
“Know this that every soul is free,
To choonse his life and what he’ll be;"”

and while we acknowledge,

“For this eternal truth is glven,
That God will force no man to heaven.”

Yet on the other hand, we recog-
nize the fact that there is a law
given to all things in the economy
of God in the heavens above and in
the earth beneath. ¢“All kingdoms
have a law given.” 8o we are told
here in the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants. Wae Jearn from that
Book that, “there are many king-
doms; for there is no space in which
there is no kingdom; and there is no
kingdom in which there is no space,
either a greater or lesser kingdom,
And unto every kingdom is given a
law; andd unto every law there are
certain’bounds alsoand eonditions.”
Ivery kingdom that is governed by
law i8 preserved by law and saneti-
fied by the same, no matter in what
part of the universe it may be, and
those who abide the laws of that
kingdom and that condition in which
they find themselves, gain happi-
ness and are preserved and sanctified
and become exalted thereby. Now,
although these laws are given of
God, they do not interfere with the

. are concentrated in us who live in the

and in order to understand them we
should read the books given to us,
the Bible, the Book of

throughout the world. It has its in- |

we ought toget this idea clearly|
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A FREE SEAT. all the time. There is no need| process—the putting away of that|are placed before us, truth and error | ledge of the Son of God, unto a per-
for us at any time to stand| which is evil and laying hold of that | are here, and we canchoose the one | fect man, unto the measure of
He was old and poor and & stranger still, we are: called to | which is good; the putting away of | and refuse the other, or refuse the|the stature of the fulness
In the great metropolis, be active workers in the cause of | that which is wrong and taking hold | one and choose the other, just as it|of Christ.””? We must be clothed
As he bent his steps thitherward! God. Every man and every woman | of that which is right; departing | was with our first parents in the | with his light and be filled with his
To a stately edifice. who has received the gospel and|from the ways of the world and | garden of Eden. The history of the | fulness and be fit to stand in his pre-

sence and dwell with (he Father,
And this is the promise: “To him
that overcometh will T grant (o sit
with me in my throne, even as |
overcame,and am-set down with my
Father in his throne.” There is no
need for us at any time to be in the
dark concerning our duties, We
need not be in the dark concerning
any act we desire to perform, if we
will go to the Father and say, “Fa-
ther, make thy will known to me,
Enable me to walk in thy light to
do that which is pleasing to thee;
enable me to overcome a!l that is
contrary to thy law.” If we live in
this kKind of spirit, there will always
be a voice whispering in our souls
telling us that which is right and
wrong, and our progress will be on.
ward and upward in the straight and
narrow path that leadeth unto the
eternal continuation of the lives.
Now, by and by, when we come
into the presence of God to be judged
‘ we will be valued for what we are,
not for what men have called us,not
for what we have appeared to be e
one another, but we will stand jusi
as we are, with all of our spots and
blemishes. If we are. clean ang
white and pure when we appear in
the presénce of our Hgavenly
Father, and in the presence of the
hosts around him, we shall be seep
as such; if we are foul and evil, n¢
matter how fair we may have ap
to men, we will be compre
nded as we are, we will “see a
we are seen and know as we are
known.” Wae shall not be able &
hide our imperfections from one
| another.  We shall be . weighed i1
the balance, and if we are founi
wanting we cannot receive a fulnes
nt;glury. But, says some one, I have
had certain blessings pronounced up
on my head; I have been promised
an exaltation in the presenceof God
l[ have been promised thrones
principalities,powers and dominions
and are not the promises of God t
be fulfilled? = Yes; but every promis
is made on certain conditions, and
ﬂ unless we comply with these condi
tions God cannot, in consonane
with eternal justice, bestow thos
| blessings upon us, po matter wha

may have been: promised upon ouw
heads. We are told tha
those who will not sanctify them
selves by the law of the celestia
kingdom cannot receive a celestia
glory. Now, what glory will you
and I have? Just exactly that glon

ormon, and | weare fitted to have and no other,

the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. | This is only just, and God must b
These ought to direct us in our every | Just or he. would cease- to be Goil
day lives, Then when we come to] Yet God will force no man or womar

meeting and hearour brethren s

the word of the Lord we should try

k | to keep the law of light and truth

but unless we live the laws of right

to treasure upin our hearts the|eousness and obey the law of th
| the words of life, put them into prac- | celestial kingdom we cannot in the

tice and also teach the same to our | nature of things

receive and abides

children; for it is on this principle | celestial glory. Then our chief busi

that we will become
into the presence of

&rgpared to go|ness is to find out the law of God,
by and by, |and do that which is right and true
and not merely because we are calil- [ and
ed Saints, not merely because we |the

good. We should watch wel
path of our feet and avoid every

have been ordained to some office | thing that is evi); for that which &
in the priesthood, not metrely be-|evil naturally contaminates and de

cause we may have been put into
some

in doing what is

ery individual in doing what is evil
is degraded thereby. All our acts
are known by the powers on high
whom K& we cannot see., They un-
derstand us, although we may think
no one sees what we
Yet though no one should
see us, if no one but ourselves knows
our acts, if we do what is evil and

debasing we are that much the]!ng that which is right we becom

worse for it; if we do that which is
right and we are that much the
better for it. And if we practice
righteousness and teach men, so we
will become great in the kingdom of
heaven on natural principles.

We should all live according
the laws of God to the best of our
ability—although we are beset with
many weaknesses and infirmities
and fanlts, many of which have
been transmitted to us from our
forefathers away back for ages and

latter-days. But so far as we have
power and ability, we are required
to battle with and overcome our in-
herent failings, and if we take hold
of the prineiples of righteousness,in
the very act of doing that we are
bettered, and if we coatinue in this
path we will go on from grace to
grace, from light to light, from
purity to purity, from holiness

volition of man, Every man has
Light and truth'

position to preside or direct our | turally
fellows. This will not exalt us, but | should all the time strive for the
the practice of whatis right and true | guidance of the Holy Spirit that we
will exalt us. In fact every person | may bein barmony with those whi
good and right is |Aare placed over us, and that we TAA)
naturally bettered thereby, and ev- | train our desires and our acts so &

do. '

bases, and that which is ns
urifies and exalts. Wi

to be in consonance with the min
and will of God,

Now, the Loord has made know
to us a few things. We should mak
it our business to carry these thing
out, and we shall find the wvalue ¢
them by and by if we do not sens
them to-day; for as I said just nov
when we are in the act of perform

purified in our character, and maonr
fit to abide the glory of our Father
while the less we do what is right
the further we will be away fron
that purity which is necessary fi
dwelling in his presence. We ex
pect to gain a celestial glory. Tha
i8 what you and Istarted out to win
We are not satisfied, as our sectaria
friends are, to sing:
“I want to be an angel,
And with the angels stand."

That is not what you and I are aiw
Ing at. We are after a glory aupcrim
to that. We read that the Saint
Ehﬂ.llljut]ge the angels. WWho are the
angels? They are ministering spir
its to those that are worthy of ‘4
far more and exceeding and eterna
weight of glory.” That is what yoa
and 1 havestarted out to gain, to ob
tain a celestial glory, to obtain a ce
lestial crown, and we shall be satis
fled with nothing else than that

to holiness, ““till we all come in the i
unity of the faith, and of the knowe-

How shall we obtain it? Wae shal
obtain it in no other way than b




