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W. H. Milis, referred to onselocality on
tbe Poriver in Italy where, he sald,
4,000,000 people were ensbled Lo make
independent livings on only 5,000
acres of soil by the judicious use of
irrigation, He also slated that in
Callfornia tbere were 40,000,000 acres
of arable Jand and a toial population of
but 1,500,000 people. *“Think,’* he
_eald, “of what that land could be
meade Lo produce if properly worked,
This again bringe forward the oft
repeated asgertion that we in Utab do
not yel know haif the poseibilities of #
thorongh irrigation eystem. But we
are drawing nearel to the proper com-
prebenelon tbereo!; and ae the in-
creace of population will require more
intenee Isrming, the valoe of fertiljza-
tlon and irrigation will be more gen-

ersily unpdemtood. At the game
time, it; 18} well o rewmember
dn the discussfon of  irrlgation

problems that zrneral rules for the ap-
plication of water in sgriculture and
horticulture are difficult to jormulate,
for tbe renson that much depends on
local copditione, and. whal wouid be
loo Jittle water ln one place for & given
acresge would be too much in another;
the same is true in other respecta as Lo
the application of water %o crops, lhere
belng necessary a great dopendence ob
the cultivator’s careful judgment and
experience.

DR. LE PLONGEUN AND ANCIENT
AMERICA.

Readers of Lhe NEws will remember
tbatl a few months ago we gave an ad-
vance notice of Dr., Le Plongeon’s
book of travels and exploratioss In

Central Amerlea. The work has just
been imsned. It deals largely with the
expioret’s travela In Yucalau, where a
cluae ptudy wss made of the apcient
hierogly pbics found tbere. From ap rl-
vateletter irum Elser Joseph A, Auger-
sop, furmerly of tbe NEWS composing
rovis &0d now on & miesion o the
Eastern Statee, we learn that Elder
Bamuel W, Lilcharde, presldent of the
Easaetern states mission, pald a vieit 1o
Dr. Le Plougeon in Boooklyn on
Aprll 14, snd bad an interview with
nim on histravels.

The letter deacribes Dr. Le Plongeon
a8 u voely plemtsol man Lo Converse
wilb; *1s about five teet ive incbee fn
bighi, with & long wbile beard, snu
Very little hair on the lop of his head;
he 18 beavy bujlt, with a Jong body apu
sbhort lege; snys he is a {ree thinker and
fa inaepenaent; be ie not a Chbristiap,
does Dot belleve in any religion, and
bates all Chrlstendom se {ar as religion
is concerned,” °‘The letter then says
Le Ploogeon is » greaut admirer ol
Ingersoll; thal bhe muintains thasl
Cbrist wae not a Christiap, and buses
nis aseeition on the claim that ‘‘the
Cbristiape of today do not tesch the
pame doclrine Lhat He taughi; that
aiter Jis crucvifixion the Chris-
tians persecuwed ibe true f{ollowere
of Christ;” ang he claime that Jesus
ceme to earth to ) & misslon
just as msany great men, but will vot
concede ihat He was greater than
other reformers. Tbe latter nlvo stutes:

Dr. Le Ploogeon claims to bhave
Iraveled with President John Taylor In
Europe, and intormed us Lbat he corres-
popded with Lim notil a ehott time be-

fore his death, in 1887; be thinks a great
deal of President Taylor.

Weare futtber informed thatthe veter-
an explorer declined to enter into any
dircussion as to the divinily of the mis-
slon of the Propbet Josepb S8mith, ot
to listen to any evivenos thereon. U'he
letter conlipue::

Dr. La Plongeon qnotes from the
Blble and Book of Mormon in his
work, hut does not helieve inany kind
of religious faith. He claims his work to
be plain facts, as be bhas stndied them
oul by his learning, and presenis them
as they actually exist. He says be is
able and ready to prove that 1he firat
Labitation of man was the Anlerican coD-
tinent, eall it the Garden of Kden or
whatever you like, He has solne excel-
lent engravings of ancient ruins acd wall
paintings found in Sonth Ameriea, and
suys bhe ls able io interpret the majority
of them correctly, alithough some he is
unable to decipher at present.

He admits that his work, which has
just besn published, corrohorates a great
denl of the Book of Mormon, but wiilnot
way that 1the Book of Mormon is & correct
bistory of the people of ancien1 America.
He tells an incident about the Rev. Dr.
Lamb payiog a visit to bim. *“Lamb,”
said he, *cialmed tv bo a Christlan, but
in his remnarks about Mormouism be be-
enimno 80 abusive tbat I wan compelled to
infortn him that I did not even bolieve
that he was a Christian, and was under
the paintul necessily of requesting him
to leave my house. Thus ended my in-
terview with the Rev. Lamb, once a
minisier in Salt Lake City.”

From tbe forecast of what Dr. Le
Plosgeon’s book conolalne it could be
vapily seen that it was a work of greal
interes! to those wno have given af-
tention to the history ol anclent
America,

OF GENERAL APPLICATION.

A Niews subscriber, weiting from
Victor, Ravalli connty, Moulansa, eays
that » preacher there bas been assert-

ing thal the sixth velse of the seven-
teentb ohapter of Jeremlab refers to
the people of Utub and not to the Jews;
oul Correspondent infiormed ber family
that the preacber made a misapplica-
tion, and asks the NEWS'S opinico.

The lady aesuredly 12 highl, 88 BrYy
person examiniog the text can readily
eee, The words of tbe Propbel (rom
the firth to tbe eigbth verses in that
chapter apply u principle winicno reaches
to people penerally. The langusage
useu e

5, Thus saith the Lord: Cursed be the
man that trusteth in man, and maketh
flesh bis arm, and whouse heart departeth
from the Lord.

6. For he sbail be llke the heath in the
desert, and sball not see when good com-
eth; but shall inhabit the parched places
in the wilderness, in a salt land and Dot
inhabited.

7. Blessed is the man that irnsteth in
the Lord, and whose bope the Lord le.

8. For he shall be aB a tree planted by
the walers, and that spreadeth out her
roots by the river, and sball notsee when
heat cometh, but ber leal aball be green;
and shall not he carefnl in the year of
drought, nelther shall cease from Yyleld-
ing truit.

Those who depart from the Lord and
trust in the arm of fleab are surely like
a beath ot shrub it the depert that does
nol ete or Ieceive when gocd comes,
because ii I8 witbered apd parobed,

But the aitempt-to make Utah omt as
being tbe *'heath in the desert” for
such a comparison I8 too sabenrd for
serions coseideration; it would be
much more reasobable to say that this
State ie meabt In the elghth verse—s
iree by the waters whose leafl 1a green
apd 18 pDol destroyed by bheat, and
whers peasons of drought do not cause
a cessation of yielding truit because
the eystem of irrigation In vogue ren-
ders drought of rain measurably in-
eflective to destroy. Ltis incopsistent,
however, to sny that lo tne comparieon
made there ig particular refereuce lo
any locality; st the time, a lesson was
to be tsugbt lo the Jewr, and a simile
wo plain Lbey could not mistake it was
piessnied nefore thein; it is good
lor any olther people on the same lines.
So {ar a8 Utab is concerned the histori-
cal fact is that the people trosted in the
Lord and bave realized Lthe precise re-
sults illusiraled in ibe eigblh Verse as
vonsequent upon implicit confluence
in Jehoveh, ‘The preucher reterred to
made & most unbappy relerence for
bimsell, 28 would bave been ahown at
the time if 3nyooe bad takeD
Lbe trouble to cell bim down to existing
conditions here, ;
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THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

A notable gatbering in the inlerest
of peace on eartb waa Lbut beld st
Wasbington this week. No matter

what the immeajate resuit of the pro-
ceedings may be, uitimutely the cause
will be sirengthened thereby, Efforts
in behalf or that whicb 1= tiue snd
good and which tende to the lurther-
ance of buman Progrees never are 1o
va'n, They are ijeil in ever widening
circles, graauwally asoccmplisbing thelr
work,

The pages ofl bistory give abundant
evidence of the fact thal thromyghout
all ages tbe almost nnanimous senti-
ment of mankind regaruing war
baer been that it ja, If un evil al-
all, an unavoldable one, something in
the )ine ol earthquakes, cyclones ol
epidemics. In sccordunce with thie
view higiory bas turped sround tbe
wars of the werld apd made the great
warriors its central flgurese. Thereis
ovow & decided cbauge in Lhis respect.
Thousands in every country look upon
wals ss abd alttiticlai evil and tbhe glory
of heroes ng#, conBequently, not =1l Lbat
1t once was, in popular estimation, Jt
iu lolt that the killing of buman beings
on the fields of battle, the crushing of
tender hearle, the desoclation of bomes
and the ruthlees destruction of the
aweet fruite of patient labor in tbe
quarrels of patiops are indicative of &
coondition of barbariem from which man-
kind must be lifted up. Progress in the
right airection bap been mnde by the
consolidation of lamilies and tribes into
navions, by which feude and tribsi
wars bad to give room for n pesceful
settlement of disputes, But the finsal
goal is the combivation of nations into
the brotberboecd of mankind. This
accomplisbud, pesce will pre vatl,

Those actively engaged in the mwove-
ment for interuatioual srbittation look
for great results in the next generation,
and witb much reason, The children
are apt fo recelve Lbe new light and be
guided hy it when on tbem will rest
the duly of carrying ontheaffalra ofthe
world, Among them are futore slates-



