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brethren and sisters it has fallen to my lot
to make a few remarks to you this morning
were my own feelings gratified I1 should be a
hearer on this occasionsoccasion and not a speaker but
I1 am willinwilling11

to contribute my mite to increase 1

if possible the currcurrentent of intelligence and to
increase the comfort and happiness of the
saints of god

we brethren and sisters are occupying a
very important position perhaps we do not
all realize it and I1 may also add that very
likely I1 do not realize the importance of the
position that I1 occupy as an individual identi-
fied with the body of the people

there were some few reflections passing
through my mind this morning while centam
plating the scenes that are before us there
are two things that are for us to consider the
truth and certacertaintylatift that god has verily spok-
en to us from on highI1 h or that he hasbaa not
one orthe other ofor ttthesee statements is certain-
lylotruetrue we profess chahethat he has spoken to us
from heaven and revealed unto us his mind
angwilland will touching our duties and the course
of life that we should pursue in order to build
uup his kingdom and spread the light of truth
tthroughout

ap
the world
really has spoken to asif he real-

ly
real-

yy bashas givengiyen to us the holy priesthood which
is the power that rules in heaven and the
prayers oeof all christendom arearethathy kingdom
come thy will be done on earth as it is in
heavenheavens if these prayers be heard and an

same power that rules in the heav-
en must eventually rule on earth then itif the
priesthood has been given tousto us as we claim
it halar we are occupying a very important po-
sition inthe world what is this priesthood
what is thisthi power that is conferred upon us
in the hoidhold priesthood what particular
power dodoudo you give when you send a man to
someisome other land to transact business in your

you give him a power of attorney au-
thorizingthorizing him to transact in your name the
businessbustness that you to be performed and
in thiattertheatterlatter of appointment would be convey-
ed allali power your authority and ability
to transact that business even as effectually
as if you yourself were present to perform it
with your own hand

it is an agency then though it may be said
that the priesthood which is authority from
god to act in his name dlfdifdiffersfiers from that allaliau-
thority which is given to man to
ness for his fellows I1 am willing to admit
that there is a dlfdifdifferenceferenc e so far aaas the business
for which they are delegated is concerned for
one is timtemporaloralthethe other is spiritual the anels
earthlythe other heavenly but let me ask
where is the man who is authorized to go
forth and act in the name of the lord jesus

chrichrist1 b if I1 obeoieobey my owown will myy inclina-
tiontI1 or burningt desirelysl tto ggo aandI1 preacheach whatwhal
I1 believe to libe the gospel that does not author-
ize me to go in the name of the lord if iby
my own act and deed have authorized my
friend to go in my name to give receipts and
acquit ances to sign conveyances for me or in
my behalf and tinderunder my own signature he
has received that authority he then has au-
thority in himself that isis that authority in
me is transferred to him to go and transact
business in my name am I1 then bound by
what hebe does yes to all intents and pur-
poses am I1 bound by the act of any individ-
ual authorized by another person yet not au-
thorizedzed by me no I1 am not Is the trans-
action of any other than my legally appointed
attorneyattorney valid to me in law no it is not it
is worworthtk nothing

well then if this people have the holy
priesthood if it has been conferred upon us
and viewe actually do exercise under that priest-
hood and according to the instructions that
are given us from oilon high is or is not the Aal
mightybound to respond to andio own our deeds
and acts Is he not bound upon the princi-
ples of lawlair even that are common among
men and well known to us most certainly
he is did you ever know a gentleman or
agent delegated0 by an individual to go forth to
dobusdo businessinesa in the name of that person and yet
deny that he had communication with
the principal or party for whom he was agent
that would be a contradiction of the position
he occupied if he claims to have authority
and power to transact business the inference
is legitimate and conclusive that he has had
a correspondence with the principal by whom
he is employed but what do the world at
large tell us why that god has not spoken
from the heavens that he has given no revela-
tion that he has not made known his will to
man for the last seventeen or eighteen centu-
ries admittingR the truth of this statement
where then is their authority to act in that
name their denial of ariyany corcoTcorrespondence
of any communication between the K ng of
kings is clear and conclusive that they them-
selves testify by these statements that they
hahavee no such authority as they pretend to ex-
ercisearcise

to act in the name of0 another then without
having the requisite authority what dorsitdoes it
amount to in lawjaw does it amount to forgery
to use a name without authority yesyea even
the name of any man in business transactions

if it is not forgeryforgforgery what else would you
call it what aouwoulderierfd youyon lawyers term it
and if it be forgery what is the penalty Is
it not a fine Is it not imprisonment and
does it notrot deprive a man of citizenship and
liberty most ahsuassuredly it does wellwelttthenhen
to commit forgery against man is but a tri-
fling offenseoffence to the committing of forgeaforgery
aagainstI1 ainest the kinkingP of kinkingskinsr s aniand lord of lorlords
by the use of his name when we are not au-
thorizedzed hence we are told that no man
shall take the name of tilethe lord his god in
vain for the lord will not hold him guiltless
that his name in vain

if I1 am not legally appointed to act as a
minister of jesus am I1 not taking his name in
vain judjudgee yeve what I1 say it is my opinion
that when ththe vail is rent there will be a page
disclosed that will astonish the world for tthee
holy priesthood has been given unto us that
is authority to act in the name of the lord
jesus chrishchrist and a voice from heaven has
declared that at that name every knee shall
bow and every tongue confess if we are au-
thorizedzed by that personageersonage and he has givenUsus a right to use his name then our heavenly
father is bound to and our acts
and doingsdoing when we proceed according to the
letter of instructions that he has given to us
judge ye 1 my declaration however may not
be sufficientcent therefore twill refer youyon to the
declaration of the son of god which bears di-
rectly on the point at issue what is it
Matgatwhatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be

bound in heaven and whatsoever ye shall
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven
matt 18 chap 18 verse hear it ye people
hear it ye that mock at the authority of god
and remember that I1 have declared and borne
testimony that the kinkingdomt dom of god has come
nigh unto otiyouyonoil

again if this priesthood has been commit-
ted unto us and I1 will take the responsibility
of saying inili the namenamer that I1 have named be-
fore you that this authority has been conferred
and placed upon us by messengers from the
courts of glory and this is as stronstrong a testi-
mony as I1 am capable of hearing on thibthis point
I1 know it and I1 am an eyewitnesseye witness before you
and so are my brethren who surround me on
this standardstandand it is written that the testimony
of two or three is good and by it shall every
word be established the testimony of two
in a court of justice will hang0 a man or take
away his liberty

now we in the sacredness of that name
bear testimony unto you that the priesthood
has been given to man and we do it with the
assurance that god will respond to the deeds
done in his name and by the authority of that
priesthood which he has given and remember

that he has said unto his servants who are
clothed with this power as helie said unto those
whom he called when his son ministered
anionsamongstt inmenen whatsoever ye shall bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven and whatso-
ever yeVe shall loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven

the priesthood that does not possess this
power I1 would give no more for than I1 would
for a power issued and given from any irre-
sponsible source there isis no power in it to
back it uup or to respond to its petitions we
do not aseyaskage for such a priesthood one that
would lead us to commit forferforgeryerys and to use
that name in vain of which llaveI1 have been speak-
ingin

ID I1 say we do not ask for any information
or power from such a source such a priest-
hood would subject me to a penalty that I1
would not like to incur neither would any man
that has any knowledge or that knows his
right hand from his left but 0 the ignor-
ance and blindness of0 this generation they
know not the right hand from the left in the
things of god with all their boasted wisdom
and skill and all their inventions

they are mwiseiselse inin many things that I1pertainertain
tto0 this world and they possess some knowl-
edge of the sciences but when they come to

I1 theyothe policylicyllcy of0 the kinrinking of0 kings and lord of
lorlordss they know littlelittfe or nothing about it

we say again that we are occupying allan im-
portant position take it onoil the other hand
and let us see how we stand if god has spok-
en to us and given to us thetiie holy priesthood
then this is the only door by which men and
womenomen can enter and be saved in the kingdom
of god this is the only door that enters into
the celestial kingdom that entitles us to do-
minions principalities and powers it is the
only door and key by which mankumankindmankins can ob-
tain an entrance into life everlasting

the world is arrayed against us thethey
have longiong sought an action against the people
of god and what are they doing1I now says
the almighty I1 have given unto you power to
save all mank nd that believe and repent of01
but baythe world that is blasphemy that is tak-
ing the laurels of the savior and twining them
around your0 ur own brow do you assume such
responsibility1li ty as that it is the very height
of folly and wretchedness this is what ouroar
accusers say but let us look at this matter a
little did not the savior say when speaking
to the jews if the salt has lost its savor
then it has no power to save and is good for

but to be cast out and trodden under
foot of men and says thehe prophet saviors
shall come up on mount zion to judge the mount
of esau and the kingdom shall be thetile lords
did not our savior say he that heareth you
heareth me then if we have this authority
this priesthood this agency to act inili that
name the name and power and priesthood of
the savior are we not entitled to a fulfillment
of the promise 10ilolo I1 am with you always to
the end of the world what more can you

i ask what more can yon desire
this is tiletiie virtue of that priesthood that

the savior has conferred upon us by the pow-
ers that are centred on highhigh and this I1 know
to be true although it is bestowed upon a
peoplepl e that is everywhere spoken against yetepeefeI1 feele1 to say in my heart god be thank-
ed that he has conferred this honor upon us
we ought to be willing to endure the hardness
of the world aass good soldiers

dont you know that the world arearc seeking
to ensnare and kill their only saviors jfif

i they kill us they are damned hear it en
anareadare us and you shall be ensnared throw
stumbling blocks in our way and stumbling
blocks shall be thrown in yours I1 speak by
authority I1 know the source whence the au-
thority came

I1 am here reminded of a littieittle anecdote a
little circumstance that villrill serve to illustrate
whawhatt I1 would wish to say I1 do not know that
I1 shall get it exactly right but I1 shall be able
to get the principle once in nauvoo br
joseph smith had a dream it was about lie
time of his troubles just before his martyr-
dom he dreamed that certain characters had
dug a pit and bound his arms with a viewyiew of
gushingdushingr him into it well there he was with

isis hands bound fast and all readreadyy for being
pushed into the pitI1it bbut11 t wwhenhellheil lihisis enemiesbenemie
made a stride at airnhim they happened to miss
him and fell in themselves then when they
could not get out themselves they cried to
joseph saying help us out of thetiie pit but he
said I1 cannot do it for you have bound nieme

that is the position of the world theythay de-
sire to destroy their only real benefactors and
when they get into trouble BOso that they can-
not save themselves they will cry to the ser-
vants of god for deliverance but the reply
will be you have bound us you have crush-
ed us and have rendered it impossible for us
to save you then the cries of the wicked
will ascend up to heaven and finally when
they are brought before the judgment beatscat it
willbe said unto them depart from me ye
cursed for I1 was an hungered and ye fed me
not I1 was naked and ye clothed me not I1 was
thirstthirstyyandaniand ye gave me no drink

well then inasmuch as the salvation of the
world is to a great extent dependent upon

our integrityliterrity and the faithful performance of
our ddutiestiesinin thisthia priesthood do youyon not see
that we are required to work not only for our
own salvation but for the welfare and salva-
tion of others now if we respect mankind
we will not waste any of our valuable time
but go right forward and although men may
meet us with their rifles with their cannon
and engines of death yet the day will come
when they will thank god that there was in-
tegrity in us and a disposition to save be-
cause they will find that their salvation has
depended upon us and were weaetoto turn back
and fly from the track they would curse us for
having done so for they will see that if they
gain any favor at all it will be owing to our

to the cause with which we
have been entrusted

brethren and sisters there are many things
that pass through my mind when I1 reflect up-
on the magnitude of the work in which we are
engaged but I1 feel as though0 I1 hadbad said jjust
about enough at this timetims

blessed the sacramental cup brother
young says be wishes me to go ahead and
speak as I1 feel led by the spiritsspirit bitb it when I1
arose I1 did not anticipate speaking but a few
minutes and hence I1 keyed my voice too high
for a lengthy speech though willingt to speak
I1 have to confess that I1 feel my vvoiceoice ggivingiving
way in my remarks so faritari have not touch-
ed the thing that was in my mind when I1 com-
menced to address you therefore these are on-
ly preliminaries still I1 felt that I1 wanted to
apprise the saints and all concerned of the
authority under which the servants of god
act

among the jews the scribes and phariseesPharis ees
would teach the people in this way now if
this Is to be then the inference is so and so
and if this proposition be true thentheu the con-
clusion is certain but when jesus spoke to
the people and taught them he made no vain
propositions aandnd drew no milk and water con-
clusionsclu but he spoke and it was done and
the contrast was so great between the teach-
ings of the jewish rabbis and the deachinteachings9
of the savior that they could not but notinoticece
it why said they he speaks as one having
authority y and not as the scribes he hav-
ing this priesthoodriesthoodbood and having communion
with gogodT our heavenly father manifested
the wisdom of the heavens and this difference
is manifested and felt in this generation when
the servants of god proclaim to the inhabit-
ants of the earth that god has spoken and
that he aagainainaln reveals his will to man

I1 am notnot now speaking of those who may
have thiathis priesthood inform only and who go
and get drunk asa s some have done I1lamiamam not
speaking of those who have committed whore-
dom in the land for they wilwllwillelllall go to hell to-
gether if they repent not I1 want to draw the
line of distinction between them and those who
call upon god day and night for instruction to
mark out their course they are the ones
who have the favor of heaven who are filled
with his spirit and whose words are quick
and powerful and whose testimony causes the
wicked to fear and tremble

we speak that which we do know and tes-
tify to that which we have seen what do
you know says the injurer I1 know that the
gospel which we have received is the truth of
god andairl I1 know that it will rule the world
and I1 know that every man kingdom and peo-
ple that opposes it will be broken to shivers
I1 do not care whether thath opposition arises in
the church or out of it I1 know that he that
raises his puny arm against this work will be
bbrokenoien of1 kunytunyhisis popowcranderand finally destroyed if
he doesae lotnot cease his hostilities I1 care not
whether it be the judge upon the bench or
commanders of armies the consequence will
be as I1 have told you

god has spoken and I1 know it because I1
have heardbeard his voice and know the voice of the
good shepherd and am thankful that I1 have
felt his power do I1 know that he has given
thisthia authority to use hishia name yes gentle-
men I1 know it and not only so but I1 knowihnow
that there are heavenly messengersmessengersmis that are
now near me as near as ars watt and longylong
who are taking notes as faithfully as they araraarc
and more so theile natural eye cannot see
them but they are here and by our acts andanti
our words abshallshailallail we be fudgedjudged yesyer and these
messermessengersgarsFers transmit our words andanti our acts
up on high which are registered there in books
and by andnd bye when the dead small and great
shall stand before god these are the books
thathat will be opened and the leaddead will be

dazed out of the things that are written in thebooksboks then let us be careful what we do
and what we say the sacred writings on
earth contain ththe laojlaw but the records above
contain the facts

there is hono corner so remote no place so
secret none so secluded or dark that the angel
of god is not there taking0 notes what doesdoeatl 0es
the poet say angels above us are silent
notes taltaitaking and I1 suppose thethey are dailycritclitcli-ltrans andm posted and when they get
throughbrough with their labor pertaining to us
theirheir nleynnoea will all appear iliin the great ledgerS
n which thetile accounts and balance sheet will
e fully shown up and by our keeping a faith


