L ®

- —————— . S ——

NO. 9.

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY. WEDNESDAY. MAY 2, 1560,

VOL. X.

STILLNESS OF TIME.

Time swings his scythe o'er rugged ﬁ'nunds,

And mows his swath *mid chains and crowns,
Withont a clink or ratile; ‘

And secretly he bears his wounds,
On life’s great field of batt]el

So soft he wreads upon the mould,

So silenutly hils ¢tale is told,»

We scarcely know we’re growing old.

S0 siient is his march below,y

Throughout this world of *weal and woe,”?
His footsteps rall =0 gentle,

That even Age Torgels there’s suow
Upon his dusty mantle!

And suft he treads his daliy route.

We quite forget the seer, devout—

Forget our sands are running out!

Day steals to nighty with noleeless cary
And passes like a ghooting star)

And while this *¢coll is shuffled,”?
YWe scarcely feel our puls¢s jar,

So deep the heart is wmufMed, l
The wheels move round as noiselessly -

As boats trail down the sumiuer sea,
¢« Where heaven Is all tranquility.”

The mighty engine speedd Its way,

While on, and on, trom day to day,
As fresh as In Jire’s morning,

Unto vur childbood?s dreaming May,
We gseem again reéeturning!

Again the Summer wreath we lwiney
W haere flelds with roses are a4 shine,
As erst we did ere ¢auld land syue.”?

And it is well that thus it js=
Ia such a chaoging world as thisj
For, did Tine's vcean murmur,
Or did we hear hys crater Lissy
Qur life would have no Summer}
Our lire would be a falthless show,
Like roses buried under snow,
Where the Polar whirlwinds blow,

Oh Time! our oid,our secret friead,
When thoun, at last, dost lowiy bend,
To cast aside thy mantle;
When thou dost here pronvunce the End!
() wilt thou speak as gentle?
Ohbh, will thou theu as kindly sevi,
Aud make the change a carcless dream,
Like tiasit down s Summer siresiu!

DISCOURSE

By Elder ORSON HYDE, Tabernacle, March
2‘5' 15‘601
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Brethren and sisters, it has fallen to my lot
to make a few remarks to you this morning.—
Were my own feelings gratified, I should be a
Liearer on this occasion, and not a speaker;but
I am willing to contribute my mite to increase,
if possible, the current of intelligence and to
increase the comfort and happiness of the
Saints of God.

We, brethren and gisters, are occnpying a
very important position. Perhaps we do not
all realize it; and [ may also add that very
likely I do not realize the importauce of the

osition that I occupy as an individual identi-
tied with the body of the people.

There were some few reflections passing
through my mind this morning while centem-
plating the scenes that are before us. ~ There
are two things that are for us to consider—the
truth and certainty that God has verily spok-
en to us from on high, or that he has not.—
One or the other of these statements is certain-
ly true. We profess that he has spoken to us

thorized.

from heaven, and revealed unto us his mind
and will touching our duties, and the course
of life that we should pursue in order to build
up his kingdom, and spread the light of truth
throughout the world.

Now,if he really has spoken to us,if he real-
Iy has given to us the Holy Priesthood, which
is the power that rules in heaven, and the
prayers of all Christendom are,“Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth asitisin

heaven”—if these prayers be heard and an-|

swered,the same power that rules in the heav-

|

Christ? If I obey my own will, my inclina- | that he has said unto his servants who are

tion or burning desire to go and preach what | clothed with this power, as he said unto those
'whom he called when his son miristered

I believe to be the gospel, that does not author-
ize me to go in the name of the Lord. If I,by
my own act and deed, have authorized my
friend to go, in my name, to give receipts and
acquitances, to sign conveyances for me or in
my behalf, and under my own signature he
has received that autbority, he then has au- |
thority in himself; that is, that authority in |
me is transferred to him to g
business in my name. Am I then bound by
what he does? Yes, to all intents and pur-
poses. Am I bound by the act of any individ-
nal authorized by another person, yet not au-
thorized by me? No, Iam not. Is the trans-
action of any other than my legally appointed
attorney valid to me in law? No, it is not; it
is worth nothing.

Well, then, if this people have the holy

priesthood, if it has been conferred upon us,

and we actually do exercise under that priest- |

| our duties in this priesthood,

our integrity and the faithful performance of
0 Yyou not see
that we are required to work not only for our

amongst men, “Whatsoever ye shall bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatso-
ever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.”
The priesthood that does not
ower
or a

ossess this
ower issued and given from any irre-

back it up, or to respond to its petitions. We
do not ask for such a priesthood, omne that
would lead us to commit fergery, and to use
that name in vain of which I have been speak-
ing; I say we do not ask for any information
or power from such a source. Such a priest-
hood would subject me to a penalty thatI
would not like to ineur; neither would any man
that has any knowledge, or that knows his
right hand from his left. But, O the ignor-
ance and blindness of this generation! they

hood, and according to the instructions that |know not the right hand from the left in the
are given us from on high, is or is not the Al- | things of God, with all their boasted wisdom
mightybound to respond to andto own our deeds | and skill, and all their inventions.

and acts? Ishe not bound upon the prinei-
ples of law, even that are common amon

men, and well known to us?  Most certainly
he is. Did you ever know a gentleman or

do business in the name of that person, and yet

denvthat he had anylineof communication with |
‘and let us see how we stand. If God has spok-

the principal or party for whom he was agent?
That would be a contradiction of the position

he occupied. If he claims to have authority
and power to transact business, the inference
is leritimate and coneclusive that he has had
a correspondence with the prinecipal by whom
he is employed. But what do the world at
large tell us? Why, that God has not spoken
from the heavens; that he has given no revela-
tion, that he has not made known his will to
man for the last seventeen or eighteen centu-
ries. Admitting the truth of this statement,
where then is their authority to act inthat
name? Their denial of any correspondence,
of any communication between the K ng of
Kings is clear and conclusive that they them-
gelves teatifﬁ by these statements, that they
have ro such authority as they pretend to ex-
ercise.

To act in the name of another then, without
having the requisite authority, what does it
amount to in law? Does it amount to forgery
to use a name without authority? Yes, even
the name of any man in business transactions.

If it is not forgery, what else would you
call it? What would you lawyers term it?—
And if it be forgery, what is the penalty? Is
it not a fine? Is it not imprisonment? And
does it not deprive a man of citizenship and
liberty? Most assuredly it does. Well then,
to commit forgery against man is but a tri-
fling offence to the committing of forge
against the King of Kings and Lord of Lords
by the use of his name when we are not au-
Hence we are told that no man
shall take the name of the Lord his God in
vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless
that taketh his name in vain.”

If I ain not legally appointed to actasa
minister of Jesus, am I not taking his name in
vain! Judge ye what 1 say. It is my opinion
that when the vail is rent,there will be a page
disclosed that will astonish the world; for the
holy priesthood has been given unto us; that
is, antherity to act in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ; and a voice from heaven has
declared that, at that name, every knee shall
bow and every tongue confess. If we are au-
thorized by that Eersnnage, and he has given
us a right to use his name, then our heavenly
Father is bound to fulfill and tohonor our acts
and doings, when we proceed according to the
letter of instructions that he has given to us.
Judge ye! my declaration, however, may not
be sufficient; therefore I will refer you to the
declaration of the Son of God which bears di-
rectly on the point at issue. What is it?—
“Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be

en must eventually rule on earth; then, if the |hound in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall

priesthood has been given to us, as weclaim
it has, we are nccnppnﬁ a very important po-
sition in the world. What is this priesthood?
What is this power that is conferred upon us
in the holy priesthood? What particular
power do you give when you send a man to
some other landto transact business in your
name? You give him a power of attorney, au-
thorizing him to transact in your name the
business that you wish to be performed; and
in that latter of appointment would be convey-
ed all your power, yourauthority and ability
to transact that business, even as effectually
as if you yourself were present to perform it
with your own hand.

It is an agency then, though it may be said
that the priesthood, which 18 au tv from
God to act in his name, differs from that an-
thority which is given to man to transact busi-
ness for his fellows. Iam willing to admit
that there is a difference so far as the business
for which they are delegated is concerned; for
one is temporal,the other is spiritual,the oneis
earthly,the other heavenly. But let me ask—
where is the man who is authorized to go

loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”’—
Matt. 18 chap., 18 verse.  Hear it ye people!
Hear it ye that mock at the authority of God,

nigh unto you,

Again, if this priesthood has been commit-
ted unto us, and I will take the responsibility
of saying in the name that I have named be-
fore you,that this authority has been conferred
and placed upon us by messengers from the
courts of glory; and this is as strong a testi-
mony a8 I am capable of hearing on this point.
I know it, and I am an eye witness before you,
and so are my brethren who surround me on
this stand,and it is written that the testimony
of two or three is good, and by it shall every
word be established. The testimony of two
in a court of justice will hang a man, or take
away his liberty. |

Now, we, in the sacredness of that name,
bear testimony unto you that the priesthood
has been given to man, and we do it with the
assurance that God will respond to the deeds
done in his name, and by the authority of that

forth and act in the name of the Lord Jesus

priesthood which he has given; and remember

They are wise in many things that Eertain
to this world, and they possess some knowl-
‘edge of the sciences; but when they come to
'the policy of the King of Kings and Lord of

{ agent delegated by an individual to go forth to | Lords, they know little or nothing about it.

We say again that we are occupying an im-
portant position. Take it on the other hand,

en to us and given to us the holy priesthood;

then this is the only door by which men and |

women can enter and be saved in the kingdom

‘of Godj this is the only door that enters into

the celestial kingdom, that eutitles us to do-
minions, principalities and powers; it is the
only door and key by which mankind ean ob-
tain an entrance into life everlasting.
The world is arrayed against us. The
have long sought an action against the people
of God, and what are they dving? Now says
the Almighty, I have given unto yon power to
save all mank'nd that believe and repent. O!
but saythe world,that is blasphemy,that is tak-
ing the laurels of the Savior and twining them
around your own brow. Do you assume such
responsibility as that? 1Itis the very height
of folly and wretchedness. This is what our

accusers say, but let us look at this matter a
little. Did not the Savior say when speaking
tothe Jews—*If the salt has lost its savor,
then it has no power to save, and is good for
n>thihg but to be cast out and trodden under
foot of men. And says the Prophet—“Saviors
shall come up on Mount Zion to judge the mount
of Esau and the kingdom shall be the Lord®s.”
Did not our Savior say, he that heareth you
heareth me? Then if we have this authority,
this priesthood, this agency to aet in that
name, the name and power and priesthood of
the Savior, are we not entitled to a fulfillment
of the promise—¢Lo I am with you always to
the end of the world?”? What more can you
ask, what more can you desire?

This is the virtue of that priesthood that
the Savior has conferred ugnn us by the pow-
ers that are centred on high, and this I know
to be true. Although it is bestowed upon a
fenple that is everywhere spoken against, yet

feel to say, in my heart, God be thank-
ed that he has conferred this honor upon us!
We ought to be willing to endure the hardness
of the world as good soldiers.

Don’t you know that the world are seekin
to ensnare and kill their only saviors? If
they Kill us, they are damned. Hearit! En-
snare us and you shall be ensnared; throw
stumbling blocks in our way, and stumbling
blocks shall be thrown in yours. I speak by

and remember that I have declared and borne |
testimony that the kingdom of God has come |p

| authority; [ know the source whence the IH-J whether

1|

thority came.

I am here reminded of a liftle aneecdote, a
little circumstance that will serve to illustrate
what I would wish to say. I donot know that
I shall get it exactly right, but I shall be able
to get the principle. nce, in Nauvoo, br.
Joseph Smith had a dream. It was about the

dom, He dreamed that cerlain characters had
dug a pit, and bound his arms with a view of
ushing him into it. Well, there he was with
is hands bound fas!, and all ready for being
ushed into the pit, but when his enemies
made a stride at him, they happened to miss
him and fell in themselves. Then, when they
could not get out themselves, they cried to
Joseph, saying, help us out of the pit, but he
gaid, I cannot do it, for you have bound me.
That is the position of theworld. They de-
sire to destroy their only real benefactors; and
when they get into truugle, so that they can-
not save themselves, they will cry to the ser-
vants of God for deliverance; but the reply
will be—*you have bound us, you have crush-
ed us, and have rendered it impossible for us
to save you.” Then the cries of the wicked
will ascend up to heaven; and finally, when
they are brought before the judgment seat, it
will be said unto them--“Depart from me, ye
cursed, for I was an hungered and ye fed me
not, I was naked and ye clothed me not, [ was
thirsty and ye gave me no drink.”
Well then, inasmuch as the salvalion of the

world is, to a great extent, dependent upon

would give no more for than I would

own salvation, but for the welfare and salva-
tion of others? Now, if we respect mankind,
we will not waste any of our valuable time,
but go right forward, and although men may
meet us with their rifles, with their cannon,
and engines of death, yetthe day will come
' when they will thank God that there was in-

o and transact |sponsible source. There is no power in it, to|tegrity in us, and a disposition to save, be-

cause they will find that their salvation has
depended upon us. And were we to turn back
and fly from the track,they would curse us for
having done so, for they will see that, if they
gain any favor at all, it will be owing to our
faithful*adherance tothe cause with which we
have been entrusted.

Brethren and sisters, there are many things
that pass through my mind when I reflect up-
on the ma%nitmle of the work in which we are
engaged; but I feel as though I had said just
about enough at this time,

(Blessed the sacramental cup.) Brother
Young says he wishes me to go ahead and
speak as I feel led by the spirit; bt when I
arose I did not anticipate speaking but a few

i

time of his troubles, just before his martyr-

minutes, and hence, I keyed my voice too high
for a lengthy speech; though willing to speak,
I have to confess that I feel my voice giving
way. In my remarks so far,I have not touch-
ed the thing that was in my mind when I com-
menced to address you, therefore these are on-
ly preliminaries. Still I felt that I wanted to
apprise the Saints, and all concerned of the
aufl:.hurity under which the servants of God
act.

Among the Jews, the Seribes and Pharisees
would teach the people in this way; “now, if
this is to be, then the inference is so and so,
and if thisproposition be true, then the con-
clusion is certain. Buat when Jesus spoke to
 the people and taught them, he made no vain
propositions and drew no milk and water con-
clusions; but he spoke and it was done, and
the contrast was so great between the teach-
ings of the Jewish Rabbis and the teachings
of the Savior, that they could not *but notice
it. Why, said they, he speaks as one having
authority, and not as the Scribes.  He, hav-
ing this priesthood, and having communion
with God, our heavenly Father, manifested
the wisdom of the heavens, and this difference
is manifested and felt in this generation when
the servants of God proclaim to the inhabit-
ants of the earth that God has spoken, and
that he again reveals his will to man.

I am not now speaking of those who may
have this priesthood in form only, and who go
and get drunk as some have done; I am not
speaking of those who have committed whore-
dom in the land, for they will'all go to hell to-
Fether, if they repent not. [ want to draw the

ine of distinction between them and those who
call upon God day and night for instruction to
'mark out their course., They are the ones
who have the favor of heaven, who are filled
with his spirit, and whose words are quick
and powerful, and whose testimony causes the
wicked to fear and tremble.

We speak that which we do know, and tes-
tify to that which we have seen. What do
you know? says the inqu'rer. I know thatthe
gospel which we have received is the truth of
God, and I know that it will rule the world,
and I know that every manm, kingdom and peo-
le that opposes it will be broken to shivers.
do not care whether the opposition arises in
the church or out of it, I know that he that
raises his Euuy arm against this work will be
broken of his power and finally destroyed, if
he does not cease his hostilities. I care not
it be the judge upon the bench, or
commanders of armies, the consequence will
be as I have told you.

God has spoken, and I know it, becaunse I
have heard his voice, and know the voice of the
good shepherd, and am thankful that I have
felt his power. Do I know that he has given
this authority to use his name? Yes, gentle-
| men, I know it; and not only so, but I know
that there are heavenly messengers that are
' now near me, as near as brs, Watt and Long,
who are taking notes as faithfully as theyare,
and more so. The natural eye cannot see
them, but they are here, and by our acts and
our words shall we be judged. Yes, and these
messergers transmit our words and our acts
up onhigh, which are registered there in books,
and by and bye, when the dead small and great
shall stand before God, these are the books
that will be opened, and the dead will be
{'_,udzed out of the things that are written in the

ooks. Then let us be careful what we do,
and what we say, The saered writings on
earth contain the law, but the records above
contain the facts.

There i8 no corner so remote, no place so
secret, none so secluded or dark that the angel
of God is not there taking notes, What does
the poet say? ‘“Angels above us are silent,
notes taking.” And I suppose they are daily
transcribed and posted, and when they gt
through with their labor pertaining to ns,
their no*es will all appear in the great ledger,
in which the accounts and balance gheet will
be fully shown up, and by our keeping a faiih-




