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THE DESERET WEEERKLY.

to the office. He reaches the depart-
ment at 8:45, and very often Olney him-
self and bis ptivate secretary, Mr. Bland-
ford,are the only men there at that time.
The average Secretary of State does not
appear hefore ten, and be usually takes
at least two hours for lunch. James G.
Blaine seldom spent meore than a couple
of hours a day at the department. He
had a telephonic connection with bis
house, and his butler could never tell
you whether Blaine was at the house or
the State department until he had gone
in to Mr, Blaine and asked him where
he was® _If Blaine didn’t want to see
you he was always at the State depart-
ment.

Mr. Olney begins bis work at a quar.
ter to nine. He does not sit at the large
desk in the middle of the office. He
has a little roller-top desk away off in
one corner of the room. [t issituated
just in front ot the window, and QOlney
is so shul oft that you can approach him
only from one side.  There is oue chair
nedar this desk, and the others who wish
to see him must either t1ake a seat at the
other side of the room, or, what is more

robable, wait in the ante room until he
is ready to receive them.

The first thing the Sccretary does up-
on reaching the depariment is 10 go
through his mail. The letters which
come Lo the Secretary of State every day
would fiil a number of bushel baskets.
The mail, however, is sifted again and
again beforc it is brought to tne Secre-
tary. Every letter which can be attend-
ed to without his advice is weeded out,
and only the important lettersare lefc.
Mr. Olney has learned from his work as
a lawyer to leave details to others and
to save himself where he can.  He first
takes up his personal mail and goes
through it. He then applies himself to
the leiters of the department He takes
~up a letter, rapidly glances through it,
and then dictates his reply. He dictates
quickly, seldom stopping for a word,
and seidom changing a sentence after 1t
has been dictated. This work goes on
antil about 1o o'clock. At this time he
begins to receive lis callers. Oa his
busy days he sces only those who have
something of importance to discuss with
him., He takes one man at a time, and
*finishes up with hin before he goes to
the next. He appreciates the value of
his tinie,and he gels to the point quickly.
If 2 man does not say what lis business
is he asks him. He accdes mniost
.matters oft hand, and as aiule knows
his own mind.

Atfter having finished with his callers
his mail is brought into him to sign
Heis very carctul as to this part ol his
work, He dictates the lelters very
rapidly, but hesigns them very slowly.
He 1eads ower every letter, word lor
word, before he signs it,and i case there
‘is a doubt asto policy or meaning he
lays the letter aside or changes it. At
u2:30 his Boston mail comes in. He
louks over this,and by 1 o'clock is ready

_ to leave lor luncheon. He drives home
in the department carriage, and is gone
about three quarters of an hour. He
eats mode;awcly, diinks but little, and
does not chiew or smouke. After heis
through with his lunch hie goes back 10
the department and works steadily until
inur, when he leaves for his walk or hus
tenuis.

I nave said that the Secretary dictates
answers to ail of bis lerters. It s io-
tercstiing to know lLow he prepares his
state papers, When he has anything

very important to write he does not use
a stenographer. He first takes a pencil
and pad and writes out carefully just
what he wantsto say, and then hands
the manuscript over to his typewriter to
be copied. He revises carefully, and
when the paperis completed it represents
his exact thought. All of the important
State Department papers which have
been sent out during his administration
have been written by him. He wrote
all of the Bayard instructions except the
last paragraph, This was written by
President Cleveland.

I called upon Secretary Olney some
lime ago at the State Department. He
talked with me for some time, but
would not permit me to quote him in
the newspapers. [ could see, however,
that he has a number of new tdeas as to
our diplomatic service, and that heis a
big enough man not to be twisted around
the fingers of Julian Pauncefote, the
British minister, or of the other wily
diplomats of Washington. He is, 1
judge, a man with a sirong backbone.
He has opinions of his own, and is not
afraid to act upon them. He comes out
in striking cuntrast with Secretary Bay-
ard, who had no backbone at all, and
who was, | believe, the weakest man
who ever held the portfolio ©f stale,
Bayard was always an English trimmer.
When he was Secretaiy of State Le
knuckled down to the Eoglish, and he
was only happy when he was giving a
luncheon to some ol the Englishmen
who now #nd then come to the capital.

Secretary Qlney has a summer home
not far trom Gray Gables, where Cleve-
land has been spending bis summer
vacations, and it was probably through
the acquaintance there formed that the
President chose him as Attorney General,
{ am told that Qlney took the place
thinking what his work would be, toa
large exleat, judicial in its mature. He
found it was much more political than
anything else. It is saxd that he was
much disgusied with it, and that he was
ilad to leave it for the Secretaryship ol
State. While he was Attorney General,
Cleveland advised with him as to state
matters, and the two are very close lo
one another upon all matters relating to
the administration. Olneyv is made of
diflerent stuft fron the average cahinet
minister that Cleveland has bad. Dur-
ing his last administration the different
Secretaries were only clerks to the
President, and this is, to a large extent,
the case today, with the exception ot
Secretary Olney, Olney has an opinion
of his own on 'every subject, He al-
ways has areason for his opinion, and
Cleveland, obstinate as he is on most
malters, is always amendable to reason.
As to whether Cleveland really wanis a
third term or not |l am not ahble to say.
As to whether he wants Olney 1o be
Piesident, I do not know, but it is very
certain that Oloey would make a better
presidential candidate than any other
man in the cabinet.

Secietary Oiney lives here in Wash-
ington fn a hoyse on the corner of 17:h
and Khode lsland avenue, His house
15 within two blocks ot the British lega-
tion, within a sione's throw ot the
statue of Ueneral Scutt, and about six
blocks trom the White House. Jtis a
cream-colored brick ot three stories and
contains in the neighborhood of twenty
room. tis wile presides over the estab-
lishment, and une of his daughters, Mrs.
Minot, is with him. He has, | beileve,

'a second danghter, who is marnied to a

physician and who lives in Germany-
Mrs. Olney comes of an apcestry quile
as noted a5 that of the Secretary. She
is a daughter of the Judge Thomas with
whom Mr. Qlney studied Jaw. While
the future Secretary was courting Black-
stone he courted Miss Thomas as well,
and the result of his courtship was
marriage. The Thomases came over to
this country from England at a very
early date. Mrs. Olney’s great-great:
grandfather was Isaiah Thomas, oneo
the founders of the Massachusetts Spy.
This paper began its publication in 1770-
It was a tri-weekly and was very strongly
anti British. The tories tried to break
it up,and Mrs. Olney’s great-great grand-
father had to flee a number of times with
his type and machinery, in order to save
. This man Thomas was with Paul
Revere on that tamous r.de, when he
carried the news of the crossing of the
Charlesriver by the British troops to the
inhabilants of the interior towns. It was
the ride celebrated by Longfellow in
that poem which begins as lollows:

Listen my children, and you shall hear

Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere,

QOn the eighleenth of April, in Seventy-five;
Hardly a man is now alive

Whe remembers that day and year,

He said 10 his friend, *'It the British march
By land or sea from the town tenight,
Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch

Qf the North Church Tower as a signal light—
Qne, if by land, and twe, if by sea;

And [ on the opposite shore will be,
Ready 1o tide and spread the alarm .
Through every Middlesex village and farm
For the country folk to .be up and to arm.

Well, Mrs. Olney’s greai.g reat-grand-
father was with Paul Revere when he
tcok the rice, and it was In his *‘Massa-
chusetts Spy,”” on the 3rd of the next
month, that he printed the moito:

‘“‘Aniericans, liberty or death! Join or
die. '’

Now, one hundred and twenty years
later, the great-great-granddaughter of
this man is wife of the Secrelary of State
who is causing England more trouble
than any Secretary we have had for the
past two generalions, Itis queer, isit
not, how, to a certain extent, listory
repeats itself?
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MATERNAL IMPRESSIONS.

The transmission by parents to cff-
spring ol qualities possessed by their
ancestors is 1o longer.a maiter of theory.
No doctrine is more thoroughly esiab-
lished than the doctrine of “heredity,"
thanks to the eftorts of great thinkers
and observers like that bold scientist
and splendid Englishman who, to our
sorrow, has just passed away, Habils,
repeated and persisted in for genera-
tions become instincts, and facullies of
hody and mind, cultivated for a length-
ened period, become more or less trans-
missible. There may be occasional
breaks in the chain-——the natural vari-
ants and flaws of continuity—and also
frequent symptoms of stavism, but the
mysterious forces that influence form
and vilality, when once hxed in the
blood, become appareutly ineradicable,
Thus the vices of the {athers are visited
upon the children, and their viriues re-
produced for ages, Like begets like,
even to our feelings, thoughts and act-

ions, this consideration should alone be



