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these influences exist around us tempttempt-tempt-
ing

tempt-
ing

tempt-
inging the unwary and having influence
upon those w o0 are weak in their faith
concerning the divinity of the work of
God and the authority of the Holy
Priesthood

Then again there are influences at
work which deny the authority of the
Holy Priesthood asserting that it is
contrary to mansman's liberty that it is in
opposition to the principle of liberty to
pay any special respect to the utterances
of the bearers of the Priesthood ofot the
Son of God This is becoming somesome-some-
what

some-
what

some-
whatwhat common There is a fear in the
minds of many that some influence of
an improper kind and which they dodo-

not
do-

not
do-

notnot want will operate upon the minds
of the Latter day Saints because they
believe that God has appointed a PriestPriest-Priest-
hood

Priest-
hoodhoodbood in His Church and that He has
given authority to that Priesthood The
effort seems to be to destroy it possible
the influence of the Priesthood and to
show how dangerous a power it would
be ifit it were allowed to be exercised asas-

it
as-

it
as-

itit is supposed that the Latter-dayLatter Saints
believe it shouldI e exercised

All these things are operating at the
present time in our midst as well as InIn-

the
in-

the
in-

thethe earth the evident object being to
destroy if possible the work otofo God
and to deceive the people so that they
will not receive the doctrindoctriness ofot the Son
otof God OtOf course if men can bebe-

tautautaughtht to believe that miracles can be
wrwrought by some power that they can
obtain without submitting to the ordinordin-ordin-
ances

ordin-
ances

ordin-
ancesances of the Gospel that weakens the
influence of the Gospel IfIt you say to
mankind You must believe in Jesus
Christ you must repent of your sins
you must put away evil far fromIrom you
you must deny yourselves and bring
your appetites and passions into subsub-sub-
jection

n-ub to the Gospel of Christ in order
to receive the Holy Ghost and the
pOWpowerT which accompanies it and if atat-

the
at-

thethe same time they are taught through
some other agency that it is not neces-
sary

neces-
sarysary to repentrepeat ofot sin to forego the
gratification of lust and to put away
evil can younot seeee how it weakens the
influence of the Gospel and how cuncun-cun-

ning
cun-

ning
cun-

ningning a plan it is to destroy the children
of men So in reIrelation to these other
things ofot which I have spoken When
mensreD and women found that they could
receive communication from the spirit
world through some other agency than
the Gospel of course they seized hold
of that They did not want revelation
and communication from God when it
hadbad to be obtained by self-denialself and byby-

a
by-

aa strict compliance with the laws of God
But when the bars were thrown down
and they were told thatthat no matter what
they wdrunkardswerewere drunkards whoremongersmongers
or sinful in every theyrespectrespect they could
obtain spiritual communication then
the whole world speaking generally
ran afteratter this false doctrine and these
pernicious practices because they cou d
obtain these without any regard to purpur-pur-

ity
pur-

ity
pur-

ityity of conduct or of life Satan hashas-

taktaktakenn these methods to destroy the
chIldren ofot men Men say OhOh there
is no devil They deny the existence
of that btbeingng But you dayLatterLati-erSaints who have received the G l

do youyuu not know by your personal exex-

periencepen nce that there is a being otof this
kind though your eyes may nneverver have
beheldtd himhim Certainly you do Youukknoww itat by these evidences that I have
mentioned knowbut youknowknow it better perpeeper-

hapshaps bybf personal jeexperience WhenW
yon joinjoinedd theike inin your nativemauve

lands you know the storm of opposi-
tion

opposi-
tion

opposi-
tiontion that raged against you You saw
the effect of SatansSatan's influence and you
have seen it ever sincesince We have concon-con-
stant

con-
stant

con-
stantstant evidence of the existence of this
power in the falsehoods and misrepre-
sentations

misrepre-
sentations

misrepre-
sentations that have been indulged inin-

and
in-

and
in-

andand the murderous spirit that has beenheen
manifested against the people of GodGod-
IfIf the world were to open their eyes
they would behold before them the I

evidences of these two great powerspowers-powers
the power of God and the power of
Satan Satan hasbas inspired men with
murderous hate and with the spirit of
falsehood He has done this from the
beginning Jesus in speaking of Satan
said he was a liar and a murderer fromIrom
the begbeginning And those who follow
him receive the same spirit We have
seen it manifested It has cost the best
blood of this nineteenth century It is
this spirit that has stirred up hatred and
animosity against us through which all
manner of persecutions have been
v sited upon the Latter-dayLatter Saints It
has cost human suffering to an indesindes-indes-
cribable

indes-
cribable

indes-
cribable extent in our generation It
has cost human life beyond computa-
tion

computa-
tion

computa-
tiontion Men women and childrenchildren- have
died through the sufferings that have
been entailed upon them through this
inhuman spirit which Satan has disdis-dis-
seminated

dis-
seminated among the children of men
It would require the pen and the tongue
of an angel to describe the sufferings
that have been entailed upon the people
of God through this power of Satan
God alone knows the anguished hearts
the pain and the sorrow which it has
caused Virtue has been trampled unun-

der
un-

derder foot Truth has been maligned and
vilified until it has been made to appear
of the blackest character AllAn this has
been done through the influence of

I

which I speak Satan has reireignedned inin-

the
in-

theththe earth he has built up a great power
in the earth and he is determined that
he will maintain his dominion in this
earth He and those asassociated with
him are benton destroying the work of01

God and wresting from the hands of
Jehovah the authority that belongs to
Him This is his determined purpose
and he has sought to accomplish it from
the time when man wwass placed upon
the earth until theCie presentpresent Under his
influence blood haslias flown in torrents
leIe is the father of ccontention and of

strife and he seseeksks totd destroy the childchild-child-
ren

child-
renren ofot men He is determined to de-dede-
stroy

de-
stroy

dede-
stroystroy the work of our FFather and to
bring u-su- 'su-su- 'sus into subjection to him The
great contest that is going on in these
last days is a contest fortor the control and
supremacy of this earth Satan being de-dede-
termined

de-
termined

dede-
termined that he will maintainD his concon-con-
trol

con-
trol

con-
trol and the Lord having spoken and
said that the day is at hand wbwhenn the
earth shall be redeemed from the power
and dominion of Satan and
shall be swept from its facelace WWee are
engaged my brethren and sistersrs inin-

this
in-

this
in-

thisthis great contest We have been told
repeatedly that God has reserved in the
heavens choice spirits to come forth inin-

this
in-

this
in-

thisthis last dispensation bbecausecause of the
greatness and the magnitude of the
work to be accomplished Of course
among the spirits of men asao we havehav
proved in our mortal existence thereth
are differences of degree It has re-rere-

quired
re-

quired
rere-

quired apparently the most valiant mmennn-

andand womenn to ccomeme forth in the laSt
days for reasons which ououghtht to be
plain to those who reflect Tors isis hotootno-
taaa shortlived didispensation insIt is toto ggoongo on-on

sing Inhi pjkpower aanddoln until it

shall fill the whole earth and the earth
be redeemed and sanctified And of
course it requires great valor greatobe-
dience

gr-eatobedience and great gifts in order to-toac-
complish

to--

accomplishaccomplish the end that is to be attained
under the promises of God The Lordi
has permitted spirits to bebe- born amongamong-
the various races of mankind that are
fitted and qualified to accomplish this
great work He has called HisHas serv-
ants

serv-
antsants as fishers and as huntersbunters to gogo-
forthforth to the various rationsnations of the earth
and hunt and gather out those
spirits who shall be drawn to thet-he

the--
GospeGospelGospe The GoGospelpei has been likelake aa
magnet among the nations It has
drawn to it the pure the meek the lowlow-low-
ly

low-
ly

low-
lyly Thousands can testify that when
they heard the servants of God propro-pro-
claim

pro-
claimclaim the message which they oret that
God had againagam spoken from the heav-
ins

heav-
ensinsens that the everlasting Gospel was
restored and that the authority to ad-adad-
minister

adad-
ministerminister its ordinancesordinances- had been given
unto men they embraced the messagemessage-
wwithlh all their hearts The only ffearar that
they entertained was that it was almost
too good to be true The EldersEiders who
have gone forth know how this hashs
been They have found these men and
women just as fishers and hunters find
the object of their toil and search They
have drawn these people together and
the powpowerr of God has been poured out
as never beforebelore No human being has
ever witnessed nor mortal pen has ever
written anything like this work Never
has there bebeenn such a work as this ioin
which we are engaged NeverN ver has the
power of God been poured out so uni-uniuni-
versally

uniuni-
versally upon the people of everyevery land
and clime as it has been in ourour day
Under its influence the people havhave
been impelled 10to gather into one place
there to worship God to keep His
commandments to build up His king
domdum and to prepare the way for the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ

My brethren and sisters are you not
impressed with the greaBrea ness of the un-unun-
dertaking

unun-
dertaking that God has assigned unto
uus Ar you not impressed with the
necessity ofot faithfulness to this worldworkworkf-
AreAre you not I pies ed wiwithh tthee importimport-import-
ance

import-
anceance of upholding the authauthority which
God hasbas restored to the earth TiTruee
He has chosen the weak thinsthings of the
world butbut itt isib evevidencedence of the inin-inofo-fof their standing beforere God
The lowliness off ththeirar birth the tolowli-
ness

0 Vii
ness of their surroundingsings and of tbtheir
connections is no proof that they aleace in-inin
f iniu the slsightht of God THe Son 04
God was born iniii a stable

s'-

std idimiD aam-

angermangermauget Who among the so-
s

so'-
s

so s ofoft men
had such lowly surroundings as this
gorious BBangang One ofot the Godhead
ththe Son ofot the Eternal fueRetheRetheRe-the-Re theRe--
deemerdedeemermer of the world I of itit bornbornbom-
inin a stable cradled in a mangermanger I And
who were His associatesassociate TTheyey W

fishermenofof the most despised tio-nton in the landlana and yet who werewe-re th-eythey Jesus said to them
YeVe which have followed me in the reregenera-

tion tio-n enera
tion when the Son of man shall sit theinthein the throne
of his glory ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel j

That was to be the dignity that they
should attainattain unto ThTheyy should sit asas-
judges otof the house of Israel And PaulRaul
told tile Saints inm hihis day

Do ye not know that the saints shall judgeth-e jud-gethe world and if the bbe judged by
Q Jareare ye unworthyuD to0 judge th rnam-atttows nl yeyet not that e ssha lilidgedge wigsng 1

jii MitIt iis a bl to wus tatfathers


