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ERRA DEL FUEGO IN 1898

at do you do to keep out the in
up I1 asked a man who has charge

sheep in tierra del fuego the
beror night do was the reply
gy we shoot them sometimes

B catch them and send them to the
olle mission station on dawson Is

fl but it Is cheaper to kill them on
ht I1 have heard other men make

statements the ona indians
orttoern tierra del fuego are hunt
like wild beasts they are shot
i without question when they are

near the white establishments
every big sheep station has its
who keeps a lookout for them

account is made of such as are
leded anere Is practically no law in
ara del fuego and although both
rentinaina and chile own portions
it the greater part of it is as wild

eckass the united states at the time
olumbus

hee indians feel much the same as
whites they scruple not to send

lrr arrows into them and when they
gye the greater force they are not

ild to attack only a few months
e two chilean naval officers were

keying one of the smaller islands
rr here they were killed by the
anss the men when found were
ped and in one of them there were

atyty five arrows with glass heads
k result warfare it is difficult

arseee onas outside the mission station
dawson island I1 have met with

apett none in my travels through the
part of magellan and along the north

coast of tierra del fuego I1 passed
or two boat loads near the isle of
neeence on the south of the strait
have seen some of the half civil
ones of the catholic mission I1

e however talked with the priests
are working among them and from

and other parties have gathered
news information about these lit

aown people one of the catholic
rs has very kindly given me some

is photographs but these represent
tn in better clad than the average
piele of their kind

I1e most of his pictures are of the
v indians who are found in central
r northern tierra del fiega they
the most numerous of the three

asa about cape HornacHorn accordingcarding to the
leanman estimates numbering from 2000

the other two being the yagtag
1 of whom there are only and

live almost entirely on muscles
shell fish

berlyaly all of these indians go naked
a they have been captured by the

libIdnarles you find them wearing
ar garments but there is seldom a
i manmam among them who
atyot sell his whole suit forfar a plug of

nor a woman who would not
ving snowstormsnow storm take off all she

and give it torfor a piece of redaaa ot bright beads ththeat the wnp 1wear a strip of guan
tnr novtabw alithe bouldersS tied onod by

thongs boubound over the chest the men
and women among them have breech
elclathsclothsachs but the children go naked barr-
ing the coat of whale or fish oil with
which they are liberally smeared this
oil serves to keep out the cold such
as I1 have seen have shown no sign of
shivering although they live in the lat-
itude of labrador and I1 with aywinmy win-
ter flannels and overcoat am none wotoo
warm

these indians have been taintedpainted by
travelers as wretched and miserable in
the extreme I1 do not find them so80
they are sleek tatat and appaapparentlyedaly well
fed those I1 saw farther the
magellanoMagel lans had a perpetual grin on thelttheir
faces and both the onesonas and the yotya
ahanskhans are I1 am told good natured
in traveling along the shores of tierra
del fuego you come every now and
then to an onesonas house it is merely
a hole in the ground with a wind
break of branches or trees bent down
and tied together over it this hole
is about three feet deep and is just
big enough to contain the indian and
his family they use it chiefly at night
crawling inin and cuddling up together
with their dogs lying about and over
them torfor warmth such fires as they
make are for cooking and are in front
of and outside the sleeping hole they
do not Ilikeike to stay more than a night
or so in the same place as they have
an idea that the devil or evil spirit
is after them and they must move on
or he will catch them

the onas are of a good sizeelse though
not the giants that some travelers have
painted them the men are as a rule
about six feet tall and the women about
fivefhe feet five the haghans are much
smaller and the are between
the two were it not torfor their stomachs
the onas might be said to be well
formed they are straight deep cheated
and muscular the women when young
are plump and well rounded with fine
necks and breasts they are all how-
ever great gluttons and they some-
times themselves so that their
stomachs are stretched like a drum
head and extend outou t into pot bellied
ness their skins are lighter than those
of most of our indians they havlehavie
high cheek bones flat noses and
straight dark eyes with rather full
sensual lips their hair Is straight it
tois black and with the men Is singed
close at the crown forming a sort of
tonsure the women let their hair
grow and it hangs down over their
shoulders the men do not begin to
have beards antl late in life and as
they do not alkediketoto appear old they
usually pull out the stray hairs on their
faces an onas seldom hasbas a beard be-
fore he is thirty five or forty

the onas do not apparently care
whether their food is fresh or not be-
fore the advent of sheep farming in
tierra del fuego theyothey lived on fish
hinslfungi and gianacosguanacosguasuana eos guanaco are
wild animals which look like a cross
between the deer andnd the camel andad
are of the sigerile of at viryvery torn sheep
the onesona run them down with thortheir
dopdo and follow taa OWalso onan foot
they area verytory twtut cumro WWand taju

steps so an argentine man who livedMonan the islands says six feet SPapart
when they kill more game than they
can eat they bury the leftoversleft overs in the
bed of a stream and come back a week
or so later and eat them this Isin es-
peciallyally so of the sheep they steal of
the whites they drive them off laIA
flocks of givefive hundred and more gotget
them away into the forest and have
blalx teatfeast they then break the leglea
of the snapshop remaining and drown them
laIs some deep stream leaving themdant
there until the chase of the farmers te10
over when they go back for another
fat but now well rotted feed they eat
the decayed flesh of stranded whales
and fish cheh they findand apon the shore
butbat asan a rule do not go out in canoes
to flahfish as do the haghans and the ala
cahilescatufesfles they also make traps twtor
catch game they use only bows ana
arrows in war and for hunting tharrows were originally tipped with
flint tutbut avow they are pointed with
pieces of glass made out of the broken
whisky and wine bottles thrown abt
by the steamers passing through thetha
strait off magellan the oneona women
weave very pretty rush baskets of a
bowl snapeshape they cure the skins
which their husbands bring in from tha
hunt arodand sewnew them together with sin-
ews intotn to robes or rugs these onesonas LI1
am toldbold have no great spirit or god
like our indians just what thelitheir re-
ligion is14 1I am unable to learn they
believe in polygamy one man having
several wives which he buys of their
fathers at as towlow a price as he cazcan

before the whites came here there
weree something like three thousand of
the indians they worewere aade-
scribed by sea captains as a heahealthyartyhearty naked savage race the mag-
lish a mission in south tlTI1
erra del fuego and persuaded them toput on clothes it is claimed ththatatwithwith
the wearing of clothes cantecame consump-
tion

oon sump
and pneumonia and that this hsreduced their number to less thanthae wt

the headonhead of the mission among
indians Isin thehe rev thomas bridges
who has 0 ift sheep fafabra in the soothBOOM
HOhe has an indian settlement where the
people live in houses andad ahertretheythey
farm onan a small scale the informerinformalormar
tion I1 have about these haghans came
almost entirely from mr bridgesbridge aaH
says they live in groups of about thirty
families they are not canutcannibalsbals as
has been charged and they do not eat
raw meat their principal food con-
sists of mol fish sea calves birds
strawberries and fungi their bromes
cook these things in different ways
they cook birds by placing them onoa
the coalscoal and putting red hot
inside of them they bake ensegsa by
breaking a small hole in one end AMod
thouthen standing them upright in01 the00 bjurem-
bers before the fire turning them
round and round to make them cocook
evenly they cook and eat khhe0 04blood
of animals but aas a rulruleea 6eatat thettheirr
vetevegetables raw the women 11areri tiftthe

rs and the mendmen do46 thilthe bunting
the men make canoes but th waft U

them thay mman boodat


