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are thereupon and thereby minlsterlal—-'grievous to be borne.

he must complete by his fiat what the
statutes require at his hands. This
would seem +to make it appear that the
fault is with the law-making power; |
but this 1s only partlally If at all the'
case, as our divorce statute Is quite as
striet and restrictive as ‘that of most of
the states if not that of any of them
and much more so than some, notably
INinois and South Dakola. As in the
cage of many other contracts, the mils-
ckief. [t would seem, resldes |n the
foundacion of the transaction which,
belng faulty, the whole structure must
of necessity be faulty too.

This {s all the more deplorable when
we take the proper view that of all the
engagements which mankind enters in-
to that of marrlage js the highest and
hollest, the one that should receive the
strictest and best consideration. In-
stead of this being the ease, the cere-
mony whieh unltes a pair “tlif death
does them part” ls very often regarded
as a metre conceszlon to the prejudices
and superstitions of soclety, and truly
the ease wlth which 1t can be so de-
creed must go a long way toward
strengthening that dangerous and dele-
terlons vlew, So long as the marrlage
solemnization is looked 1pon as so much
mummery—a meang by which sinfster
purposes can be accomplished which
otherwise could elther not be galned or
being gained would subject one to ser-
tous trouble—so sure ig it that when the
objeet !s reached the obligation !n al-
most every case becomes a burden to
be cast aside at the first opportunity.
The purposes spoken of are many. One
of them is the deslre for soclal station
or rank; another i{s the hope of riches
or at least Improved circumstances in
{ife; another, the desire to triumph over
a rlval; and one that Is lower and viler
and more fraught with danger 4o the
human race than any ather is mere per-
sonal gratifieation without regard to
dutles, responsibillties, eapabilities or
compatibllity,

Nature, like time, has Its revenges.
It may be defied, Its decrees disregard-
ed, Its demands !gnored and no present
penalty of an adequate character be in-
flicted. But the violations are all prop-
erly recorded and wlil as surely be ex-
plated one way or another as that the
- darknegs of nlght succeeds the bright-
ness of day, Marriage, being the na-
tural estate of man, if treated as a mat-
‘ter of artificlal convenlence, as a rela-
‘tion to be deflned by professional
match-makers, a matter of display at
the beginning and of slavish observ-
ance to the demands of “soeclety’* there-
after, what ls to be hoped for when the
artifice, the gloss, the glamour of the
sltuation are worn away and the real-
Hies of life have made thelr Inevitable
appearance? In other words, when no
longer able to elude the honest condi-
tlons, the equitahle simpiietty whieh pa-
ture exacts, and these are not only re-
ceived but besought as the only sur-
cease when the penaltles are being
Impoged, what binding florece has the
mockery of a contract performed for
appearance sake and ecarrled gut (on
the surface) for fashlon’s sake? None
at ali, except In law; and the compact,
never having possessed the element of
racrednesd or honesty, might ag well he
undone altogether as to exlat only as &
hollow mockery.

All divorces are of course not the re-
sult of such causes as have been herein
set out. but « Jarge proportion of them
are, Some people en'ter into the mar-
riage relatlon honestly, virtuously, and
with a fixed determiratlon to fully and
falrly Alscharge Its obligations, meet
and overcome Its discouragemen'ts and
In all things ahlde by its results, only
to find that their judgmen't has been at
fault, that they have taken upon them-
selves responsibilfties Impossible of ful-
filiment, and that Hfe under such clir-
cumstances would be a burden too
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Others in
same class find out when top late that
that ev]] which some of the best of us
can only know of by assoctatlon—in-
compatibllity—exists, and the welfare
of both partles demands that they be
separated,

There Is a disagreeable abundance of
such cases as these last named. too, and
there seems no present help for them.
The most that can be done under all
the eircumstances would seem to be to
exercise the verybest judgment of which
all the Interested partles are possessed,
and when these ar~ In full accord there
I then something in the nature of a
guaranty for acceptable conditions In
the marrled estate. Passlon, infatua-
tlon, and all kindred influences whleh
set aside the reason are simply the
means by which vietims are fed and
should be fought by all proper agencies
until, like other noxlous zrowths in the
garden of life, they will eventunlly be
extirpated altogether, We must go to
the source of dlisease to miake a ecure
certain,

REGARDING NEUTRALITY,

A reader wants to know If all the na-
‘tions of the earth were formally and
actually neutral during our war with
Spain; also what rules and regulations

neutrality imposes. A}l 'the nations dld
not declare themselves neutral for the
reason that some are not etvilized, and
the action of such Ts not a matter of
concern; all that are elvilized or partly
g0 were neutral except Hawall, which
declared in favor of ‘the United States.
There Is but 1lttle elueldation of a con-
dition of newtrality needed, the word
meaning the same in the intermational
code that It does in the dletionary.
Those nations which at ‘the outbreak
of a war between two or more others
declare themselves meutral must act
aoscordingly—that 1s. they must glve ald
or comfort to neither of the combatan'ts
and place no disadvantages or hind-
rances in the way of either except
when necessary for thelr own protec-
tion or that of some of thelir subjects
or Interests, and even then not to do 8o
aggressively or In such a way as to
render thelr action other than purely
defensive. Neither of the belligerents
must be aided with anything by means
of which belligereney could be carried
on, but in cases of extreme need of re-
palre, provisions or coal, 4 vessel mav
put Inshore at a neutral port and have
a reasnnable time for sueh repalrs, with
what provisions and coal are acbually
needed to get to the next stopping place.
Allassistance apart from this is tmlaw-
ful and would subject the offending
power to belng classed as a belligerent
and so treated.

In espousing the cause of the Unlited
States., Hanvall subjected herself to at-

tack and capture and confiseation or
destructlon of her comimerce by
8pain, without belng ahle to

give w8 any maore asslsbtance than the
providing of a safe and handy bharbor
amounted to. Lucklly the Spanish
were not At any time {n a position to
strike such blows, or undoubtedly they
would bave been dealt abundamtly.

THE DEAL WITH THE SULTAN,

The Philadelphia Record Is Informed
that, according to rumor, the Germsan
emperor has promised to protect Lhe
sultan of Turkey and to guarantee the
Integvity of the Turkish empire, As=a
quid pro quo Germany Is to recelve
Haifa and other territory on the Syrian
coast, and also the island of Rhodes,
hesides the right %o plant a colony at
It 1s further stated that a
German raliread 1s to be built through

the'

Actn Minor and Mesopotamin to the
Perslan gulf.

Should these rumors prove true, Ger-
many ha# obtalned advantages !n the
Orient that will give her predomimance
over her rivals. This will undoubtedly
be of immense advantage to the sul-
tan’s subjects, too, in that part of his
empire. 1In all the coast elifes, as well
4as inland towns, where the representa-
tives of a strong European government
have egtablished themselves, there Is
more liberty, less oppressipn., Life and
property are companatively safe in Jaf-
fa, Jerusalem, Halfa and Beyreuth, and
this advantage will follow the line of
marech of German Influence. Still it is
to be regretted that England Is not tak-
ing a more prominent part in the work
of regenerating Syrla. Germany s
rnot so far advanced from:1 a ctate of
despotism as Great Britaln is, Turkey
needs the ald of a strong people that
believes in Endividual liberty, political
and rellgious, within the boundaries of
law.

A BEADTIFUL SUNSET.

What a glorious sunset wasr that of
yvesterday! How far beyond the power
of man to palnt or describe was it! It
was a glory In colors emblazoned upon
the sky for the creatures who people

the lower sphere {o look up to and won-
der at and admire, as within them
Arizses the thought of how weak and
lowly are all their own creations when
brought In contirast with the grandeur
of omnipotence. The god of day had
sunk beyond the western horizon, but
while his face was no longer visible the
glow of his blazing beams fell upon the
long, tasselated banka of cirto-cumutnus
clouds, and at once these became as
““the celestlal fire Prometheus drew
from heaven." Ruddy gold were they.
An undulating network of burnished

sllver and deepest erimson was cast
athwart ‘the glowing waves, while
through the lfts here and there

gleamed the beautiful blue of the sky.
Hoon the tints began fo shift, the colors
to fade! the rays from the great! solar
lamp were eclimbing higher and high-
er toward -infinity, and at last the
glorious picture blended with the sur-
rounding gloom and was logt to the
moptal gaze forever. The vapors drift-
ed slowly apart and became vagrant
patehes of milst which were speedily
dlssipated, leaving not a wisp agalnst
the changaless azure dome. Night had
‘cast her sable mantle 'round the earth
and pinned it with a atar’"—a beautiful
pleture, too, but lost In the contempla-
tion.of the less famillar and more glow-
Ing ane preceding it.

ABOUT THE OFPENING OF BOHOOLS,

SBpeaking of the opening of the schools
at 9:30 2. m. Instead of 9 o'clock, =
friend of the "News' points out that
this means practically at 9 o'clock ae-
‘tual time, because there is a difference

of nearly half an hour between. the
standard time and the time as indicated
by the rising of the sun: 9:30 o'cloek
is, therefore, early enough both for the
children and thelr parents.

Tt 1s, besldes, a question of economy.
When the children are required to be
at achool at 9 w. m. standard time,
which means virtually 8:30, mothers
many of whom are without auffieient
help in the house. must rise eariv in
order to see thelr libtle ones off. There
s much to do before they are ready
for school. This during the winter
means an extra consumption of coal
anrd oil, which in many a household is
quite an ltem.

The opening of the schooels In the city
half an hour Yater durlng the win'ter



