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POINTERS FOR THE COMING ELECTION |

SELVERAL ministers on Bunday took
up the subject of local politice. They
did this in a perfectly legitimate man-
ner. That i, they did not espouse any
party cause)or intrude their personal
proclivities into the domain of religion,
but they discussed the effects of certain
politieal influences upon the morals
and general wellare of this city. That
we may not beopen to the charge of
any bias in this matter, we make ex-
tracts from their utterances aa reported
in the “Liberal’’ organ.

Rev. R. G. MgoNiece, in hie die-
course, argued that, ‘‘the individual
lg Jargely moulded by bis surrcund-
inge,”’ that ©if a chlld is raised amid

good purroundings he will grow up n | coming another election.

good man,” and that therefore we
should ‘‘give our ¢children a chance to
begin Jife here under circumstavces
that will tend to make them noble-
hearted.”” And *“If we fail to remove
the demoralizing element, God will
Jjustly condemn us as unworthy the
trust he pave us.” He said furthet:

“In alitile over a month frem now
the city administration will be changed,
aad if the Christian people act wisely
and faithfully. 1hey cab do muoh towards
reformation. Things have not gone right
In our olty for the past two years, look-
ing from a moral standpoint. Qur city is
getting a bad name throughout the land.
We have not had the protection from
lawlesaness to which we wereentitled. A
numher of our citizens have been waylaid
apd rohhed on the streets of our city,
while no ¢criminal bas been punished for
it. It musat be conceded that this is
a terrible reflection upoo those whose
bosiness it is to see that the lJaws are en-
forced. Some time ago a prominent husi-
ness man (old me that he was afraid to
z6 out on the streets after dark. There
bas been no improvements in the morals
of the city for the past twenty years.
When the city caine IDt0 American hamls
we had a right to expect that our rights
wounld be locked afier; but we did not |
experience any relief.

“We have about one bundred saloons
here, some of them fitted up like palaces,
whose main business is to corrupt ithe
-morals of. men. )

“The gambling dens are one of the
worst fealures of the olty. A thoughtful
man tells me that any evening one can
see from 100 to 150 young men in a cer-
tain pambling bouse in this city. The
conforcement of tLe lawr against theseand
the othcr evils is a ead and shameful
farce.

" A mamber of the church told me a few
weeks ago that he tried for two months

ta have the city authprities cloge up g dis-
tépatable house in his nelghborhood, but

they paid no attention to bim nntil he
threatened to call upon the United Statea
Marshal.

*Tam told that tbere was a list of twonty-
two disrepulable houses, names and leca-
tions placed in the hands of those whose
duty it was to report them to the grand
jury, but thev did not do this, and even
wenlt out of their way to east reproach
and slander upon a much respected, hon-
ornble, and conscieniious man, because
of a slight error in keeping his accounts.

““The way to proceed to close the saloons
and gambling houees is 1ot to vote for a
man who drinks and gamhles.”

The gentleman might have stated, if
he had not desired to make his re-
marks ag essy as postible, that not only
had there been. no ‘*‘improvement’’
over the former cundition of affairs,buta
a8 he admitted on a previous public oc-
casjon, there has never been anytbing
like the deplorabl® immorality and
lawlesaness that have prevailed singe
what he calls ‘““American hands’? took
the reins of municipal government?

Rev.J]. B. Thrall touched the subject
gingerly. He thought our City Coun-
ci] “abuve theaverage,”’ but ndded:

**Men have been put in positions for
political reward, where they bave been
under the control of the very evils they
were to Buppress,

©This is g grave mistake and must bhe
corrected at whbutever cost,and some-
times it costs the dissoluiion of the party
which adopts such a policy. There is
I am one who
believes in parties as something neces-
sary to carry on elections. I am not one
who bolts evary time I see something in
my party T do not like. I mee things in
the other party I <o not like, s0 why
jumpirom the frying-pan into the fire?

“But tbere comes certain times when a
man must stand by his principles, cost
what it may. Thisbrings usdown to the
responsibility of the individual in poliui-
cal action.

“I do not like those politicians who are
agreeing with your right prinociples and
virtuous theories but are opposed to you
when you iry to put those theories into
practice.”

If “Christian*’ people atand by their
pirincipies, how can they support a
party that depende upon the very ele-
ments that constitute or foster the evils
complained 0/? Heow c¢an they train
with and under those peliticiane who
thue talk ‘“virtuous theories’” when it
suits their purpose but are opposed to
them in actna] practice?

Rev. Mr. Clay showed the powers of
government as instituted of God for
the good of mankind, but szid:

“These powers are to protect the peopls
in 1be enjoyinent of all of their privileges
us men and citizens. They are to be a
terror 1o evil-doers. Never did God ex-
pect rulers to go hand i band with the
lawless elements of a community. No

rovision Is made In God's word for
Eribery and corruption. It is always
condemned. Rulers trinscend ali rights
conferred either wv God or mian when
hey tolerate vile dens acd occasionally
mulct them in fines, and then allow
them to continue In their inlqeitous
course. This makes the rulers as guilty
of crimc as the actual criminals. We
elect men to enforce laws, not to evade or
overihrow them.

*“But we are part of the Government,
hence we are responsible Tfor its right or

— —

wrong doing. It is therefore a question
of \greater concern (o us than If we livaegd
under aowke other form.

“Among the many diffioulties in our
way may be enumerated the following:
Party spirit, the sgpeils system, the fear
of the rule of our opgmenta, the rule of
borses and Baloona. '00 mMAany men are
in office for what they can malke ounanf
the office. The spoils are kept in sight,
Men seek office on this acconnt. It isnot
true, it never hbas been true, nor wi]l

it ever he true, that (he country
or city will be ruined if our op-
ponents rule it. Yet this is the son

of the demagogue. It is a doleful tune
to sing; iL is false, no muatter who jg
governed by it. Our greatest danger is
from the hosses. These men, who cut
out work for the primaries in the
saloons, are the ones who rob the people
of their votes. Saloons ought not to eon-
trol municipal affairs. Qur duty is to
vote for good men and not for party. No
other way to be free. This insures good
officers. ''he professing Christians in
Salt Lake can elect guod mcn if the
want thetm, but they must maintain
lhei; independence, do right, and fear
not.

These are the utterances of preachers
who have heretofore helped the an-

called ‘‘Liberal’’ cause. Thelr de-
denunpeiations strike home o
that faction.” Let the decent peo-
ple of Balt Lake City pay

attention to them. Whbile it I8 true
that the community will not be ruineyg
because *‘the otbher party? whicheverp
it may be, has grined politicsl control,
yet It cannot be fairly disputed that s
faction dependent upon the very worst
slementa of soolety for its support can-
not he expected to ralse ite moral tone
or render it all that “Christian?”’ people
desire 1t to be,

An eleotion is approaching and
every respectable niember of ascciety,
whether he be religiously inclined
or not, should see to it that such men
are elected to municipal office pg
will not be under the control of thoge
political bosses who are in league with
the liquor, gambling and social evij]
elements, and tc whose influence the
present deplorable coundition of our
city Is direetly traceable. Pure gov.
ernment c¢an only come from pure
men. A ¢bange is miost desirahle nnd
we hope that the people will see to i
next February tbat the change shal}
be of the necessary gharacter.

THE COLORADO UTES.

It looks as though Colorado will ac.
complish fits purpose in foiillng the
Utes upon tbis Territory. BSenator
Wolcott’s bill has thia object in view,
and ss Utab ia only a sort of append-
age tp the nation and has no influence
in patinnal affairs, a powerful State has
all the odds in Its favor in a contro-
versy with this Territory.

Delegate Caine did al} in his power
to prevent the movement when it wae
first mooted, and succeeded In staving
it off during the eflorte made in the




