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f;ona, arté. who had a poor navy, saw,

that England in the war might wrest
Loulsiana from him and to avert that
lowe, And to get a little money, which
France needed to carry on her war, he
sald the province to the United States
for 316,000,000,

The Spain of Charles III had a
vague, fear that the example of a great
free nation in the new world, inde-
pendent of forelgn influences and ideas,
and at llberty to work out its own des-
¢iny in its own way, would be a men-
ace to Spanish dominion on this conti-
pnent. This fear soon transmitted Itself
into fact. On September 15, 1810, a re-
volt headed by Hidalgoy Costilia broke
out 1n a liitle Mexican village. That
tm a fateful date ni the history of Bpaln,
1t marked the beginning of the end of
gpanish rule in North America.

A few months earlier that thia the
arack of doom sounded for Spaln In
gouth America. On New Year's day in
1810 a rising occurred in Buenos Ayres,
the Spanlsh governor was driven out
and that colony declared itself indepen-
dent. Then the fires of revolution were
kindled In almost every Spanlah de-

pendency on the hemisphere. The blaze |

in the next few years swept along the
two oceans and extended from the Clty

of Mexico to Cape Horn,
Varying fortunes beset the in-
aurgents. In some places Spain
made a powerful struggle to

save its dominlon, prelooging the con-
test for several years, In others Spain
wapsd beaten quickly. In all of them she
was beaten eventually, Bhe was ut-
terly and eternally driven from the
new world, except in Cuba, Porto Rico
and a few other islands, which were
too lnsignificant then to attract much
attention from the revolutionary spir-
jta of the time, BSome of the new Span-
{sh-American nations passed through
geveral goVernmental transitions be-
fore they took’ the shape which they
have had ln our day, All of them
eventually became republics on the
model, theoretically at least, of thelr
great northern neighbor. That petgh-
hor, whose example excited them to
strike for freedom, was the first among
the great powers of the world to recog-
nize their Independence after inde-
pendence was physically gained and to
welcome them into the family of na-
tions. Thus 8pain, even if the Cuban
rebelldoms had never taken place,
would have had a profound and eternal
hatred for the United States.

Under the rule of what monarch did
Spain lose its American empire? Un-
der that of Ferdinand VII. The his-
tory ©of this prince has a pecullar In-
tereat for Amerleans. As already men-
tioned, it was during his relgn, which
began In I808, and nominally extended
to 1833, that Spain lost her colonles on
this continent. It wms In 1823, after
the Unlited States had recognized the
independence of all of them, that the

holy alllance—Russin, Austria, Prussia !
and France—entered imto the plot to,

attack these new nations, and restore

them to Ferdinand, or perhaps to ap-|

propriate some of them themselves for
thedr trouble, which called out
President Monroe, in his annual mes-
sage to Congress in December of that
year, the warning f{0 Europe to keep
its hands off this continemt, which
glves Monroe & saecure place in history.
It was this monarch who revoked the
aalic law, thus putting females in the
line of succession, giving his daughter

Isabella II the crown, and conferring:

the ¢itle on which that gqueen held

power. This was the means of bring-!
the rewvolutionary |
Aifonzo XII, |

ing her son (after
transition of I868-I847),
and his son, the present
king, to the throne.

Like Gi] Blas. Ferdlnand was a foot-
ball of fortune, but unlilke Le Sage's
hero, he learned nothing from his re-
versegs. He 18 one of the most desple-
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'able characters in hlstory. He bhe-
trayed his father, CharlesIV, to Bona-
parte, and that 'potentate imprisoned
both of them and put hls brother Jo-
seph on the Spanlsh throne. When
calamity came to Bonaparte, Ferdl-
nand was restored to power, But un-
der restraint by the Liberals among hia
subjects, who compelled him to grant
a constitution, he was restored to au-~
tocratic sway by a French army which
invaded Spain by order of the holy
alllance In 1823, and was, during the
last years of his life, under the control
of his fourth wife, Maria Christina of
Naples, a rort of Spanish Messallina,
who induced him to revoke the salic
law, and thus started the civil wars
which raged in Spain aporadically be-
tween the Carlists and the rullng house
from 1838 untll I876, Ferdlnand was
as imbeclle asa Philip III, as treacherous
as the second Phllip, and as vindictive
as Pedro the Cruel, Only two mon-
archs of any ability and character are
found In the long llst of rulers of the
Spanish branch of the house of Bour-
bon Philip II, and Philip III, however,
were of the Tampsburg house). Thoae
of Ferdlnand’s grandfather, Charles III,
g{nd Ferdinand's grandson, Alfonso
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Ferdinand's tumultuous relgn was the
beginning of a chain of uprisings and
revolutions which have had no parallel
in any European natlon in thls century,
except in Its neighbor on the other side
of the renees. ¥From IB08 onward
Spain’'s political regime has been gov-
ernment by cataclyism. That country
hasg almost as many lightning political
tranaformations as France. Joseph
Bonaparte dieplaced Ferdinand In 1808,
Ferdinand was restored In I814, but he
was virtually dethroned subsequentiy
by his own subjects, and was put back
in power by the holy ailiance in I823
At his death 1n 1833, his three-year-old
daughter, Isabella II, went to the
throne through the regency of her
mother, Maria Christina of Naples.
Carlos, her father's brother, who would
have been heir to the throne under the
salic law whlch had been revoked by
Ferdinand in her favor, raised a rebel-
lién against her, and the series of un-
successful Carlist wars, which have
ravaged Spaln several times since, be-
gan. Isibella’s political excesses and
immoralitles provoked a revolution In
1868, In which she was drlven out, and
she has reslded In Parils ever since.
A provislonael government In various
shapes, managed affalrs from 1868 to
1870, when the crown was given to
Amadeus of Italy, a younger brother of
the present King Humbert of that
country, but Amadeus, tiring of his tur-
bulent subjecis, and fearing aasassina-
tion, abdicated in 1873, Then & provis-
fonal reg!me by the cortes, a republic
under Castelar and a dletatorship
through Serrano followed in quick suc-
cesion, when, In the beginning of I875,
Isabella’s seventeen-year-old son was
caled to tbe throne as Alfonso XII. At
his death in 1885 his infant daughter
was crowned, and n few months later
ghe was superseded by the present king,
Alfonso XIII, born after his death, but
who, a8 a male, took precedence of his
elder sister, actual power in both casesn
being held by the mother, Marla Chris-
tina, as regent.

What are names of Spaln's polltical
parties? Political partles and party gov.
ernment, in the sense In which these
terme are understood in Great Britain
and the Unlted States, are unknown in
Bpain. In Isabella’s time, from I833 to
1868, as in that of her father, Ferdinand,
there were Absolutionists and Liberals.
. 8ince Isabella's days the party names

have been Conservatives and Liberals,

But the iines between these parties are

not closely drawn, and each is aplit up

into subdlvisions and groups, as in Ger.
many and France; :-but the boundaries
between them are not 8o well marked

as in those two countries. A Republican
party came up inté prominence in 1868,
aftre Tsnbella's overthrow, and the-
oretically it was In the ascendant dur-
Ing the republic of I873, but It shrunk
in importance afterward, There has
been a Cariiet party since 1833, but this
and the Republican party has receded
cloge to the vanishing point in recent
yeara, though both are liable to loom
up In prominence if the present dynasty
is overthrown.

Personal leadership and officlal pres-
sure count for more than political prin-
clpal In Bpain’s party conteats, and
gome of the leaders carry opportunism
to lengths undreamed of even by a Fer-
ry or a Freycinet in France. Sagasta,
the present prernler, has been, at one
time and another in the paat forty
vears, on two sides of almost every
great question which has that many
sides, and his late rival, Canovas. also
boxed the politleal compass, but not
quite to this extent. The reault of the
election for the cortes, or congress, is
determined beforehand, the premier of
the day, whatever his partisan designa-
tion, carrying the electlon held during
his sway., This has been the rule ever
silnce the establishment of the present
constitution of I876, The premier al-
lote a certalin trifing number of seats
to the Republicans and the Carlista,
7ives a much larger number to the big
party of the opposition, but keeps a
great majority for his own slde. Rup-
tures between leaders of the spme party
n the ministry, failures of the ministry
to carry out s avowed policy, and
other causes, force changes of premiers
and sometimes dissolutions of the cortes
and new elections. In these elections
the premier’s side wins, and thus there
may be frequent swings In the partisan
pendulum without any material change
in the politieal sentiment of the peo-
ple.—Charles H, Harvey, in St. Louis
Globe-Democrat. :

AN HISTORIC FLAG DECAYING.

Why the government has not taken
better care of the siik flag which hung
over President Lincoin’s box i Ford'a
theater thut fateful April night In 1865
—the flag over which the sassasin
tripped, causing him to sprain his an-
kle—is an official enigma. All the Lin-
coln reiles have been cared for In
a special museum in Washington, but
this flag, while in the hands of the
government. was given over to the
care of the treasury department. No
special attempt has been made to pre-
serve the allk, and it is likely soon to
decay and disappear. The flag has a
higtory of ita' own. When Jubal Rarly
made hia raid in I884 around Washing-
ton, the male employea of the treasury
department brganized to aid in defend-
ing the capital. The women employes
could not flght, but they made a silk
flag and gave it to the treasury guard,
Two nights before the assassination
the treasury guard gave an entertain-

ment In Ford's theater, and the flag
was used In the decoration of the
boxes, It léoked 20 pretty that the

manager of the theater asked that it
remain there a couple of days, as on
the mlght of the 4th the President was
to be present at the play. After the
shooting Booth jumped from the box
to the stage. His spur caught in the
flag, and he waa thrown violently to
the ficor of the stage. The flag still
has the rent in It ceused by the apur.
The treasury people take as good care
of the flag as they can, but they are
unacqualnted with the sclentifie way
to do It. The heat of the building Is
causing the flag to decay rapidly.—
New York FPressa.

Theodore J. Lynde, United States
marshal for Montana, died at Butte,
Sunday, after a week's lllness. He
was appointed two months ago,
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