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HIRTY EIGHTH SMI ANNUAL
conference1

tn thirty eighth semiannualsemialsemi annualalut ual con-
ference of the church of jesujesus christ
of latter day saints convened this
inomorningming in the new tabernacle at
jenaenten the congregation at
that hour was a largelarelariare e one though
the vast building was xitnot filled and as
the voices of the choir mingled in har-
mony with the sonorous tones ofbf the
great organ in the opening hymn the
solemnities of the occasion pervaded the
assembled thousands

on the stands we noticed president
B young and presidentpresidenteJDE H I1 wellswella
of the first presidency apostles orson
hyde orson Prat tJohn Taylor Wilford
woodruff geo A smith E abensonTBenson 0

C crichorich lorenzo snow erastus snow
franklinfrankiln D richards george Q can I1

conandnon and joseph F smith john smith I1patriarch john young E D woolley
and samuel W bleBicrichardsricharlhards the presiden-
cy of the high priests quorum george
B wallace and joseph W young of
the presidency of thisthi stake of zion
joseph young albert P rockBockrockwoodwood I1jacob gates and john van cott of the
first presidency of the seventies ed-
ward hunter L WV hardy and jesse
C little the presidency of the bishop
rieric bishopsbishopi presiding elders and
leading men from settlements the most
remote andtena those at nearer points of
distance idaho utah and arizonarizonaa
being represented 01

one notable point in connection with
thisthia conference isthan it is the first gen
eralera conference of the church held inJ

utah atwhich there has been a full ququo1
rum of the twelve apostles presearesepresentnI
the nature of the duties and labors oiof
the twelve causes one or more of theirnumber to be nearly always absentabent in
some parts of the earth aiding to build
up the kingdom of god but thistills octo-
ber through the recent arrival of elderfranklin D rieBierichardshards all are in theterritory and all are assembled at con

v ference the communion and counsel
ingslugs of presPregpresidentident young president
wells and the full quorum of the
twelve with their united wisdom wide
experience and the spirit and lulmirainspira-
tion which accompany them
yond doubt give birth to touchmuch mostmoat
valuable instruction and counsel to the
people and the adoption of such meas-
ures under the dictation of the spirit ofgod as will be of incalculable benefit
to the interests of the community we
record this meeting together of all the
twelve at conferenceconfere ce as most notenoted
worthy

the meeting was called to order bypresident byoung and the tabTatfernafornaeieCIO
choir sang thothe opening hymn themorning breaksbreak ac 11 elder george A

upp prayer and the
ward choir which occupied a position
on the left of the stand sang the hymn
father how wide thy glory shinessc
elder orson hyde nirafirst addressed the

conference reasoning at some length
on the principles of temporal and spirit-
ual salvation As many followed the
savior for thetho loaves and fishes so
many seek the home of the saints for
mere sordid and pecuniary motives
caring for nothing higher than the ac-
cumulation of this worlds goods butbut
the saints have to work out their salva-
tion to build up the kingdom of god
and further the cause of human redemp-
tion the feeling which many have
that now is a season ofscarcity of bread
and from which they are led to shut up
their bobowelswelswela of compassion is not one I1

that should be indulged in we should
succor the needy and do good
the approach of the railroad toward
completion and the spirit which ani-
mates those engaged0 in its construction
are evidences of the manner in whichgod is working for the accomplishment
of his holy purposes when that road
is completed it will be found to be a
mighty instrument in the handsbands of the
lord for furthering his work the
speaker exhorted the saints to labor
diligently to build up the kingdom of

I1
god and learn to become saviors before
the lord

the brigham city choir under the
leadersleadership of KR L fishburne which
occupied a position to the right of the
stand sang thetho anthem 1I will lift up
mine eyes

elder orson pratt then addressed the
couercongregatione atlon he noticed the reasons
why wee came here not because we
wanted to but because wowe were compelcormcorn pelpei
led to and could not help ourselves

thetahe spirit 0off 6opposition which drove
thee saints beyond the rocky moun-
tains and compelled them to seek a
shelter in the then almostalmont unknown
wilds of this mountainous country has
operated against the church and its
leaders from the time the prophet jo-
seph obtained the plates up to the pre-
sent the same spirit has ever mani-
fested its opposition to the people of
god whenever he has had a priesthood
and power upon the earth and com-
municatedmunica ted his revelations to his peo-
ple the saints have been called upon
to gather out from the nations of the
earth that they may be separated from
every thing unrighteous aandaud11 d corrupt
we have tolledtoiled and labored here to
make ourselves homes we were com-
pelled to labor by the force of circum-
stances and the exigencies of our situa
tion no other people have tolledtoiled as
we have done for no other people have
been placed in such untoward circum-
stances thohaswho has done ailall thatisthat is tobeto be
seen in this territory iiiin changing it
from a wilderness to a beautiful well
cultivated and productive country
the old settlers have done it they
pioneered this region and gave to gov-
ernment a country which would have
been unsettled perhaps for another cen-
tury for they made a base of supplies
for the exploring parties prospectors
andany mining campsI1 which have been
the birth of several surrounding states
and territories we were refused our
rights in missouri and illinoisil because
the people there said wwee were not the
old Lsettlers in those reregionsionslons we are
the old settlers here andand we have come
here to enjoy freedom and the rights
guaranteed to ausyusey the constitution of
our country with our religious rights
and liberties we have many others
and amongamon these is the right to
trade witwith whom we pleapiea 0 o and
where we please so long as we do not
break aanyny law nor infringe upon the
rights of others weVe havebave fostered here
men who have used all the influence
in their power to injure us as a people
we them our grain paid them
our money and impoverished the terri-
tory by kittingutting millions and millions in
their hands to be carried awawayay did
they profess friendship yes but as
an individual unless men repent and
keep the commandments of god tbthetho0
speaker said he would not trade with
them to the extent of one dime

eldereiller Pratt reasoned on this principle
atansomebomesome Jenthalenthaanolaurlad dwelt in a plpainll11 andd
forcible inan rqnon the course pupursuedrlind
by merchants who openly professed
friendship for the mormonscormonsMor mons but se-
cretly did everything in their howertopower to
injure and if possible destroy them and
said hefie would rather go intinto the moun-
tains kill the wolves and dress in the
skins thus obtained than put money in
the bands of those who would destroy
him his brethren and the institutions
of the kingdom of god

singing by the tabernacle choir
prayer by elder E T benson

conference adjourned till 2
2 Ppmtn

the soth ward choir sang my poulfoul
is full of peace and love with halle-
lujahlu I1

j ah by bro J J daynes
eiderelder erastus snow prayed
the fishburne choir sang a quartette

pray for the peace of deseret
elder john taylor spoke of the cha-

racter of our conferences and the ob-
jects for which we assembled together
in such a capacity the subjects dwelt
upon at such times are not confined
toto that which is usually called re-
ligious by the sectarian world but
comprise everything that relatesrelates to
mans welfare happiness prosperity
and existence all of which is embraced
in our religion the subject of trading
spoken of in the forenoon would bear
considerable investigation it had been
a principle acted upon by all nations to
adopt measures calculated to further the
general good our position is such a
one as many nations have been placed
in at some period of their existence
nations make treaties of commerce ap-
point consuls and take other steps
to protect their trade and com-
mercial relations special advan-
tages are conferred upon various indus-
tries protection is extended to home
manufactures and prohibitionprohibitionislonisis exer-
cised to a greater orlessor less extent against
imported goods no one questions the
right to do thus nonooneone thinks of bring
ng charges against any people or na-
tion who try to further their own
interests in such a manner we
are not a nation but as a part of
this republic and in our territorial
condition we hold political relations
with the general governmentgovern me

I1nt wowe are
somewhat different from other commu-
nities our religion has brought us
together our faith unites us yet wo
havehate rights which we cannot neglect

and bejube justifiedstifled numerous andwidfid stronging
reasons were adduced by elder tay-
lor why we should not trade with
those who have tried and continue
to try to injure us and why wowe should
support ourselves do our own trading
our own merchandising and build up
the territory that is our home this is
done by political organizations and by
religious societies all through christen-
dom and wowe have annn equalequal right with
others to protect ourselves and our own
interests

yesterday afternoon
after elder John Taylor closed
several rules for the guidanceguikuidanco of thetho

moral course of the saints were then
read and submitted to the vote of the
congregation who unanimously agreed
to sustain and live by them

elder joseph W young testified to
the truth and importance of the doc-
trines advanced todayto day tbthe0 questionu esilsol 0n
is will we sustain ourselves heee qquotedu t ed
the wordsworda of jesus he tthatishat Is nnolnotot with
us is against us and urged the neces-
sity of our being united and faithfully
acting upon the principles advanceadvanced
touching this matter

the tabernacle choir then sang thetho
following hymn composed for the oc-
casioncaslod by sister eliza R snow

0 god of life and glory
hear thou a peoples prayer

bless bless our prophet brigham
and letietietlet him thy fullness share
heile is thy chosen servant k

to lead thine israel forth
till zion brownd with joy shall be

A praise in all the earth
lieiio draws from christ thetho Ffountain

of everlasting truth
thetho wise and prudent counsels
which hohe gives to ageago and youth
thyself in him reflected

through1I mortal agency
iioile is thy representative

to10 set thy people fitcefilce

thou ricrichlybly hast hlinhim
with wiswisdomsdoms bounteous store

and thou hasthan madomade him mighty
by thy own almighty power
0 let his I1ilfelife bobe precious

bless thou his brethren too
who firmly join him side by aldeaide

true as hohe is true
help him to found thy kingdom

in majesty andarld power
with peace in every palace
and with strength in every towyn
and whonwhen thy chosen israel

their noblest strains have sung
thomho siswellingvelling chorus then shall be

our prophet youngmeg

bishop E D woolley offered up
prayer and the conference adjourned
till Widneswednesdayday morning ath at 10

a meeting of the priesthood
being called for halfbalf past six in
the eveninevening

GJ6 pm
pursuant to call the bishops their

counselors with the priesthood ggene-
rally

eneeue
convened in the old tabernacle

presidents B young and D H wells
the twelve apostles and over three
thousand elders being presentpresent

softly beams the sacred dawning
waswaa sung by elders J D T dylINImcallistercAlliste r
and G goddard and elder orson hydehydo
offered prayer

glorious things are sung of zion
was then sung

bishop edward hunter made some
remarks recalling personal reminis-
cences of his early history in the
church and touching on some scenes
through which he had passed he said
we are here and in the right place to
build up the kingdomt of god when
he came merethehere thezhe country was a barren
desert and there seemed to bobe nona
tural soilgoll that would produce suste-
nance for human life but the lord
blessed the land and the elements and
now the country is productive and our
laboa is blessed he called attention to
the negligence which some manifest
with regard to paying their tithing
he said some evaded doing their duty
in this respect when they should rejoice
in the privilege and he urged the breth-
ren to do0 their duty and act like men of
god to nay their tithing and realize
the biessblessblessingraypay

dg which accompanies obedi-
ence to the commandments of the
lord

president B young said that he
thought he could be ablealle to make the
congregation hear without injure to
himself if the brethren would keep
very still we have a great work to
perform to save the house of israel and
gatgatherherthethe honest in heart machiasmuch was
done since the last fellpoll conference to
bring the poor Saints from thothe nations
and while the disposition was mani-
fested by tlethe brethren to do every-
thing ina their power much faith had
to be exercised to accomplish what
has been done at the first of feb
auary last there had only been received

towards ffeathering theohe poor
this season yet wbwheneu elders H TB
clawson and william 0 staines
were sent east on the of the same
mouth there was to send with
them over hadbad been received
for thiisthis purpose there had been
persons emigrated from liverpool and
US on a calculation it was found that it
would cost about sixty five dollars
a head or for oneono thousand
adults to bring them from liverpool to
the terminus of the Rritit would
be seen that the agents had been great-
ly blessed in furthering the immigra-
tion although a number of those
brought on were abieable to help themselves
in part he said wowe have stilt much to
do to gather those who remain and
after he had related what had been
done bjby some last year he proposed
that we should recommencecommencererc our efforts
in the same direction he offered a
donation of another thousand dollars
this year and captain W H hooper
proproposedased also to give a thousand heineimespoke of the railroad avo one of the great-
est blessings of a temporal character
which had ever been conferred upon the
saints and referred to thetho honorable
manner in which those connectconnectededwithwith
it bad dealt with us and said tueytheythey
should be bossed ortheof the lord he spoke
in a calm clear and impressive manner
on the subject of trading with those not
connected with the church A report
of his remarks will bobv published to
which we refer our readirendersreadersirs

elder george A smith urged the
brethren on a subject which he has often
dwelt upon the importance of those
who have notnob done so taking out their
naturalization papers that thetheyy may be
in a position to assume the responsibility
and claim the rights of citizenship he
also advocated the importance of educat-
ing our own teachers by sending young
men and women to normal schools
where they can be quailqualifiedfled for success-
fully taking charge of schools

an expression of opinion waswaa called
for relative to the subject of trading
when it was unanimousunanimouslyly voted that we
sustain oursourselveselvei and thosethoss who sustain
us

elder joseph FV smith offeredered the
clocioclosingD 0 prayer

wednesday fth 10 am
the tabernacle choir sang the hymn

commencing on thetho 6 th parepage praisepraise
ye the lord prayer by elder jacob
gates singing by ward choir
tbthe anthemtbem zionsion awake 1

presidentent B young then said the au
thoritlesies of the church would YObe pre-
sented to to the conference and elder
george Q cannon presented them in
thetho following order it will be seen
that elder georgegorge A smith was called
to fill the position of president H C
kimball as first counselor to president
young0 and elder nrilbrighamham young
jjunr was appointed tto0 Afilifill the vacancy
in the quorum of the twelve thus crea-
ted every vote waswass as usual unani-
mous

brigham young president of ahr
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints george A smith his first andan 1
daniel H wells his second icounseloroun belor

orson hydehyoe president of the quorum
of the twelve apostles and orson
pratt sen john taylor wilford
woodruff ezra T bensonbentonbensbent on charlescharies CV
blehbieh lorenzo snow erastus snow
franklin D richardsrieBiebardshards george Q
cannon joseph F smith and brighamBrighanihasi
young jun members of thothe said
quorum

john smith rpatriarch of the church
daniel spencespencer president of this

stake of zionZwa and george 13 wallace
and john T caine his counsellorscoun

william eddington johnJohnWW young
john L blythe howard 0 spencer
claudius V spencer john squires
william H folsom emanuel M mur-
phy thomas E jeremy george W
thatcher peter Nebekerbeher and charlescharies
S kimball members of the high
council

john young president of the high
priests quorum edwin D wooley
and samuel W richardsricBiehards his counsel-
ors

joseph young presidepresidentnbeofof tho first
seven presidents of the seventies and
levi W hancock henry harriman
albert P rockwoodrockBockwood horace S el-
dredge jacob gatesgateb and john van
cott members of ththee first seven presi-
dents of the seventies 1

edward hunter presiding Vbishopbishorshopshor
leonard W hardy and jessebessecC little
lishis counsellorscoun

samuel G ladd president of the
priests quorum bobertrobert price and
wm Laughlinmclaughliniviclife his counselors

adam spiers president of the teach-
ers quorum henry 1I doremus and
martin lenzi his counselors

james leach president of the dea


