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CHRISTMAS GREETING.

THE DESERET NEWS has only good
wishes and kindly feelings for all
mankind at this season of general fra-
ternizatlon. We hall the day obgerved
by common consent in Christendom
a8 the anpnlversary of the Bavior’s
hirth, with joyfut conviction that it
is, above ail others, a day that brlogs
brotherhood and redemption.nearer to
humanity, The influence of the great
Nazarene is such that it henefits the
race wherever it penetrates, and at the
close of the nineteenth century it still
stirrounds the Christmas season and
tends to unite and gladden the souls of
men,

The struggles and strifes that are in-
cldent ti s world where truth and error,
good and evil are struggling for the
mastery, are relinquished for the
time, when Christmae ecomes, nnd
opposing clans and cliques drop their
Wweapons, mental and material, and
heartily wish each other hapoiness and
proeperity, Thls must bave a salutary
effcct a8 the years roll on, and the re-
sult will be the fulfilment ot the choral
prophecy of the angels, on the plains
of Bethlehem near two thousand years
ngo.

“This s not only the season for kind
feelingw, for forglvenesa of injuries, for
the coming bome of the abeent and
prodigal, but for the exercise of that
charity which includes all that the
term can be made tosignify: Magoa-
nimity to friend and foe, lenience to
erriug humnnity, generosity of feeling
and act, benevolence to thore who are
in need. The poor should be remem-
bered. No one, at this time of festivity,
ahould suffer luck. The Master whose
birth we celebrate left as n legney to
His foliowers the suecor of the peedy
and distressed.

The little ones are properly the re-
ciplents of gifts at Christmas. Christ
took children in Hlis arms and hlessed
them. Qf such,” He said, “ls the
Kingdom of beaven.” Lt {# asplendid
custum to make thelr hearts zlad on
the birthday of the Redeemer and
make Lhe associntions of the time and
the event so pleasant to them. That
is a lesson in Christianity that caunot
fail to muke & proper impression.

It ts pleasing to contemplate the fact
that each succeediug Christmas fg
bringing the natlons nearer together
-aud 4iffusing awnong them the spirit of
goodwhli. 1t augurs the appronch of
that glorious day when Curlst shail be
‘King of tbe whole earth and s}l na-
tions shall be rathered under the white
Wings of peace.

The DESERET NEWS Wibhes 1 happy
Chirlstmas to all people. T . its sub-
acribers it extends hovst eordial greet.

ing and special congratulations, and
hopes that nothing will mar their hap-
Piness, but that joy will made every
home s delight and every heart gy.
May the Christmae of ’81 be the best
they have ever celebrated |

“PEACE ON EARTH.”

IN the memorahle night, when the
Great King was born and the shep.
herds on the fertlle fields around
Bethlehem were guarding their flocks,
a heavenly chorus filled the air with
reelodious straine and the theme ot
their anthem was “*Peace on Earth.’,
This was prophetic and descriptive, It
expressed the purpose for which the
new-born infant had come; the nature
of the work He would ascomplish, and
foretnld the final result of theadvent of
the Bon of God—the triumph of peace
AMODE men.

The diffuslon of the principles
which Christ, taught restalted
in peace wherever they were
accepted. This {8 “observed in

the first century, sa Joug as the super-
natural power remained with the
teaching. People became united. The
separating walle were broken down,
Hatred between nations gave way to
brotherly love, inasmuch as converted
Jews extended a hand of fellowshipto
devout gentiles. The proud Roman
recognized in the despised Barbarian a
brother. Class distinctions were
eliminated, when, 1u the firet glow %of
enthusiasm, none claimed his worldly
possessiows, but brought them to the
altar of the Lord for just and judicious
distribution according to the needs of
everybody. Women, who before the
advent of Christ were locked upon as
inferior beings, were sby His examples
and teachings elevated to the position
of frue companion of man. Woman
became ‘‘a aister’® instead of a
servant. Even the slaves were, by
Christinnity, lifted up to a social” posi-
tion in which they were no longer
serfs but “‘brethren.’”” Under the in-
fluence of the docirines of Christ
Philemon can embrace his slave
Onesimuaand with bign partake of the
holy embliems of unity, loveand peace.
This condition o©f tbe Arst churches
was 50 marked, that even the heathens
noficed it as a distinctive peculiarity.

But mankind was not, at that eariy
age, prepared for the establishment of
a universal reign of pesace. As
Christianity became popular, its real
nature wns never grasped by the mul-
titudes. These were content with the
outward forms. The polsun of pagan
philosophy wasslowly poured into the
simiple but suhlime rites of Christ. The
Splrit withdrew aud the embalmed
corpse was al) that remained, and this
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carefully wrapped up in glitter-
ing formulas—io a cultus  of
scarlet and purple, lke a royal
mummy from Egypt, was introduced
occaslonally to heighten thesolemni-
ties of certain family festivities, while
fn the intervals between these, it was
hid away in a dark, cold grave. With
the progress of this {ransformation,
peace fled and contentions again took
possession of men.

History teaches us that the glimpse
of heavenly light that illuminated the
earth at the advent of Christ was {ol-
lowed by dark ages. During these, not
peace but the sword reigns. Bavage
tribes, from the wilds of Asia, break
the Rotnan empire into fragments.
“Christians’? with the sword in their
hands drive heathen nations down into
the water of haptism. “‘Heretics’’ are
tortured, roasted to death or other-

wise martyred, hy people boast-
ing of forthodoxy.” Crusaders are
drenching the plaine of the

Holy Land o blood, and all such car-
nage I8 done in the sacred namse,
‘‘ad majorem Dei gloriam.”  What
hrush could paint, what pen describe
the horrors gonnected with the, re-
ligion that falsely bears the name of
Him whose advent was described as
the ushering in of peaceon earth.

After the lapse of almost two thou-
8and years,the spirit of war Isat!l] active
Among men, At the present time the
whole earth, and, curiously enocugh,
tbe ‘“‘Christinn* world §n particular,
seems to be nnder the infivence of that
8pirit which is opposed to pence. Revo-
lutions, insurreetions, diplomatic rup-
turesare the orJder of the day, Bouth
America 18 torn by uissentions and
strifes. Europe trembles under the
march of her vast armies. Imple-
menta of war have reached a
perfection, surpaesing  the hold-
est dreame of pre - Christian con-
querors.  All ihis would seem to
discourage the hope in men that peace
will ultimately he established.  But it
will certainly come. And some slgns
of Ita approach have already appeared,

The influence of the teaphings of the
Prinee of Peace has not been alto-
gether in vain, Millions are now jong- |
ing for a re-modeling of the social con-
ditions on & basis of fruth and Justice,
This century te warked by oecasional
outbursts of demands for peace.

In 1815, whatis known as the “*Holy
Alliance’” wus formed by the priucipal
bowers of Europe, Austria, Prussia
and Russia, the Emperor of (he
latter country, Alexander, taking
the injtistivel The docutnent which
formed the basis of the agree-
ment j8 A most remarkable ope.
It says in * part: ““Acconding tp
the words of the Beriptures, whigh



