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CHRISTMAS GREETING

THE dworet NEWS hasbaa only good
wishes and kindly feelings for all
mankind at this season of general fra-
ternization we hall the day observed
by common consent in christendom
as the anniversary of the saylorsaviorsIs
birth with joyful conviction that it
is above all others a day that brings
brotherhood and redemption nearer to
humanity the influence of the great
nazarene is such that it benefits the
race wherever it penetrates and at the
close of the nineteenth century it still
surrounds the christmas season and
tends to unite and gladden the souls of
men

the struggles and strafes that are in-
cident to a world where truth and error
good and evil are struggling for the
mastery are relinquished for the
time when christmas comes and
opposing clans and cliques drop their
weapons mental and matematerialilal and
heartily wish each other happiness and
prosperity this must have a salutary
effect as the years roll on and the re-
sult will be the fulfillmentfulfilment otof the choral
prophecy of the angels on the plains
of bethlehem near two thousand years
ago

this is not only the season for kind
feelings for forgiveness of injuries for
the comingcomi ng home of the absent and
prodigal bufforbut for the exercise of that
charity which includes all atthethattieth
term can be made to signify magna-
nimity to friend and foe lenience to
erring humanity generosity of feeling
and act benevolence to those who are
in need the poor should be remem-
bered no one at this time ofor festivity
should suffer lack the master whose
birth we celebrate left as a legacy to
his followers the succor of the needy
and distressed

the little ones are properly the re-
cipients of gifts at christmas christ
took children in his arms and blessed
them of such he said is the
kingdom of heaven it is a splendid
custom to make their hearts glad on
the birthday of the redeemer and
make the associations of the time and
the event so pleasant to them that
is a lesson in christianity that cannot
fallfail to moemake a proper impression

it is pleasing to contemplate the fact
thatout each succeeding christmas is
bringing the nations nearer totogethergetler
and diffusing among them the spirit of
goodwill itft augurs the approach of
that glorious day when christ shall be
xingking of the whole earth and all na-
tions shall be gathered under the abiwhitete
wingsings of peace

the DESERET NEWS wishes a happy
christmas to all people T ata4 ta sub-
scribersbers it extends most cordial greet

ing and special congratulations and
hopeshopee that nothing will mar hap-
piness but that joy will made every
home a delight and every heartlyheart gy
may the christmas of 91 be the bestbeat
they have ever celebrated I1

PEACE ON EARTH

IN the memorable night when the
great king was born and the shep-
herds on the fertile fields around
bethlehem were guarding their flocksbooks
a heavenly chorus filled the air with
melodious strains and the theme of
their anthem was peace on hartliearth P

this was prophetic and descriptive it
expressed the purpose for which the
newnownewbornborn infant had come the nature
of the work he would accomplish and
foretold the final result of the advent of
the son of god the triumph of peace
among men

the diffusion of the principles
which christ taught resulted
in peace wherever they were
accepted this is observed in
the first century so long as the super-
natural power remained with the
teaching people became united the
separating walls were broken down
hatred between nations gave way to
brotherly loveleve inasmuch as converted
jews extended a hand of fellowship to
devout gentiles the proud roman
recognized in the despised barbarian a
brother classclan distinctions were
eliminated when in the first glow abaof
enthusiasm none claimed his worldly

but brought them to the
altar of the lord for just and judiciousfudi cious
distribution according to the needs of
everybody women who before the
advent of christ were looked upon as
inferior beings were byaby his examples
and teachings elevated to the position
of true companion of man woman
became a sisister instead of a
servant even the slaves were by
Christlunity lifted up to a social postpool
tion in which they worewere no longer
serfs but brethren under the in-
fluence of the dootdoctrinesrines of christ
philemon can embrace hisbis slave
onesimus and with hlahim partake of the
holy emblems of unity love and peace
this condition of the first churches
was so marked that even the he athens
noticed it as a distinctive peculiarity

but mankind was not at that early
age prepared for the establishment of
a universal reign of peace As
christianity became popular its real
nature was never ceped by the mul-
titudestit udes these were content with the
outward forms therhe poison of pagan
philosophy was slowly poured into the
simple but sublime rites of christ the
spirit withdrew and the embalmedembalmed
corpse was all that remained and this

carefully wrapped up in glitter
ing formulae in a cultus of
scarlet and purple like a royal
mummy from egypt was introduced
occasionally to heighten the
ties of certain family festivities while
in the Intintervalservajo between these it was
hidbid away in a dark cold grave with
the progress of this transformation
peace fled and contentions again took
possession of men

history teaches us that the glimpse
of heavenly light that illuminated the
earth at the advent of christ was fol-
lowed by dark ages during these not
peace but the sword reigns savage
tribes from the wilds of asia break
the romanrohian empire into fragments

christians with the sword in their
handsbands drive heathen nations down into
the water of baptism heretics 9 9 are
tortured roasted to death or other
wisewine martyredmarty red by people boast-
ing of orthodoxy I I crusaders are
drenching the plains of the
holy land in blood and all such car-
nage is done in the sacred name

ad majored deldei gloriseglor iamism 29 what
hrushbrush could paint what pen describe
the horrors connected with the re-
ligion that falsely bears the name of
him whose advent was described as
the ushering in of peace on earth

after the lapse of almost two thou-
sand years the spirit of war is still active
among men at the present time the
whole earth and curiously enough
the christian world in particular
seems to be under the influence of that
spirit which is opposed to peace revol-
utionslutions insurrections diplomatic rup-
tures are the order of the day south
america is torn by dissentdissentiousions and
strafesfes europe trembles under the
march of her vast armies imple-
ments of war have reached a
perfection surpassing the bold-
est dreams of propre christian con-
querorsquer ors all this would seemmom to
discourage the hope in aenmen that peace
will ultimately be establishedreestablished betitbut it
will certainly come and some signs
of its approach have already appeared

the influence of the teachings of thethe
prince of peace has not been alto-
gether in vain Afmillionsillions are now long-
ing for a remodelingmodelingre of the social con-
ditions on a basis of truth and justice
this century is marked by occasional
outbursts of demands for peace

in 1815 what is known as the t holy
alliance was formed by the principalpowers of europe austria Pruprussiaeels
and russia the emperor of the
latter country alexander taking
the initiative the which
formed the basis of the agree-
ment is a most remarkable oneit says in part according to
the words of the scriptures which
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