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THE COMPLETION OF THE PACIFIC
RAILROAD.

THE 10th day of May, 1869, will form
an epoch in the history of this country
and in that of the whole civilized
world, as the day on which the con-
necting tie of the Union and Central
Pacific Railroad was laid, completing
the Great Trans-Continental Highway
and connecting the shores of the Atlan-
ticand Pacific Oceans. The vast im-
portance of this wonderful work, when
viewed in its ultimate consequences,
can not be apprehended by the most
far-seeing of minds, It is undoubtedly
fraught with more momentuous inter-
ests and destined to accomplish greater
purposes than any work ever yet ac-
complished, in any age, by uninspired
man. Asa mere work of science and
art, it far surpasses those boasted monu-
ments of Pharoahic ages—the pyramids,
or any other memento of ancient en-
gineering skill that now excites the
wonder and admiration of the human
mind; and when viewed from a utilita-
rian point of view, the latter sink into
complete insignificance.

The Great Pacific Railroad is atonce
animperishable monumentofthegenins
enterprise and wonderful vitality o
this great nation. It is but yesterday,
as it were, since the bloodiest war re-
corded in the pages of history, waged
between the two sections of our nation,
was brought to a close—a war which
cost a million of lives and thousands of

millions' of treasure,—and yet since!

then this great work has ' been com-
menced and brought to a successful ter-
mination. -

In 1862 the first smove was made to-
wards the construection of a Pacific Rail-
road,Congress chartering some two hun-
dred corporators, and granting them
tracty of alternate sections of the public
lands, with other important privileges.
Owing to the reports of the roads and
passés through the then comparatively
unknown Rocky Mountain region, lit-
“tle or mothing was done, until ’64,
when greater inducements were held
out by Congress, which met with
a tardy acceptance by  eastern
capitalists, and in a short time
the project began to assume a tangible
form; but up to '66 only forty miles of
the road were constructed. The time
set for the completion of the road was
1876; latterly the idea gained ground
that by July 4th 1870 the work might
be completed, but owing to the indefat-

i

rectors and contractors, stimulated
It}y the sgirit‘. of rivalry between the

nion and Central companies, the work
has been completed much within that
time, and, to-day the consummation of
their gigantic efforts commands the ad-
miration and respect of the whole civil-
‘ized world., The benefits, commerci-
ally, that will result to this country by
the construction of this road, are be-
yond eomputation. The commerce of
the Orient,which the nations of the old
world have ever been so anxious to se-
cure,will diverge from its old time~worn
tracks, and the world’s great centres of
trade will be removed from the Kastern
to the Western hemisphere, The com-
Eletiuu of this great road will no doubt

e speedily followed by the construction
of other lines, which will facilitate the
settlement of the vast tract of country
between 'the Missouri and the Pacific
by at least a century; thus develop-
ing and enriching the nation. Buf
great as these results will ' be they
are not the most .imporiant that
will follow the completion of the ‘‘Great
Highway.”' These must be sought in the
breaking down of national prejudices
and the homogeneousness of thought,
interest and feelicg that will be gradu-
ally wrought out by it among thenations
of the Orient and Oececident. By its
means those nations will be broughtin-
to much mnearer proximity:  Great

Britain, China and Japan; London, San | when dried, ast

Francisco and Yeddo will be within a
few days travel of each other.
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most impassable gulf by which they
have hitherto been separated, is now
bridged over, and the intercourse and
exchange of thought and feeling, foun-
ded im eelf<interest, by the increased
facilities for commercial exchanges, will
gradually wear away the barriers reared
by the isolation and national prejudices,
that have existed for ages.

These wiil constitutetie triumphofthe
Pacific Railroad and these are glorious,
for they are triumphs in the cause
of civilization and progress, a single one
of which adds more glory and honor to
a nation than all the wvictories ever
gained on the battle field. The latter

are but triumphs in the cause of bar-
barism, inhumanity and retrogression; |
and as true civilization advances the
glory that surrounds the brows of the
victors in such triumphs,— bein

| also, grow finely, and are likely to

grounded on suffering and death wiﬁ
grow more dim, until it is ﬁnaﬂy ex-
tinguished and fnrgutten; but the glnry
arising from triumphs of mind,—of
science and art,—like the Great Pacific
Railroad, conferring blessings and

benefits on the human race universally,

will grow brighter and brighter unto

the perfect day.
The Pacific

umphs ever achieved by huinan ge-
nius; they are worthy of the Gods, and
are, in fact, the manifestations of Om-
nipotence to accomplish His purposes
among His creatures.

day BSaints,—the completion of the
Union Pacific Railroad is a matter of
more significance and interest than to
any other portion of their fellow citi-
zens of the Union; and while they re-

ble energy and perseverence of the | &

I they

the prospect of the increased prosperity
it will bring to the nation at large, they
rejoice more than all in the fact, that
now the dreams of the ancient prophet,
who spake about the swift gathering of
the people from the nations in the lat-
ter days when the ‘‘Great Highway'’
should be thrown up, will be realized.
They acknowledge the hand of the
Almighty in all movements aflfect-
ing the interests and welfare  of
mankind at large, and believe that the
construetion of the Great Pacific Rail-
road will prove & mighty instrument in
His hands in aceomplishin
poses and in accelerating the progress
and triumph of His cause and kingdom
upon earth,

——

W= have before us samples of raisins
raised at St. George, which were given
to President B. Young while there by
Elder Joseph E. Johnson, who produc-
ed them from vinesone and two years
old from the cuttings. We had the
pleasure of visiting

garden while we were at St, George, and

ailroad and the Atiantic | to obtain at any price, that recourse has
Telegraph Cable are the grandest tri- | been had to lard for shortening, and this

To the people of Utah,—the Latter-|

joice with them atits completion and at | that olive trees will

His pur-|

|
THE FRUILTS OF SOUTHERN UTAH. | nure article.
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be widely cultivated; but the other va-
rieties make better raisins and good
wine also.

Figs, also, are brought here {rom
abroad and extensively sold. They are
a healthy fruit, and their use in our dry
climate is attended with excellent effects.
They are being produced in the settle-
ments south of the Rim of the Basin,
and we 8ee no reason why our market
should not be entirely supplied from
that source.

The English walnut and the almond,

yield heavily in that eountry. They
can be cultivated with but little labor,
and their fruit can be readily sold in
this and other markets.

The attention which is being naid at
the present time to diet by our commu-
nity will undoubtedly cause all these
fruits to be in demand. In fact, until
fruit is plentifully produced at home,
and placed within the reach of all clas-
ses, we can not be entirely successful in
bringing about the ehange in habits of
living which is contemplated. Already
the production of pork as an article of
diet is greatly reduced inthis Territory,
yet butter has been so dear and difficalt

has been mainly imported., Neither
lard nor butier answer well for this pur-
pose; but pure olive oil would.

Various opinions are entertained in
the southern part of the Territory about
the raising of the olive tree, the general
impression being that it can be success-
fullyraised. In the garden of Brother
John O. Naile, at Tokerville, we saw
an olive tree growing which was very

——

thrifty. Brother Naile feels sanguine

row in that
region, and he is making ‘calcula-
tions on propagating them. We

have seen them growing and bear-
ing fruit at Los Apgeles and vicinity,
California, in a climate no more favor-
able than that of Southern Utah, and
we share in the opinion of Bro. Naile
that they can be produced in our settle-
ments. The olive is a hardy tree and
very tenacious of life; for, we read, that

the waters of the flood, the dove, which
Noah sent forth from the alk, returned
bearing an olive leaf plucked ofl,

If it can be acelimatized in our gouth-
ern settlements, it'should receive atten-
tion; for there is no people in the world
who would consume more olive oil, in

roportion to their numbers, than the

Lut’ter the earth had been immersed in!
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and it is altogether probable that by
next September the grading.will be
completed and everything be ready for
the laying of the rails.

In our present circumsta neces the im
portance of this line cannot very well
be over estimated. 1t will soon become
one of the most important lines in the
United States; foritissafe to assume that
the passenger and freight traffic upon it
will be immense., Aside from the busi-
ness of bringing eastern and western
]Jassengers and freight to our doors, our
ocal travel and transportation will be
very considerable. KEvery year the de-
mand for and consumption of coal are
increasing. Even at the high prices
which have ruled of late, thesupp dy has
been insutiicient for the demand; but
when the Utah Central shall bring itin
aﬂ desired quantities, and at greatly
reduced and fixed rates, to our doors, it
is easy to conceive how ln.rgelg the con-
sumption will be increased. Cheap fuel
is one of tLe most important questions
with which the people of this city have
now to deal, The prices of wood and
coal which have prevailed for the past
nine months are simply ruinous. A
community may, from necessity, pay
such prices fora single season; but for
them to prevail for any length of time
would be a very great disadvantageand a
seriouscheck tothegrowth,development
and prusEerity of the city. On this ac-
count, therefore, if for no other, we
rejoice in the news received from our
Special Correspondent at Ogden, to-day,
of the breaking of the gruund for the
Utah Central Railroad.

But there are other advantages which
the completion of this road will give to
this city. Every mile of railroad which
we build, lessens the cost of trans-
portation, which is wvery dear in
this country. By this means food will
be cheapened. The cheapness with
which the densely populated cities of
this continent and Europe are fed is
owing entirely to the great facilities
which they have in getting their sup-
plies through competing railroad and
steamboat lines. A comparison between
the prices of articles of fecod in the
markets of New York and Washington
will illustrate this point.. New York,
with its immense consumption of food,
is supplied at a rate a third less than
Washington, This disparity can in the
main be explained by the superior ad-
| vantages which the former city pos-
gesses over the latter in obfaining sup-
plies from the food producing sections

atter-day Saints, if they eonld get the
In the countries where
the olive grows the oil is used as gener-
ally and in the same way as butter and

Elder J nhnaﬂ-n'a']

cream are with us. These trees flour-
ish in the rocky mountains of Palestine,
and they are beautiful, long-lived and

of the country.

In this city the past winter we have
beqln, paying exorbitant prices for many
articles of diet, which, if transportation
had been easy and cheap, we could have
had in abundance and at low rates.
Take, for instance, the article of butter;

very fruitful. Among the ancient Jews
the consumption of this oil was enorm-
ous. The lamps which were kepi con~
stantly burning in the Tabernacle

words cannot express the gratifieation
which we experienced in passing
through it, aand witnessing what he
had accomplished. With the exercise
of excellent taste and untiring industry
he has made a little paradise where not
more than three years ago there was a
dry, barren and apparently worthless
piece of land. His collection of flowers
and fraits is exceedingly fine, and of
reat value. Every wvariety of grape
| that bhe could hear of, and that he has
thought would be useful, he has import-
ed, and he is exgerhnant.ing with them,
as well as with hybrids of his own pro-
duetion, to learn eonclusively which are
the kinds best adapted for thatcountry.

The samples of raisins before us are
from the FHiher sagos, the While Mus-
catel, the White Malaga and the Cana-
dian Chief, any of which would sell in
this, as well as any other market, as an
excellent ' raisin,  We  undersfood,
while there, that the ‘‘Tasting Com-
mittee’? of Bt. George had pronounced
in faver of the [Fiher Zqgos raisin in
preference to the others; but, while ad-
mitting the excellence of this raisin,
President Young and several of the
company who tasted the samples evin-
ced a preference for the White Malaga
raisin. = All these are as good dried
fruits as can be imported from any
country, and yet they have only taken
one and two years from the cuttings to
produceé them,

I Here is a source of revenue to the peo-

ple of our Southern settlements, and
should devote attention to it.
This fruit should be produced in sufli-
cient quantities to supply the entire
Territory, and its importation from
abroad should cease. Already raisins
| from the California Mission %:;g‘qm
produced to & considerable extent; but
this grape not answer so well,

hr'wa:iaileu.fgferreﬁ to
above. The Mission grape makes good

The al- I

wine, and for that purpose will doubtless

and Temple were fed by it, and it
was an article of exportation with

them. Solomon gave 150,000 gallons of | have the past winter, Yet,

oil yearly to the Tyrian hewers of tim-
ber in Lebanon, and, probably, an
eqlun.l uantity to the Kingof Tyre him-
self, he Jews also traded with their
oil in the mart of Tyre and sent it to

Egypt.

ﬁpuultivation, as well as that of cot-
ton, the raisin grape, the fig and other
southern productions, should xeceive
attention from our people who live
south of the Rim of theBasin. It strikes
us as being the surest and safesl way
they ean adopt of securing their tem-
peral independence and helping for-
ward the great cause which is equal-

ly near to the heart of every Latter-day
Qaint whether living in the North or

| South,
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THE UTAH CENTRAL RAILROAD.
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Tire 17th of May, 1869, will be memor-

able in the future history of Utah as the
day when the first ground was broke for

the construction of the Utah Central

Railroad. Already electricity is. being
used with excellent effect in bringing
our seftlements into instant communi-
cation with one another; and i now re-
mains for us to call toour.aid, in de-~
veloping the resources of our country,
the great motive power of the age—
steam. 'We hwha ar_r;?fd at a point 11?
our progress when it 1s lmperative
‘needgcl, and we hope  before . another
winter shall have passed, to hear the
snurt__ﬂit; thaémmntwpe a.sdwith tiralﬁi
sq;ed_' enters our city, dragging

hind it its train of loaded wagong:. We
understand it is the intention of the
President and other officers of the com-
pany to push forward the work on the
roati' with energy and dispatch. The
grade is an easy one; there are no heavy.
cuts to be made on anv part of the line,

it has sold here as high as $1,50 per
pound, and scarce at that. We are mo-
rally certain that the people of this
city never before ate so much poor but
ter and paid so high a price for it in the
same space of time in their lives as they
the dis
tant settlements of this Territory, they
have been glad to sell it at any reason
able price, | |

This matter of cheap food is one o
the first importance as regards the fu
ture of our city. To have a large and
prosperous community here, the firsi
requisites are cheap food and cheap
fuel, We cannot compete with othe
places in manufactures until these arti
cles are cheap; for if the present high

rices were to continue, the cost'of liv
ing would be too higil for operatiw
labor and many kinds of manufacturing
business would be driven from th
city. '

We, therefore, hail the commence
ment of the labor in building the Utal
Central Railroad wath joy. With a
our heart we bid it speed. Andw
hope that this is but the first of a serie
of enterprises which shall havefor the
object. the complete union of our settl
ments by bands of iron, wuntil b
works of the hands of the denizeuns |
the most remote and distant parts |
our Territory and the produce of the
soil, can, by theshortening of time an
space. which railroads will effect, |
speedily interchanged. |
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PRESIDENT AND PARTY ENX ROUTE F
QGDEN.~By Deseret Telegraph Line !
learn fthat a meeting was held at 10 o’clo
yesterday murniﬂ? at Farmington, wh
was addressed by Presidents Young, Sm
and 'Wells, and Elder B, Young, junr.
92 o’¢lock in the afternoon a meeting f
held at Kaysville which was addressed
Elders W. S. Godbe, G. Reynolds, E.Re#
and Presidents Wells, Smith and Youk
E‘];m uuﬂeﬁn 8 m upon ywere the ¢*0r
of Enoch, ord of Wi

"o 27 . Iﬂd m
ral unitys. The company left Kaysvi
B oy odlodk, aad. Gerived si*Ogl
seven in the evening.
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