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REMARKS

By President George Q. Cannon at
a General Pricsthood meeting
held in the Tabernacle, Salt. Lake
City, Saturday evening, April
5th, 1890,

From Brothers Kuarl G. Maeser
and James 1. Talmage we have
heard good reports and exceltent
talk concerning our Cliurch schools.
Certainly, their remarke are very
ehcouraginmg, and the success which
hag attended the effurt to establish
these scliools is of the most gratify-
ing character to the General Beard
of Education. We have felt that
God waz with us in this effort, and
that the Latter-day Sajuts have had
the spirit of it and have met the
expression of feeling concerning the
movement with hearty responses. [
do not know any thume upou which
we cap grow more euthusiastic, if
we would allow our minds to con-
template the future, than this suli-
jeet that has been mienitioned this
evening—the education of our chil-
dren.

The Latter.day Saints have suf-
fered as no other people, at least in
our generatiom, have for their re-
ligion. We have forsaken all things,
it may be said, in onler to obey the
mandates of God as revealed in the
principles of the Gospel. We have
tnken joyfully the spoiling of our
goods, the driving from our homes,
and everything ofthis character, for
the sake of the Gospel which the
L.ord has. revealed. Today, Elders
go out for two aud three years at a
time, and they spend these years
away [(rom home preaching the Gos-
pel, without remuneration of a
cuniary chiaracter, and think them-
selves exceedingly fortunate ir they
are the means of bringing a few
score of souls to the knowledge of
the truth., This has been the case
for many many years. I havelieard
in thig Tabernacle, many times, an
you all bave doubtless, discourses
delivered by our most accomplished
Elders, fuil of the 8pirit of the
Loord, incontrovertible in argument,
founded upon the seriptures in such
a manper that no one could dispute
them. Huundreds of strapgers have
been present and heard them; yet
how many of them have embraced
the Gospel? If there have been a
dozen, I do not know them. Of late
years, our efforts in preaching the
Gospel to the Gentiles have not
been very fruitful of results. Qur
Elders have gone abroad and
preached  diligently. They have
encountercd great opposition and
have many timessubmitted to grea
hardships. 1t is reported to us that
some have had to sleep out of doors,
because they could find no place in
which Lo lodge. Now, rightaround
us are thousands upon thousands of
sgirits which have come pure from
the eternal throne of our God. They
have come here free from tradition
and ready to receive instructions
sucht as shall be imparted unto
thern, I asuppose that it is not over-

stating the matter to say that there |

are within the circle of our influence
and operations somewhere in the
viginity of seventy-five thousand
children of school age. [ have not

oonsulted the reports lately, but in
the Sunday schools we congider that
there are between fifty and sixty
thougand children enrolled. Thiok
of the immense influence which
sixty thousand echildren, properly
educated, will have in the earth, if
we will furnish them with the fa.
¢ilities that are within our reach.
Whypr it is stupendous, the mere
thought of so many children bheing
trained and indoctrinated v our
principles, ar they are iu our
schools, and a foundation laid of
faith in God; then upon that great
foundation a superstructure reared
of an understanding of the princi-
ples of the Gospel, and combined
with that, a knowledge of science
as well ag of the ordinary branches
of education. Just think of it, you
Elders who -have gone out io
former days, having been called
from the plow, from the anvil, from
the carpenter’s bench aud fromo
other laborious occupations. Think
how you felt when you realized how
ignorant you were of those things
that the world consider. d necessary.
Now we have these facilities within
our reacli. We have the opportu-
nity of giving to our children this
instruction, and it is more valuable
than aill the money that can be given
to a cliild. I haveasked someofmy
children (1 havesome ten or twelve
of them going to the academy here)
which branech of the study they like
best. KEvery time |l have asked the
question the reply has beep, The
ology. This is very delightful to
me, to think that children can have
theology taught them so that they
will take more interest in that than
in any other branch of study; for as
theology is io the world it is the
most dry, and repulgive, I might
say, study to which application can
be made. Of course there are ex-
ceptions.

Every flve years, & new genera-
tion of children is launched, so to
speak, into the fleld. Take =a
child from thirteen to elghtren years
of age and during that riod the
cliaracter is formed, and you can
give direction to the mind lnsuch a
manner that it will influence all
future life. Iy is not necessary to
dwell upon the strictness with which
Catholics cling to education. They
comprehent this better, probably,
than any other sect. ’I"hey recog-
nize the importance of indoctrinal-
ing their children while they
are young in the principlesof their
religion; for ezperience has taught
thein that when they do this the
children will not depart from those
principles. You scarcely ever find
a Catholiec who becomes an atheist
or an infldel. It is Protestantism
that is breeding infidels —Protes-
tantism which denies thePriesthood
and otber true principles, in its
anxiuvty to deatroy Catholicism and
ita influence over the minds of its
ailherents. The result is, among
the Protestants atheism flourishes,
while among the CUatholles it can
scarcely be found. Tt is true, in
Catholic countries there is great
carelersneéss in many instances, and
they practlce many things which
we think are very irreligious and
contrary to the principles of righte-
cugness. Nevertheless, their religion
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never loses ita hold upon them; they
cling to it, and before they die they
generally try to make peace with the
church. This is the consequence of
enrly training.

We should profit by this. There
is no direction, according to my
view, (and I speak my own views
about this) in which we ean expend
meaus more judiciously and with
greater results to us, as a people,
than tn the building of school
houses and the furnishing of them
with everything necessary to pro-
vide good education. Today, in
this ¢ity, rich as we are. there is not
money enough derived from our
co]]e§e to pay our teachers. The
Falt Liake Btake Board applied to
us a few days ago and said that they
were 8o embarrassed that they could
not carry on the echoo] unleas some
asgistance was rendered them. Not
only that, the rooms that are used
are inconvenient, they are inap-
propriate, they cannot be used to
the best advantage, and a great
maoy children have to be turned
away becanse of the lack of ac-
commodation. This isa sad thing
in a city like Salt T.ake, with the
wealth that we have.

I suppose more would bave bheen
done in this directlon had it not
been for waiting to hear what the
decision of the Supreme Court
would be in regand to our property.
QOur attorneys are unsettled them-
selves as to the best method of se-
curing property that may be given
for educationa! purposes. On this
account a humber who have pro-
mised funds have withheld them
until something of a reliable char-
acter can be reaclied concerning
the best method of holding them.
But, brethren, we can at least give
the interest of that which we intend
to donate, that it may go towards
supporting thisachool. Our schools
should pot languish iu this city,
ror in any of our counties. There
ghould be a liberal response, a wil-
lingpess to endow these schools,and
put them in a position where they
ean grow and furnish the educa.
tion that is so desirable to our chil-
dren. 1 desire to see such colleges
established in our land, and
such  proficient teachers  ob-
tained by these colleges, that
there will le no necessity for
any of our young men or young
women to o elsewhere to gain a
knowledge of any branch of learn-
ing, no matter what it may bhe. And
1 think the fime is not far dietant
when this consummation ean’ be
reached if we will foster these insti-
tutions of learning and encourage
our teachers. At the present time
there is a great lack of competent
teachers. But we have a large
number of young men who are very
bright, and under the influences
that prevail here, with our temper-
ate habits, with the streagth of In-
tellect which God gives unto those
who pursue lives of righteousness, 1
think it will net be long, with the
atimulus there is at the present, be-
fore we shall have a corps of teach-
ers that will not be excelled any-
where in this land, because we have
the element here out of which to
create them, under the blersings of
God. But we need school rooms.



