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19 secretary aiexales

belknap has returned
secretary robesonBobeson in sending to

the president his report of the inves-
tigationti of the polaris matter says
that the statements of all the res-
cued persons whowilo could speak or
understand english except the
w re of hans Cchristianhrist an were talttalltakenen
and are now being printed togeth-
er with the diaries kept by some of
the ice party A diary of the cruise
of tile Polaris was kept by herman
aarons one of the seamen remain-
ing on board and picked up on tilethe
ice after ththe separation from the
ship the secietary says it must
be clearly understood that in per-
mitting thisthib publication the de-
partmentpartment neither make nor declare
any judgment against buddington
who has no opportunity for defence
or explanation the facts show
that thouthough liehe was perhaps want-
ing in ententhusiasm for the grandest
object of the expedition and at
times grossly lax illin discipline and
thouthoughai liehe differed in judgment as
to the possibility safety and pro-
priety of taking the ship further
north yet liehe isanis eanran experienced
aada d careful navigator andanti a man
not addicted to liquor of which
none remained on board at the time
of the separation the secretary
then gives the details already made
erblicpublic of the measure taken by
himim to send the steamers juniata
and tigress to the relief if possible
of the doaris and the remainder

7 of her crew the tigress he pro-
poseshosethosel to purchase and strengthen
torlor the service required in the arc-
tic regions capt tyson esqui
maux joe and all tilethe rescued sea-
men will accompany the expedi-
tion being anxious to rescue their
comrades and bring out their old
ship

thetile following is the result of the
Investinvestigationinvestigateigat on and examination of
capt tyson frederick meyermeser
Esqui maux joe and others of the
rescued crew
at midnight on the third of sep-

tember 1871 capt hall landed with
a boat on the east shore of polaris
bay and in the name of god and
thothe president of the united states
raised the american flag on the land
hebe had discovered on one occa-
sion the polaris seemed to be in
such danger of being crushed that
provisionsprovisionhs were placed on the ice
and measures taken to be in rediredl
ness for leaving her but she hap-
pily escaped without injury im-
mediately after securing the ship
in winter auquartersarters capt hall
made preparations for the sledge
jjourneybourney north warwaiwaidwaldd and other work
was commenced by landing and
settinggetting up anail observatory getting
the scientific observations under
way surveying the harbor clearing
up the ship and making snug for
thetile winter on the loth capt
hall left the polaris accompani-
ed by mr preston first mate
Esqui maux joe and hans with
two sleds and fourteen dogs setting
out on this expedition the first
step taken by capt hall he fell
upon land moremote northern than
white mans foot ever before touch-
ed in the progress of thisthi journeyj bourney
unhappily the lastlist that captain
hall was to makemako towards the pole
he discovered as appears by his dis-
patch a river a lake and a large
inlet the latter in latitude 81 deg
57 seconds north he named this
newman bayday calling its north-
ern point cape brevoort and the
southern one suisum meramer headlandat cape brevoort in latitude 82
degrees 2 seconds west he rested
making there his sixth snow en-
campmentcampment on the he wrote
his last dispatch to tilethe secretary of
the kavynavy the original draft of
which was found in his own hand
writing on his own desk it was
delivered to the secretary of the
navy by Esquimaux joe who hadbad
kept the deskdesks in his custody from
the time it was picked up on the
ice after the separation of the res-
cued party from tilethe ship A copy
of this dispatch so singularly pre-
served accompanies this report
captain hall it appears had hoped
when hohe left the polaris on this
journey to advance northward at
least one hundred miles but after
havingleaving gone about fifty he was
compelled by thetiie condition of the
shore and ice and by the state of
the climate to return and awaitawalt the
approach of spring for another at-
tempt he reached the ship on the

of october inrn apparently his
usual finofine health but was attacked
tilethe same evening with sickness at
the saostomachmachmaeh and vomiting and was

taken to his bed he was found to
be30 seriously ill hisbis most marked
symptoms seem from the evidence
tto be such as indicated congestion
of the brain accompanied by de-
lirium and partial paralysis on one
side the witnesses all state that
hishia attack was called apoplexy and
some of them speak of theirtheli own
knowledge of his paralysis and de-
lirium he recoveredcoveredie however
some days after sufficiently to
leave his bed to move about the
cabin and to attempt to attend
to business but liehe soon had
a relapse became again delirious
and died on the ath of november
1871 threethree days after liehe was
buried on the shore from personal
examination of all the witnesses
and from their testimony as given
we reach unanimously the opinion
that the deathcleath of captain hall re-
sulted naturally from disease and
without fault on the part of any
adneone

all fhethe persons examined testify
to the uniform kindness of captain
hall and to the good order and effi-
cient condition of the polaris while
under his command on the death
of captain hall buddington suc-
ceeded to the command of the
polaris as hahadid beenleen provided for
in the regulations for tilethe voyage isis-
sued by the secretary of the navy
the winter passed by as is usual in
the arctic region Ekarlskarlyarlyariy in june
before the polaris was released
from the ice capt buddington dis-
patched mr chester and tyson
with boats to endeavor to get as far
north as possible with much diff-
iculty andind delay they got as far
north as newman bay they there
awaltawaitedthe possible opening of the
ice till the middle of july when
written orders from capt budding-
ton diredirectedcled them to return while
away and somesoine time in june the
polarispoat ishadhad broken out of itits winterswinter
quarters and had made several at-
tempts to proceed northward to
pickticktiek up the party with the boats
butut the ice was found to be impas-
sable and capt buddington on
receiving the party on board de-
terminedtermined to make the best of his
way southward to the United statessta tes
as soon as it would permit

they started southward ininanaugustg 1872 and slowly made
thetheirir way along the western shore
until the next day whenen the ship
having got further in mid channel
waswag beset by ice in latitude about 80
degrees and 40 seconds north she
was in danger of wrecking for sev-
eral hours when she was freed
again in august the ship was
made fast to a large floe of ice in
latitude 80 degrees and 30 seconds
north and longitude about GS68 de-

reesgrees west while still fast to the
floeoe she drifted authsouth through
smiths sound nearly to northum-
berland island in pursuance of
the usual order under similar cir-
cumstancescumstances a quantity of provis-
ions and some fuel were placed on
the deck of the steamer inin readi-
ness to be removed to the ice
should the safety of the ship be-
come endangered and it was or-
dered and understood that if a
crisis should be imminent notirot only
chethe sextantssextants but the clothing pa-
pers records instruments guns
ammunition etc were also to be
put upon the floe in order to pre-
serve the lives of the party and the
result of the expedition should it
become necessary to abandon the
ship and take refuge on the ice A
canvas had also been erected on the
floe for shelter should thetile ship be
lost

on the night of the of octo-
ber in about latitude 53 north dur-
ing a violent galegaie of wind and snow
need for such preparations became
apparent as the shipsnip was suddenly
beset by a tremendous pressure of
ice which was driven against her
from the southward and forced
under her pressing herler out of the
water and by successive and violent
shocks finally over on
her beam ends cap
directed the provisionprovisions stores and
material in readiness as before des-
cribed to be thrown over board on
the ice and ordered half of the crew
upon the ice to carry them upon a
thicker part to the hammocks
where they would be comparatively
safesare he also sent all the Eesquiu
maux with their kwaks out of
the ships and lowered the two re-
maining koatsboatsboats uuponon the floe while
surrounded in theee darkness of an
artieartic night amid a fierce galeandgalegaie and
driving snow the storm hawsershawkers of
the polaris failed to hold her and
she broke adrift ifwnmm the floe and
in a few moment vasfas out of sight
of the party who Wat that moment
were busily antworkat work on the ice it
iaIs the opinion of the witnesses
from the circumstance that the

separation of the ship from the
men women and children upon the
icefee floe was purely acellaecilaccidental

after losing sight of the shiplp
some of thetho men and women and
part ofor the provisions were found
to be afloat on a separate piece and
were rescued by moans of boats
which fortunately had been saved
on the ice and the party thus col-
lected on the main floe passed the
night as well as they could next
day they made several attempts to
reach the land with the boats but
galledfailed notwithstanding their most
persistent efferts owing to the ob-
structionst ofaf the ice and the violence
of the wind

while thus striving to get on
shore but at what particular time
of day is not exactly ascertained
the polaris came in sight to the
northward apparently coming to-
ward the floe under steam and
sail an india rubber blanket was
hoisted on an oar and displayed
from taete top of a haiphammockmock the
colors were set and other signals
were made to attract the attention
otof the polaris and as she passed so
near them that they plainly saw
her down to therathetho railrallfl and could dis-
tinguish her escape pipe andund she
kept on towards them until they
supposed her to be not more than
four miles oft they feitfelt sure she
could force her way throughI1 the
ice to their position indand that in a
little while they would be again on
boardhoard in this they were disap-
pointed for the polaris altered her
course and disappeared behind the
shore some time afterwards as
the floe drifted away she was again
seen by some men under land with
her sails furled and apparently at
anchor or made fast to the shoreshorb or
to the ice

it is most likely that the party
on the ice was seen from the p-
laris the Luterrex on the floe
the ships boats the colors the ele-
vated signal blankets and the group
of nineteen persons standing in re-
lief against the white background
could scarcesearcescarcelylv have remained un-
noticednotieed it waswas natural under these
circumstances that the party on the
ice should have felt deeply disap-
pointed at the failure of the ship to
come to their relief and should at
the time have ascribed it to

if not indifference rather
than inability on the part of her ire-
sponsible commander neither
is it lyrlillinaturalunnatural that this

luringduring tiiethe weary watches of
their long winter upon the leejee
should remain to affect injil a greater
or less degree their present judg-
ment on the subject but it must
not be forgotten that they like our-
selves were and will remain with-
out full information of the actual
condition of the polaris at the
time spoken of and cannot know
how far their position was under-
stood and appreciated by those on
board such information and know-
ledge are absolutely necessary to
correct thejudgment and must not
be assumed as a foundfoundationatlon for cen-
sure against personspersona acting under
circumstances so trying and uncer-
tain who by reason of their en-
forced absence have no

i opportunity
for explaining it seemssee Ms most like-
ly that the actual condition of the
polaris was such as to impose on
her commander the duty of moving
her with the lives abildalid property
which remained under his charge
at once into a position of batetgaiety
under the shelter 0 f northumber-
land

ber
island where she was last

seen by the party of the floe if
suchauch were the state of the asecase the
first duty of captain buddington
under such circumstances was to
I1lookook to his vessel particularly as he
probably believed that the party on
the ice by the aid of the two boats
the knacks and scow in their pos-
session would find their way back
to the polaris as early as he could
force his way to them but what-
ever may have been his opinion on
this the elements quickly deter-
mined his action for shortly after j

the polaris had been sighted11 for a
second timea violent ggalegaie10 from the
northeast sprang up the weather
became thick and the ship and land
were lost sight of and the ice floe
drifted away southward with the
nineteen persons still upon it in
vievieww of the circumstances detailed
it is therefore our unanimous judg-
ment that this final separation
from the ship was also accidental

the report next details the ad-
ventures of the party on the floe
until rescued by the tigress on the

day of april at the time of
their separation from

i tilethe polaris
everywery one belongingg to the expedi-
tion vaswas in googood health the podpol
aris had plenty of provisions but
not much coal probably enoughenol9h to
last through tilethe winter shoshe was

msthist seen apparently at anchor un-
der northumberland island where
it Is most likely she remained for
winter mr hayes found esqui
maux residing on the island and
Esquimaux settled at nacola close
by communication with these
people could bo easily opened and
maintained and no apprehension
for the polaris and in tilethe absence
of accident and sickness for those
on board is entertained by any of
the rescued personspersona

As to the question whether the
ship can make her way to the
danish settlement at upper
or disco without steamsteam if she gets
free from the ice this seabon sup-
posing her to be in as good con-
dition as when the rescued party
was last on board the witnesses dif-
fer in their judgment but a safer
if not better opinion is that she will
need assistance to bring her com-
pletely and safelysafe y out

on board the polaris are speci-
mens of drift wood picked on or
near the shoals of newmans bayeayba I1

and polaris bay aamongmong whizwhichc
myers thought he recognized dis-
tinctlyly the walnut ash and pine

among the numerous facts that
appear to be shown by the testi-
mony elicited on examination we
may mention as one of great in-
terest that the dip of the needleneedie
amounted to 4441 degrees and its de-
viation to 993 degrees being less
than at port faulke and Pennslaer
harbor as given by dr kane and
dr hayes the rise and fall of the
tide was carefully observed the
average being about five and one
half feet rhethe greatest depth of
water noted was about fathoms
the existence of a constant current
southward was noticed by the elpe

rapidityrapid varying with the
seasons and locality the winter
temperature was found to be much
more mild than was expected
the minimum being 58 degrees
below zero in january though
march proved to be the coldest
monthmouth on account of prevailing
winds from the northeast although
there was occasionally tempests
from the southwestsouth west high winds
were noticed however from all
points of the compass rainbain was
occasionally observed only on
land the precipitation presenting
itself over the ice illin the form
of snow during tilethe summer a
great extent of both low land and
elevations were bare of snow
and ice excepting patches here
and there in the shade of the rocks
the soil during this period was
covered more or less densely
with moss with which several
areti plants were interspersed some
of them of considerable beauty but
onentirely withoutthout seenscentt many smallsmail
willows scarcely reaching thetho dig
anity oshrubsrubb were seen the rocks
noticed were of schistosetose in a
state of nature and in soinesome in-
stances contained fossil plants
specimens of which were collected
evidences of glacier were seen in
localities now bare of ice these in-
dications consisting in the occur-
rence of ferrenialterrenial and lateral mar
aines animal life was found to
abound the muskmusi ox being shot at
intervals throughout the wintergeese duck and other water fowls
includeincludingin ploveroveroser and other birdseq nuaboundabounded duningduringring the summer al-
though the species of land birds
were comparatively few no fish
were seen although nets and lines
were frequently calledclied into play in
attempting to obtain them the
waters however were found IV be
filled to an extraordinary degree
with marine invertebra including
jelly fish and shrimp seals were
very abundant numerous insects
aisoalso were observed especially sev-
eral species of butterflies also flies
and bees and insects of a like char-
acter

tiietile geographical results of the
polaris expedition so far as can
now be ascertained from the testi-
mony of Ttysonson meyer and com-
rade temay be summed up briefly aas
follows the open polar seas laid
flown by ranekane and hays is found
to be in reality a sound of consider-
able extent formed by a samesomewhatwhat
abrupt expansion of oilethe kennedy
channel teto the northward and
broken by thetile lady franklinfrankiin bay
on the west and on the east and by
a large inlet twenty milesmild wide at
the opening and certainly extend-
ingin far inland its length was not
ascertained and myers thinks it
may bobe in fact a stistraitaitalt extending
till it communicates with the
francis joseph sound of the ger
mamannd hansaHanga from twenty five
to thirty miles wide opening out of
thetile sound above mentioned to
which captain hallhail as has already
been stated gave thethetho name of
robeson straits the western

shore of these straits north of grin-
nelsnels land is also nameless north-
east of cape uptonluptonIj in lat 81 37
isais a deep inlet which captain hallhail
called newmansNewmansmana bay naming its
northern point cape brevoort andamr
its southern bluff sumner head-
land the trend of the land con-
tinues to repulse harbor in lat 87
deg 9 north the hihighest1 chest north-
ern popointI1nt reached by I1land during
this expeditexpeditionronton was an elevation of
17001709 feet at repulse harbor on
thethe east coast of robinsons straits
thelandthe land continues N E to the
end of the straits and thence east
and southeastsouth ea sttt till lost in the dis-
tance its vanishing point bearing
south of east from the place of ob-
servation no other land was visi-
ble to the N E but land was seen
on the west coast extending north
as far as the eye could leach and
apparently terminating in a leadkeadhead-
land 84 north tilethe errors in therthe
shore line of the west coast as laid
down by dr hays and also the
errors in the shore lineof greenland
as laid down by dr kane were ob-
served and corrected of course
the full scientific results of the
polaris expedition cannot be known
until the vessel shall have been
found and brought back with the
treasures she has gatheredwith the
records and details of the arctic ex-
plorationsplpiorations

the limit of greenland was called
the southern fiord north of it is
an indentation of thetho shore called
by capt hall polaris bay the
polaris wintered there the north-
ern point of this bay is named cape
lupton its southern point is yet
without name from carecape lupt-
on the lanciland bends to the northeastyhearty
and from the eastern shore is a newnow
channel from twenty five to thirty
miles wide

the report is sigsigned by george
robeson secretary of the navy
spencer F baird assistant secre-
tary of the smithsonian institute
wmwirt reynolds commandant of
U S navy H W howgate act-
ing signal officer of the U S A

to the president june 16
the following isis a copy of the

draft of captain hallshaies dispatch
sixth snow house encampment

cape brevoort north side of the en-
trance to newmans bay lallatat 82
deg 31 north long 61 deg 20101 min
west october 26 1871

to honorable secy TJ S navy
G 11alM robesonEobeson

myself and party consisting of
mr chester mate myray esqui
maux joe and the greenland Es
quinaux hans left the ship in
winter quarters thank god in har-
bor

bar-
bor latitude 81 degrees 38 minutes
north longitude 61 degrees 44 min-
utes west meridian october tenth
or adum by two sleds drawn bby
fourteen edogadogs to discover if
ble a feasible route inland for my
sleds to journey next spring tto
reach the north pole purposing to
adopt such route if found better
than a route over the old floes andandi
hammocks of the strait which L
have designated robeson strait af-
ter the hon secretary of the U 8
N wevre arrived here on the after-
noon of oct 17 having discovered
a lake and river on our way
along the latter our route is an al-
most serpentine one which led us
on to this bay fifteen minutes dis-
tant from here southward and east-
ward from the top of an iceberg
near the mouth ofof saidsald river we
could seeseo that this bay which
I1 have named after the rev
doctor newmanNe extended fromcape brevoort we can see land
extending on the west side of thether
strait to the north 22 degrees westywest
and distant about twenty miles
thus makingmalting the landlaud which we
have discovered as far as latitude
83 degrees 5 north therethereas is an ap-
pearancepearance of land further north and
extending more easterly than what
I1 have just noticed but the peculiar
dark nimbus of the cloud that con-
stantly hangs over what seems to
be land prevents my making a full
determination on august
the polaris made her greatest north-
ern latitude 82 degrees 29 north
after several attempts to get her
further north she became beset
when we were drifted to 81 so30
when an opening occurred we
steamed out of the pack and made
harbor sept where the polaris
is A corner of the manuscript is
here burned ouond up to the time I1
and my party left the ship all have
been well and continue so with
high hope of accomplishing our
great mission we find tythis a
much warmer country than was
exexpectedacted
allxiiN the mountains on either sideaide of

Kennkennedyedyss channel and robeson
strait werawore found entirely barebarnofof
snow and with the exception of a


