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indian territory mission at st john
kansas we commenced a series of
valuable priesthood meetings where
the elders were instructed regarding
their responsible labors elder william
H green presidesvre sides over the kansas
conference and elders samuel kirk-
man D WW stone charles F soloman
samuel B hazen albert gibby wil-
liam T harper traveling elders secre-
tary of conference phares W dunyon
and secretary john M knight of the
mission besides local elders teachers
and deacons among whom was the
president of this branch elder george
baker were present

aside from our regular conference
meeting our mutual improvement as-
sociation met on friday evening our
sunday school and fast meeting on
sunday we also bad regular sunday
evening meeting two local teachers
were ordained elders and set apart as
traveling missionaries general church
authorities local and mission officers
were sustained by a unanimous vote

the mutual improvement association
organized in octobersOcto beris one of the most
successful entertaining instructive and
social organizations in this city it is
presided over by brother knight the
majority of the officers are latter day
saints over sixty per cent of the mem-
bers are non mormon while the attend
onceance of such far exceeds that number
last friday night about one hundred
and fifty were present experienced a
great amount of pleasure and rece ved
intellectual food from listening to the
exercises the choir is led by elder
samuel kirkkirkmanman the organist and a
large majority of the choir are not lat
ter day saints

it must be remembered that our
elders are wide awake and always in
the lead as far as the solid religious ex-
ercises are concerned the mutual im-
provementpro rient association manuals used
four subjects are being carried through
this season the Gospel New testament
church history and civil governmentgovern ment
while secretary knight is the only
elder located here permanently elder
kirkman our choir leader and our
organist phares dunyon are in alter-
nately but of course during the confer-
ence all the elders are here and you
may mademaae
use of thein restoration oiof the

and Melchi sedek priesthood
were handled ably by elder knight and
eldereider green spoke on faith in the old
testament the golden sunset a
monthly periodical was published and
was read by the editor mr P D
Lamerelamareuxux it contained some able
articles both of a solid and humorous
nature

not only do the people of st john
come out to the entertaining meetings
but our sunday school lastfast and evening
meetings are none the less appreciated
among those in regular attendance in
our evening meetings are such people
as the banker mayor editor attorney
and a majoritymaiority of the very best people

classes in sunday school made up otof
course of a large percentage of non
mormonscormons are presided over by our
elders and saints if any one doubts
that good is being done by our institu-
tions in st john they little understand
the efficacy oiof the labors of the servants
of the lord directed by his spirit
church works are beingbeina used almost en-
tirely it is of no little interest to hear
ourgur friends recite from gospel subjects

and sing the beautiful songs oiof zion
we anticipate a rich harvest in the near
future

the cold storm attended of course
with usual prairie winds made the
weather so disagreeable that some of our
conference meetings were not well at-
tended but notwithstanding all that the
little chaps and youngoung people climbed
over the snow eatsdrifts and took their
places in sunday school the seats
were well filled at the night meetings

to conclude with on monday night
some of the exercises of our christmas
concert were repeated with other in-
terestingte selections from some of the
citizens for the benefit of a windmill
fund many of our more prominent
friends have said they wanted to see a
beautiful lawn dotted here and there
with beautiful flower beds of various
designs on our meeting house grounds
and are willing to aid in procuring a
windmill and pump with which to draw
water from our well

all our elders are traveling without
purse or scrip and report that they are
kindly received by the people are hold-
ing a great many good meetings and
have many friends who seem deeply in-
terestedte and who are investigating the
principles of the gospel we have
plenty of country in this conference for
twice as many elders as are laboring
here at present to bring before the
minds of the people the truths of the
everlasting gospel

the saints here and our friends have
entertained the elders very well during
our conference and we fully appreciate
their kindness

we have had a general good time
enjoyed ourselves thoroughly at our
meetings listening to the instructions
and precious information given

the tolling of the new year bells an-
nounced the birth of another child into
this mission in the form of the great
lone star stateStatethusthus giving an additional
conference to our mission the new
arrangements have been made through
mutual agreement of the presidentsPresident of
the missions the southern states and
this and the leading authorities of the
church it will not be long before many
more servants otof god are working in
that part of his vineyard

secretary knight the general super-
intendentin of our st john sunday
schools and our choir leader elder
kirkman will accompany our president
elder andrew kimball on his trip
through the mission holding meetings
at the difdifferentlerent conferences it is ex-
pected that they will visit st louis and
chicago en route that they will have
a good and profitable time no one
doubts unless they get hung up in a
snow drift between here and the woods
of the eastern country for at this writ-
ing one is reminded otof some of those
blizzards which en route from the north-
west to the east have looked in and
have given our mountain people a
breath intensified however by the
usual winds of kansas they are made
still worse

elder lorin C woolley of center
ville who should have accompanied
elder kimball here arrived yesterday
evening after being blockaded on the
railroad for some time he attended
the concert and was greatly surprised to
see the success that is being made here
and the way non mormonscormons took hold to
aid in the entertainment mr moseley
made a lewfew very appropriate remarks

and announced that when elders knight
and kirkman returned from their cout y
ney a series of entertainments would tebI1 I1
given for raising more money for dififil
windmill fund he said one peleculcullop
feature about the mormon boys was tl
they never asked a contribution excyelc
they were willing to give moneys I1
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dear brother I1 arrived in laffiebaliv

francisco november and haip
cordially received by president tatal N

norner who started for home Novembluntil then I1 took no active
but proceeded to make myself asaa aliki
acquainted with the situation asa afi

circumstances would admit of I1in abri
length of gme I1 found that
elders were grouped togtogether in pialao
about asae follows seven ioin ban irarl
biacoaleco five in sanban diego five in ija
AnangelesgeleP four inill sanban jose four
sacramentoBao two at latrobe andancl wo
riverside they were hiringbiting th
own rooms in each place buying ttb
own food and in sowacmea instancesineta noes 00
ing it triothe actual time spent amonamo
the people distributing cards and
waswaa frfrom0 M tabreeb ree to tourfour hoghoba
each day it did ibiotot see
toio weme that this was the anukmort
profitable way to work accordingaccordinglylM
igoaI1 got the elders tutogethergeLber who W
laboring here and discussed the sitbatna
ilon laying before them the necenecessityagit
of traveling in the lords appt
way without purse or scrip

atter this I1 went to sanban jose agieanaf 1

aroused the elders there onod the aam
luefalonloD I1 thenmen went to saba
and took up a labor there with
elderseldera on my return I1 issued aela alt
oularcular letter to all the aldere of 4I1 herewith enclose you a11 copy
you waymay seeaee by what means I1 hav
reached the present conditions th
result waswaa that several of the
announced themselvesthema elvea ready to tabatak 4
the floia we met together and after
prayer and supplication before the
lord two were appointedappo from aan

to Baltsali nafnap alonte VW
two from ban josejoae to holh

ter sanban benito county and two frfrom
to napa city

county
this was all nownew ground

which the elders had notdot trod
the lower part of thebe aaateate a like
waswae pursued the groups had bobia
canteredcattered by two the head quarto
have been broken up and dow ix
pairs of0 elders are traveling abao ut
ly without purse or scrip all the
others are moving steadily in that
11 the reports that hhat
reached me from those elders that
have ariaen to the true standard of
missionary life and labor are of the
most encouraging nature they anam
01 ten entertained at abb bestbeat bothotelelst
opera houses churches hallshalle seaana
babool houses have been provided re
past edly newspapers have advertised
theirheir meetings treefree friends havebays been

raised up to administer to their wante
and on theirheir departure bid them welw


