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Indian Territory Mission, at St. John,
Kapsas, we commenced a series of
valuable priesthood meetings, where
the Elders were ibnstructed regarding
their responsible labors. Elder William
H. Green presides over the Kansas
conference, and KElders Samuel Kirk.
man, D. w. Stone, Charles F. Solomap,
Samuel B. Hazen, Albert Gibby, Wil-
lHam T. Harper, traveling Elders; secre-
tary of conference, Phares W, Dunyon,
and secretary Johmn M. Knight of the
mission, besides local Eiders, Teachers
and Deacons, among whom was the
president of this branch, Elder George
Baker, were present.

Aside from our regulat conference
meeting, our Mutual Improvement as-
sociation met on Friday evening, our
Sunday School and fast meeting, on
Sunday; we also had regular Sunday
evening meeling Two local Teachers
were prdained Elders and set apart as
traveling missionaries. Geperal church
authorities, local and mission officers
were sustained by a unanimous vote,

The Mutual Improvement association,
orgapized in October, 18 one of the most
successful, entertaining, instructive, and
social organizations in this city. It is
presided over by Brother Kpight; the
majority of the officers are Latter-day
Saipts; over sixty per cent of the mem-
bers are pop-Mormon, while the attend
ance of such far exceeds that number,
last Friday night about ope hundred
and filty were present, experienced a
greatamount of pleasure, and rece ved
intellectual tood from listening to the
exercises. The choir is led by Elder
Samuel Kirkman; the organist and a
large majority of the choir are pot Lat-
ter-day Saints.

It must be remembered that our
Eiders are wide awake and always in
the lead, as far as the 5olid religious ex-
ercises are concerned, The Muiual Im-

rovement association manuals used;
rour subjects are being carried through
this season; the Gospel,New Tesiament,
Church History, and Civil government.
While Secretary Knight is the only
Elder located here permanently, Elder
Kirkman our choir leader and our
organist, Phares Dunyon are in alter-
pately; but of course during the confer-
ence all the Elders are here, and you
may depend, Elder Knight made good
use of them. Restoration of the
Aaronic apd Melchisedek Priesibood
were handled ably by Eider Kpight, and
Elder Green spoke or Faith in the Old
Testanient. **The Golden Sunpset,” a
monthly periodical was publisbed, and
was read by the Editor, bir. P. D,
lL.amiereux.- It contaiped some able
articles, both of a solid and humorous
nature.

Not ooly do the people of St John
come oul to the entertaining meetings,
but gur Sunday school, fast and evening
meetings are none the less appreciated.
Amonbg those in regular attendance in
our eveping meelings are such people
as the banker, mayor, editor, altorney,
apd a maiority of the very best people..

Classes in Sunday school, made up ot
course, of a large percentage of non:
Mormons are presided over by our
Elders and Saints. If any ome doubts
that good is being done by our institu.
tions in St John they little understand
the efficacy of the labors of the servants
of the Lord, directed by His spirit.
Church works are being used almost en-
tirely. Itis of po litile interest to hear
our friends tecite frotn gospel subjects

and sing the beautiful songs of Zion.
We anticipate a rich harvest in the near
future.

The cold storm, attended of course
with usual praitie winds, made the
weather so disagreeable that some of our
conference meetings were not well at-
tended, but notwithstanding all that, the
little chaps and young people climbed
over the snow drifts apd took their
places in Sunday school.
were well filled at the night meetings.

To conclude with, on Monday night,
some of the exercises of our Christmas
concert were repeated, with other in-
teresting selections from some of the
citizens, for the bepefit of a windmill
fund. Many of our more proniinent
friends have said they wanted to seea
beautiful lawn dotted here and there
with beauvtiful flower beds of various
designs, on our meeting house grounds,
and are willibg to aid in procuring a
windmill and pump with which to draw
water from our well.

All our Elders are traveling without
purse or scrip, and report that they are
kindly received by the people. are hold-
ing a great many good meelings, and
have mapy friends who seem deeply in-
teresied and who are investigating the
principles of the Gospel. We have
pleaty of country in this conference for |
twice as many Elders, as are laboring
here at present, to bring before the
minds of the people the truths of the
everlasting Gospel.

The Saints here and our friends have
entertained the Elders very well during
our conterence, and we fully appreciate
their kindness.

We have had a general good time,
enjoyed ourselves thoroughly at our
meetings, listening to the instructions
and precious information given,

The tolling of the new year bells an-
pounced the hirth of another child into
this mission, in the form of the great
Lone Star State,thus giving an additional
conference to our miesion. The new
arrangements have been made through
mutnal agreement of the Presidents of
the missions, the Soutliern states and
this, and the leading authorities of the
Church It will oot be long before many
more servants ot God are workiug in
that part of His vineyard.

Secretary Knpight, the general super-
itepdent of our St. John Sunday
schools, and our choir leader, Elder
Kirkman, will accompany our president,
Elder Andrew Kimball on his. trip
through the mission, holding meetings
at the diflerent conferenves. It is ex-
pected that they will visit St. Louis and
Chicago en-route.  That they will have
a good and profitable time, no one
doubts, ubpless they get hunmg up in a
snow drift between here and the woods
of the easlern country, for at this writ-
ing one is reminded ot some ol those
blizzards which, en-route from the north-
west to the.east, have looked i, and
have given our mountain people a
breath. Intensified however by the
usual winds of Kapsas, they are made
still worse.

Elder Lorin C. Woolley of Center-
ville, who should have accompanied
Elder Kimball here, arrived yesterday
evening, after being blockaded on the
raiiroad for some time. He attended
the concert, and was greatly surprised to
see the success that is being made here,
and the way non-Mormons took hold to
aid ip the entertainment. Mr. Moseley
made a tew very appropriate remarks
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and apnonnced that when Elders Knight
and Kirkmap returped from their jour-
ney, a series of entertainments would be
given for raising more money for the
windmill fund—he said one pecu[iar =
feature about the Mormon boys was that -
they pever asked a cobtribution except
they were willing lo give money’s worth
in return. PrARES DunvoN.
Secrelary of Kansas Conference.

CALIFORNIA MISSION REPORT.

612 VauNess Avenue,
Ban Francisco, Cal,,
Japuary 1, 1897,
President Wliterd Wondruff, Balt Liake .
City, Utah: ;

Dear Btother—I arfived {p Ban
Fravcisco November 16ih  apnd was ,
cordially received by Preeldent Tap-
per, who started for homie Novemnber
24:th. Until theo I took no agtive part,
vut proceeded to make mysell ae well
acquainted with Lhe situation as the -
circomstapces would admit of in that
leogth of time, I found that the
Elders were greuped togetherin places
aboul as followe: Beven in Ban Frap.
claco; five in Ban Diego; fve }n Lps
Angeler; four in Ban Jose; four at
Bacramento, two at Liatrohe apy twout
Riverside. They were biripg thelr
owD rooms ip esch nlace, buying thelr
own food apd ip seme IDAtsnces cook-
fog it. The sotual Lime spent among
the people distributing cards and tracts
wes from three to four  hgurs
esnch day. It did ro reem
to me - tbat thle wns the most
proBinble way to Wwork; =sccordingly
I cot the Elders tugsther who were
iaboring bere and discuseed Lhe pita. |
Jon, laylng before them the pecessity
of treveling in the Lord's sppulnted
way, witbhont purse or ecrip.

Adter thia I went to Ban Jose and
arpured the Elgers thére on the same
question; I then went to Ba ‘ramento
abd Llopk Up a labor there with the
Hiders. On my return I lssued a gir-
cular fetter to sil the KEldere, of whioh
I berewilih emcluse you a copy that -
¥ou Inay see by whnt meaus [ have
renched the present conditlons, The
resuit was thsat several of the Elderas
apnounced themeelver ITeady to take |
the fleld, We met Logethier, apu alter
ursyer abDJ supplicsiioD belpre the _
Lord, itwo were sppoluted from Ban °
Frauvoleco to Balipas, Monterey
county; two from Ban Juse to Hollle-
tet, Bau Benllo county; and two frem
dnctrmento to Nupa OCity, Napa .
connty.

This was all pew ground wupon .
whion the Eiders bad pot trpu, Ino
the lower part of the a'ate a |lke course
wae pursued, The groups had bheen
rcattered by two?, the headquariers
nsve heen brokem up, and nuw elx °
paire ot Elders ate travellng nbeo ute-

iy without pwree or ecrip. All tne .
others are moving steadlly n that
+ifectlon. The reporits toat  have

reached me from tbose Eiders that
have urisen to the true stamdard of
missionary life and labor are of the
moet epcowraging nailure; they are
piten eptertalned st the best botels;
opera housee, churcher, halls anu
school bouses bave heen provided re-
pastedly; newspapere bave advertised .
Lheir meetings free; friends bave heen
rateed Up Lo administer Lo thelt wants
and on thelr departure bld them wels |



