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and to all the servants of God. Men do
not obtain place in this Church because
the y seek for it. If it were known that
a man was ambitions to hold a certaln
office In the Church, that fact itselr
would lead to his dcteat, because hls de-
sire would not be granted unto him.
This Is the case with the officers of
this Church. But we are treated and
talked about some times as though

we were clvil officers—men who
sought to obtaln place through
the suffragen of their fellow

citizens. We have not done this: and
the rule that is applied to clvil offi-
cers in that regard does not apply to
us. We are not responsible to—I was
golng to say, to the people; yes, we
are; but we are responsible to God.
God chose us and mominated us, and
It Ja for Him to stralghten us out
when we do wrong. He submitted us
to the peopie, and the people accepted
us. We stand In that position and re-
lationshlp. I mention this because you
know what has occurred from time to
time, and you know the spirlt that
some men indulge In concerning these
matters. We are doing the very hesi
we can, and we are striving to set
an example unte the people In every
respect, We are striving ourselves to
cultivate faith, and we are doing many
things that naturally we would not do,
but which God puts in our hearts to
do. We are trying to the very beast
of our ability to be a benefit to this
people. The Idea of our standing In
these responsible stations and not tak-
Ing upon us the responelbllity that
belonga to them—the very thought
of such a thing makes my soul almost
shrink within me. To think Lhat God
would glve me a responsiblllty thnat
I dld not magnity; that He had placed
mec in a position and I would stand as
an idle man, a hiind watchman, a
speechless shepherd, and do nothing to
take care of the flock, is something
80 abhorrent to cvery teeling of my
heart that I cannot bear It When I
meet the Lord, I want to meet Him
without belng censurable or being con-
demned by Him. I want to be enper-
getic; I want to do everything In my
power; I want to work night and day,
with all the abllity and strength God
has glven me, in my office and calling.
Presldent Woodruff and President
fmith, 1 know, feel the same. Presl-
dent Woodruff is A marvel in this re-
spect, Notwithstanding hls advanced
age, he does everything that a man can
do of his strength, and far more, I fre-
quently think, than he ought to at-
tempt. This is the spirit that rests
upon the First Presidency . We are anx-
ious to save the people. We are anx-
ious to have faith ourselves, and to
instil this taith into the minda of the
Latter-day Saints, that we may all
come up to the standard necessary to
enter Into the presence of the Lord
Jepus; that you canmot gay to us that
we have pot been true to you, that we
have not watched over you, and that
we have not guarded your Intereats un-
selfishly and with an eye single to
ihe glory of God; and that we on our
part, I trust, will be able to say that
you have obeyed the counsel which God
has given to us, that you have lia-
tened to HIis volce ag it has been re-
vealed to us, and have gbeyed that
counse! without hesitatlon and with-
out murmuring and fault-finding.
We hope that this will be the case;
for some day we are golng to stand
before the judgment seat of our Lord
and Redeemer, to be judged by Him.
The deeds we have done in the body,
the words we have used, the influence
we have exercised, we shall be judged
for them all. Not one of us can escape
the Judgment of the Lord our God,
Therefore, my brethren and sisters,
let me appeal to you this afterncon in
this solemnn - assembly (for it ls a
golemn assembly), to take heed to
your wayd, You have beep taught the

'word of God. The servants of God have

heen In your midst and have labored
with you. You ail know that this s
the work of God, The power of God
has attended the administration of the
Elders. The slck have been healed,
and many mighty works have been
done in your midst. You know, there-
fore, for yourselves that the Lord is
with His people, and with us. Now,
Ilsten to the voice of Hls Spirlt. Cul-
tivate that Spirlt, and seek for it by
night and by day. If you will do this;
I sBay lo you that God wlill reveal Him-
self unto you as He has never done
before;, the visions of eternity will be
open to you; angels wil minister unto
you, and the power of God will descend
upon you, as Individuals and as a peo-
pie. 1 tell you this in the name of
the Lord, and as His servant. This will
most assuredly be the case with this
people If they will do as the Lord re-
qulres at their hands, and exercise
talth, and put away evil from them.
Let us labor to maintaln our second
estate. Oh! this Is the great desire of
my heart for my brethren and sisters
and for myself. Wea were falthful In
our firet estate. We would not listen
to Batan. Consequently we are here
today, clothed with mortality, Now we
are {n our second estate, and Satan ls
agaln seeking to lead us astray. He
wants us to listen to him. He would
Hke to desatroy us, and would fill our
minds with the polson of death. On tha
other hand, God 18 entreating us by
Hils Holy Spirit not to listen to Satan.
It {s sald of Cain that he loved Satan
more¢ than he loved God. That {3 an
untortunate condition for any human
being to be In. Let us love God morc
than we do Satan. Let us not listen to
that arch-tempter and destroyer, who
rebelled agalnst God and Hls Chosen
One, and 1led aetray one-third of our
brethren and slsters—led them down to
hell, to be his angela, his agents, to do
his hidding: and they are striving now
to destroy the reat of the chlildren of
God and to defeat the purposes of God,
Let uy be faithful to our second estate.
o matter how poor we may be, no
matter what our clrcumstances may be,
let ug malntain our integrity and keep
the commandments of God, that in the
end we may come back Into the pres-
ence of God, having kept our second
estate and filled the mirsion He has
glven us on the earth; that He may
welcome us back as we welcome our
=ons when they return after having
filled faithtul misslons, only with far
greater joy; that when we meet our
Father In heaven and cur Elder Brother
Jesus, they may say to us: ““You have
kept your second estate; you have been
falthful and true in the midst of temp-
tation, =in and darknees; you have
malimained your valor; now there Is
before you a never-ending career of
glory and honor, and everything that
hndled in all the promiscs of God.”
God help us all to do this, with all
our households, our children, and our
posterity. This Is my humble prayer
this afternoon In your behalf, in the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

IN THE TURKISH MISSION

Apostle Anthon H. Lund writes the
tollowing interesting letter to the Mil-
lennial Star from Aleppo, Syrla, under
date of XMarch 31, 1898:

8ince I wrote you from Haifa I have
had a very Interesting vislt with the
Salnts at Alntab. We succeeded in
getting our Armenian brother who
traveled with us landed at Alexandret-
ta. Armenians who have left the
country are not permitted to land ex-
cept they have thelr passports in good
order. I beileve he will be able to do
a good work among his friends at
home. He seems to be a man of great
faith, and, having visited Zion, he will

be able to refute the scandalous re-
ports which have been eirculated con-
cerning our people.

You would think that in this far-off
land our Eilders would have the chance
to present the Gospel as we belleve jt
without having to meet the baseless
tabrications which have been the
tavorite weapons of our opponents in
northern Europe and America; but not
30. Here our missionaries are met by
the old stories, re-hashed and serveg
up a la Jarman. While this {8 ngt
pleasant for our brethren, still the
Lord overrules it for good, and many,
who otherwise would have been ip-
different in regard to us, have come to
us to find out the truth concerning our
falth, and have hecome deeply inter-
ested in the Gospel.

We arrived at Alntab on the first of
March. We were made quite welcome
by the Salnts. They had not been vig-
ited by an Elder for years, and hence
they had looked anxicusly forward tg
the time when they should have a mig-
sionary In their midst again. It wag
pleasant to see thelr happy faces ang
hear thelr hearty “MHosh geldinls,”
{welcome).

There were some thirty membera gof
the Church in Alntab, who had a Priest
to preside over them. No one else hagd
been ordalned to the Priesthood. We
found flve members who had been bap-
tized, but on aecount of there being no
Elder, they had not been confirmed,
They had longed to recelve the blesa.
ing of inying on of hands, and rejoleed
that the ordinance could now he per-
formed. It Is a remarkable fact and
an evidence of how the Salnts are ac-
tuated by the same Spirit wherever
and In whatever circumstances they
are found, that this little Aock hag
kept faithful and had a correct concepa-
tion of the Gospel; and this, notwjth.
standing their isolation and their not
heing able to read any of our publleg-
tlons or any of our Church works, A
few tracts have been printed In Turk-
ish, and that Is all they have reaq of
our literature. They are diligent gty-
dents of the Bible, and the Spirjt of
God has enlightened their minds to
understand many of the pglorious
truths it containa. They had not hid-
den their light under a bushel, but in
season, and, perhaps, sometimes gut of
season, they had proclaimed the prin-
ciples of the Gospel.

They had not forgottenm, however,
the best method of preaching the Gos-
pel, namely, by showing a good exam-
ple. A minister who was ralling
against the sins of the Mormons. wag
asked by the presldent of the hranch
to point out who were gullty of what
he had charged against them. He re-
plled: *Oh, I do not mean your mem-
bers here, for they are exemplary men
and women; but I refer to those In
Uteh.”

The brother who presides over the
branch seems to have been ralsad up
by the Lord speclally for that place.
During the triale and hardships
through which the Salnts have passed
he has ever been staunch and true, and
unwavering In his falth, and hag beert
an [napiration to the Salnts to be fajth-
ful. They had full confidence |n him.

Brother Hintze was the first one to
preach the Gospel In Aintab, and some
of the members remembered him from
that thme, and many outsiders were
hearty in welecoming him back.

Our room was c¢rowded from morn-
ing tlll night with people who ejther
wanted to learn our prineiples, or show
us that we were wrong. It was an In-
teresting sight to see them sit Turkish
fashion on the carpet, s0m+tijmes as
many as thirty at once, with Brother
Hintze in the middle. They would ply
him with questions, and ligten to the
answers he gave them. The Armenl-
ans are very earnest in thelr discus-
8lon and when this became very ani-
mated, to me, who did pot understand
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