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and to all the servants of god men do
mot obtain placephaoe in this church because
thehe y seekmeek for it if it were known that
a man was ambitions to hold a certain
officeaae in the church that fact itself
would lead to his defeat because his de
sire would not be granted unto him
this Is the case with the officers of
thischis church but we axeare treated andaind
talked about some times asas though
we were civil officers men who
sought to obtain plazeplace through
the suffrages of their fellow
citizens we have not done this and
the rule that is applied to civil off-
icers in that regard does not apply to
us we are not responsible to I1 was

f going to saymay to the people yes weare but we are responsible to god
god chose us and nominated us and
it is torfor him to straighten us out
when we do wrong he submitted us
to the people and the people accepted
us we stand in that position and re-
lationshiplation ship I1 mention this because you
know what has occurred from time to
time and you know the spirit that
bome men indulge in concerning these
matters we are doing the very best
we can and we are striving to set
an example unto the people in every
respect we axeare striving ourselves to
cultivate faith and we axeare doing many
things that naturally we would not do
but which god puts in our hearts to
do40 we are trying to the very beat
of our ability to be a benefit to thisthip
people the idea of our standing in
these responsible stations and not tak-
ingng upon us the responsibility that
belongs to them the very thought
of such a thing makes my soul almost
shrink within me to think that god
would give me a responsibility that
I1 did not magnify that he had placed
me in a position and I1 would stand as
an idle manmam a blind watchman a
speechless shepherd and do nothing to
take care of the flock is something
so0o abhorrent to every feeling of my
heart that I1 cannot bear it when I1
meet the lord I1 want to meet him
without being censurable or being con-
demneddamned by him I1 want to toebe ener-
getic I1 want to do everything in my
power I1 want to work night and day
with all the ability and strength god
has given me in my office and calling
lPpresidentresident woodruff and president
smith I1 know feel the same presi-
dent woodruff is a marvel in this re-
spect notwithstanding his advanced
age he does everything that a man can
dodoofof himhia strength and far more I1 fre-
quentlyly think than he ought to at
dempttemipt thisme is the spirit that rests
upon the first presidency we are anx-
ious to save the people we are acx
lous to have faith ourselves and to

thisthin faithedth into the minds of tthehelatter day saints that we may all
come up to the standard necessary to
entereater into the presence of the lordlordjesusjesua that you cannot say to us that

wawe have not been true to you thatthal we
have nat watched over you and that
wee have not guarded your interests un
seselfishlylAshly and with an eye single to
vbathe glory of god and that we on ourpart I1 trust will be able to say thatyou navehave obeyed thetha counsel which god
basaaa given to us that you have lis-
tened to his voice asan it has been re

to us and have obeyed that
counsel without hesitation and with-
outt mmmurmuring and faultfindingfault findingwewe hope that this will be the case
torfor some day we are going to standstand

beffrebeitere ththe judgment seat of our lordand dedeetedeemerroer tobeto be judged by him
the deeds we have done in the body
ahabaw words wwe have used the influenceve exercisedexercise we shallall be judged
tov them all not one of us can escape
te judgment of the lord our god

therefore my brethren and sisters
loimelet me appeal to louthisyou this afternoon in
thisHUB solemn assassemblyembly for it is a
solemn assembly to take heed to
your ways you have been taught tthe

word of god the servants of god have
been in your midst and have laborilabored64
with you you all know that this iff14
the work of god the power of god
has attended the administration of the
elders the sick have been healed
and many mighty works have beeg
done in your midst you know there-
fore for yourselves that the lord is
with his people and with us nowanow
listen to the voice of his spirit culisivate that spirit and seek for it by
night and by day if you will do thisI1 say to you that god will reveal himself unto you as he has never donebefore the visions of eternity will be
open to you angels wllwil minister unto
you and the power of god will descendupon you as individuals and as a peo-
ple I1 tell you this in the name of0the lord and as his servant this willwilf
most assuredly be the case with thid
people if they will do as the lord re-
quires at their hands and
faith and put away evil from them

let us labor to maintain our second
estate oh this is the great desire oformy heart for my brethren and blaterisisterand for myself we were faithful inour first estate we would
to satan consequently we are hereharetoday clothed with mortality now we
are in our second estate and satan toIsagain seeking to lead us astray hewantswanta us to listen to him he woula
like to destroy us and would fill our
minds with the poison of death on thehe
other hand god Is entreating us baiWillshis holy spirit not to listen to satan
it is said of cain that tiehe loved satan
more than he loved god that is aaian
unfortunate condition for any human
being to be in let us love god more
than we do satan let us not listen to
that arch tempter and destroyer who
rebelled againstag god and his chosenone and led astray one third of our
brethren and sisters led them down to
hell to be his angels his agents to do
his bidding and they are striving now
to destroy the rest of the children 0
god andaad to defeat the purposes of god
let usua be faithful to our second estate
to matter how poor we may be no

matter what our circumstances may belet us maintain our integrity and keep
the commandments of god that in theend we may come back into the pres-
ence of god having kept 0ourur secondestate and filled the mission he hasgiven us on the earth that ilehe may
welcome us back as we welcome outour
sons when they return after having
filled faithful missions only with fargreater joy that when we meet our
father in heaven and our elder brotherjesus they may say to us you havekept your second estate you have been
faithful and true in the midst of temp-
tation sin and darknessdarkmess you have
maintained your valor now there Is
before you a never ending career ofglory and honor and everything that

bodied in all the promises of god
god help usallus all to do this with allour households purour children and our

posterity this is my humble prayerprayer
this afternoon in your behalf in thename of jesus christ amen

IN THE TURKISH MISSION

apostle anthon H lund writeswrit es the
following interesting letter to the mil-
lennial star from aleppo syria underdate of march 31 18881898

since I1 wrote you from haifa I1 have
had a very interesting visit with the
saints at we succeeded in
getting our armenian brother whoiwho
traveled with us landed at alexandreata armeniansArmen ians who have left the
country are not permitted to land ex-
cept they have their passports in good
order I1 believe he will be able to doa good work among his friends at
hhomeome he seems to be a man of great
faith alkerand having visited abon hebe will

be able to refute the scandalous re-ports which have been circulated con-
cerning our peopleyou would think that in this far offland our elders would have the chance
to present the gospel as we believe itwithout having to meet the baseless
fabrications which have been thefavorite weapons of our opponents innorthern europe and america but notso here our missionaries are met bjbthe old stories rehashedhashedre and servedup a la jarman while this is notpleasant for our brethren still thelord overrules it for good and manyimany
who otherwise would have been inutdifferent in regard to us have come tothus to find out the truth concerning onour
faith and have become deeply inter-
ested in the gospel

we arrived at on the first otoimarch we were made quite welcomeby the saints they had not been vis-ited by an elder for years and hencthey had looked anxiously forward I1tothe time when they should have a mis-sionary in their midst again it warfpleasant to see their happy faces andhear their hearty hosh gelgelzinisdinis
welcome
there were some thirty members 6the church in who had a priestto preside over them no one else hadhaabeen ordained to the priesthood Wswe

found five members who had been bap-
tized but on account of there being noelder they had not been confirmedthey had longed to receive the bles-ing of laying on of hands and rejoicedthat the ordinance could now be petpern
formed it is a remarkable fact andan evidence of how the saints are abtac-tuated by the same spirit whereverand in whatever circumstances theyare found that this little flock hadhkept faithful and had a correct concep-
tion of the gospel and this notwith-standing their isolation and their notnosbeingbeang able to read any of our publicanjea
eions or any of our church works Afew tracts have been printed in turkish and that isin all they have read difour literature they are diligent stu-dents of the bible and the spirit 41god has enlightened their minds tounderstand many of the gloriousglorloutruths it contains they had not hidden theirthedr light under a bushel but toinseason and perhaps sometimes butofout afseason they had proclaimed the princhiples of the gospel
they had not forgotten howehoweververthe best method of preaching the gos-pel namely by showing a good exam-ple A minister who wasagainst the sins of the mormonscormonsMor mons waswaaasked by the president of the brandhto point out who were guilty of Wwhathe had charged against them ilefie raplied oh I1 do not mean your mftmem-bers here for they are exemplary menmaand women but I1 refer to those toutah
the brother who presides over thbranch seems to have beenbean raised jwby the lord specially for that placeduring the trials and harhardshipdeldoathrough which the saints have 1

he has ever been staunch and true woaassunwavering in his faith and has boapan inspiration to the saints to be baftful they had full confidence in dha r

brother hintze was the first oneolie iffupreach the gospel in and fotssof the members remembered him frokthat time and many outsidersheartyh in welcoming him back tour room was crowded from mori
ing till night with people who eiteitnierfier
wanted to learn our principles or shawshous that we were wrong it was an hittrestIngte sightnight to see them sitaft turkishfashion on the carpet sometimes acmany as thirty at once with brotherhintze in ther middle they would biffvthim with queStquestionslonS and listen to 1aftanswers he gave them the armeniaAll11ne h1 1ans are very earnettearnest in their d ii
slon and when this became veryvery feat
mated to me who did not u


