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hear the reports of the different
Lranches, and to be more fuily
taught the principles of life and sal-
vation.

Duriug our two days’ conference
at this place there were seven
meetings held.  All were well at-
tended, and great was the mani-
gsmﬁon of the Bpirit and power of

ou.

resident A. T. Wright, in his
pleasiug and able manner in speak-
ing the Maori language, addressed
the congregaticn by the power of
God upon various principles of the
Gospel.  Especially did he exhort
the Saints to continue faithful, and
ever remember the covenants they
maile at the edge of the waters of
bapti=m.

Klders Nye and Jackson, also
being fluent a&peakers in this strange
language, addressed the Saints upon
different principles of the Gospel, as
revealed through the Prophet Joseph
Bmith in these the last days; and by
theirnany biblical guotations proved
that the Gospel as it was formerly
preached by Christ and His A postles
has been restored to the earth with
all its gifts, blessings and powera.

All the Iiders being alle to speal
in the language of the natives, and
their instructions being prompted by
the 8pirit of God, were greatly en-
joyel by those present.

The testimony meeting heid by
the SBaints will long be re nembered
by those who were present,so greatly
were the 8pirit and power of God
made manifest. Both male and fe.
male, old and young, bore strong
and faithful testimonies to the work
of (Ged, and fthe sweetness and
soletnuity of their songs and praises
unto the Liord are beyond my power
to describe.

Monday morning, the conference
having adjourned, most of {lhe na-
tivea left for their *‘kaingas,’ or
homes,and four of the Filders started
for Pautoro, the place of our next
conference. President Wright and
the other two Elders intended to
follow them.the next morning. but
a2 heavy rainetorm, whiech com-
meuced shortly after they left,made
it impossible. The whole country
uext morning was flooded with
water. The foundation of the house
where we were stopping was buried
in water two feet deen, and it looked
a8 though we were at sea. This will
give you somne iden of the nature of
the heavy rains in this country. In
the afterncon the storm abated, and
Wednesday morning we ieft for
Pautoro. After three long but
pleasant days’ travel we arrived
there and found the other Elders all
well.

The natives at this place had goae
to considerable labor in building
““whares,”? or houses to aceommo-
date the large number of nalives
who had aiready gathered. ‘There
wuas one “nickau whare,”” bmilt after
the ol Maori custom, size 14x75
feet. In this building we Ilders
both ate and slept with over omne
loundred natives. Instead of having
things served in the latest Eurapean
style, as we did at our Whangared
Conference, it was more after the
old Maori faghion of placing a pan of
meat and potatoes before ug, and
everyone helping himself.
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Atl0a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 28,
1889, the floor, or rather the ground,
as there was no floor in the building,
was crowded with natives, and the
seven RElders who attended the
Whangarei conference were pires-
ent and occupied a rough bench at
one end of the building.

The first conference of the Bay of
Island district was ealled to onler by
President James 8. Nye, who
greeted the assembly in the love of
Jesus Christ, and expressed his
great pleasure in seeing so many at-
tend tlie “‘hui.’” He invoked the
blessings of the Lord to rest upon
all assembiled,

President A. T. Wright addressed
the congregation in a spirited man-
ner upon the divine authenticity of
the Bouk of Mormon. He greatly
Interested the natives in proving it
to be a record of the jourueyings of
their tupunas, or foretathers, from
Jerugalein to the land of America.

The principles of the Guspel were
well handled by the Elders; also
good instructions were given to the
Haints.

During the two days’ conference
six meetiugs were held, all of which
were well attended, and the Bpirit
of God was felt in abundaiice.

The showing of the statistical re-
port was vary good, and the Baints
in general feel well, and express
themselves as desirous of continu
ing faithful.

Iiver praying for the welfare and
triumpl of Zion over her enemies.
I remain your brother in the Gospel
of Christ. 0. D. RoMNEY,

° Clerk of Conference.

TAUTORO, New Zealand, Beptem-
30th, 1889.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.

In the district court at Ogden.
October 28, Judge Henderson ren-
dered a decision in the case of Brig-
hatn Btowell et al va. J. T. Johnsoun
etal., which is of interest to all ap-
propriators of water throughoui the
Territory. As will be seen by the
statementin the decision. Stowell
sold to Ogden in 1882 the right
to put in  pipes and use
all of the waters of Waterfall
Creek and  half of BStrong’s
Creek during the winter se.son for
city uses. Those pipes were laid by
the old Counecil and from there Og
denn has derived its winter supply.
when the pipes in tlie canyon would
fieeze. A short time before the old
Council went out of office they pur-
chased a further right from Colonel
Swan who had previously bought it
of Stowell. This water emnbraced
the same quantity as that sold the
city; In fact, the same waterincluded
in the former purchase, but it was
really the use of it during the sum-
mer time, which was sold to the city
for the sum of 15,000. The Ugden
officials began to eounect the pipes
at the mouth of the eanyons for
that purpose, amd that move
caused the trouble which occurred
al that time. The other partles
who, it now appears hy the deeision,
owned eighty-six one hundred and
gixteenlhs of the water during the
irrigating season, ohjected to such a
move, which would deprive themn of

all the water exeept onehalf of .
Strong’s eanyon. The pipes were
torn out and at the time men were
kept on the grounds to guard the
spot. The deecision is ay follows:
The complaint alleges that the
plaintiffs are the owners of certain
ren_l estate, describiug it; that the
plaintiffs are the owners of the right
to use for Irriguting said land and
for supplying Ogden City with wa-
ter, all the flow of Waturfall canyon
creek and half of the How of Strong’s
ceanyon creek; that more thap tem
years before the filing of the com-

plaint the plaintifts, their pre-
decessr:m_-s In  interest and grant-
ors, jointly constructed ditch-

es, laid pipes and fumes from
the patural channels of gaidg stream
to and upon their said land, and by
means thereof diverted all the
water of Waterfal] canyon creek,
and omne half of Strong’s cauyon
creek; and that for more than ten
years last past they have openly,
peaceably,  uninterraptedly and
continually used the waters afore
Ball_i througls said pipes. The com-
plaim  further alleges that the.
def‘em{ants have interferred with
such rights. Tt prays for an injunc-
tion .restraining the detendants
from inferfering with their rights
as above set forth, and that the .
plaiutiffs be decreed to be the own-
ers of said stream afpresaid.

"I‘he answer of the Jdefendasts de-
nies that the plaintiffs, or any ot
either of them, are the owners of
the right to use, for irrigating the
lands described in the complaint, or
for supplying Ogden city with
water, or for any” purpose, all or
any part of the two sureams men-
pwlned except a seeondary right to
]lrn%at.e thirty acres of their said
and.

The answer denies in general the
allegations ot the complaint, and
claims that the defendant’s, their
predecessols in interest, appropriated
the water of gaid ereeks more than
thirty years ago, and that they are
the owners of the first or prior right
thereto.

{Theu follows a description of the
creeks and the amount of water in
eacl, how they flow from the moun-
taing and unite into one under the
name of Canfield Creek.) The de-
eree continues:

The testimony shows that as early
as 1848 settlers commenced to locate
and improve land on the lower part
of Canfickl Creek and to irrigate
their lands from this creek; and
varipus settlements were maste upon
the creck extending nlong it easterly ;
for several years, and probably.
up to 1855 and possibly some later
These  seftlers  irvigated their
lands from Canfield Creek and
the defendants ar: the suecessors in.
interest of these settlers.

The lands of the plaintif are
aituated further east and on the
north side of Waterfall canyon
creek hefore 1t forms its junction
with Strong’s eanuyon creek; and
their lands consist mainly of a level
plateau.

Prior to 1862, settlement had been
made upon thess lands, Lbut no great
improvemenis made. Some small
smount of irrigaling seems to have
been done and the water for that



