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the government here has made in! plentiful supply of wood and water;

rond building since the last Russian
war, when it learned such a sad les-
son owing to the impossibllity to
transport the necessary provisions
and other equipments for the Karm
army. The fact is, very little liead-
way has beon made. A few miles
of moderately good roads are built
from Bamson to Bivas and Gurune,
and also toward Erzroum; but. ns a
whole, the govermment s in about
the same dilemuma as before the war.
Aside fromn these state roads, the
roads gencrally are as yet practically
impassible with any conriderable lur-
den. The method of transportation
from the most impertant territories of
agriculture and fruit growing moun-
taing is by means of earavans con-
sisting of either donkevs, mules,
horses, or camels—a very bard wn).'
of serving life indeed. From Bivas
to Marasl the writer traveled in such
atrain-—perfect donkey speed, slow
and tedlous, upon which neither
force nor coaxing would create any
impression.

The reade which connect these
principal citles of the interior of
Asia Miner are no more than trails
located in the nearest possible
mountain passes. They appear to be
as0ldas the cities which they con-
nect. Very little is done towasn]
kecping them in repair, and hence
they are nearly impassible. When,
thercfore, two carmvans mect on a
dugway winding for miles around
on the topaof high mountains, wherc
the trall only admits of a single
file, our mule drivers bave a hard
time in pnssing; not only because of
the narrow road, but also becnupe
they secin to have hmbibed sotne-
what of the mule nature. No one
will move to accommodate n pas-
sagre; thus by foree of much quar-
reling n pnssage is made, ofton re-
sulting in one or more of the ani-
mals moving off the dugway, and
animal and burden going to the
bottom of the ruvine. The rond
from Gurune to Marash-—a distance
of about 110 niles—is of this de-
scription. The trail crosses a range.
of mountaine about like the Was-
atch mountains, and s the canyons
are courscd by large rivers, as a mat-
ter of course the trnil Is foreed into
the tops of the mountains in order fo
avoid great clits and precipices.
From the main trail are many minor
trails lesding ofl’ to the various
Kurd villages in whieh the
mountaing abound. These villages
are located high up in the moun
tains smong the pines and the clear
littly; ptreams of eold wuter. The
villagers seem to be content with a

for they are dragging out a most
miscmble existence—poor in the
full meaning of the word. The
farms are fertile because high up in
the mountaing. To our great sur-
prise, we find wholc sides of the
mountains cteared and laid out in
vineyards, and a very fine quality of
grapes are produced. Butthe Kurds
do not surpris¢ the world with any
improvements. They live as their
fathers have done in centuries past.
Ruins of villages with their grave-
yards are scen all along the ronds.
Comtort is out of the question; and
to Jo anything for the improvement
of their condition they think folly;
for God is the Giver, they say, and
He hag so ordalned it; therefore Lin-
provement belongs to Himand Him
only.

It is needless to state: that the
products beyond consumption are
not easily disposed of. A farmer
will lond down hig ass with a bushe!
or two of wheat, barley, or grapes,
and will epend from two to six
days, according to distance, in golng
to Marash, Albistan, or other cities
to dispose of his wares. Here his
grapes will bring from two to five
ounts  per batma (about seven
pounds). ilis wheat and barley feteh
something like Halt Lake City
pricce. Bometimes they will spend
a day in gathering two large arm-
fuls of wood—beenuse timber in
many places is scarce, then another
day tosell it in Albistan, the gain
being five cents, or three pounds of
salt. This neglect of good roads is a
fault of the governinent. The ronds
were not built according to our wny
of undemstanding justice. These
ronds being Inid out by the govern-
ment, the villages of the road
district were ordered out by
govdwill or force, as npecessity
demanded, and each man, poor and
rich alike, was forced to build fram
three to five metres of ruad. This
was well vnough for the rich, hut a
strong medicine for the poor man,
Then. ngain, the bacisheesh gnme
was employed. The road engineer
was pald to lay the road off in the
hills 80 a8 to save the farms in the
valleys, thus making traveling hard,
aud likewise hindering their own
advancement, not knowing the nd-
vantages of a good road and eansy
transportation.

No wanufacturing of nny great
importance can be fouud. Some
home-made clotha are niade, some

of them of very good guality; but|

they do notsupply the home marlet.

Much of the clieap cotton goods of |

Fugland, and even America, have

ds]

found their way into this country;
and, as a matter of fact, hring no good
to the home production. The best
articles madeare Turkish mate, which
are real gems of thefr kind, being
both neat and durable, These mats
are the guly furnjture found in most
of the houses, and are the substitutes
for our chairs and sofas, and some-
times beds. The mata are very in-
geniously made. of many colors nnd
figures, and whenbrought to foreign
countries fetch a good price; hut en-
terprise being in the background,
the trade is not considerable.

About the most extensive home
industry is the manufacture of the
“buflalo chip.”* This atticle is pre-
pured chicfly by the women. These
poor serfs are 'to be found on the
roads and commons, early and late,
gathering the fresh material for the
“chlp.”” When asufficient quantity
has been procured it is softened with
water, and sometimes mixed with o
little straw. After a thorough mix-
ing, mostly done with the feet, the
“‘chip’ is by hand formed into
rough cakes, and. so far as room can
be found, the “chip” may be scen
on the sunny side of the walls of
the houses or outhouses. systematic-
ally stuck on to dry. When dry and
ready for the fire they are put upon
the market, and in places form an
extensive portion of the commerce.

While thus taking n glance at the
world at large, with its sin and low
life, the effocts of disohedience fo
our heavenly Father, how ecan one
help saying: -*Youth of Zion, ap-
precinte your condition in life, obey
God and His servants, remember
your calling i8 to reform o fallen
world flled with all manner of
wickedness.”” Here while we travel
from one village to another, we are
subject to rebbers, and are not safe
in our houses unless the doors and
windows are secursly boited with
heavy irou. In Zion, our peaceful
mountain home, you are safe by day
ind night. with none to molest or
make afinid—the present dork clouds
notwithstanding. Let us appreciate
our ndl vantage. F. F. HiNTZE.
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ON THE RAILWAYS.

—

There was another awful wreck on
the Union Pacific Friday niorning,
Jan. 4, ncar Medicine Bow, Wyom-
ing, One fre.ght train, attempted to
pass nnother on the rame track,
with the usual result in such cases
—n collision. Details are meagre,
but frorn what ean be learned,
the engincer of the moving train
did not discover the other uuntil
qulte close. The ponderous locomo-



