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ally and permanently wrought through-
out the Ignited States without afllicting
society with clashing interests—you are
called upon by the fourth resolution to
organize, unite, and open mrresgp -
dence with us, preliminary to holdin
a National Convention to consider an
determine this impertant subject. A
just consideration for the relative irter-
ests involved, as well as a proper appre-
ciation of the subject, renders this
course necessary and proper, and re-
cquires 4 prompt and cordial response.

Wa-leef:;sured of the hearty co-oper-
ation of all who labor fora daily stipend
in joining bands with us te expel a sys-
tem so grievous, and in demanding re-
form whereby the laborer—

“sweating oyey his bread
Before he eats it—the primal eurse; -
But softened into mercy, made the pledge
Of cheerful daysand nights ng agroan,”

may enjoy the blessings of Liberty, the
blessings of Christianity, and the bless-
ings of Civilization, all of which are
now spread before his longing gaze, but
are withheld by the despoiling arm of
Avarice sustained by arbitrary usage.
Bnt, in coming to this great task, we
must not be precipitate er careless.
Calm deliberation and consideration for
all the interests involved should c¢harac-
terize our councils. Moderation, firm-
ness of purpose, and union of feeling,
will not only secure the respect and ap-
proval of our fellow-citizens who are

]

not direetly interested, but they are es- |

sential elements of success against the
machinations of Lucre’s mercenaries.

Theright of the people to abolish an
custom or law that impedes the pursuit
and enjoyment of happiness, is the cor-
ner-stone of our political system. On
this great principle rests the right to
place the question of this proposed re-
form before the people as a political
. measure, the adoption of which, we be-
lieve, will promote every element of
national prusgerity.

In doing this, we disclaim a desire
for “‘class’ legislation® We ask no ex-
emption from ourduties as citizens, nor
seek privileges above any ether elass of
society, But we do require protection
from a oppressive usage, which,in the
absence of law, is tacitly sustained and
upheld by National and State authori-
ties. We claim that State Legislatures
and City Corporations, as well as Con-
gress, are all, directly or indirectly sem-
ployers, and have the right to fix the
terms of their own centracts, and that
they should hereafter prescribe by law
that eight hours shall eonstitute a day’s
work on all public works, instead of
following the present usage, which is
better adapted to the felon of Siberia
than to the freeman of America. And
also, that the same prineiple should be
applied by them to all incorporated
companies, and to'all cases of implied
contraets for day labor., If legislators
will act up to this, it is all that will be
asked of them; but if they refuse to an-
swer the appeal;then they must give
way for others who will respond to the
voite of the people. '

The present Emspernus and]growing
condition of the country not only ad-
mits of but actually demands this re-
form for the safe balance of society: for
when we consider the wvast and in-
creasing amount of machinery in use,
the constant flowing tide of immigra-
tiom, principally of the working class,
. and the discharge of nearly 500,000 men
from the army, who are to seek employ-
ment in productive pursuits, there is
sufficient reason to apprehend that
‘‘this real wealth of society,” as Adam
sSmith terms the laloring elass;, will
become ‘‘stationary,” and wages fall to
“*what is barely enough to enable the
laborer to bring up a family, or continue
the race of laborers,” and that society
here, as in Englan&, will have'to sup-
port by public and private alms thou-
sands of the unemployed. 1Is it not the
duty of legislatures to prevent such a
condition of society? and is not the re-
torm proposed condueive to that end?
and is not every member of society in-
terested therein? Then why cry “class”
legislation, or question the powers of
the Legislature to aet?

Ina moral point of view, the subject
recommends itself to the statesman and
philanthropist. There is accumulate
evidence, ‘well put together by Mr.
George Combe, that the moral, physi-
cal and mental¢ondition of man is in-
jured by too mueh labor. And a com-
parison of the laborer’s present condi-
tion with what it was when he was
required to labor longer, fully verifies
the correctness of the prineiple. In-
creased morality, intelligence, and
longevity, with all their concomitant
benefits to society,are the indisputable
results exhibited by such comparison.

Under our present system of labor,
the workingman’'s time is so complete-
Iy absorbed that but little of his atten-
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tion can be devoted to his family. That
holy institution, the BSabbath, is the
{ only time permitted him to instruct his
children, warm their affections, and
participate in their pleesures.

Surely the
means something more than continued
toil, eating and sleeping, If so, why
boast the glories of this great republic—
its immense productive capacity, its
railroads, its schools and its churches—
symbols, all, of civilization and hu-
manity—while millions of its eitizens,
its very vitality, are restrieted to this
simple routine day after day, month
after month, year atter year, until death
relieves them and entails upon their
hapless children the same teilsome
drudgery for life! :

The gradual and continual meﬁiura-
tion of the human race is a part of the

disposer of this world’s destiny. Fvery
great event in history is but a manifes-
tation of this purpose. The Christian
era was a new dispensation, through
which man was to recover, not at once,
but by atonement and repentance, what
had been lost to him by Adam’s trans-
gression, Through it the world has
been regenerated. Chuistianity and
Civilization have superseded Paganism
and Idolatry, moderated the passions of
man toward his fellow-man, and es-
tablished his right to think, judge and
act for himeself in the pursuit of happi-
ness. Itis in obedience to this certain
law of progress and melioration that we
now move, or, rather, are moved, to
demand one more step towards happi-
ness.

Duty to country, under our beneficent
form of government—which devolves
on every citizen above twenty-one
years of age, great and peculiar responsi-
bilities—requires an intelligence incom-
patible with ten hours toil.

Can you who drudge through the heat
of summer, exhausting the physical
and depressing the mental powers,
qualify yourselves to render to that
country whoinfrusts to you her welfare
and perpetuity a fair return of intelli-
%ent judgment? No, Xﬂu ¢cannot;

here is no relish for the dry figures of
trade, the research of science, nor his-
torical chronie¢les.

That eminent philosopher, Dick, says:
“In order that the laborer may be
stimulated to the eultivation of his

mental powers, he must be furnished
with those domestic conveniences re-
quisgite for attaining that object. He
must be paid such wages as will enable
him to procure such and the means of
instruction, otherwise it is the next
thing to an insult to exhort him to pros-
ecute the path of science. The long
hours of labor and the paltry remunera-
tion which the laborer receives in many
of our spinning mills and other manu-
factories, so long as sueh domestic sla-
very and avaricious practices continue,
form an insurmountable barrier to the
general diffusion of knowledge.”” Al-
though much has been accomplished
since the above was written to improve
the condition of the laboring classes,
still there remains much to be done be-
fore they
proportion of the fruits of those im-
provements which their industry has
sugplied to the world.

Ve do not claim this time for idle-
ness. We claim tnat we require it to
look after our individual interests and
happiness. We do not wish for luxury
and indelence; but we are ambitious to
turn our time and talents to greater ae-
count in the productive industry, in the

tem of the country of which we are
citizens; in a word, our aim is to make

and better Christians.

Then why defer so just a eause as that
now presented for consideration? Is it
easier or better to bear than to change
this evil? Barely it is not. Under
present circumstances, you have the
power to accomplish this great purpose,
even against the most inveterate oppo-
sition,

But why anticipate opposition? True,
human prejudice and attachment to es-
tablished forms are such, thatin review-
ing the history of the past, and observ-
ing through what seas of blood and bit+
ter durance most of the great reforms
(the fruits of which now bless mankind)
have had to pass before they were es-
tablished, we may well anticipate that
ours will not aflord an exception; but
more recent eventsindicate a relaxation
of this propensity to blindly adhere to
old forms. Reason now has bettersway
—the general mind is more accessible,
and reform more easy of establishment.

And now, is it not as much to the in-
terest of the employer as to that of the
employee that this proposed system
should become the rule? ];LI‘& not every
advance of eivilization, in throwing
down the fulse distinetions which divi-

“pursuit of hapiness’ |

gracious purpose of the Omnipotent
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ded society into castes, which made and
reeognized plebeians and patrieians,

HURRAH! HURRAH!!
which made employments hereditary, |
and which confined knowledge to the 5
aristoeracy and church—has mot every

&tept ﬂff this prggreiﬂ ingrfgaed thﬂl

Wants of men and enhance it

t 3 A IN OGDEN CITY,
HAS just got off a snag, and is sailing again

invested in their supply? Then whose

interest is it to oppose this reform? His

alone whose blind coveteousness craves| .y agood assortment of Medicines, Drags,
Dry Goods and Groceries, Dye Stuffy,

and a Variety of Notions, suitable to

the last “‘pound of flesh!”
FeELrLow-CiTizENS:—Now is the time
the wants of the people, which
are eoffered at Low Prices.

to acquire for yourselves and transmit
to your children the greatest of bless-|
ings. But a little delay, and you may
lose what you now possess, and be de-| & Wheat, Corn, Oats, Barley, Eggs and But-
graded to the mest abject dependence. |ter taken in payment. Cash ndt refused.

& L | " b | x
Unite, then, at once, in a National Con P.S.—1 will give 6 cents per1b. for clean Cotton

vention, and claim the-Tight to ExJOY
the fruits of your own labors. .
N. B. All persons knowing themselves in-

'C. B. HOUGH,
DANIEL DAVIS,
H. MCINTIRE,

J. A. LANDVOIGT,

JOHN L. HAYGHE,

J. R. WALTEMEYER,

J. C. C. WHALEY,
Committee.

N. B.—Address all communications
to “JosEPH R. WALTEMEYER, south-
west corner of G. and Eleventh sts.,
Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.”

debted will confer a great favor by coming and
settling immediately

WILLIAM PIDCOCK.
14sw-Twif}

OCTAVE MELODEON.

HO Wants to Buy a First-class Five Octave
; ‘ MELODEON, with INSTRUCTORS?

I have one for sale, CHEAP for cash.
swal=3t A. BEST.

WALKER BRO'S.

STAND ON MAIN STREET.

4k

.
AT THE OLD

We desire to call the attention of the people to our

EXCRLLENT STOCR OF GOODS

T\
1M

Now on hand, and continually arriving from California. These
desiring

NEW GOODS,

can obtain and enjoy a fair:

social relaiion, and in the political sys- |

ourselves better friends, better citiZzens, .

LOW" FIGURES.

Cannot do better than call.

J

Our AsSORTMENT and PRIexs

cannot be surpassed.

ot () s

INDULBMENT FOR

Christmas and New Year!

— ) —

GREVAT

We eall especial attention to our New Aszortment of

DOMESTIC DRY GOODSY

Butter, Eggs, Flour, Whéa.t, and other Produce

Wanted.

21sw6-11w3§

WALKER BRO’'S,

FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR!

IMMENSE EXCITEMENT! -

Grreat Bargalilns
AT \THE

AUCTION HOUSE

Sign of RED, WHITE and BLUE.
1o

9

_ ARRIVAL OF NEW GOODS!! .
Those desiring Bargains should call Immediately. We are

Selling, at Pusric Avcrion, FOUR TIMES A WEEK, and all
Classes of Goops, at Private Sale, equally as Cheap!

Don’t Forget the AUCTION HOUSE!

Gorner of Main and Second South, Temple Street,—Sign of Red,

JOFIN CUNNINGTON
W. J. CROSEBY,

2MNaewb-11wat

lte and Blne.

2 } Awnctioneers.




