Gorrespondence,

BETWEEN

REV. DR. NEWDMAN

Pastor of the Metropolitan Methodist Church,

Washington, D. C,,
AND

President BRIGHAM YOUNG.

SALT LAKE CI1TY, Aug. 8, 1870,
To PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG,
Sir:—Your last note, delivered to me

on Sunday morning, and to whieh, of

course, I would not on that day reply,
does not at all surprise me.

It will be, however, impossible for
you to conceal from the public the
truth, that with the full knowledge of
my being present in your city for the
purpose of debating with you or your
representative the question eof Poly-
gamy, you declined to enter ipto any
arrangements for such a discussion; and
after this fact was ascertained, I felt at
liberty to comply with a subsrquent re-
quest from other parties, which had
been fully arranged before the reception
of your note of invitation to preach in
your Tabernacles.

I must frankly say that I regard your
professed courtesy, extended under the
circumstances, as it was, a mere device
to cover, if possible, your unwillingness
to have a fair discussion of the matter
inlL question in the hearing of your peo-
ple.

Your comments upon ‘‘disclaiming
and declining the discussion’’ are sim-
ply a reiteration of the disclaimer;
while, in regard to your notice of my
construction of the article in the Zele-
graph of May last, I have only to leave
the representations you have seen fit
to make to the judgment of a candid

ublic sure to discover whoitis that has

n resorting to ‘‘subterfuge’’ in tnis
affair. Your intimation that Elder
Bloan, Prof. Pratt, or handreds of other
Mormon elders, would be willing to dis-
cuss the,question of Polygamy with
me from a Bibie standpoint, and your
impertinent suggestion that I tarry
here as s missionary for that purpose, I
am compelled to regard as cheap and
safe attempts to avoi@ the appearance
of shrinking from such discussion by
seeming to inviteit afterit had, by your
own action, been readered impossible,
As to the elders you speak of, including
yourself, being ready to meet me in
public debate, I have to say that I came
here with that understanding and ex-
pectation, but it was rudely dispelled,
on being definitely tested. Were it pos-
sible to reduce these vague puggestions
of yours to something like a distinct
-pmgmitinn for a debate, there is still
ﬁ,t ing in your action, so far, to assure

e of your sincerity, but, on the con-
trary, everything to cause me to d s-
trust it.

I have one more point of remark.
You have inshuated that my motive is
a thirst for ‘“notoriety.” 1 can assure
Yyou thatif I had been animated by such
a motive you give me small credit for
good sense by supposing that I would
employ such means. Neither you, nor
the system of which you are the head,
coula afford me any *‘notoriety’ to be
desired.
~ But, to show how far 1 have been
governed by merely personal aspira-
tions, let the simple history of the case
be recalled. :

You send your Delegate to Gongress
whe, in the House of Representatives
andinsightand hearingofthewhole Na-
tion, throws down the gauntlet upon the

suvject of Polygamy as treated in the

Bible. Being Chaplain of the American
Senate, and having been consulted by

several public men, I deemed it my duty |

to preach upon the subject. The dis-
cours= was publisbhed in the New York
Herald, aud on this reaching your eity
“one of your Elders published an article
which is generally construed as a chal-
denge to me to debate the question with
you, or'some one whom you should ap-
poiut, here in your Tabernacle. Acting
apon this presumption, I visit your
city, taking the earliest opportunity to
iiform you, as the head of the Mormon
Church, of my purpose and suggesting
the step= usual in such cuases. You then
reply, ignoring the whole subject, but
without a hint of yeur ‘*pleasure’’ about
my preaching 1a the Tabernacie,
Subsequently = other arrangements
were made which precluded my accept-
ing sapy invitation to speak in your
places of worship. The day passed
away, and after sunset I received your
note of invitation, my reply to which
will answer for itself. And this you in-
timate is an attempt on my part to ob-
tain ab “‘unenviable notoriety."”
8ir,I have done with you—make what
representation of the matter you think
proper, you will not succeed in mislead-
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| ing the discriminating people either of
| this Territory orof the eountry general-
li by any amount of verbiage you may |
choose to employ.
Respectfully, &e.,
J. P. NEWMAN,

.

[The communication referred to in
the letter below was addressed to Dr.
Newman by five persons, who asked
him whether it was a facti that he was
unwilling to debate the question of
polygamy now and here, as that was
the impression, they say, the DESERET
EvENING NEwS and Salt Liake Herald

conveyed. ]
SALT LAKE CIry, Aug. 9, 1870,
To MR. BRIGHAM YOUNG: .

Sirs—In view of the enclosed com-
munications, received from several eiti- |
zens of this place, asking whether I am
ready now and /iere to debate the ques- i
tion “*Does the Bible sanction Polyga- |
my?"” with you, as the Chief of the
Church of Latter-day Saints, and in
view of the defiant toue of your Church
journals of last eveniog aund this morn-
ing; and in view of the fact that I have
been here now four days waiting o
have you inform me of your willingness
to meet me in public discussion on the
above question, but having received no
such intimation up to this time of writ-
ing, therefore, I do now and here chal-
lenge you to meet me in personal and
public debate, on the aforesaid ques-
tion. I respectfully s:ggest that you
appoint two gentlemen to meet Rev.
Dr. Sunderland and Dr. J. P. Taggart,
who represent me, to make all necessa-
ry arrangements for the discussion,

Be kind enough to favor me with an
immediate reply.

Respectiully,

J. P. NEWMAN.
Rezidence of Rev. Mr. Pierce.

SALT LAKE Oy, ‘U T.
August 9th, 1870,
REvV, DR, J. P. NEWMAN:

Sir:—Your communication of to-day’s
date, with accompanying enclosure,
was bhanded to me a few moments
since by Mr. Black.

In reply, I will say that I accept the

challenge to debate the question **Does
the Bible sanction Polygamy?’ Pro-
fessor Orson Pratt or Hon. John Taylor
acting as my representative, and in
my stead in the discussion, I will
furnish the place of holding the meet-
ings, and appoint two gentlemen to
meet Messrs. Sunderland and Taggart,
to whom you refer as your representa-
tives, to make the necessary arrange-
ments,

I wish the discussion to be conducted
in a mild, peaceable, quiet spirit, that
the people may receive light and intel-
ligence and all be benefitted; and then
let- the congregation decide for them-
selves,

Respectfully,
BRIGHAM YOUNG.

Ciry, Aug. 9th, 1870, |

REV. DR. J. P. NEWMAN:

Sir:—1 have appointed Messrs. A.
Carrington and Jos. W. Young to meet |
with Messrs. Sunderland and Taggart,
tti:n arrange preliminaries for the discus-
sion.

Respectfally,
BRIGCHAM YOUNG.

SALT LAKE CIiTY, Aug. 9, 1870
To MR. BRIGHAM YOUNG:

Sir:—I challenged you to a discussion
and not Orson Pratt or John Taylor, |
You have declined to debate personall
with me. Let the publiedistinetly un-
derstand this fact, whatever may have
been your reasous for so declining.
Here I think I might reasonably rest
the case, However, if Orson Pratt is |
prepared to take the affirmative of the
question, “"Does the Bible sanction Po-
lygamy?”’ 1 am prepared to take the
negative, and Messrs. Sunderland and
Taggart will meet Messrs, Carrington
snd Young to-night at8 o’clock at the
office of Mr. Taggart to make the neces-
SAry arrangements, {

Respectfully, &e.,
J. P. NEWMIAN.

=,
SAvt LAKE City, U. T,
August 10th, 1870.
REV. DR, J. P. NEWMAN:

Sir.—I am informed by Messrs, Car-
|rington and Youpng that at their meet-
ing last evening with Drs. Sunderland
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and Taggart they were unable to come
to a decision with regard to the wording
of the subject of debate.

Bearing in mind the following facts:
Firstly, That you are the challenging

arty. BSecondly, That in a sermon de-
ivered by you ia the city of Washing-
wn, before President Grant and bhis
Cabinet, Members of Congress and
many other prominent gentlemen, you
assumed to prove that *'God’s law con-
demns the union in marriage of more
than two persons,’”’ it certainly s=eems
strange thatyour representatives should
persistently refuse to have any other
question discussed than the one, “Does
the Bibt,l: aallmtioﬁ ulyg:&y?” i'If; a

ears e representatives o v
grntt that if Dr. Newman could under-

take to prove im Washington that

| “God’s Jaw condemns the union in

marriage of more than two persons,”’he
ought not to refuse to make the same
affirmation in Sall Lake City. Mr.
Pratt, I discover, entertains the same
opivion, but rather than permit the
discussion to fall, he will not press for
your original proposition, but will ac-
cept the question as you now state if,
““Does the Bible sanction Polygamy?”’
I sinecerely trust that none of the gen-
tlemen forming the committee will en-
cumber the discussion with unnecessary
regulations, which wilt be irksome to
both parties and nuoproductive of good,
and that no obstacles will be thrown in
the way of havinga free and fair dis-
cussion,
Respectfully,
BRIGHAM YOUNG.

——t—e
By the courtesy of President George
A. Smith, we are enabled to lay before
our readeis the following interesting
letter from Australia:
SIiDNEY, N.B.W., 26th June, ’70.

To PrEsT. GEO. A. BMITH:
Dear Brother:—1 write by

the direc-

tion of our dearly beloved father in [s-|P

rael, Elder Robert Beauchamp, to tell
you that be is confined to his bed with
very severe illness, or nervous prostra-
tian, which I think is measurably the
resuit of the hardships he has endured
while on this mission. Br. Beauchamp
arrived here in December Jast, via Mel-
bourne, and on the 2d ¢f Jan., in this
year, organized a brapnch of ten mem-

bers, which bas since increased to six-

teen, not counting children. Br. Beau
champ was sorely tried in forming this
little branch, contending with vile apos-
tacy, for he found several Elders (or per-
sons who claimed to be such) here, who
professed the faith, butdid not manifest
the same in their works, Br. Beau-
champ called them to give an account
of their stewardship, and a wretched
account it was. INo meetings had been
held for some eight years, and numbers
of books and thousands of O. Pratt’s
tracts shut up in boxes all that time,
Well, all that repented were rebaptized
and some were cut off for disobedience
of counsel, though Br. B. declared that
none, or no branch, should be cut oft
while a single green spot remained.
Having set things in order in Sidney,
on the 3d day of March, Elder Beau-
champ left Sydney for New Zealand,
going via Melbourne, and on the 18th
of June, he again arrived in Sydney,
having organized a branch at a place
Karori, near Wellington, con-
sisting of some forty members, chiefly
whole families. Br. Beauchamp left
these in the care of Br. H. Allington, of
the above address, A few days after
his arrival in Sydney, he received let-
ters to the effect that several more had
been added tothe branch at Karori since
his departure. While in New Zealand,
Elder Beanchamp got roughly handled,
being pelted with wvarious missiles of a
most vulgar character, and otherwise
abused. Talk of philanthropy! the
effortes of Gentiles are thrown ia the

¥ |shade Dbeside such magnanimous
efforts as these for the salvation
of the human race! What hero-

ism can be compared to this? Com-
ing without purse or seript, and while
crossing the Pacific, sleeping among
ropes, and then, single handed, declar-
ing doctrines the most unpopular in the
land! Bravely has Brother B, endured
this tribulation! When he went to
Karori, the only ministration they
had there was the visit of a Church of
England Clergyman once a week,grind-
ing over the old, oid tunes.

After Brother B, had baptized eight
or nine persons, nearly E‘?EI‘{ room that
could be obtained was nightly oceupied
by various preachers, The place seemed
alive with them. The parson aforesaid,
Mr. Toomuth, by name, challenged
Bro, B. to a publie discussion, which
was accepted, and resulted in the bap-
tism of three persons, who attended.
The parson abused Bro. B. on the sub-
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ject of polygamy, and Bro. B. asked
him if ever be expected to sit down
with Abraham, Isaaz and Jacob in the
kingdom of our Father; for the Parson
had called Jacob a ‘‘besotted old beast,”’
and the wives of polygamists ‘“female
she-beasts,”” This for an educated man,
college bred, you may guess how he lost
his temper.

Bat to return, Bro. Beauchamp is
really very ill in bed; he has had the
erdinance forthe healing of the sick ad-
ministered to him several times durin
the week, and he has faith that he wil
recover. The field is very large, and
Bro. B. has traveled a good deal, some-
times very uncomfortably. He desires
me to ask you to commuunicate with
Mrs. Beauchamp, his wife, aod tell her
I;hatlhe was too sick to write to ber this
mail.

The Saints of this mission desire to
convey (o you their unbounded admir-
ation of their sisters in Utah, or Zion,
upon reading their speeches at the va-
rious indignation meetings lately held
there. The Siiuts here 2re very anx-
ious o come to Zion with sorgs, and
share in her bieseings and tribulalions,

“With her to stand and ﬂ;at or f‘lae, |

As the command of God sh 1l be?

We hope to be numbered among the
thousands John saw, the multitude out
of every kindom, or kindred, nation,
tongue and people, who had come up
out of great tribulation. The Latter-day
Saints are the only people that have
ever been gathered ss above,

I am, and pray that I ever shall be,

Your brother in the gospel,

ALBERT W. ASPINALL,
Teacher in the Sydney Branch of
the Church of Jesus Christ of
Laftter-day Saints.

e

THE Alta California says the main hops
of the farmers of Califorpia is to escape
from the necessity of producing wheat ior
exportation, and to substitute for it other
roducts which command a higher and
steadier price, have less competition, re-
qu.re less labor in proportion to price, and
are more regular in their yield. It takes
pride in the fact that California has within
a few years, risen to be one of the great
wheat-exporting countries of the world;
but it would have much more cause for
pride if they had manufacturers to conspme
all their wheat, and could export dried
fruit, wines and similar articles to the value
of $10,000,000 annually, instead of cereals.
It thinks wheat must certainly give up its
supremacy as an export, but there is doubt
as yet as to the article that is to supersede
it first, It is confident that within half a
century their wine, silk, and orchard pro-
ducts will each take a greater place in
their export lists, than their wheat, but the
time may be much nearer at hand. Ifas-
sured of a good profit on wine, it believes
that California could send 8,000,000 gallons
of wine to New York in 1871. Cashmere
wool and combing wool, olive oil,almonds,
raisins] dried figs and other fruits all prom-
ise well, and , it thinks, contribute to
supply exports, which will be worth from
five to ten times as mucgjl:er gound as the
e the

freight to Liverpool, w ir wheat is
usually not worth twice as much,
- -

OxNE of the most severe criticisms of a book
that we have lately seen is one that appears

| in The Citizen and Round Table, on a book

called ‘“‘Life in Utah,” which an ambitious
penny-a-liner has lately issued. The critic
thusdescribes it:

““This is 2 ‘subscription book,’ and like
most subscription boolsk it has a title so
long as to be equivalent to a table of con-
tents—a title that, we need hardly say, we
bhave greatly abridged. It has also many
of the usual features of books published by
mysterious publishing companies, and in-
tended to be sold to subscribers only. The
cover is gaudy and tasteless, the paper is
thin, coarse and gray, and the type large
and sprawling. The illustrations are, of
course, ludicrous—it being well establis'hed
that the peoll:;le who buy sabseription books
have a mad infatuation for execrable wood-
cuts. It might be urged with perfect truth
that so many books have already been
written on the subject of the Mormons,
that no one can now tell us anything new
about them. Still the fact remains that
this book does distinetly inform us that
Joseph Smith founded the Mormon Church,
that Briﬁham Young is now its visible
head, and that the Saints practice “Polygn—
my, is quite unprecedented, @ can,
therefore, confidently recommend “Life in
Utah” as a work nearly as interesting as
the Reports sokindly issued by the philan-
#hropic managers of the Patent Office.”’

| By

The development of the Illinois coal
fields is claimed to be due to a farmer
near Springfield, who thought that
such a country could not be destined by
Providence to be without fmel. ‘‘The
wood is nearly gone,’”’ said he to him-
self; ‘‘ergo there must be coal,’”” in this
almost whimsical faith he sunk a shaft
160 feet, and then struck a vein of ex-
cellent bituminous coal, of which he is
now mining to the amount of $2 700
per week,




