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THE NEW CANAL—PROVISION
FOR NAVIGATION AND IN-
CREASED IRRIGATION.
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It used to be customary in some parts
of the world, to which we have paid
casual visits at one time, and most
probably is the custom still, when any
work of public importance was under-
taken, to inaugurate it with a dinner on
an extensive secale, at which an extra-
ordinary amount of rather flatulent
eloquence was expended, amid the
popping of champagne corks and the
applause of the sage body assembled to
worship at the shrine of culinary skill.
From the laying of the foungdation stone
of a new school-house to the breaking
~ground for a railroad the custom was
observed with religious fervency, till
the two became inseperably united.

We do things a little differently in
our mountain home. Within the last
few days the practical initiatory steps
have been taken in a work of vast im-
portance tothe inhabitants of this valley
in particular and the whele Territory
generally, a work, too, of great magni-
tude, considering our resources and
population, and—everybody took their
dinner, as usual. on the oeccasion.,

Over seventeen years of experience
has taught us that, though the soil we
live on is ungenial and forbidding-look-
ing, in many places, yet it will reward
the industry and toil of the cultivator
with an abundanee of the products of
the earth.
land lie unbroken, the cultivation of
which has been'impracticable up to the
present, from lack of water with which
to irrigate.
to supply mueh of the wantflow through
various parts of the Territory, and
canals have been ent contiguous to
several of the settlements to carry their
waters unto land otherwise compara-.
tively destitute of moisture.

small,
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But considerable tracts of |

Streams sufficiently large |
thirty-two

These |
canals have been thus far measurably |
proportionate to the abilities of l

the settlements and their immediate re- |

quirements.

In this county, the nem!cslty for an . | Mill Creek.
been ®0 watel ‘in the eanal, there will bhe saffi-

increased water-supply has

been proceeded with by that means.
Still, thus far, that is only an experi-
ment, though a most important one; for
if water can be thus qbtainea at any-
thing like a moderate cost, we may
have, ere many years, an abundance of
such wells throughout the Territory,
sending forth their streams to fertilize
the soil. |

In view of the fact, that still further
measures of this nature, would have to
be adnpt.e& to meet our rapidly increas-
ing wants, a mass meeting was held a
few weeks ago in the Tabernacle in this
city, minutes of which were published
in our columns at the time, and resolu-
tions were passed to cut another canal,
of a magnitude far exceeding anything
of the kind ever undertaken in the
Territory before, for the two-fold pur-
pose of irrigation and navigation.,

Its importance for this latter purpose
is much greater than would be imagined
at a casual glance. Very comprehen-
sive and elaborate statisties, carefully
prepared by Hon. Joseph A. Young,
and published in tabular form in the
minutes of the mass meeting, convey
much information on this and l;indred
subjects conneeted with the proposed
canal; and the Trustee-in-Trust, in view
of its utility for navigation purposes
alone, offered fifty thousand dollars to-
wards its construction for the privilege
of carrying granite on it to be used in
building the Temple. The benefits that
will acerue to irrigators on the east side
of the valley and in the city, from the
water thus broughtto them, it would

| be exceedingly difficult to estimate, but

the surplus proceeds realized from in-
ereased crops through aplenteoussupply
of water, will in a very short time cover
the entire ontlay in its counstruction,
large though that amount will necessa-
rir:, be.

Starting near the bﬂundarles of Utah
and Salt Lake cmmt:es, not far from
the old ‘“fish-trap,” it will wind its
way along the eastern side of the

'\ valley, watering the land on its ecurse,

including a very considerable tract yet
unbroken, and reaching a terminus in
the eity, a short distance south and
west of where the artesian well is being
sunk; its entir: length being over
miles. From ‘the point
where it is taken out of the bed of
Jordan to the Sugar House Ward, there
will be a fall of twenty inches to the
mile; from thence to its terminus in the
city 1t will be on a level. The descent,
for the first named distanee will feces-
sitate the construetion of sfome sgix
locks, two of whieh will be construeted
| near Mr, Wm. Caspar’s place, south of
With about four feet of

apparent, for some time, that the unly | cient fall for irrigation purposes, in the

question involved was,
source could it be most effectively and
surely obtained. Various plans were
proposed and discussed, resulting in the
commencement of acanal on the west

from what | most level par'{ by tapping it at the

hattom.
The holding of water. in reserve for
times of drouth and consequent gearcity,

| is a most important item in every place

side of Jordan, to gake out a portion of | that is compelled to resort to irrigation,

the waters of that river wi

which o | 80 that the surplus waters of one season
irrigate a luge tract of land on the |may be preserved Jor another.
western side of this valley, and the | Egypt,

In
s0 entirely dependant on the

sinking of an artesian well on the north- annual inundation of the Nile for water

east side of the eity, as an’ experiment,

to fertilize and meoisten the =0il, several

“to see if water could be obtained by that | lﬂrge reservoirs have been dug to thus

menns.

Shares in both projects have | ‘hold a portion of the water in reserve

. been taken up freely, and the laber on ' the most prominent of which is t.he

them is progressing.
The canal on the west side of the

| ' Mahmoodeeyah canal,

whieh connects
- Alexandria with the Rosetta branch of

Jordan is expected fo be rendv for | the Nile, a reservoir nearly fifty miles
garrying its water unto the landitis long ﬂnd a hundred feet wide. This
designed to irrigate, by April next, canal is on the site of an ancient artifi-
which will not only secure sufﬂemnt cial lake, called Lake Mcris, constructed
water for land which has been under | by one of the old Pharaohs for the same
cultivation, but will supply a large purpose.

tract as vet uncultivated. The directors

We are not compelled to resort to any

of the artesian well company have pro- | such expensive and laborious under-
soented their work with assiduity. A  taking to obtain this desideratum, for
shaft, 165 feet deep,r has been dung, in a we have an immense natural reservoir,
thick stratum of layers of sand and in Utah Lake, fed by several streams,

gravel. This shaft is securely cased,

the principal of which is the Provo,.

the hr;rmg apparatus has been called and with only one outlet, the Jordan,
jnto requisition, and the sinking ‘has which is thus the channel by which

y—

v
the canal will be fed; provision being

made, by dredging, to prevent the
waters of the lake rising so as to injure
the land on its borders,

The fact of the waters of Utah lake
having risen 'seven feet, during the
floods of 1862, and, with all the drain
through the bed of the Jordan since,
having only fallen about three feet and
a half, gives a certainty of a continual
and plentiful supply of water, when
added to the fact of its ordinary volume
being "kept up by the streams running
into it. Again, the water of the lake,

soil it passes over, consequently, il;jnrill
be more than usually fertilizing to the
land irrigated with it. This sediment

is deposited in sufficient quantities to

render the bed of the canal in a short
time impervious to percolation, and
thus removes every fear of a continual
waste of water, in consequence of the
porous character of some of the soil
through which it will pass.

This work, then, which may be truly
called a great one, is now going on,
about four miles having been already
let out, and the digging commenced.
The spirit manifested by the citizens at
the mass meeting, and the energy dis-
played by Bishops Sharp, Sheets,
Gardener and Brinton, and J. W. Fox,
Esq., to whom the letting out to con-

tractors has been entrusted, raise very

sanguine expectations that it will not be
long before the residue of the Jordan

will be carried out of its former bed, 1

bear on its bosom northward some uf
the cereal and mineral wealth of more
southern parts of the Territory, and
pour its richness in gentle streams on
the thirsty soil lying beneath it in its
course,
for the enterprise, and in a work of such
moment cannot surely be withheld, It
will carry wealth to the people, spread-
ing it over every lot and farm that re-
ceives its waters.

Works of this character are indicative
of true progress, and manifest a lauda-
ble desire on the part of the citizens to
bring within their reach every availa-
ble accessory to wealth, importance and
power. We would rather hear of, and
see, one canal being dug, to irrigate our
lands, and be available for transporta-
tion purposes, than know of -ten gold
mines being discovered or ten thousand
new stores opened.
the entire community, thé latter
enrich the owners. |

The assessment of a hundred dollars
to each lot, for making the canal, is
nothing compared with the benefits
flowing from it; as suflicient water for
one season, would, on thélarger portion
of the lots, bring doublée and in some
instances more than treble that amount
over the amount reulmed in urdmary
seasoim,

To the enterprise we wish all success,
and bid it Gud-%peed +

#F HO‘\IE ITEMS.
PABBATH MEETING: .i.t the meeting in the

Tabernacle on F:‘.umh-:, forenoon, Elder Loronzo
Snow preached on hamility 'aud chedience, il-
lastriating his discourse by a review of the
preaching of Jous. . to the people of Nineveh,
After the adnunistering of the sacrament in
the alternoon, Elder ceorge . Cannon and
Bishop Woolley addressed the congregation,
each expressing the necessity for gratitude on
the -part of {he Saints, for the continuous out-

only

pc-urin; of Ll hlessings of the Almighty.
In the eveuing several of the Wards in the
city, as we!l as a number of eountry branelies,

were visgited and predached to by the Quorum of
the Twelve,

A speclal general couneil of the Presidents of
the Seventies was also held in the eyvening, at
the Seventics’ Counecil Hall, for the transaction
of hnsiness pertaining tothe Quorams, at whieh
President Brighiun Young was present, and doe-
livered a H.-;lr-éuu:lhii! and instruetive discourse
on the duties of the various organizations of the
priesthood. . "

PROFESSOR L, J THJIAH Band ‘serenaded the
First Presiccney, and other prominent eitizens
on Monday. We noticed a marked improve-
m nt in the performances of this Band, which
we alounted for on the ground-that the whole
of the members of these excellent performers
were out.

ing.
leave a heavy alluvial sediment on the |
"‘Thnruday were almost entirely occupied by the

Legislative sanction is sought

The former bless.

Tane HoLipAys in fhis eity were character-
ized by general and unalloyed enjoyment—dan-
ces, theatres, social parties, musie, rest, recrea-
tion, gifts and kindly greetings and appropriate
wishes—without a jar to disturb the happiness
so prevalent and so guiet. The NEWS congratu-
lates all upon the commendable manner in
which the festive occasion was observed, and
cordially wishes all lovers of “Truth and Liber-
Ly as many like enjoyments of “Merry Christ-
mas” and “Happy New Year" as Supreme
wisdom may vouchsafe to their faith and good

works.

"BoURNE & NEEDHAM inform the public they
are ready to receive orders for purchasing in
Eastern markets, and will also attend to freight-
See their advertisement on last page.

PROBATE COURT.—Tuesday, Wednesday and

Courf hearing the confessions and somewhat
remarkable disclosures of Heath, Danzanser
and Rhodes. It will doubtless be remembered
that Heath pleaded “innocent” of all the alle-
gations brought against him on the preliminary
examination, but he has since changed his
“tactics” and divulged strange’ things abount his
supposed friends, but of eourse they need con-
| firmation,

_ Saturday afternoon, the Court passed sentence
upon Griffin, whe had previously pleaded gulity,
with the exception of eertain explanations to
the technieal expressions used in the two in-
dietments found against him. On the first in-
dietment he was fined $300 and costs of prosecu-
tion, and on the second was sentenced to three
years at hard labor in the penitentiary.

A venire. was ordered to issue for eighteen
lawful men to act as traverse jurors, in the case
of the people’ vs. Buteher, whese trials, on two
more indictments, were set for Tuesday and
Thursday.

The acting Prosecuting Attorney applied for a
venire for a special Grand Jury, which the
Court decided to hold under advisement, s

THEATRICAL.—*Belphegor” dragged consider-
ably in some secenes ons» Wednesday night, and
an opinion was entertained, by some who had
never seen the play, thatit did not **ill the bill;”
but every such expression was voted a mistake
on Baturday night, The whole piece on that
evening went swimmingly, and was a decided
suceess, Mr. Pauncefort’s Belphegor is a fine
and artistle pieceé of aeting, As the joyous,
light-hearted and jubilant Mountebank he was

| particularly bappy: while the outragéd husband
| and tather exeited sympathetic feelings in the

audience, and elicited muech well deserved ap-
plause, Mr, McKenzie played with his usual
care and effect, making the most of a character
that hras but little in it. Mr. Margetts was at
home, a8 Ajax, and looked the Merry-Andrew
to the life, St. Cyr was well rendered hv Mr.
Simmons; 8o was Montronlade by Mr, Bowring,
Mr, Lindsay is always reliable; he looked the
proud old Duke, and played with force. Messrs,
Dunbar and Maiben created considerable fun,
and gave point and character to their parts.
The Ladies earned apprgbation.  Mrs, Gibson's
Madeleine was good, especidlly in the last
scenes: she is most impressive in the pathetic,
Miss Alexander played with dash and spirit;
Mra. ‘A.'Clawson’s Henri was an artless and
happy effort; Mrs. Bowring played with care,
‘and gave effect to a meagre character. The ap-
pointments,~costumes, and mise en scéne weare
excellent and effective, and the Orchestra won
golden opiions,

Safurday night's performance was unquestion-
ably a trinmph,

The admirvers of Bhakspeare and lovers of zood
music will have a treat in Macheth, produced
for the first {ime here, to night, with Locke’s
original musiec and chornses,  The play is gen-
erally esteemaod Shakspeare's master-piece, as it
was alag, about the last of his produetions,

LEGISLATIVE PROCEREDINGS.—The Assembly
met at 1 p.m. on yesterday, and commenced
business in real good earnest, The respective
L gommittees seemed fully prepared to report
bick the great bulk of the business committed
to their charge before the adjournment for the
holidays, and the feeling now seems to be to
L take hold and do whatever may coihe legiti-
mately before them with dispateh.
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FOREIGN NEWS.

GREAT BRITAIN.

Yesterday morning Muller was hung
in front of Newgate.” He died before
such a concourse as we hope may never
be again assembled either for the spec-
tacle which they had in view or for the
gratification of sueh lawless ruffianism
as vesterday found its scope around the
gallows. While he stood firm on the
seaffold as the hangman turned the last
bolts beneath his feet, Muller with his
last words owned his guilt.—[ London
Times, Nov. 15.

A WaALKING RACE, distance four
miles, between James Miles, of Liver-
pool, and Henry Barnard, of London,
came off on the Brompton grounds,
Oct. 31, Miles walked the four miles,
‘fair heel and toe,” in 29 minutes and

one second, and was only a few paces
ahead of Barnard. This is claimed to
| be the fastest walking on record.




