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THE DESERET WEEKLY
I1 THE CHILEAN QUESTION

washington jan 25

to chelie senate and house of depre
1 genta tives

in my annual message delivered to
congress at the beginning of the pres-
ent sessionamion after a brief statement of
thetee factsfacto then in possession of this gov-
ernment touching the assaults in the
streets of valparaiso chile upon the
sailors of the united states steamship

6 balajbaltimoremore on the evening of the
ath of october last 1I said

this government is now awaiting
the result of the investigation which
isin now being conducted by the crim-
inal court at valparaiso it tois report
ed unofficially that the investigation
lais about completed and it is expected
that the result will soon be communi-
cated to this government together
with some adequate and sattasatisfactoryfactory
responseuse to the note by which the
attentiontion of chile was called to this
incident if thewthese just expectations
goold be disappointed or further

seedless delay intervene I1 will by
special message bring this matter
mainagain to the attention of congress for
suchboch action as waymay be necessary

tnin my opinion the time has now
comecom whenewhen I1 should lay before con
grossgrew and the country the correspond-
ence between this government and
the government of chile from the
timistime of the breaking out of the revolu-
tion against balmaceda together with
all other facts in possession of the exe-
cutive departdepartmentmev t delatinrelatingg to this mat
torter the diplomatic correspondence is
herewith transmitted together with
some correspondence between the
naval officers for a time in command
in chilean waters and the secretary of
the navy and also the evidence taken
amareat mare island navy yard since the
arrival of the baltimore 1 at sanpan
francisco

NO FULL ANALYSIS

I1 do not deem it necessary in this
communication to attempt any full
analysis of the correspondence or of
thetho evidence A brief statementrestatementre of
the international questions involved
and the reasons why the responses of
the chilean government are unsatis-
factory tois all I1 deem necessary

it may be well at the outset to say
that whatever may have been said in
this country or chile in criticism of
ewegan our minister at santiago the
truesttrue storygry ef this dkexcitingeiting period in
chilean affairs from the outbreak of
the revolution until this time dis-
closes no action ouon the part of egan
unworthy of hisbis position or that could
justly be the occasion of serious ani-
madversionmad version or criticism he has I1
think on the whole borne himself in
very trying circum sta cosces with dig-
nity discretion and courage and abil-
ity courtesy and fairness

it is worth while also at the begin-
ning to saymy that the right of egan to
give shelter in the legation to certain
adherentsadherent of the balmaceda gogovern-
ment

vern
who applied to him for asylum

has not been denied by the chilean
authorities nor has any demand
been made to surrender these refugees
that there was an urgent need of asy-
lum isin shown by egans notenode of au-
gust 24 1891 describing the disorders
thatteat prevailed in santiago and by the

evidence of captain schley as to the
tillagepillage and violence that prevailed at
valparaiso the correspondence dis-
closes

dis-
closecloses however that the request of
egan for safe conduct from the coun-
try in behalf of these refugees was
denied the precedents cited by him
in thecorrespondence particularly the
cases of the revolution in peru in 1865
did not leave the chilean government
in a position to deny the right of asylum
to political refugees and seemed very
clearly to support egans contention
that a safe conduct to neutral terri-
tory was a necessary and acknowl v

edged incident of asylum the refu-
gees have very recently without for-
mal safe conducts but by the acquiesc-
ence of the chilean authorities been
placed on board the yorktown aniaand
are now being conveyed to callao
peru

disrespect manifested
this incident might be considered

wholly closed but for the disrespect
manifested towards this government
by the close and offensive police sur-
veillanceveil lance of the legation premises
maintained during most of the period
of the stay of the refugeesrefugee4 therein 7

after the date of my annual mes-
sage and up to the time of the trans-
fer of the refugees to the yorktown
the legation premises seem to have
been surrounded by police in uni-
form and police agents or detectives
in citizens dress who offensively scru-
tinized persons entering or leaving the
legation and on one or more occasions
arrested members of the ministers
family commander evans who by
directions recently visited egan at
santiago in his telegram to the navy
department described the legation as a
41 veritable prison and states that the
police agents or detectives were after
his arrival during hisbis stay

it further appears from the note of
egan of november 20 1891 that on
one occasion at least these police
agents whom he declares to be known
to him
INVADED THE LEGATION PREMISES
pounding on its windows and using
insulting threatening language to-
wards the persons therein

this breach of the right of he min-
ister to freedom from police espionage
and restraint seems to be flagrant the
argentine minister who waswaa dean of
the diplomatic corps having observed it
felt called upon to protest against it to
the chilean minister of foreign affairs
the chilean authorities have as will
be observed from the correspondence
charged the refugees and inmatesinmated of
the legation with insulting the police
but it seems to me incredible that
men whose lives were in yand
whose safety could only be secured by
retirement and quietness should have
sought to provoke a colliscollisionlori which
could only end in their destruction or
to aggravate their condition by dinten
saying the popular feeling that at one
time so threatened the legation as to
require egan to appeal to the minister
of foreign affairs

but the most serious incident dis-
closed by the correspondence is that of
the attack on the sailors of the balti-
more J in the streets of valparaiso
the of october last in my annual
message speaking upon the informa-
tion then in my possession I1 said

As far as I1 have yet been able to

learn nodo other explanation of the
bloody work has been suggested than
that it had its origin in the hostility to
these as sailors of the united statesstater
wearing the uni orm of their govern
meritment and not in any individual act or
personal animosity

THE FISCALS conclusions
we have now received from the

chilianchilean government an abstract of the
conclusions of the procurator fiscal
upon the testimony taken by the judge
of crimes in the investigation made to
extend over nearly three months I1
very much regret to be compelled to
say that the report does not enable me
to modify the conclusion announced in
my annual message I1 am still of the
opinion that our sailors were assaulted
beaten stabbed and killed not for
anything they or any one had done
but lorfor what the government of the
united states bad done or was
charged with having done by its civil
officers and naval commanders if
that be the true aspect of the case the
injury was to the government of the
united states not to thesetheae poor sisisailorslors
who were assaulted in a manner so80
brutal and cowlcowardlyardly

LEGAL ASPECTS

before attempting to give an outline
of the facts upon which this con-
clusion rests I1 think it right to sayany a
word or two upon the legal aspect of
the case the baltimore PP was in the
harbor of valparaiso by virtue of the
general invitation which nations are
held to extend to the war vessels of
other powers with which they have
friendly relations this invitation I1
think must be held ordinarily to em-
brace the privilege of such communi-
cation with the shore as is reason-
ably necessary and proper for
the comfort and convenience of
the officials and men of such
vessels captain schley testifies that
when his vowelvessel returned to valparaiso
september the city officers as
customary extended the hospitalities
off the city to his officersofficer and crew it
is not claimed that every personal col-
lision or injury in which the sailors or
officers ot such naval vessel visiting
shore may be involved raises an inter-
national quett lon but 1 am clearly of
the opinion that where such sailors or
officers are assaulted by a resident
populace animated by hostility to thegovernment whose uniform these sail-
ors and officers wear and in resent
ment of the acts done by their govern-
ment not by them their nation must
take notice of the event as one involv-
ing an infraction of its rights and dig-
nitynity not in a secondary where
a citizen is injured and presents
his claim through his own
government but in a primary
way precisely as if its own minister or
the consular flagbag itself had been the
object of the same character of assault

1 the officers and sailors of the balti-
more were in the harbor of val-
paraiso under the orders of their gov-
ernmentern ment not by their own choice
they were upon shore by the implied
invitationinvitation of the government ot chile
and with the approval of their com-
manding officer and it does not dis-
tinguishti their cases from that of the
consul that hisbla stay isin more perma-
nent or that he holds the express invi-
tation of the local government to
justify his longer residence nor doesdoea it


