THE DESERET WEEKLY.

—THE CHILEAN QUESTION.

W ASHINGTON, Jan. 25.

To the Benate and House of Repre-
sentatives:

my annual message delivered to
C(}:gregs at the beginning of the pres-
ent session, after a hrief statement of
the facts then 1o possession of this gov-
ernment touching the assaulta in the
streets of Valparaiso, Chile, upon the
sailors of the United Statess steemship
*Baltimore,’’ oD the evening of the
16th of October last, T sald:

“Phi vernment is now awaiting
mﬁg;ﬂf%f the investigation which
is now heing conducted by the crim-
inal court at Valparaiso. It is report-
ed unofficially that the 1n‘vestigatlon
ie about completed, and It is expected
that the result will soon be communi-
cated to this government, together
with some adequate and satlafactory
response to the note by which t.h.e
attention of Cbile waa called to this
incident. If these just expectations
sboyld be disappointed, or furtber
needless delay intervene, I_Wl”, by
Bpecial message, bring thia matter
again to the attention of Congress for
such action as may be necessary.”’

inlon the time bas now
cog‘e $g.,3p1 ghould lay before Con-
gress end the country the correspond-
eénce between this government and
lhe government of Chile, from the
time of the breaking out of the revolu-
tlon against Balmaceds, together with
all other facta in possession of the exe-
cutive depa.rtment relating to this mat-
ter, The diplomatic correspondence is
herewith transmitted, together with
sotme correapondence hetween the
naval officers for a time in command
in Chilean waters and the secretary of
the navy, and also the evidence taken
at Mare Island pnavy yard since the
arrival of the ¢‘Bultimore” at Han
Frangisco,

No FULL ANALYBIS.

I do not deem It necessary in this
communication to attempt any full
analysis of the correspondence or of
the evidence. A brief re-statement of
the international guéstions Involved
and the reasons why the responses of
the Chilean government are unsatis-
factory, is all I deem necessary.

It may be well at the outset to say
that, whatever may havebeen said In
this country or Chile in_criticism of

gan, our minister at Bantiago, the
true story cf this ekeiting period in
Chilean affsairs, from the outbreak of
the revolution until this time, dis-
¢loses no action ou the part of Egan
unworthy-of his position, or that could
justly be the occasion of eerious ani-
madversfon or criticiem. He has, 1
think,on the whole, horne himself In
very trying circumsta:ces with dig-
nity, diecretion and courage, and abil-
ity, courtesy and fairness.

It s worth while also at the begin-
Ding to eay that the right of Egan to
give ghelter in the legation to certain
adherents of the Balmaceda govern-
ment who applied to him for asylum
a: not been denled hy the Chilean
authoritles, nor bas any demand
been made tv surrender these refugees.
That there was an Urgent need of asy-
lum iz shown hy Egan's note of Au-
gust 24, 1561, deecriblpg the disorders
that prevailed in Bantiago, and by the

jevidence of Captain Schley as to the
%ills.ge and violsnce that prevailed at

alparaiso. The correspondence dis-
i closes, however, that the request ol
Egan for safe conduet from the coun-
try in hehalf of these refugees was
denied. The precedents cited by him
in thecorresponuence, particularly the
cases of the revolution in Peru in 1865,
did not leavethe Chilean government
in a position to deny the right of asylum
to political refugees, and seemed very
clearly to support Egan’s contention
that a eafe conduct to neutral terri-
tory was A necessary and acknowls
edged incident of asylum. The refu-
gees have very recently, without for-
mal safe conducts, but by the acquies-
ence of the Chilean autherities, been
placed on board the “Yorktown,’* and
Are now heing conveyed to Callao,
Peru.

DISRESPECT MANIFESTED.-

This ineident might be considered
wholly closed but for the disrespect
anifested towarde this government
by the close and offensive police sur-
veillance of the legation. premises
maintained during most of the period
of the stay of the refugees therein.

After the date of my annual mes-
sage, and up to the time of the trans-
fer of the refugeen to the **Yorktown,*?
the legation premises seem to have
been surrcunded by police in uni-
form and police agents or detectives
in citizens? dress, who offensively scru-
tinized persons entering or leaving the
legation, and on cne or more occasions
arrested members of the minister’s
family. Commander Evans, who, by
directions, recently visited Egan at
Bantiago, in his telegram to the oavy
department, described the legation rs a
**veritable prison,’’ and states that the
police sgents or detectives were, after
his arrival, withdrawn during his atay.

It further appelrs from the note of

Egan of November 20, 1891, that, on
one occasion, at least, these police
agents, whom be deglarcs to be known
to bim,
INVADED THE LEGATION PREMIBES
poundiug on its windowp, and using
insulting, threatening Janguuage to-
wards the persons therein,

This breach of the right of the min-
ister to freedom from police espienage
and restraint seems to he flagrant. The
Argentine minister, who was dean of
thediplomaticcorps having observed it,
felt called upon te protest against it to
the Chilean minister of foreigu affairs.
The Chilean authorities have, a8 will
be observed from the, correspondence,
charged the refugees and inmates of
the legation with insulting the police,
but it seems to me incredible that
men, whose lives were in jeopardy,and
whose safety could only be secured by
retirement and quietness, should have
sought to provoke s collision which
could only end in their destruction, or
to aggravate their condition by inten-
sifying the popular feeling that at one
time so threatened the legation ns w
require Kyan to appeal to the minister
of foreign affairs.

But the most serjous incldent dis-
closed hy the correspandence is that of
the attack on the sailors of the “‘Balti-
more,” in the streets of Valparaiso, onf
the 16th of Octoher last. In my annual
message, speaking upon the informa-
tion then in my possessjon, I said;

217

learn no other - explanation of the
bloody work hus bheen suggested than
that it had its origin in the hostility to
these as sailors of the United Biates,
wearing the uni orm of their govern-
ment, and not in any lndivldual act or
personal animosity.

THE FISCALS QONOLURIONS.

We have now received from the
Chijean government an ahstract of the
conclusious of the procurator flacal
upon the testimony taken by the judge
of crimes in the investigution made to
extend over nearly three months. 1
very much regret to be compelled o
say that the report does not enahle me
to modify the conclusion announced in
my annusal message. I am still of the
opinion that our sailors werg assaulted,
beaten, stabbed and Killed, not for
anything they or any one had done,
but tor what the governmenlof the
United States bad done, or was
charged with baving done, by its civil
officers and- naval commanders. If
that be the true aspect of the case, the
injury was to the government of the
United States, not to these poor ssilors,
who were assaulted in A manner so
hrutal and cowardly.

LEGAL ASPECQTS,

Before Rttempting to give an outline
of the facts upon which this con-
clusion rests, [ think it right to say a
word or two upon the legal aspect of
the case. The “*Baltimore’’ was In the
barbor of Valparaise by virtue of the
general invitation which nations are
beld to extend to the war vessels of
other powers with which they have
friendiy relations. This lnvitation, I
tbink, must be held ordinarily to em-
brace the privilege of such communi-
cation with the shore as is reason-
ably npecessary and proper for
the comfort and convenience of
the officials and men of such
veseels. Captain Bebley testifles that
when bis vessel returned to Valpuraiso
September 14th, the city officers, as
customary, extended the hospitalitivs
of the city to his officers and crew, It
is not claimed that every personal col-
lision or injury in which the sailors or
officers of such naval vessel visiting
shore may be involved raises an intep-
national queBtion,hut I am clearly of
the opinion that where such gailors or
officers are aseaulted hy a resident
populace animated by hostility to the
government whose uniform these sail-
ors and officers wear and in resent-
ment of the acts done by their govern-
ment, not by them, their Nation must
take notice of the event as one involv-
ing an infraction of its rights and dig-
nity, not in a secondary way,as where
a citizen is injured and presents
his claim through hin own
government, but in a primary
way, precisely aw if its own minister or
the consular flag itself had heen the
object of the same character of assault.
The officers and sallors of the ‘*Balti-
more®? were in the -harhor of Val-
paraiso under the orders of their gov-
ernment, Dot by their own echolce.
They were upon shore hy the implied
invitation of the government ot Chile,
and with the approval of their com-
manding officer, and-it does not dis-
tinguish their cases from that of the
consul that his stay i3 more perma-
nent or that he holds the express invi-
tation of the local government to

Ag far as I have yet been able to

Juetify his longer residence, nor doea it



