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HISTORY, ROMANCE, AND POETRY.

They came to meet their mother’s volce,
Three forms in childhood’s mould;
One with locks like the ebon night,
One with the curls of gold,
One with the fair hair smoothly drawn,
O’er a brow llke the Alpine snow;
The seal of heaven on her white cheek,
And a timid voice, and low.

tiMotber,”? the eldest lifted up
Her noble, earnest face,

¢4] saw two youths in manhood’s pride,
Struggle to win a race;

The youngest had the fleetest foot,

But tripped in his haste and fell;
The other went with a sure, firm tread,
And he won the race right well.”?

¢“Mother!” those dar k, strange eyes were bright
With thoughts she could not speak,
The rich blood swept her brow, and then
Staved on her burning cheek;
¢Mother! the one with the hast’ning step,
ITad surely won the race,
But his rival’s treachery stayed his fool,
And the plodder tock his place.?’

¢Hush! sister hush ! the race was won
By bim who claimed the prize;”?

Iler sweet lip quivered, and the tears
Stole in her holy eyes;

“But mother, he was proudly bright,
From whom the prize was kept;

1 watched him with a bounding heart,

" And when he fell 1 wept,??

The mother cast a glance of pride
Upon her eldest born,

And kissed the brow of wild Romance,
So regal in its scorn,

Then folded her, the fair halred child
So close in her embrace,

And gazed with deep and earnest love
Upon her angel face.

¢ Ah! widely sundered are the paths
That ye are doomed to tread;

I read your futnre in the words,
Your thoughtless lips haves aid;

Thou maiden of the earnest brow,
Will tread the path of right,

Unshrinking in life’s darkest hours—
Undazzled by its light.

¢ And thon Romance, ah well 1 know,
Strange wilds thy foot must presg,
Thou’lt know how sweet life’s Joys can be,
How hitter its dislrese;
But thou,’? the mothers lips was pressed
Close to that cheek of snow,
Frail darling, thou wast born to speak,
To sufler, smile, and g0.
S.E.CARMICHAEL.

G. 8. L. C1T1Y, Nov. 1869.

REMARKS

Ty

By President BRIGHAM YOUNG, leernnﬂe,\

Oct. 8, 1859,
[REPORTED BY G, D. WATT.]

With regard to the High Council, I wish to
make a suggescion which has just occurred to
me. It seems to me best, in voting for the
authorities, to pass over their names for the
resent. 1 do not think there is much fault to

e found with the High Councilors now in
offiece. We are willing to give them credit for
all the good they have done, and we do not
wish to know anything against them, although
some of them have injured themselves more
than they have others. Solomon declared,
“Better is a,.poor and wise child, than an old
and foolish king, who will no more be admon-
ished.”” This is a true saying, and I wish to
apply it, in some respects, in the present in-
gtance, In the remarks I shall now make
some may think that I am quite plain spoken
and frank with my brethren; grant it, so also
I am with myself.

When I was baptised into this churchit was
in its infancy; altﬁuu h aconsiderable number
had been baptized before me, and many of
them were older when they were baptized than
I was. They improved,their minds expanded,
they received truth and intelligence, increased
in the knowledge of the things of God, and
bid fair to become full grown men in Christ
Jesus. But some of them, when thev had
gained a little spiritual strength and know-
ledge, apparently stopped in their growth.
This was in the eastern country, and but a
few years passed before the fruit trees began
to cease bearing fruit. The cherry and plum

trees where this work commenced began to|them to gain and possess. But so it is, many |
|of the first members in this Church appear as

fail in fruit bearing, and the black bunches
began to increase on their trunks and
branches, eaused by the depredations of in-
gects which destroy the sap and life of the
trees. The apple tree also has nearly ceased
bearing in that and the adjacent regions. One
of our old neighbors, whose name is Allen,
says that good apples have for years been
very scarce in that country where, to my cer-
tain knowledge, they used to be excellent and
abundant. And in the few that mature a
worm is generally found at the core. So it
E»a been with many who embraced the gospel
that country; like the fruit trees, they have

ceased to grow and increase and bear the
fruits of the Spirit.

It is a common adage, ““Old men for counsel,
and young men for war.” Until men born in
the Priesthood grow cld therein in faithful-
ness, I would say with comparatively few ex-
ceptions, ynun% men for counsel, and young
men tor war. For knowledge and understand-
ing I would rather, as a general thing, select
young men from eighteen years of age, the
sons of men who have been in this church
from the beginning, than to select their
fathers. Their minds bave been but little if
any trammelled with erroneous traditions and
teachings. Let the yoke of the gospel be put |
upon those young men br. Jusegh referre tn'
in his remarks—who have been sowing their
wild oate for years—and they are generally
better and more correct in the offices of the
Priesthood than many of the gray haired
fathers. They understand more about God,.
about Jesus Christ, and the government of
God on the earth than do many of the fathers
and grandfathers.

It mnever hurts my feelings to see young,
exuberant life and animation manifest them-|

(
|
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though all your affections were placed upon
the changing, fading things of earth, it is im-
&Flfﬂible o increase in the knowledge of truth.

e thrones and kingdoms cf earth are fre-
ntly changing hands. Adventurers rise up
or go forth and establish new governments,
and in a few short years theg are cast down
to give place to more successful powers. All
earthly things are changinghands. The gold,
the silver, and other property pass from m
hands to yours, and from yours to the hands
of others. Shame on a people that place their
affections upon this changing matfer. Love
God and the things that change not.

I have a little more counsel that I wish to
give during this Conference, and you may tell
it to your Presidents, Bishops, High Council-
ors, High Priests, Seventies, &ec. %l counsel
to the Elders of Israel is to let whisky, bran-
dy, and other strong drink alone. I will tell
Knu how drunkards appear to me. Although I

ave been a man of the world, yet I have
néver seen a moment, sinee I thought I had a
character or had to establish one, when, with
very few exceptions, 1 would count them wor-
thy, in regard to moral character, to wipe my

selves, but I do not like to hear swearing—to

that I strongly object., I also strongly object ' not abuse them,

to their gett?mg drunk; to their pilfering their

| about their children.

neighbor’s property, and to their doing any
thing else that is wrong. I love to see our

oung men wide awake—-rea?]y for anything
in the line of right—having their minds bent
in the channel of truth. They learn the truth
from their childhood, and know but little else, |
if their parents have done their duty in pro-
Eerly directing the growth of the young

ranches. Their wild, foolish, childish, boy-
ish caprices will occasionally be exhibited,
but when those pass off, you find in them a
solid basis of truth and good principle. Some |
few of those who give rein to their wild and
foolish notions, and seemingly give themselves
up to destruction will meet hard times; suffer-
ing and frouble will arrest them in their wild
career, and then they will begin to enquire
after their friends. They will seek those
whose bosoms are filled with compassion and
good willtowards them, will cease their fol-
lies, and their friends will rejoice over them in

shoes upon, figuratively speaking. I would
but T would give them some-
Il thing to kill the life of the liquor, and, when

they were sufficiently sober, ask them if they
did not think they were extremely foolish.
Probably scores, who are not here, are drunk
now; and it is my positive counsel and com-
mand that drinking liquor be stopped. If I
had the influence the world gives me eredit for,
I would not have a single drunkard, thief, or
liar in this society. I do not profess to have
that influence, but I can raise my voice against
those evils.

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I com-
mand the Elders of Isragl, those who have
been in the habit of getting drunk, to cease
drinking strong drink from this time hence-
forth, until you really need it. But some may
think they need it assoon as they go out of this
house. Let me be your physician inthis matter,
So long as you are able to walk and attend to
your business, it is folly to say that you need
ardent spirits, to keep you alive. The consti-
tution that a person has should be nourished

their efforts to become good and wise. Do not
be discouraged about the follies of the young.

‘and cherished, and whenever we take any-
thing into the system to force and stimulate

I know that parents are often much troubled
I have heard many re-
late their troubles and sorrows in tfis respect,
though they are comparatively trifling unless |
our children disregard all your tender solici- |
ude and wise counsels and examples and,
when arrived at maturify, forsake you and
go headlong to destruction, when you will
think that you never had any trouble until
then. The want of bread for them in their
infancy was no sorrow, when compared with
such a trial. Parents, you who continue to
live the life of a true christian, and are filled

 have your children, and no power can Tob you
{nf them, for all will be saved, except the sons

with faith, virtue, and good works, I promise
you in the name of Israel’s God,that you will

it beyond its natural capacity, it shortens life.
I am physician enough to know that. When
you are tired and think you need a little spirit-
uous liquors, take some bread and butter, or
bread and milk, and lie down and rest. Do
not labor so hard as to deem it requisite to get
half drunk in order to keep up your spirits.
If you will follow this counsel you will be full
of life and health, and will increase your in-
telligence, your joy, and comfort.

As I have already requested, I now azain
request the authorities of this Church in their
various localities, to sever from this societ
those who will not cease Fetting drunk. If
you know a man to be guilty of pilfering, or
any species of dishonesty, disfellowship that

of perdition. If they go tohell you will have|

you are faithful. That is the promise made
of Israel acted as badly as the devil could
make them, and the Lord afflicted them in
this life, because of the promise he made to
their father Abraham that he would save his

seed,

\world whether they can tell wh

You may inquire of the intelligzent of the
the aborigi-

nes of this country are dark, lﬂatganme, ignor-
ant, and sunken into the depths of degradation,
and they cannot tell. I can tell you in a few
words. They are the seed of Joseph and be-
long to the houszhold of God, and he will af-
flict them in this world and save every one of
them hereafter, even though they previously
go into hell. When the Lord has a people he
makes covenants with them and gives unto
them promises; then if they transgress his law,
change his ordinances, and break the cove-
nants he has made with them, he will put a
mark u{imn them, as in the case of the Laman-
ites and other portions of the house of Israel;
but by and by they will become a white and

delightsome people,

Brefhren,fwmh you to understand things
precisely as they are. We shall dissolve tge
present High Council of this Stake. Many of
them are far advanced in years, and some of
them live at considerable distances from this|
city. They have labored according to the

not learn. I desire to see everybody on the |
track of improvement, gaining a%l the know-
ledge, power, and advancement possible for

though they never could keep pace with the
times, increasing in the knowledge of the
truth and improving thereupon.,  *

I will tell you how to expand and increase,
as far as I know. Let your whole soul, affec-
tions, actions, wishes, desires, every effort and
motive, and every hour’s labor you perform be |
with a single eye to the building up the Zion
of God on the earth. If you will pursue this
course, you will learnevery day and make ad-
vancements every hour. But when you so

the privilege of dragging them from there, if

man in his Quorum, and let his Bishop eat

him off from the Church. I have no fellow- |

ship with thieves, liars, murderers, robbers,
- whoremongers, nor any such characters; I nev-

to Abraham. You areaware that the children / er have had, and I hope I never shall have, |

The congregation exclaimed “Amen.”] If I

ad the influence that the wicked accuse me
of, I would straighten up the perverse among
this people, and bring that Zion we see in vi-
sion. They would either repent and do right,
or go where society is more congenial to their
evil habits and practices.

Brethren, I desire to so live that I can re-
main with you until my work on the earth is
finished. ]g'ut were I as good as you wish me
to be, I could not. Br. Greeley says that Brig-
ham appears to be in no hurry to get to heaven,
No, I wish to stay here and fight the devil
until he is bound, and all wickedness is cleans-
ed from the earth, and it is made ready for
Christ to come and receive his right. And it
is for us to be ready to abide the day of his
coming. :

May God bless you: Amen.

o B -

EXHORTATION

By CRSON PRATT, September 18, 1859.

—_—————

REPORTED BY G« D. WATT.
I have been extrem#ly gratified in'the re-
marks that have been made by brother Gates.
The instructions which he has given us have

best of their ability; but I would like to see| been imparted, as I believe, by the gift of the |
(men who never become so old that they ecan-

Holy Ghost. I feel truly grateful that we live
in an age of the world when we can receive
instructions by the power and wisdom of that
Spirit which searches all things—that Spirit
that understands all things, and discerns the
thoughts and intents of 'the heart. All other
preaching is vain. Ican say, with him, that
1t is one of the greatest pleasures of my life to
speak, when I can have the Spirit of the Lord
to assist me: without it I would rather do the
hardest kind of bodily labor, Indeed,I do not
think that it is the privilege of any of the
servants of God to speak in the name of the
Lord, without that Spirit. But I have often
times thought that no person who was livin

according to the commandments of God, coul:
rise before a congregation of Saints like this

love your property as to quarrel, and contend

| about this, that, or the other trifling affair, as

before me, and open his mouth in humility,
and simplicity of heart, but what the Lord

'would give him something to say. It is thro’
‘the united faith of the people of God—through
that confidence which they have in the Being
' whom they worship—that He, for their edifi-
_cation and benefit, will grant His spirit unto
this humble and faithful Saints. Bat we often
times deprive ourselves of the blessings and
enjoyments, which we might receive, through
the darkness of our minds—through our self-
ishness—through our néglect of keeping the
commandments of God—through our disobe-
dience, and through the abundance of cares
and perplexities with which we have to con-
tend in this mortal existence. All these things
have a tendency, more or less, to darken the
understanding and drive away from the heart
'that peaceable spirit which whispers peace to
the minds of the sons and daughters of God.
I often reflect upon this subject much, and in-
quire in my own mind, and try to search out
some of the causes of our being so far beneath
the privileges which are guaranteed to us in
the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is not because
the promises of God have failed. Itis not be-
jcause we are not worshipping the same Being
whom the Saints worshipped in ancient days.
It is not because there are insurmountable ob-
stacles in our way; but the cause lies in our
ownselyes. We are the individuals that shut
out this light of heaven—this light of truth
that would otherwise shine upon our under-
standings. Do you ever compare yourselves
with those people that we read of in ancient
times that were called the people of God? I
mean some of the best of them. Not but that
there were individuals who lived then,profess-
ing to be the children of God who were just
'as imperfect in their ways, and doings, and
conduct as what some of usare. But then,
there were others who lived in ancient times
who were far in advance of us; they attained
to greater faith and to greater privileges than
what we enjoy. ]

Where is there a servant of God in all the
church of Laiter Day Saints, that has enjoyed
the same privileges that many of the first of
the servants of God did 180@Q years ago on the
eastern continent? There are scarcely any.
Have we beheld Jesus facetoface? Have we
conversed with him, as Peter,James and John,
and the others of the Twelve did in that day
and age of the world? No, we have not;there
may have been some few exceptions. Have
we attained even to the blessings of the Lesser
Priesthood, to say nothing about the higher
blessings of the greater Priesthood. What
are the blessings promised to the Lesser Priest-
hood? They are, not only to hold authority
and administer in the name of the Lord in
temporal things,and administer in eertain out-
ward ordinances, but there are privileges that

temporal administrations; they were tohave
the privilege of conversing with angels. Did
you ever reflect or realize how great a privil-
ege this is? |

Is it not a great privilege to go before the
Lord and receive the ministratior. of angels,
and instructions from their mouths with re-

ard to what should be spoken to the people?

ut a very few of the Lesser Priesthood who
sit under the sound of my voice, or who are to
be found upon the whole earth have attained
to this privilege. If the Lesser Priesthood have
not attained to it, let us inquire concerning
those that hold siill higher authority; concern-
ing the Elders, Seventies, High Pyriesta, the
Twelve, the various Bishops, and the various
Authorities and presiding Elders over different
branches and settlements. Have they even
attained to the blessings of the Lesser Priest-
hood? No. With the exception of a very
few individuals who may have come up to
their privileges, who may have had the vis-
ions of eternity opened to them, and may have
conversed with angels, and received instruc-
tions with regard to their callings, and duties,
‘and what they shall say to the people; but,
\with the exception of these few individuals,
| the others are away in the back grounds.—
And when we come to speak of the higher
privileges, beyond that of receiving the admin-
istration of angels, you can scarcely find a
man in all the latter day kingdom that has
come up tothem; I have not, 1 speak it to my
shame, and I speak it as brother Gates spoke
concerning himself with shame, that I have
not attained to the privileges that lpertain to
the Higher Priesthood. What are these priv-
ileges? They are plainly laid down in the
word of God. Those holding that Priesthood
have the privilege not gnly of receiving the
' ministration of angels, "out to have the heav-
lensinpened to them, and to behold the face of
God.

Now, no man without the Spirit of the Lord
resting upon him to quicken him in body an#l
mind can have this great and exalted privil-
eze, to behold the face of God the Father who
ig in the heavéns. But a few have attained
to this great and exalted privilege. Arethere
not some reasons—some causes? Have we
not been members of this church, some of us
for sixteen, eighteen, or twenty years, and
some of us for twenty-five, and almost thirty
years? It will be twenty-nine years, to-mos-
row, since I was baptized into this church;
and I feel ashamed that [ have not made great-
ef progress in the things of the kingdom of
God, when compared with the promises thag

have been made to us. Notwithstanding all

the Lesser Priesthood enjoy,fqr exceeding those &~



