
6 P4 THE DESERET WEEKLY
written for thuthis paper

educational SYSTEM OF EUROPE

permit me to furnish the readers
the NEWS with a lewfew elementary prin-
ciples of the system of education on the
continent of europe or rather the or-
ganization of public schools

I1 shall not here attempt a comparison
with the educational system of eithergreat britain or the united states but
simply give a few elementary principles
underlying the bases olof their system
through the courtesy of the councilstate or minister of public instruction
in geneva I1 obtained cards permitting
me to visit its public schools and I1 took
advantage of the opportunity that
which is said in this connection will in
general have reference to the canton
or statestale of geneva

the public instruction here is under
the superintendence of the state council
with the aid of thirty commissioners
the rector of the university and the
deans of the several different depart-
ments have likewise the voice of con-
sultationsultation from the factact that education
is obligatory upon all children between
the ages ofof six and fifteen years it is
necessarily free the state being encum-
bered even with the furnishing of all
books and other necessary school sup-
plies for the use of its children this
modification however ought to be
noticed that it is optional with the
parents whether they send their chil-
dren to the public school to a private
school or whether the instruction be
given at the home of the parent but
in the two latter cases the mode of in-
structionst followed is subject to the in-
spectionspec tion otof the state commission and
ought to correspond with the program
by them arranged or be equivalentequi to itthe instructor public schools are ap-
pointed by the state council and their
salaries fixed by the saniesame body not
being permitted to exceed nor fall short
of a certain sum except in special cases
with but very lewfew exceptions the sexes
in public schools are invariably separ
abedatedthethe girls in one school the boys
in another from this general rulehowever we must except the difdifferentferen t
departments of the university some-
times too the sexes in the public schoolsreceive their instructions in the same
buildings but in separate departments
of the buildings I1 was agreeably sur-
prised upon entering a class ofof the
college in which the english language
was being taught to see so many young
men rise simultaneously in recognitionto the entrance of my companion and
myself the same act of courtesy was
repeated upon our entrance to ththee
superior school for the instruction of
young ladies at a recitation upon french
literature with however this contrat sed
exception it was a body of young ladies
who rose to their feet instead of young
gentlemen

the course of public instruction com-
prehendsends firstly primary instruction
secondly intermediate or secondary in-
structionst lastly superior instructionthe primaryprimary instruction is subdivided
into a edecolesco es antines or schools for
the smallest of children b primary
schools c complementary schools
les decoles antines are again sub-
divided into an inferior and a superiordepartment in the inferior department
children are received from the age of
three toik respectively hencebence the in-
structionst as not obligatory but seems to

be designed for the children of parents
who are to be away from home or at
work during theahe day or perhaps for
those who would rather not have the
care of their children it thus serves as
a safe and instructive retreat torfor the
little ones the child is occupied with
some little play uror manual performance
which serves as a development of its
physical and intellectual being in the
superior division of this department the
child enters at the age otof six years
where he remains till the age of seven
and is taught in connection with that
which precedes reading writing the
elemelementaryeniry principles of calculation and
drawing together with little songs
the instruction given in this department
is entirely by lady teachers and is the
true type of kindergarten schools

at the age of seven years the child
enters the primary school where he re-
mains for a period of six years until
he is thirteen here he is taught read-
ing writing and the french language
as well as the elements of the german
language arithmetic mental calcula-
tion the elementary principles of geom-
etry geography natural history ele-
mentary drawing music and gymnastics
to which we may add manual labor for
the boys and needlework for the girls
the scholastic year embraces from fofortyarty
two to forty six weeks of study with
from twenty five to thirty five hours perder
week the scholastic yyearea being divided
into two semesterssemesemester s ththee childchild undergoes
an examination at the end of each
semester

on reaching his sixth degree and the
age of thirteen years the pupil on leav-
ing the primary department enters the
complementary school which is designed
for the completion of his elemelementarycentary
education and embraces a period ot61
two years the instructions given and
received at this stage will necessarily
depend upon the future aspirations of
the pupil also whether he as in the
city or the country but whatsoeverver
may be his aspiaspirationsaspirationratio ns or the locality inin
which he dwells he will be instructed
upon the elements of physical and
natural scienceceifif a boy the institu-
tions of his country if a girl domestic
economy the scholastic duration of
this department embraces a period of
from twenty five to forty weeks with
from ten to eighteen hours per week
and as in the primary department the
pupil undergoes an examination at the
end of each semester the results of
the examination not only depend upon
the examination in question but also
upon the years work the instructions
given inin primary schools as well as in
the complementary schools are some
times bybv male teachers and sometimes
by female

the department of higher or second-
ary instruction is divided into i the
professional instruction 2 the college
3 the superior school for the instruc-
tion of young ladies the professional
instruction is designed as preparatory
for the industrial commercial and agri-
cultural careers of life and is divided
into a professional schools b evening
schools c secondary schools for coun-
try districts the pupil having arrived
at this stagestagethethe instruction is no longer
free nor obligatory unless it be for
those who may have chosen to enter
this department upon the arrival of
their sixth degree and thirteenth year
instead of entering the complementary
school the professional school extends

over a duration of two years of iromfromforty two to forty six weeks each andaadfrom thirty to thirty five hours of lessonsusper week the instruction given is thefollowing the french and german lan-guage with a view to special correspon-
dence commercial calculation and book-keeping mathematics physical and na-tural science which have a specialbearing upon the industry they arefollowing history commercial geogra-phy the duties of citizenship industrialarts beautiful arts watch making car-pentry etc the evening schools aredesigned for those havhavingi ng completed
their complementary course and arrivedat their fifteenth year this period ex-tends over a duration of two years withbut ten to twelve hours of lessons
week the secondary school for

per
thecountry districts are designed fforC r ththoseoseepupils having achieved their sixth de-gree in the primary schools the in-structionst in this department must nec-essarilyessa rily be of a rural nature in connec-tion with other instructions the boy istaught lessons of practical agriculture

the girl domedomestic economy e

the college which is a division of thesecondary or higher course of instruc-tion is designed for boys who havearrived at their fth degree in the pri-mary schools the candidate is per-mitted to enter his matriculation in thediecollege upon the presentation of hiscertificate of examination iromfrom theprimary department of education itifhowever he lashas not followed the courseof instruction in the public schools hemust then undergo an examination wethecollege is separated by two divisionsinferior and superior the inferior emem-braces aa period of three years and ingeneral terms comprises the following
branches the french latin and ger
man languages geography histhistorytorarithmetic general notions of costiconstitu-
tional

tun
government the primary elementsof physical and natural science penman-

shipShip drawing music and gymnasticsgymnastimcahavingbaang completed the course prescribedprescribect
for tthehe inferior division of the collegethe student enters the superior divisionwhere he remains for a period of tourfouryears this division has four sectionsa classic b commercial c peda-gogic d in general terms
instruction is given in this department
of the college upon the following bran-
ches the french language and litera-
ture the german language and litera-
ture the greek and english langulanguagesager
geography history cosmography ina-the

ma-
thematicsthematics the physical and naturalscience bookkeepingbook keeping the elements oioflogic psychology and political economyeconomythe superintendence of the collegecollege IMSia
entrusted to one director who does notformforin at least only in exceptional cases
part of the faculty of instruction v

the superior school for the instructinstructionon
of young ladies forms part of the secon-
dary branch of public instruction itis separated into two divisions interiorinferior
and superior the first extending over aperiod of four years the latter compris-
ing only three in the first instruction
isis given inin the french and german t
languagesan bages general history geographyarithmeticaritTarithmetic the elementary principles of 1

physics and natural science dradrawing
penmanship musicmusic gymnastics and
needlework the superior is divided
into two sections literary and peda-
gogic in both of these sections a numduftber of studies arere obligatory such as thel
french and german languages abridged


