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considerable amotint of country suitable
for agricultural purposes.

Western Australia 1ncludes all
portion ol the Australian continen
uated to the westward of 129° east
itude, between the parallels ot 13
and 35° 8 south. The greatest len
of the colony from north tosouth is 1,
miles, and breadth about 850 miles,
clusive of the contiguous islands, it co
tains an estimated area of about 1,060,
coojsquare miles, being more than eight
times the size of Great Britain and lre-
land; it is the largest of all the Austra-
lian colonies, though containing niuch
the smalier number of inhabitants. By
the census relurns ol 18g1 the population,
exclusive of aborigines, numbered 4g,-
792, but owing to the discovery of rich
gold fields, which has caused a great
immigration, the population at present
is estimated at about 117,000. Perth,
the capital of the colony, is located near
the west coast, on the north bank of
Swan river, about twelve miles above
Freemantle, its seaport and sister town.
Perth had 8,447 inhabitants in 1891; but
it has grown comnsiderably since that
titne. 1he city was first founded Au-
gust 12th, 1829. During the past few
years West Australia has enjoyed a min-
ing booni, gold in paying quantities hav-
ing been found in different places in the
interior, principally in and about Cool-
ﬁ,ardie At the present (ime men are

ocking in at tne rate of nearly 1,000 a
week. The immigration has been prin-
cipally from the other Australian colo
nies, but a great maoy adventurers have
also come from Europe, America and
other parts of the -world to seek their
fortunes on the continent island. Itis
the same old story—an immense excite-
ment. A few lucky men make fortunes
quickly, but nost meet with bitter dis
appointment, and leave the fields again
with blighted hopes and a sad bheart,
alter being exposed to great peril and'in
manv instances severe suffering; for the
West Australia gold fields are situated
in a most dreary and desert-like section
of country. where, among other things,
water at times is sold at a high price.
Thus in Kanowne, or thie White Feather
Mining District, water to be used by
both man and beast is relailed at prices
varying according to the scarcity of the
article from one penny to two and a hall
shillings a gallon. Of course these fig-
ures don’t hold good during the rainy
season. The water which i3 sold 1s
generally condensed irom the salt water
lakes wiiich abound io that region of
country., The average miner is paid
from £3to £4 and two gallons of water
per week; but thonsands of men go un-
employed. West Ausiralia was a crown
colony until quite recently, when it was
given what is known in the British pos-
sessions as responsible government,
which means acolony regulating its own
aftairs and having nothing to do with
the parent government direct, except in
dealing with a single man appointed by
the Crown—the governor. All other of-
ficers are elected by the colony. Though
large portions of Western Australia are
and will remain deserts and almost use-
less tracts, there is sufficient good land
to sustaimm a population many times the
number of the present one, i\{ properly
cultivated. So far as I have been able
to learn none of our missicnaries have
ever labored in this part of Australia.

ANDREW JENSON.

Coromito, Ceylon, East India, May

a7th, 1596,

IN ALABAMA AND FLORIDA.

Loango, Covington Co., Ala,
August 24th, 1896
The experiences of a missionary are
vatied. n some localities he is received
and treated kindly, people [eeling un-
able to do enough for him, and in other
places he meets with prejudice, which is

1 always the result of ignorance.

The place from which we write might
be classed among these prejudiced re-
gions, although the people of course de-
clare to the contrary. When we entered
this place they said, “Those [ellows
who have turned the world upside down
have come hither also.’* They had
heard ot us and knew that we had been
holding many meetings in the southern
part ol the county.

Although we meet with much opposi-
tion, yel we are constantly adding to
the ““iitile stone.’”” Owing to the heat
we have not been as active as we other-
wlse would have been, yet we have been
“instant in season and out of season’’
and have tried to make it a point to
convert pur visit to every house into a
meeting.

In the pastthree weeks we have held
forty-eight meetings, blessed sixteen
children, and bapiized and confirmed
fourteen perions, as members of the
Church.

Sometimes we get somewhat discour-
aged and feel that we are not doing our
duty, but considering we feel that we
are doing tairly well and that the Lord is
blessing our eflorts and crowning them
with success.

Since our conference we have traveled
without purse and scrip, and our testi-
mony is that we have bad far better suc-
cess than previous to our entering into
this plan ~ We are trying to fuliy realize
the great importance of obeying this
rule, The Lord commands that we
carry no money or anything of a kindred
nature, and has said, *‘you shall not go
hungry, neither athirst.”  We have
reaped the blessings promised the just in
proporlion to our obeying this com-
mand.

This county is very thinly settled. One
traveis for five or six miles in some
places without passing a house. This
renders it impossible to compete with
the labors of the brethren of more thick-
ly inhabited places.

On e 23 ult, we visited Pensacola,
Florida, the old scaport town, Many
interesting sights were 1o be seen.
Among those most worthy of mention
were the larger steam and sail vessels.
Many were sunken and some washed
inland by the terrific storm which oc-
cured on Jnly 7th. We also visited the
Navy Yard and lighthonse department.
The former is about gone to ruin, there
being a few old-fashioned guns lett.

While in the old city we meta man
who was once an inhabitant of Jackson
Co., Missouri. He said he knew many
of the Mormons well. Among them
was David Whitnier one ol the three
witnesses of the Book ot Mormoun. He
spoke ol him in the high=st terms. He
added, "“Mr Thomas, ] know more
about ithe Mormons than you can tell
me,’* and further said that lor their re-
ligion ete., they were not expelled, * but
for stealing cattie.”® A little cross-
examinution , however proved his in-
tormation to be somewhat limited, more
so than he had realized; and being un-
able to carry his point he would try to
take sides with me.

In the southern part ol Escamhija
County we met some of our"Josephite?’
brethren who treated us well. We held
two meetings in their church and have
a standing invitation to preach there
whenever we choose. We spent one
forenoon in explaining “the succession, >
hat it fell upon the twelve and not the
seed of the Prophet, to lead the Church.
One mau told of an incident which oc-
cured soon after the civil war. There
being an organization in this section,
some onc would speak in tongues and
bemean another: someone would give
the interpretation and the party ad-
dressed dared not offer any refutation
or they would charge him with *'reject-
ing the Spirit.” He has for five years
belonged to this church. 1 think ere
long some of them wiil see their error
and come in at the right door.

Realizing the value ol your space we
will close, thanking you for paper which
reaches us regularly and is always a
welcome guest.

D. HADLOND THOMAS,
Joun H. Pack.

IN FAR OFF TASMANIA.
111 MURRAV STREET,
Hobart, Tasmania,
Tuesday, July 1st, 18¢6.

In perusing your valuable paper and
.eading over the remarks made by such
noble meh as we -have lor our ieaders,
my beart swells with gratitude to God,
and | find a solace thtre. Also the great
amount of intormation that is gathered
from the four corners of the .earth is
good for digestion, and proves such to
me on this lonely island, ten 1thousand
miles from my grand mountain home.
The reason lor mv terming it lonely is
because of my being so far away from
home. The island of Tasmania is far-
ther away than others ol the Australian
group.

I lett mv home in Salt Lake City Au-
Fust 11th, 1895, arrived at my field of
abor the 1gth day of the toliowing
month. When our boat was lastened to
the wharl, 1 had the privilege ol looking
over the town of Hobart I saw many
faces, but they all seemed strange to me,
and while in this condition many
thoughts passed through my mind.
Among the most important was,il I was
not abie to find my companion whom I
was to travel with, I would get on sonie
of the street corners and make mysell
known.

After about half an hour's thought, 1
went 1o the chiel steward and asked him
to recommend me to an hotel, He told
ne I could stop at his place, as he ran
the Ship Hotel. I then repaired to the
place, had dinner, and three gentlemen
who came on the boat with me took me
around town and out to the Botanical
Gardens, two miles from my stopping
place. 1 had scarcely returned when
Mr. Hughes, the proprietor of the hotel
of which 1 was a guest, called, **Mr.
Smith!” *"Yes, sir,”* was the response.
“‘Here is another Mormon [rom Utah;
he would like to see you."” My heart
was then made glad.

Mr. Hughes being the chiel steward
at that time did business with Mr. fohn
Turner (the people [ have been staying
with ever since the first evening after
my arnival), and having occasion to call
at the above named place, met one of
Mr. Turner's daughters, who asked him
how he liked the little **Mormon’? baby
she then held in lier arms. **Mormon, *”’



