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considerable amount of country suitable
for agricultural purposes

western australia includes all
portion of the australian continentcontinen
hated to the westward of 1291 east
etude between the parallels of 13
and 35 8 south the greatest len
of the colony from north to south is i

f miles and breadth about miles
cluelusivesive of the contiguous islands it co

p bains an estimated area of about 1060
f Ooolaquare miles being more than eightt
f times the size of great britain and ire
aanaland it isii the largest of all the austra-

lian colonies though containing much
the smaller number of inhabitants by
the census returns otof 1891 the population
exclusive of aborigines numbered

but owing to the discovery of rich
eold fields which has caused a greatfoldimmigrationmin gration the population at present
is estimated at about perth
the capital of the colony is located near
the west coast on the north bank of
swan river about twelve miles above
freemantlePree mantle its seaport and sister town
perth had inhabitants in 1891 but
it has grown considerably since that
time I1 he city was first founded au
gulit 1829 during the past few
yemyears west australia has enjoyed a mmmin
ing boom 1

gold in paying quantities hav-
inging been loundfound in difdifferentferenE places inin the
interior principally in and about cool
sardie at the present time men are
flocking in at ane rate of nearly 1000 a
weekweak the immigration hashai bienbeen prin-
cipally from the other australian colo
nies but a great many adventurers have
also come from europe america and
other parts of the world to seek their

y lorfortunestunes on the continent island it is
the same old story an immense excite-
ment A few lucky men make fortunes
quickly but most meet with bitter dis
appointment and leave the fields again
with blighted hopes and a sad heart
after being exposed to great peril andin
maev instances severe suffering for the
westt australia gold fields are situated
in a most dreary and desert like section
of country where among other things
water at times is sold at a high price
thus in Kan owne or the white feather
mining district water to be used by
both man and beast is retailedrelailed at prices
varyingng according to the scarcity of the
articlee from one penny to two and a half
shillings a gallon of course these fig-
ures dont hold good during the rainy
seasonse the water which is sold isis
generally condensed from the salt water
likeslakes which abound in that region of
country the average miner isis paid
irom xas to ca4 andantao two gallons of water
per week but thonthousandssands of men go unnn
employed west australia was a crown
colony until quite recently when it was
given what is known in the british pos-
sessions as teresponsible government
which means a colony regulating its own
anaiasadars and having nothing to do with
the parent government direct except in
dealing with a single man apappointedjointed by
the crown the governor Aall therother of-
ficers are elected bby the colony though
large portions of esternwestern australia are
aniand will remain deserts and almost use-
less tracts there is sufficient good land
to sustain a population many times the
number of the present one if properly
cultivated so tarfar as I1 have been able
to learn none of our missionaries have
ever labored in this part of australia
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the experiences otof a missionary are
varied in some localities he is received
and treated kindly people feeling un-
able to do enough for him and in other
places he meets with prejudice which is
always the result of ignorance

the place from which we write might
be classed among these prejudiced re-
gions although the people of course de-
clare to the contrary when we entered
this place they said those fellows
who have turned the world upside down
have come hither also they had
heard of us and knew that we hahad been
holding many meetings in the southern
part otof the county

although we meet with much opposi-
tion yet we are constantly adding to
the little stone owing to the heatbeat
we have not been as active as we other-
wise would have been yet we have been
instant inin season and out olof season

and have tried to make it a point to
convert our visit to every house into a
meeting

in the past three weeks we have held
forty eight meetings blessed sixteen
children and baptized and confirmed
fourteen persons as members of the
church

sometimes we get somewhat discour-
aged and feel that we are not doing our
duty but considering we feel that we
are doing fairly well and that the lord is
blessing our efforts and crowning them
with success

since our conference we have traveled
without purse and scrip and our testi-
mony is that we have hadbad tar better suc-
cess than previous to our entering into
this plan we are trying to fully realize
the great importance of obeying this
rule the lord commands that we
carry no money or anything of a kindred
nature and has said you shall not go
hungry neither athirst we have
reaped the blessings promised the just in
proportion to our obeying this com-
mand

this county is very thinly settled one
travestraveis for five or six miles in some
places without passing a house this
renders it impossible to compete with
the labors otof the brethren of more thick-
ly inhabited places

on the 23 alt we visited pensacola
florida the old seaport town many
interesting sights were to be seen
among those most worthy of mention
were the larger steam and sail vessels
many were sunken and some washed
inland by the terrific storm which oc
cured on july we also visited the
navy yard and lighthouselight honse department
the former is about gone to ruin there
beingher a few old fashioned guns lettleft

whilebile in the old city we met a man
who was once an inhabitant of jackson
co missouri he said he knew many
of the mormonscormons well among them
was david whitmer one otof the three
witnesses of the book otof mormon he
spoke olof him in the highhighestst terms he
added mr thomas I1 know more
about the mormonscormons than you can tell
me and further said that for their re-
ligion etc they were not expelled but
torfor stealing cattle A little cross
examination however proved his in-
formation to be somewhat limited more
so than hebe had realized and being un-
able to carry his point he would try to
take sides with me

in the southern part of escambia
county we met some of
brethren who treated us wellbell we held
two meetings in their church and have
a standing invitation to preach there
whenever we choose we spent one
forenoon in explaining the succession
that it fell upon the twelve and not the
seed of the prophetProphei to lead the church
one man told of an incident which oc
cured soon after the civil war there
being an organization in this section
some one would speak in tongues and

another someone would give
the interpretation and the party ad-
dressed dared not offer any refutation
or they would charge him with reject-
ing the spirit he has for five years
belonged to this church I1 think ere
long some of them will see their error
and come in at the right door

realizing the value of your space we
will close thanking you for paper which
reaches us regularly and is always a
welcome guest
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in perusing your valuable paper and
i bading over the remarks made by such
noble men as we have lorfor our leadersleaden
my heart swells with gratitude to god
and I1 find a solace there also thegreat
amount of information that is gathered
from the four corners otof the earth is
good for digestion and proves such to
me on this lonely island ten thousand
miles from my grand mountain home
the reason foror my terming it lonely is
because of my being so larfar away from
home the island of tasmania vsis far-
ther away than others of the australian
group

I1 left my home in salt lake city au-
gust ixta 1895 arrived at my field of
labor the day of the following
month when our boat was fastened to
the wharf I1 had the privilegeofot looking
over the town of hobart I1 saw many
faces but they all seemed strange to me
and while in this condition many
thoughts passed through my mind
among the most important was if I1 was
not able to find my companion whom I1
was to travel with I1 would get on some
of the street corners and make myself
known

after about half an hours thoughtthoughti I1
went to the chief steward and asked him
to recommend me to an hotel he told
me I1 could stop at his place as he ran
the ship hotel I1 then repaired to the
place had dinner and three gentlemen
who came on the boat with me took waeme
around town and out to the botanical
gardens two miles from my stopping
place I1 had scarcely returned whenein
mr hughes the proprietor of the hotel
of which I1 was a guest called mr
smith yes sir was thebe response

here is another mormon from utah
he would like to see you my heart
was then made glad

I1mr hughes being the chief steward
at that time did business with mr johjohn
turner the people I1 have been staying
with ever since the first evening alterafter
my arrival and having occasionloA to call
at the above named place met one of
mr turners daughters who asked atea
how he liked the little mormontmormon boy
she then beldinheld in her arms id mormon


