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stand constantly before the face of our
Father in heaven, pleading their cause,
watching over tlhiem, and having
charge concerning them. .

I have spolen about the evil spirits
and the evil influcnces that fell with
Satan; but I have not mentionad that
glorious host of angels nnd pure spirits
that are at the righs hand of God our
Eternal Father, who are His agents,
who are ecarrying out His behests nnd
wha nre watching over His elect at all
times, lest they should strike their feet
against a stone. God takes care of us
and of all His children; and if we will
be faithful .unto Him, uo matter how
deop our afMlictions may bae, no matter
how heavy onr sorrows, no matter
though it may seem to us we will be
crushed to earth, God is stil) nesr un-
to us; His angels have charge con-
ecorning na, and we shall be saved and
delivered, und eventually exalted,it we
ara faithful to onr God. which I pray
for you all and myself, in the name of
Jesus Christ, amen.

AUSTRALASIAN MISSION.

I herewith forward you an
account of the anoual conference
of the Australasian mission, which
wns held at Te Hauke, a Maori
““pa,” or village, situated twenty-
seven miles southwest of the
town of Napier, N, Z. During
the past year the native Sainis
had buen looking forward with
great expectation to what they eall
the “hui tau,** or general eonfer-
ence; a8 they are mueh given to
gathering fogether in large nssem-
blies whenever they can have good
things to ent. However, other mo-
tives prompted them this time,
namely, to worship the Lornd.

On March 27th PPresident Paxman
arrived at the place of conterence,
having made a very successful visit
to all the districts on the island,
holding conferences and meetings
among the Saints and outsiders.

The following wecek was fully
gpent in drawing up reports, ete.,
and making arrangements for the
entertainment ot the large number
of people who would attend, The
diifercnt branches of the Hawkes
Bay distriet had each completed ar-
rangements to supply certain quan-
tities of food, ete. uring the week
they were cngaged in hauling in
loads of potntocs, flour, sweet pota-
toes, fish and firewood. The Saints
belongiog to the ““pa?? had also becn
busy, preparing houses in which to
sleep, eat and cook. Of course the
houses were not quite as modern as
those In Salt Lake City. They had
also prepared ovens in which to
bake bread and cook other food by
digging a large eircular hole in the
bank of a stream, the flooring being
lined with briek. Thistheycoverel
over, lenving only an aperture in
order to place the fuel in position,
and another in the roof to allow the
smoke to escape. When it wassuf-
ficiently heated the fire was with-
drawn, the bread, eskes, meat, ete.,
were placed In the heated bricks,
and the apertures closed up until

the food was cooked. This nrmnge—l

ment produred excellent bread. It
was quite n novel experience to us.

The younger members were like-
wire busy, but in another direction
practicing o seriea of dances an
songs with which to welcome the
Lisiting Saints. Each day small
companies of Saints arrived until
April 3rd, when the Eldersfrom the
North, accompanied by a large
number of patives, came in sight.
This was the sign for the young peo-
ple to prepare to greet them.

They formed two vompanies of
about fifty ench and marched out
for some distance from the “pa.?
When the visitors were within good
hearing distance, the first conipany,
which was principally composed of
females, commenced to sing their
“powhiri,” or song of welcome,
dancing and waving their arms in
unison, keeping time to the measure
of the song, and at each repetition
of the song they would dance hack-
wards towards the fpa,*’ the
vigitors advancing. Having kept
this up for some time the first com-

ny withdrew, and company No.

came to the front, They consisted
entirely of men who bad decorated
their fuces with red paint and pro-
vided themselves with imitation
Maori weapons. They nt once com-
menced a ‘haka.”” This partakes
somewhat of a war dance. The one
who can come nearest to making
liis tongue touch his ear, hls eyes
jumyp from their sockets and shout
the loudest Is constdered the leading
man. They algo cause their bodies
fo twist and take peeuliar shapes,
evidently with the intention of
frightening people away rather
than bid them welcome. This was
kept up for some time, when the two
harties united and with another var-
1ety of dance led the strangers into
the ““pa.” Thesame afterncon the
Elders and Saints fromthe southern
part of the island arrived. In the
evening a general meeting was held
at which a good spirit prevailed,
making us feel that everything was
prosperous for the conference.

The following day the Elders, in
company with the Saints from the
districts on the caat coast, arrived
and received a similar weleome. As
one year had elapred since the El-
dera met, you may imagine the good
time we had and the brotherly love
that was manifested. it wasa joy-
ous meeting. We had also to
“hongi,” or rub noses, with our
kind Maeri friends, and when it
wna over there was a genernl com-
piaint about ‘‘gore noses>—as the

reater the love the more severe is
he ordeal.

On Baturday, April #th, 1859, at
10 a.mn., the fourth annual con-
ference was called to order by Presi-
dent William Iaxman, who offered
the opuning prayer, in which he
dedicated all to the Lord, askin
that influences foreign to the Gospe
should be bound, so that peace,
unity and harmony m¥ht prevail,
He then addressed the iarge assem-
bly, saying, ““I greet you in the love
of Jesns C%n'lst, because you are the
chil lren of Ged. 1 rejoice because
wu have met in conferonce, and I
thank God for His mercies and bless-
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and hs P‘ﬁier than those who are not
in the Church—more like the child-
ren of God, Even as the Gospel
makes the Elders look different from
the white people in this land, o you
are different in aplpearance from the
other Maoris. he {rophet and
Saints are transacting the. business
of the Church in Zion today, as we
are. I am glad there are ro many
resent In excess of last year. The
‘hurch was orvganized - fifty-nine
yenrs ago with six members. To-
day it numbers hundreds of thou-
sands. We are living in the days of
the salvation and redemption of
Zion. I know this is the (hurch of
God; that the little stone is ro]linﬁ
and will fill the whole earth. 8houl
we not rejoice that we are members
of this Church? I know you do.”’

During the day the districts were
reported. In the past year there
has been an incrense of 748, or 237
over Inst year’s increase. The most
noticeable additions have “taken

Iace in the north, where 327 huve
n added. Itis a ncw fleld and a
great interest has been manifested.
The native population in that sec-
tion is about eight thousand. In the
middle and southern parts of the
igland it s different. When the
Gospel was first presented, aboub
five yearsago, large numbers flocked
to the Elders? call of repentance. A8
many as fifty orsixty were haptized
at a time. Now they bave gon®
back into theirold, careless ways;
and though the majority will admit
they helieve our principles, yet the,
put the Elders ofl' by saying, “Walt
a little; wewill come into the chureh
when we feel like it.2*

In theafternoon we were made
happy by the arrival of & company
of five new Elders direct from Zion-
Their names are Jos. Groesbeck, J-
H. Burton, Heber 8. Cutler, H. D
Haight and E. Johnsen. There
were many questions put to them
about things nt home.

At a Priesthood meeting in the
evening President Paxman said: ©'1
take pleasure in weleoming those
who haveagsembled together in the
fear of the Lord. I can tell youthat
there has never been a gatheripg ol
this island similar to this, and
know that the angels of God are wil
us, for God has a great interest 1D
us. having been ordained to HI®
Priesthood. I also  know that
Brothers Juseph and Hyrum 8ré
laboring in the work of God; and
although they arein thespirit worl
they are still interested in this grﬂ“f'
latter-dny work. The least nmol
you Is greaterin the sight of GO
than the greatest potentate. I am
thankful to be able'to present to yoU
the Book of Mormon,so that YO!
may read of the promises of Got
your futhers at the time when theY
were a white and delightsome g"";
ple. We are livinginthe days whet
those promises will be falfilled. Th'®
book will be the means of hringink
many to a knowledge of God, an d
feel in my heart to praise ﬂ“m
thank you for the work you ha'
done.” .

A financial report of the pl'iﬂt"“g
of the Book of Mormon wasl i
read and accepted. A numbe! ﬁ_
the “Rangnatiras®® spoke, comp

Ings to you. You all look brighter| menting the lders upon the hono"
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