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stand constantly before the face of our
father in heaven pleading their cause
watching over them and having
charge concerning them

I1 have spoken about the evil sspirits
and the evil influences that fell with
satan but I1 havechave not mentioned that
glorious host of angels and pure spirits
that are at the right hand of god our
eternal father who are his agents
who are carrying out his behestabehests and
who are watching over his elect at anall
times lest they should strike their feet
against a stone god takes care of us
and of all his children and if we will
be faithful unto him no matter how
deep our afflictions may bvbe no matter
how heavy our sorrows no matter
though it may seem to us we will be
crushed to earth god is still near un-
to us his angels have charge con-
cerning us and we shall be saved and
delivered and eventually exaltedif we
are faithful to our god which I1 pray
for you all and myself in the name of
jesus christ amen

australasian MISSION

I1 herewith forward you an
account of the annual conference
of the australasian mission which
was held at tote maukehauke a maoripaypa or village situated twenty
seven miles southwest of the
town of napier N Z during
the past year the native saints
had been looking forward with
greattereat expectation to what they calltthe hulhui tau or general confer-
ence as they are much given to
gathering together in large assem-
blies whenever they can have good
things to eat however other mo-
tives prompted them this time
namely to worship the lordon march president
arrived at the place of conference
having made a9 very successful visit
to all the districts on the island
holding conferences and meetings
among the saints and outsiders

the following week was fully I1

spent in drawing up reports etc
and making arrangements for the
entertainment of the large number
of people who would attend the
different branches of the hawkes
bay district had each completed ar-
rangementsrangements to supply certain quan-
tities of food etc during the week
they were engaged in hauling in
loads of potatoes flour sweet pota-
toes fish and firewood the saints
belonging to the palpa l had also been
busy preparing houseshou ses in which to
sleep eat and cook of course the
houses were not quite as modern as
those in salt lake city they had
also prepared ovens in which to
bake bread and cook other food by
digging a large circular hole in the
bank orof a stream the flooring beingbein
lined with brick this they covercoveredel
over leaving only an aperture in
order to place the fuel in position
and another in the roof to allow the
smoke to escape when it was suf-
ficiently heated the fire was with-
drawn the bread cakes meat etc
were placed in the heated bricks
and the aperturesapertures closed up until

the food was cooked this arrange-
ment produced excellent bread it
was quite a novel experience to us

the younger members were like-
wise busy but in another direction
practicinginiK a series of dances and
pongsbongs with which to welcome the
Llvisiting saints each day small
companies of saints arrived until
april 3rdard when the elders from the
north accompanied by a large
number of natives came in sight
this was the sign for the young peo-
ple to prepare to greet them

they formed two companies of
about fifty each and marched out
for some distance from the pa 11

when the visitors were within good
hearing distance the first company
which was principally composed of
females commenced to sing their

powhirl or song of welcome
dancing and waving their arms iinn
unison keeping time to the measure
of ththe song and at each repetition
of the song they would dance back-
wards towards the pa the
visitors advancing having kept
this up for some time the first com-
pany withdrew and company no
2 came to the front they consisted
entirely of men who hadbad decorated
their faces with red paint and pro-
vided themselves with imitation
maori weapons they at once com-
menced haka 111 1 thisa partakesakessomewhat of a war dance thehe one
who can come nearest to making
his tongue touch his ear his eyes
jump from their sockets and shout
the loudest is considered the leading
man they also cause their bodies
to twit and take peculiar shapes
evidently with the intention of
frightening people away rather
than bid them welcome this was
kept up for some time when the two
parties united and with another var-
iety of dance led the strangers kitointo
the pa 11 the same afternoon the
elders and saints from the southern
part of the island arrived in the
evening a general meeting was held
at which a good spirit preprevailed
making us feel that everything was
prosperous for the conference

the following day the elders in
company with the saints from the
districts on the east coast arrived
and received a similar welcome As
one year hadbad elapsed since the el-
ders met you may imagine the good
time we had and the brotherly love
that was manifested it was a Jjoy-
ous

OY
meeting we had also to

bongi 11 or rub noses with our
kind kaarlmaori friends and when it
was over there was a general com-
plaint about sore noses as the
greater the love the more severe is
the 0ordeal

on saturday april ath 1889 at
10 am the fourth annual con-
ference was called to order by presi-
dent william who offered
the opening prayer in which he
dedicated all to the lord askingaskin
that influences foreign to the gospelpe
should be bound so that peace
unity and harmony might prevail
he then addressed the large assem-
bly sayingsay I1 1I greet you in the love
of jesusje susaristchrist because you are the
chchildrenillren of god I1 rerejoicejoice because
we have met in conferenceference and I1
thank god for his mercies and bless-
ings to you you all look brighter

and happier than those who aream not
in the church more like the child-
ren of god even as the gospel
makes the elders look different from
the white people in this land so0o you
are didifferentff rent in appearance from the
other maorislaoris the prophet and
saints are transacting the business
of the church in zion today as WOwe
are I1 am glad there aream so many
present in excess of last year the
church was organized fifty nine
years ago with six members to-
day it numbers hundreds of thou-
sands we are living in the days of
the salvation and redemption of
zion I1 know this is the church of
god that the little stone is rolling zt

and will fill the whole earth shoushould
we not rejoice that we are members
of this church I1 know you do

during the day the districts were
reported in the past year there
liashas been an increase of or
over last yearsyearns increase the most
noticeable additions have taken
place in the north where have
been added it is a new field and fta
great interest has been manifested
the native population in that sec-
tion is about eight thousand in the
middle and southern parts of the
island it is different when the
gospel was first presented about
five years ago large numbers flocked
to the elders callcaltoftof repentance AS
many as fifty or sixty were baptized
at a time now they have gone
back into thetheiriroldold careless ways
and though the majority will adanadmit
they believe our principles yet they
put the elders off by saying 4 waitawalt
a9 little we will come into the church
when we feel like it

in the afternoon we were made
happy by the arrival of a company
of fiveve new elders direct from zion
their names are jos groesbeck J
H burton heber S cutler H ID

haight and E johnson there
were many questions put to them
about things at home

at a priesthood meeting in the
evening president said 1

take pleasure in welcoming those
who haveWernassembledbled together anthoin tue
fear of the lord I1 can teutell you that J
there has never been a gathering on
this island similar to this andan I1
know that the angels of god are witowith
us for god has a great interest 10

us having been ordained to ills
priesthood I1 also know that
brothers joseph and hyrum aj
laboring inthein the work of god anoand
although they are in the spirit worldhorld j

they are still interested in this greatgrefor

latter day work the least among
you is greater in the sight of GO

than the greatest potentate 1I av
thankful to be able to present to you
the book of mormon so that YOUya
maireadmay read of the promises of god tot
your fathers at the time when tholthey
were a white and dedelightsome areltpea
pieae we are living in the laysdays
those promises be fulfilled TWOtb
book will be the means of bringingbrin giD
many to a knowledge of god and I1A
feel in my heart to praise andaa
thank you for the work you havena
done

A financial report of the printingprin tiDe

of the book of mormon was thenane

read and accepted A number vof

the BangaRangatirastims spoke compa

the elders upon the honor


