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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

CHAPTER IN THE LIFE OF
COLUMBUS.

Apropos of the World’s Falr, aep &
matter of course, all Ameriorne and,
for that matter, aill elvilized people,
should be familiar with the lile of the
discoverer whoee great achievement is
the oocasion for the present extraor-
dinary celebratton, Ou the suppos-
ition that the reader 18 alresdy ac-
qualnted with much of this biograpby
we ofler the following detached
chapter as an jnleresting tocident of
the hero’s ljfe:

Afler blethird voyageto the new world
Columbue gent to the Bpanieb sover-
eigne apecimens of the beantliul pearie
bhe huod ulscovered on the cospt of
Paria acecompunied by an scoount of
1he cuast, and of his own glowing ex-
pectation of the newly fonpd jand
which wofierward proved to be the
muinlapu of Bouth America. Chuarle
0! ihe route were aleo pent and theee
fell iuto the bande of his Wost impiac-
able euemy. Tois wus Foneecs, di-
rector of lodisn gfisire §u  Bpaio,
Funevea impurterd tve informatlon to
Alonzo de (Yedo, & dJdaring anod un-
sorupuious ndveuturer who had re-
turned from a former veyayge to the
new  world, He aiw informed
blm of the difficulties throuvh
which Columbue was passing, of iac-
tiove apdgrubellions in the lsland and
Jealons suspreione ut home with which
even the Kibg's mwind was not uL-
tainted., He did ot concesl the fact
that he wus hilmeelf Jooking forward
with confideuce and eager sxpectanoy
to the Liual vowniull vl the adwmiial;
orthot be was fucllituting Lthat event
by every weans wilhin hie power,
legal or llegulk Ojeda furesaw nn op-
portunity of eell-agrandizelnent, Dot
only lbrouph officiuily seconding and
ussisting the ehaweful «fforte of
Columbus’ enemivs, hut by personsl
enturpriee Jo snutchiog the first fruits
of the tich peari fishieries aud gold
mines of the new world, which were
pledged by the crown to be Rept in-
viclute trom ftudividoal speculation.
Quntrary to this stipulation, Qjedn
was granled the piveiege ol Btiny
oul & private eulerprise tv ¢xplore the
eeast ol Poris and apy port of the pew
world not discovered prior to 1445,
Muny Weulihy persovs assisted Qjedn
in fittiug out bie fieet and msny au-
VYeDlurous men kecompanied the ex-
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pedin o, Awong the latter wae
Amerigo  Vespueei, whose se-
oount ot this voyage alerward

<caused hbis psme tuv be given to the
new contineut. When Holdan, who
was sent by Columbue Lo iuquire i to
the caupe for the presence of Qjeda tu
a distant part of the island of Haylti,
chlled upon the lutruder to give an ae-
couut of himeelf, he artfully promised
to visit apd teport 10 1the ndwirai him-
golf—a promise whicb he had no ides
of fulfiiling. VWhen mbext Leard from
he was petting himeelf up a» a leader
of & rebellious faotjvm in the distant
provinoe of Auragua. Upon learuiug
this Cuvlumbua agal., seut Roldao
agajinet him, this me with & fires of
armed wen, Ojeda retired to his shipe
but wus hrought to termsand promised
to return to Bpaiv, This pleuge wus
alsv broken and be was presenliy seen
in & remole part makjog up a urove of
alaves uf the poor nalives to be soid in
the slave markets of Spaio.

OJeda hed told Roldan that the
downfall of Qolumbues was nearat
hand and that leabella, his friend and
patronees, was sick unto death. The
severe difficuities which the ad-
miral (Columbue) had encountered

sibce hie flrst conception of the
greal  enterprise of discuvery,
aud the seeming bolduess with

which OJeda prosecuted hie piracy,
renderfed G e talenpparently provab’s,
Columbue wap grieved but still trusted
in the Justice and gratitude of bis
soverely 8. He congralutaled bimsel
upon havlpg succeesfully gueiled the
mutinjes of the island aud haviug
entablished a foundation of peace and
prosperity aud the pescefulsiibmissivo
of the nutives. He thought he could
see bis way clear for the prosecution of
bis lung-cherished design—a voyage of
explorution to the coast of Paria. lu
bie imagination it wae to be the toifijl.
m-nt of his greatest huopes. Beyond
that splendid coast of which he had
enught Just s glimpee, e cunfidenily
vEpected to tind 1he Grand Khan
whoee rich kingdom was tofurnish the
mighty wealth which wus t0 compen-
sate the Bpanish crown for ite beijef
in him, and which was t0 redeem,
agcording o his jervent vow, tue soly
repulcher in which the crusades al
past centuries hud { .lled. The dieams
uf Qolumbus could never bhave been
urpassed by the paradisv of Mahomel;
but the serpent in his Eden had always
been of no inpignificsnt Jimeneious.
His hopes and eplendid designs were
repratodly interrupled by his malictous
feen, And thus it bappened now,

Every sbip load o! returning voy-
agers to Bpain recoulited tales of uie-
appoin'ment; and ever wus repeated
the ungenerous, liheral charge
that the Columbues hrothers were of
foreign and commmon birth who there-
fore luved to duominate the bigh-horn
=003 of Bpaln. A pew slander began
t- eirculate ut court and reached the
rpenicious apd jeslous ear of Ferdi-
nand. ‘I'ble wae 10 the efiect that Col-
uwhbua deslgoed to threw efl” hie a].
legiance to Bpaiu spd wnake himeelf
srverelgn of the new worid or elss:
offer it to some other power., Foneeea
wna in favor at oourt ahd mavipulated
every suspicion, hint or alander 10 il
fuliest extent, lewuving nol a etone un-
turued that could accelerate the down-
full of the man whom he so unjustly
tiated.

It wae determined to send un in-
spector to Hispaniola te in vestigute the
aflajre of the felaud. This would have
been right bul jor the {njudicious
power entrusted in the chueen fuui-
viduai, and was in acecordance with the
expressed desjre of the admiral.

The man who wae appointed to this
office wae Francieco de Bobndella, an
1udigent and ambitious courtler. The
rewaru for hie eervices was tu be the
perrogalives and dignliies belouglog to
the admiral should he euccesd in
establishing gullt io him! He was,
however, ppmmanded to first inquire
inku the rebellions that had existed fu
the le]land and to punish such ss were
really guilty. He was then toinvesti-
uate, calmly and candidly, the conduot
of the wdmwiral, and to eslablish his
gulit beyond a qrestion or uoubt before
proceeding sgaivet him.

Artived at ihe ;sland, Bobadilla pro-
ceeded In  exactly Inverse order.
Columhbus was in the [oterior regulat-

ing 1te aftairs at the time of his arrival,
Boubadilla took adventage of his
absence, eeized the reine of goverg-
ment, eetublished bimeelf o he
admiral’s reeldence, took possession uf
all hls effects, including hls privatle
letters and manuoecriptes, and gave a
generous welcome o evYery maloon-
tent whn eould conjure a real or {nngjed
grlevanoe avainst the admiral, Nay,
complaint was even elcourageu and
amplifieq that the net of svidepce
might be woven so firmly around ite
vietim me loiosure his rulpy, establiph
tbe new goveroor in his usurped pusi-
tion apu screen  him againet the
deserved conesequences of. bls gwp
precipitate folly.

When the vnews of these proceedings
wae brought tu the eare ot Qolumbys
tie would not belleve that they were
Jone with the sroction o! the crownp:
nut the letters patent produced by thé
usurper eettled thie polut. Emtap.
rueped, grieved by the abrupt, loeuiting
manuer o which he tind been hurled
from hie position, he elowly and hym.
bly obeyed the urrogant BU LI MODR to
appear hefore Boubauilia. He hay pg
s0oner arrived at Ban Dom‘mgo, than
he war ordered to be put in ir,pg
Even his enemies were shocked ut 80
yreat ao fodignity belng thrust upon
the venerahle and dignitied mun, an
8il refuged to perform the dingruagety]
act of tustening the eb ckies, Ay jgag
A& mean Jomestio wap loxnd to Bocept
the tusk. It has been fruly saly thy
“ithere iz a noble ecorn which swe)jy
and supporta the heart, and silenoes
\ne tougue of the truly great whep
enduring the lusults of the unworlhy s
Tre superior dienity and virige o
Coinmbhue asserted itsell In hiw present
altuation. He bheard in asilent scorn
the old coharge of oOutruge upgp
Castilian prine hy Imposiy,
lavor upon  Bpunish  nDobles (,ﬁ
difficult times of emergency when tye
bullding of pubilc fortresses wye fm-
perative for public salety); o; limitiny
food allowsnees {When such wag the
only ealeguurd 8zsinst aotual plarvg.
tio J; ol preventivg the conversion gf
the vatives to Christinnity thag he
might enslave 1them loelead, whep ithe
truth wae that he objected (o thelr
baptismn without first having beep frat

instructed in the principles (f
Chrletian  falth, Elu WaS iais:ﬂ;
charged with having scereted poarje

abd gol 4 that belunged to the govery,.
ment, with tyranoy in quelling the
rebellions of the island, With peeret
batred of Bpauisrds, and with almeat
any loolish or malignant Eflevengs
that could be concocted.

1o colonizlug the island the hazard.
our plan of parduniog crimioals or
rather of commuting their semences
to transportation Lo the Dew world hay
heen udopted. What good could be
expected from & community of that
low, vulgar olsss? lt consieted of tpe
very dregs of roctety. Bhall the reputa-
tiob ot » mauo! Columbue’s hinh 1ype
rest upon the judement of such up Lhene?
Spain bAd 1hus flushed the jriavd with
miroreants of s#lt Klnde who were
jubliunt over this trinmph of fulse.
buod and viliainy, Base spirile who
bad stovd in awesf him while 10rtune
smiled npon him reviled apd ecoffed
at him nuw lnobalos. He bheard thelr
ribalury with a silentscorn and uld
pot deigp to retort or recriminate
either the vile rebeis or the miserable



