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fiva hundred and thirty dollars and four cenfs,
($51,248,530 04,) including interest on the pub-
lic debt, making an aggregate of seventy-four
million nine bundred and sixty-three thousand
fifty-eight dollars and forty-one cents, ($74,963,-

THE

-

quarter section, or 160 acres of land. The re-
mainder may then be disposed of at public, or
entered at private sale in unlimited quantities,
Speculation has of late years prevaied fo a
great extent in the public lands. The conse-

DESERET NEWS.

i il Tt

mand a different course. In all rases care ought
to be taken that the money granted by Congress
'shall be faithfully and economieally applied.

MORE TIME ASKED TO REVIEW BILLS.

A

B i i T W
that now the United States were about to pursue
the same course, and that, therefore, he and the
people of Utah had determined to resist all perse-

cution at the commencement, and that the troops
now on the march for Utah should not enter the

058 41,) leaving an estimated balance ir the trea- quence has been that large portions of them have
sury at the close of the present fiscal year of four become the property of individuals and com-
linndred and twenty-six thonsand eight hundr ed l| panies, and thus the price is greatly enhanced to
and seventv-five dollars and sixty-seven cents, those who desire to purchase for actual settle-
($426,875 67.) ‘ment. In order to limit the area of speculation

PUBLIC DEBT. 28 much as possible, the extinetion of the Indian

The amount of the public debt at the commence- | fitle, und the extension of the public surveys
ment of tlie present fiscal year was twenty-nine ' 0ught ouly to keep pace with the tide of emi-
millions sixty thousand three hundred and rivhty- gration,
six dollars and ninety cents, (§29,060,386 90.)" | 1f Cougress should hereafter grant allernate
Tae amount redeemed since the first of Jnly  Sections 1o Stafes or companies, as they have
was three million Eightihundra{i and ninplr-ﬁve!df’“ﬂ h”‘?mf“”** I_"E““'“’”E“d that the interme-
thousand two hundred and thirty-two dollars and | diate seclions retained by the government should
thirty-nine cents, (3,895,232 39)—leaving a bal- | be subject to pre-emption by am_uul FEIFIETE-
ance unredeemed at this time of twenty-five mil-| It .onght ever to be our cardinal policy to re-
lion one hundred and sixty-five thonsand one hnn- Serve the public Jands as much as may be for
dred and fifty-four dollars and fifly-one cents, actual seftlers, and this at inoderate prices. :
($25,165,154,51.)  shall thus not only bF:‘:t promote the prosperity of

AL RSl deni ey ‘the new States and Territories, and the power of

‘ _ . ‘the Uniou, but shall secure homes for our pos-
The amount of estimated expenditures for the terity for many generations.

remaining three quarters of the present fiscal year |

oy e 1S | INDIAN .8,
will, in all probability, be increased from the causes i
set forth in the report of the Secretary. His sug-

gestion, therefore, that authority should be given tribes of Indians. a large proportion of which are
to supply any deficiency by the issue ‘of a limited ' wild. untractable and difficult to econtrol.

amount of treasury notes, is approved, and I ac- - s e
: . tory and warlike in then disposi '
cordingly recommend the passace of such a law, | O 2" ' isposition’ and ‘habite

2 (it i3 impossible altogether to restrain them fro
TARIFF ov 1857,

: | commilting aggression on each other, as well
As stated in the report of the Secretary, the ypon our fiontier citizeps and those emigraling to

tariff of Mar"%h 3, 18?’?? has been in operation for | our distant States and Territories. Hence ex-
so short a period of time, and under cireumstarces pensive military expeditions are frequently ne-
so unfavorable to a just development of its results cessary to overawe and chastise the more lawleds
as @ revenue measure, that 1 should regard it s 4pd hostile.

inexpedient, at least for the present, to underteke| The presen! system of making them wvaluable

{s revision. | presents to influence them to remain at peace has
THE ARMY AND THE NAVY. proved ineffectual. sIt is believed to be the bet-
I transmit herewith the reportsmade to me by | ter policy to colonize them in suitable localities,
the Secrefaries of War and of the Navy, of fhe | lere they can receive the rudiments of educa-
Interior and of the Postmaster Generul. The¥ |tion and be vradvallv induced to adopt habits of
all contain valuable and important information and | industry. So far #s the experiment has been
suggestions which I commend to the favorable tried it has worked well in practice and it will
consideration of Congress. : 'doubtless prove to be less expensive than the
I have already recommended the raising of four pesent system. '

additional regiments, and the report of the Secre- |

tary of War presents strong reasons proving this | ritorial limits is believed to be, from the best

merease of t!”? army, under existing circum-  duta in the Interior Department, about 325.000.
stances, fo be indispensible.

I would call the especial attention of Congress
fo the recommendation of the Secretary of the
Navy in favor of the construction of ten small
war steamers of light draught.,  ¥or some years
the government has been obliged on many ocea-
sions to hire such steamers from individuals to
supply its pressing wants. At the present mo-
ment we have no armed vessel in the navy which |

in our jurisdiction many additional and populous

’
n

as

saws and Creeks, settled in the territory set apart
for them west of Arkansas, are rapidly advan-
cing in educalion and in all the arts of civilization
'and self-government and we may indulge the
agreeable anticipafion that at no verv distant
day they will be incorporated into the Union as
'one of the sovereign States.

'shall bave passed the House of Representatives
‘and the Senate, shall, before it becomes a law.’

Under the federal consfitution, ‘every bill which Great Salt Lake Valley. As he uttered these

words, all those present coneurred most heartily

. Rpiodl .1 1in what he said. The next day, as agreed upon
be approved and sigred by the Presidént; and, ;ri Jcalled upon the Governor.and delivered in per:

rot approved, he shall return it with his nh‘]eri:  son Lhe letters.with which F'bal been:entrusted:

1

We |

The extension of our limits has brought with-

Preda- |

The whole number of Indians within our ter- |

The tribes of Cherokees, Choctaws, Chicka- |

can penetrate the rivers of China. We have hut |
few which can enter any of the harbors south of
Norfolk, although many millions of foreign and
domestic commerce anonally pass in and out of
these harbors. Some of our mos!t valuable inter-
ests and most valnerable points are thus leit ex-
posed.

This class of vessels of light draught, great
speed, and heavy guns would be formidable in
coast defense. The cost of their construction

FOST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

tions to that house in which it originated.’
~order to perform this high and responsible dut
gutheient time must be allowed the President to
'read and examine every bill presented to him for
approval. Unless this be afforded, the constitu-
tion becomes a dead letter in this particular; and
even worse, it becomes a means of deception.—
' Our constituents, seeing the President’s approval
~and signature atteched to each act of Congress,
'are induced to believe that he has actunally per-
formed his duty, when, in truth, npothing is, i
. many cases, more unfounded.
From the practice of Congrass, snch an exam-
‘ination of each bill as the constitution requires,
‘has been rendered impossible. The most im-
portant business of euch session is generally
crowded into its last hours, ard the alternative
' presented to the President is either to violate the

'constitutional duty which he owes to the people,
'and approve bills, which, for want of time, it is
impossible he should have examined, or, by bis
‘refusal fo do this, subject the eountry and indi-
' vidnals to great loss and inconvenience.

\  Besides, a practice has grown up of late years
' to legislate in appropriation bills, at the last hours
Lof the session, on new and important subjects.—
This practice gonstrains the President, either to
| suffer measures to become laws which he does
not approve, or to incur the risk of stopping the
wheels of the government by vetoing an«appro-
| priation bill., Formerly, such bills were confined
to specific appropriations for carrying into effect
'existing laws and the well-established policy of

|

\the country, and little time was then required

' by the President for their examination.

. For my own part, I have deliberately deter-
'nined that I shall approve no bill which I have
‘not examined, and it will be a case of extreme
and most urgent necessity whichshall ever in-
|_dm:e me to depart from this rule. I therefore
respectfully, but earnestly, recommend that the
two hounses will allow the President at least two
‘days previous to the adjournment of each ses-
sion withm which no new bill shall be presented
|10 him for approval. Under the existing joint
‘rule one day is allowed: but this rule has been
 hitherto so consfantly suspended in | practice,
.that importaut bills continue to be presented to
 him up tll the very last moments of the session.
In a large majority ol cases no great public in-
. convenience can arise from the want of time to
‘examine their provisions, because the constitu-
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In that- interview, aund in several snbsequent

Ys | ones, the same determination to resist to the death

the entrance of the troops into the Valley was ex-
ressed by Governor Young and those about
iim. The Governor informed me that there was
abundance of everything I required for the troops,
such as lumber, forage, &e., but that none would
be sold to us.
In the course of my conversation with the Gov-
ernor and the influential men in the Territory, I

sy 10 s0ld them plainly and frankly what I coneeived

would be the resnlt of their present course. I
told them that they might prevent the small mili-
tary force now approaching Utah from getting
through the narrow defiles and rugged passes of
the mountains this year, but that next season the
United States government would send troops suffi-
cent to overcome all opposition. The answer to
this was invariahly the same, “We are aware that
such will be the ease, but when those troops ar-
rive they will find Utah a desert, every house will
be burned to the ground, every tree ecut down,
and every €eld lzid waste. We have three years?
provisions on hand, which we will ¢“cache’ and
then take to the mountains and bid defiance to all
the powers of the government.” [ attended their
service on Sunday, and in counrse of a sermon de-
livered by Elder Taylor, he referred to the ap-
proach of the troops and deeclared that they should
not enter the Territory. He then referred to the
probability of an overpowering force being sent
against them, and desired all persons who would
apply the toreh to their own buildings, cut down
their trees, and lay waste their fields, to hold np
their hands; every hand in an audience number-
ing over 4,000 persons was raised at the same
momeat. Duriug my stay in the city I visited
several families, and all with whom | was thrown
looked upon the present movement of the troaps

| towards their Territory as the commencement of

another religious persecution. and expressed a
fixed determination to sustain Governor Youngia
any measures he might adopt.

From all these facfs I am forced to the conelu-

 sion that Governor Young and the people of Utah

will prevent. if possible, the army for Utah from
entering their Territory this season. T'his,in my
opinion, will not be a difficult task, owing to the
lateness of the season, the smallness of our force,
and the defences that nature has thrown around

| the valley of the Great Salt Lake, There is but

. Tt will be seen from the report of the Post- tion has declared that if 'a bill be presented to

-master General that the Post Office Department|the President within the last ten days of the ses-

¥
i

t

|

been compelled @ do for several years past, for|approval or with a veto,
an important portion of the means of sustaining be a law.’

 and extending its operations. Their rapid growth
'and expansion are shown by a decennial ‘state-
-ment of the number of post offices and the
Jlength of post roads, commencing with the vear

! 1827. 1In that vear there were 7.000 post offices;

It may then lie over, arnd be taken
up and passed at the next gession. Great incon-
venience would only be experienced in appropri-
ation bills; but fortunately, under the late ex-
cellent law sllowing a salary, instead ol a per
diem, to members of Congress, the expense and

|

still continues to depend on the treasury, as it has | sion he is not required to return it, either with an | e
in which case it snall not ! 8

‘one road runuing into the valley on the side which

our troops are approaching, and for over fifty
miles it passes through narrow kanyons and over
red mountains, which a small force could hol i
aguinst great odds. I am inclined, however, to
believe that the Mormons will not resort to actual
hostilities until the last moment. Their plan of
operations will be to burn the grass, cut up the
roads and stampede the animals, so as to delay
the troops until snow commences to fall, which

will not be great, and they will require but a com-

paratively small expenditure to keep them in ﬂum-l. m 1857, 11,177: in 1847, 15,146; and in 1857

‘inconvenience of a called session will be greatly |

wili rerder the road impassable, Snow falls early

reduced. in this regiony in fuct, Jast night it commenced

mission. In time of peace they will prove as ef- |
fetive as much larger vessels, and often more
useful. ~ Oue of them should be at every statisn
where we maintain a squadron, and three or four
shonld be constantly employed on our Ailantic
and Pacific coasts. Economy, utility, and «{f-
ciency combine to recommend them as almost in-
dispensible. Ten of these small vessels would be
of incalenlable advantiage to the naval service, and
the whole cost of their coustrnztion wonld not ex-
ceed 1wo million three hundred thousand dollars,
or $230,000 each.

REFORT OF THE EECRETARY OF INTERICOR.
The report of the Secretary of the luterior is
worthy of grave consideration. It tieats of the
numerous, important, and diversifi-d branches of

domestic administration entrusted to him by law. | ),a year, including the annual allowances for the |

Among these the most prominent are the public
lands and our relations with the Indians.

PUBLIC LANDS.
Our system for the disposal of the public Jands,

originating with the fathers of the republic, lias | Angnst 18, 1856, and by the appropriation of
been improved as expeiience pointad the way, $666.883 made by the act of Mareh 3, 1857, |

thewv number 26,580,

In this year 1,725 post!

‘ued, leaving a met increase of 1,021. The
postmasters of 368 offices are appointed by the
| President.
' The length of post roads in 1827 was 105.-
336 miless in 1837, 141.242 miles; ju 1847,
153,818 miles; and In the year 1857 fhere are
242,601 miles of post road, including 22,530
' miles of railroad, on which the mazils are trans-
'ported.

The expendifures of the departinent for the
fiscal year ending on the 30th June, 1857, as ad-

|jnsted by the Auditor, amounted to 11.507,670.

"T'o defray these expenditures there was to the

:crmit of the cle]m'rlmen

t on the 1st of July,
1856, the sum of $7H0,

099; the gress revenue of

transportation  of {ree mail matter produced
'$8.053,951; and the remainder was supplied by
| = *

‘the appropriation from the treasury of §2,250,-
1000, granted by the act of Congress approved

'offices have been established and 704 discontin- |

DISTRICT OF COLUMIIA.

i cannot conclude without commending to|;,
your favorable consideration the iuterests of the

| people of this Distriet.  Without & representa-

tive on the floor of Congress, they have for this |

 very reason peculiar claims upon our justregurd

'To this I know, from my long acquaintance with

“them, they are eminently entitled.
JAMES BUCHANAN.
Wasnincron, December 8, 1857.

falling at Fort Bridger, and this morning the sur-
rounding mountaing are clothed in white. Were
one mouth earlier in the season I belizve the
troops conld force their way in, and they may be
able 1o do so even now; but the attempt will be
fraught with considerable danger arising from the
filling up of the kanyonus and passes with snow.
' 1 do not wish it to be considered that I am adve-
caling either the one course or the other. Isimply
wish to lay the facts before the General, leaving
it to liis better judegment to decide upon the prop-

1 FThE N . |ermovements. Notwithstanding my inability to
Capt. VB.JI VlElt_B Official Account of his | make the purchase I was ordered to, and all that
Visit to Utah, Gov. Young said in regard to opposing the en-

Hax’s Forx, Sept. 16, 1857.

Carrain—I have the honor to report, for the
information of the Commanding General, the re-
sult of my ‘rip to the Territory of Utah,

In obedience to special instructions, dated
Headquarters Army for Utah, Fort Leavenworth,
July 28, 1857, I left Fort Leavenworth July 30,
and reached Fort Kearney in nine traveling days,
Fort Laramie in ten, and Great Salt Luke City in

and gradually adapted to the growth and settle- | leaviug $252,763 1o be carried to the credit of the | Lhirty-three and a half. At Fort Kearney I was
ment of our western States and Territories. It Dapartment in the account of the current vear.|detained one day by the changes I had to make
has worked well in practice. Already thirteen |I commend to your consideration the report of and by sickness, and at Fort Laramie three days,
States and seven Territories have beeu carved out  the department inrelation fo the establishment | asall the animals were forty miles from the post,
of these lands, and still more than a thousand  of the overland mail route from the Mississippi and when broughtin al had to be shod before

millions of acres remain unsold. What a bound-
less prospect this presents to our country of fu-
ture prosperily and power.

We have heretofore disposed of 363,562,404
acres of the public land.

Whilst the public lands as a source of revenue
are of great importance,#heir importance is far
greater as furnishing homes for a hardy and inde-

pendent race of honest and industrius citizers, |

who desire to subdue and cultivate the soil. They
ought to be administered mainly with’ a view of
promoting this wise and benevolent policy.
appropriating them for any other purpose, we
ought to use even greater economy than if they
had been cenverted into money and the preeeeds
were already in the public treasury. To squunder
awaythis richest and noblest inheritanee which any
people have ever enjoyed upon objects of doubt-
ful constitutionality or expediency, would be to
violate one of the most important trusis ever
commitied to any people. Whilst I do not deny
10 Congress the power, when acting bona fide as
a proprietor, to give away poriions of them for
. the purpose of increasing the value of the re-
mainder, yet, considering the great temptation to
abuse this power, we cannot be too cautious in
this exercise.

Actual settlers under existing laws are protect-
ed against vther purchasers at the publie sales, in
their right of pre-emption, to the extent of a

\river to San Francisco, California. The route
ywag selected with my full concurrence, as fhe
~one, in my judgment, best calenlated 1o attain
the important objects contemplated by Congress.

ECONOMY RECOMMENDED,
The late disastrous monetary revulsion may
 have one good effect should it eanse both the gov-
'ernment and the people to return to the practice
of a wiseand judicious economy both in pub-

(lic and private expenditures.
| An overflowing treasury has led to habits of

| It has indueed Congress 1o make large appropria-
 tions to oljects for which they never would have
 provided had it been necessary to raise the amount
of revenuerequired o meet them by increased
taxation or by loans. We are now compelled to
pause in our career, and scrulinize our expen-
| ditures with the utmost vigilance, and in per-
| forming 1his duty, I pledge my co-operation to
the extent of my constitutional competency.

It oughtto be 6bserved at the same time that
the public economy does not counsisf in withhold-
ing any means necessary fo accomplish import-
ant national objects intrusted to us by the con-
stitution, and especially such as may be necessa-
ry for the common defence.
of the country it is our duty to confine our ap-
propriations to objects of that character, unless
in cases where justice to individuals may de-

N

In the present crisis ! &

they could 1ake the road. Itraveled as rapidly
as I' was possible to do with six mule wagons.
Several of my teams broke down, and at least
half of my animals are unserviceable, and will re-
main so until they recruit.  During my progress
towards Utah I met many people from that Ter-
' ritory, and also several mountsin men at Green
\1iver, and all informed me that I would not be al-
lowed 10 enter Utah, and if I did, I would run
| greal risk of losing my life. 1 treated all this,
however, as idle talk; but it induced me to leave

this side of the ecityv. and proceed zlone.
| 1 reached Great Sult Lake City without mo-

'lestation, and immediately upon my arrival I in-|

' formed Gov. Brigham Young that I desired an in-
ferview, which he appointed for the next day.

On the evening of the day of my arrival, Gov. |

Young, with many of the leading men of the city,
-called upon me at my quarters. The Governor
received me most cordiully, and treated me daring
my stay, which continued some six days, witl
the greatest hospitality and kindness. In this in-
terview the Governor made known to me his
views with regard to the approach of the United
States troops i plain and unmistakeable lan-
uage.

He sialed that the Mormons had been perse-
culed, murdered and robbed in Missouri and 1lli-

nois, both by the mob and State authorities, and

trance of the troops into the valley, I examinved
the country in the vicinity of the city, with a
view of selecling a proper military sitel T vizited
the military reserve—Rush Valley— but found it,
in 1y opinion, entirely unsuitable for a military
station. It contains but little grass, and is very
much exposed to the cold winds of winter, its
youly adyantage being the close proximity of fine
| woods it is too far from the city, being between
forty and filty miles, and will require teams four
days to go there and return. Iexamined another
point on the road to Rush Valley, and only about
thirty miles: from the ecity, which I consider a
'much more eligible position. It isin Tuelle Val-
'ley, three miles to the north of Tuelle City, and
poss=sses wood, water, and grass, but is occupied
' by Mormons, who have some sixty acres under
' enltivation, with houses and barns on their land.
| These persous would have to be dispossessed, or
bought out. 1In fact, there is no place within
forty, fifty or six'y miles of the cily, suitable for
a military position, that is not occupied by the
jinhabitan!s and under cullivation. Finding that
I could neither inake the purchases ordered to,
nor shake the apparent determination of the peo-

|

In{nrodig: lity and extravagance in our legislation.— | my wagons and escort at Ham’s Fork, 143 miles [ plode resist the anthority of the Tnited Stes, il

{ left the city and returned to my camp on Ham’s
{Fork. On my return I examined the vicinity of
' Fort Bridger, and found it a very suitable posi-
- tion for wintering the troops and gruzing the ani-
mals, should it be necessary to stop at that point.
The Mormons occupy the fort at present, and
also have a settlement about {en miles further up
Black’s Fork, called Fort Supply. These two
 places contain buildings sufficient to cover nearly
'half the troops now en route for Utah, but I was
‘informed that they wounld all be laid in ashes as
the army advances. I have thus staled fully the
result of my visit to Utah, und trusting that my
conduct will meet the approval of the command-
ing General, I am, very respectfully, yonur obedi-
ent servant, STEWART VAN VLIET,
Capt! A. Q. M., U. S. Army.
Carr. A. PLEAsoNTON, A. Asst. Adjt. Gen. Army
for Utah, Fort Leavenworth.




