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five hunhundredred and thirtyioldollarslol lars and four cents
04 includinging interest on the pub-

lic debt making an aggregate of seventy four
million rlninei ne hundred and sixty three thousand
fifty eight dollars and forty one cents

41 leaving an estimated balance ir the trea-
sury

I1

at the close of the present fiscal year of fourfoun t

hundred and twenty six thouthanthousandsandrand eight dundrhundredEA I1

and seventy hivefive dollars and sixty seven cents
67gt

I1 PUBLIC DEBT

the amount of the public debt at fhethe commence-
ment

nce
of timetireth present fiscal year was twenty nine

niimillionsnil lions sixty thousand three hundred and y
sixpix dollars and ninety cent 9

tiietiletole amount redeemed incesinces the first of july
was three million and ninety hivefive
thousand two hundred andfind thirty two dollars and
thirty ninenitie cents 3 39 leaving a bal-
ance unredeemed at this time of twenty five mil-
lion one hundred andind sixty five thousand

lreairpabedirea and fifty four dollars and fifty one centcents

i TREASURY NOTES TO BE ISSUED
t ththee amount of estiestlestimatedmatedmaled expenditures for the
remaining three quarters of the present fiscal year
will inellin allali probability hebe indreaincreaseded from ohp causes
set forth in the report of the secretary his sug-
gestion therefore that antautauthorityhority should be gighenen
to supply any deficiency by the issue of a limited
amount of treasury notes is approved and I1 ac-
cordingly recommend the lascazepasaekae ofbf such a law

i TARIFF OFor 18571657
As stated in the report of the secretary the

barifftariff of march 3 1857 has been in operation for
so short a period of time and under

tsoiso unfavorable to a ajustjust development of its results
isas a9 revenue measure that I1 should regard it as
inexpedient at least for the present to undertake
atsts revision

THE ARMY AND THE NAVY
I1 transmit herewith thetile reports made to me by

itheithe secretaries of war and of the navy of I1 he
interior andarid of the postmaster general theirthey
all contain valuable and important information aandnd
suggestions which I1 commend to the favorable
conCODconsideration of congress

I1 haveha e already recommended the raising of four
additional regiments and tilethe report of the secre-
tarylary of war presents strong reasons proving thistills
increase of the army under existing circum-

stances to be indispensable
I1 would call the especial attention of congress

to the recommendation of the secretary of tilethe
navy inin favor of the construction of ten small
war steamers of light draught Fforor some yearyearss
the government haslies been obliged oilon many occa-
sionssious to hire such steamers from individuals to
supply its pressing wants at the present mo
ment we have no armed vessel iiiiri the navy which I1

can penetrate the rivers of china we havellave but
few which can enter any of the harbors south of
norfolk although many millions of foreign and
domestic commecommerceicoice arinannuallynally pass in and out of
these harbarharborsbors somesoine of our most valuable inter-
ests andarid most vulnerable points are thus iettjett ex
posed

tillsthis class of vessels of light great
speed aridand heavy guns would be formidable inill j

coast defense the cost of their construction
will not be great allaliand they will require but a comearn
piatpratpanparivelyalively small expenditure to keep them in comcorn

j ision in timelime of peace they will prove as ef-
fective as much larger vesveselvesselel and often more
useful one of them should beatwat every stall imiINI
wheerewewe maintain a and three or four
shshouldid be constantly employed on our atlantic
and pacific coasts economy utility andarid effi

clencychency combine to recommend them as almost iiin
dispensable ten of these small vessels would be I1

of incalculable advantage to the naval service andarid
lleilethe whole cost of their constructiontion would notbotexex

aeed twoiwo million three hundred thousand dollarsdollar
aror each

11i REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF
i the report of filethe secretary ofot the interior I1Isis

worthyakworthy of grave consideration it of tb e
numerous important and diversifydiver sifi d branches of
domestic

I1
administration entrusted to him by law

among these the most prominent are tiietilethe public
landslinds and our relations with the lidiidindiansianslans

PUBLIC LANDS
our system for the disposal of the public lands

originatingI1 with the fathers of the republic has
been improved as experience pointed the way
andnd gradually adapted to the growth and settle-
ment of our western states audand territories it
haslies worked well in practice already thirteen
states andadd seven territories have been carved out
otof these lands and still more than a thothousandusand
iliffmillionslions of acres remain unsold what a boun-

dless prospect this presents to our country of fu
turp prosperity andarid power

we have heretofore disposed of
acres of the public land

whilst the public lands as a source of revenue
1
are of great importance is19 far
greater as furnishing homes for a hardyhartly aniand indeirde
pendent race of honest andarid industrious citicitizens
who desire to subdue and cultivate thellie soil they
ought to be administered mainly with a view ofif
promoting this wise and benevolent policy in
appropriating them for any other purpose we
ought to use even greater economy than if theytiley
hadbad been converted into momoneyneylandland the proceeds
were already in thefile public treasury to squander
awayawbythis richest and noblest inheritance which ananyans
people have ever enjoyed upon objects of doubt-
ful

t
constitutionality or expediency would be to

violate one of the most important trusts ever
committed tofo any people whilst I1 do not deny
to congress the power when acting bona jidefide as
a proprietor to give away porparportionsionslons of themhem for
the purpose of increasing the value of the re
baindermamma inderder yet considering the great temptation to
abuse thistills power we cannot be too cautious iuin
this exercise

actual settlers under existing laws are protect-
ed against other purchasers at the public sales in
their right of preemptionpre emption to tilethe extent of a

quarter section or acres of land the I1 e
gainderina inder maxmemay ilenilealientherl be disposed of at public or
entered at private sale in unlimited quantities

speculation has of late years prevailed lo10 a
great extent in thetile public lands the conse-
quence ilashas been that large portions of them have
become the property of individuals andarid com-
panies

i

and thus the price is greatly enhanced to
those who desire to purchase for actual settle-
ment in order to limit the area of speculation
ess much as possible tilehie extinction of tilethe indian
illielille and the extension of the public surveys
ought orlyonly to keep pace with the tide of emi-
gration

itif congress should hereafter grant alternate
sections to states or companies as they have
done heretofore I1 recommend that heflip

diate sections retained by the government should
be subject to preemptionpre emption by actual settlerssellers

it ever to be our cardinal policy top re-
serve tilethe public landfinds as much as may be for
actual settlers and thistills at momoderatedehatedetate prices we
shall thus not only best promote the prosperity of
the itelienew statestates and territories and the power of
the union but shall siiresecure homes for our pos-
terity for many generations

I1

INDIAN TRIBES

the extension of our limits haslies brought with-
inI1 our jurisdiction many additional and populous

j tribes of indians a larelarge proportion of which are
wild andane difficult to controlcon troiliol preda-
tory

I1

ory andwid warlike in theirtheil disposition and habithabits
I1 it iiis impossible altogether to restrain them from
committing on eachpach other as well as
upon our frontierfionflon tierlier citterscit andtand bosethose emiemigratinggraing to
our distant states and territories hence ex-
pensive military expeditions are frequently ne-
cessary to overaweoverawe andarid chaschastisetise the more lawless

I1 andard hostile I1

the present system of making them valtinvaluableblebie
presents to lilitiinfluencefluence themth em to remain at peace has
proved ineffectual itt isis believed to be tilethe bet-
ter policy to colonize them in suitable localities
wllwilwhereere they cancall receive thehe rudiments of educa-
tiontio and be v raraduduallyaly induced to adopt habits of
industry so far as the experiment haslies been
tried it hashes worked well in practice and it will
doubtless prove to be less expensive than the
peeiltelit system

the whole number of indians within our ter-
ritorialritorial limits is believed to be from the hestbest
data in the interior department about

i the grilies of cherokees choctaws chicka-
saws and creeks settled jnin the territory set apart
for them west of arkansas are rapidly advan-
cing

avan
in education and in all the artsara of civilization

andud self government and we may indulge the
agreeable

1
anticipation that at no veryverv distant

day theythay will be incorporated into hetile union as
one of the sovereign states

rostPOST OFFICE department
ttit will IPbe seen iromfrom the report of the post-

master general that the postofficepost office department
still continues to depend on the treasury as it has
been compelled 0 do for several years past for
an important portion ofor thefile means of sustainssussustainingtaini rigtig
and extend ing its operations their rapid growth
and expansion are hown by a decennial state-
ment of the number of postcost offices and the
length of post roads commencing with the vearyear
18271527 in that vear there were 2000 post officesq
inin 1837 in 1847 and inn 1857
they number inn thithis yearyein 11725 post
offices have been established aridand discondiscontin-
ued

tirltiri
leavingleavin a net increase of 1021 1Irh e

postmasters of offices are appointed by the
Prpresidentident

ohp length ofbf post roadsroad in 1827 was
milemlle in 1837 milemlle in 1847

miles and in tiiefile year5 ear 1857 bemhemhera are
miles of post road includingb

milesmilea d0 f railroadidilrall road aonI1 i which the mails are trans-
ported1 arted

the e of the appartdepartmentm ent for the
fiscal year ending oilon the 30 th june 1857 aas ad-
justed by the auditor bamolamoamountedtinted to
to defray these expenditures there was ito0 thetile
crad t of the department oilon ththee I1 st of july
1856 the sum of the gress revenue oeof
the year including she annual allowances for the
transportation of free mail matter produced

and the remainder was supplied by
the appropriation from thehe treasury of

granted hvbv tietlethe act of congress approved
annist 18 1856 and by the appropriation ofor

modmad by the act of march 3 18571657
leaving lo10 be carried to fliehie credit of thetile
department in the account of the current year
I1 commend to your consideration the report of
the department in relation to the establishment
of the overland mail routeroule from the mississippi
river to san francisco california the route
was selected with my full concurrence as thehe

I1 one inin myray judgment bebiheal calculated to attain
hethe important objects contemplated by congress

ECONOMY COMMENDEDrecommendedKE

the lafelate disastrous monetary revulsion may
have one foodgood effect should it causecane both the gov-
ernment and thefile people to return to the practiceticefice
of a wise and judicious economy both inin pub-
lic and private expenditure

allan treasury has led to habitsbabits of
r anandd extravagance in pur legislation

it ilelieliasilassiinducedd congress to make large appappropria-
tions

opria
to0 o objects for which they never would have

I1 provided hadbad it been necessary to ralsaraisa the amount
I1 aoff revenue required to meet them by increased
taxation or by loans we are now compelled to
pause in our career and scrutinize our expen-
dituresi with the utmost vigilance and in per-
forming1 thiatills duty I1 pledge my cooperationcooperation to

I1 the extent of mymy constitutional competency
it ought lo10 be observed at the same time that

the public economy does not consist in withhold-
ing any meansmears cesarynecessaryie to0 o accomplish import-
ant national objects in trusted to us by the con-
stitutionution and especially such as may be necessa-
ry

necesa
for tilethe common defence in the present crisis

of the country it is our dudutyritocitoy to confine our ap-
propriations to objects of that chatercharacter unless
in cases where justice to individuals may de

mananandd a different eqcourseurse in care ought
to be taken that the money granted by congress
shall be faithfully and economically applied

nobeMORE TIMEtible ASKED TO review BILLS

under the federal constitution every bill which
shall havehake passed the house of representatives
anandd the senate shall before it becomes a law
be approved and signedsigred by the president and if
notrot approved he shall return it with his objec-
tions to thatfilet house in which it originated in
order to perform this high and responsible duty

time must be allowed the president to
read and examine every bill presented to himfilm for
approval unless this be afforded the constitu-
tion becomes a dead letter in histhis particular and
even worse it becomes a means of deception
our constituentsconstituents seeing the presidents approval
and signature aattachedt to each act of congress
are induced to believe that he has actually per-
formed his duty I1 when in truthruth nothing is in
many cascaes more unfounded

from the practice4 of congressCongresgras kiichsijsit cb ain exam-
ination of each bill as the constitution requires
has bebeenen rendered impoimpossiblesible the most im-
portant

in
business of each session is generally i

crowded into itsirs last hours ard the alternative
pi resented to the president is either to violate tilethe
constitutional duty which he owes to thehe people
and approve bills which for want of time it is
impossible he should have examined or by 1lisils

refusal to do this subject the country aandnd indi-
viduals

indi-n
to great loss and inconvenience

besides a practice has grown up of late years
to legislate in appropriation bills atheathaat the last hours
of the session ouon new and important subjects
this practice vonjonconstrainsconstrainsstrains thehe preaPreppresidentident either to
susufferfrer measuredmeasmeasuresurel to become laws which liehe does
not approve or to incur the risk of stopping ibe
wheels ofor the government by vetoing
privationpria aiontion bill formerly such bills serewereverp confined
to specific appropriations for carrying into effect
existing lawslas and the well established policy of
the country and little timelime was henthen requiredi red
by the presidentpresident for theinther

1

examination
for my ownowlI1 part I have deliberately deter-

minedin that I1 sshallshailh allail approve no bill which I1 have
not examined and it will ie a case of extreme
and most urgent necelnecessitygitysity which shai ever in-
duce me to depart from this rule I1 therefore
respectfully but earnestly recommend ilatbathatflat the
two houses will allow thetile presidentilent at least two
days previouspreldousellous to thefhe adjournment of each ses-
sion within which no new bill shall be presented
to him for approval under the existing jintjoint
rule one day is allowed but this ruleruierue has been
hithhithertoeitoelto POso constantly suspended in i practice
that important bills continued to be presented ttoato
himlillin uptip till tilethe very last moments of the sessionsession
in a large majority ol01 cases no great public in-
convenience can arise from the want of timelima to
examine their provisions bbecauseecause thein constitu-
tion liashas declared that jfif a bill be presented to
the president within the last ten days of theibe ses-
sion he is not required to return it eitherelther wilh allan
approval or with a veto in which case it snail not
be a law it may then lie averover andardand be taken
up and passed at the next session great incon-
veniencevenvenilencoiencoeneeence would only be experienced inin appropri-
ation bills but ffortunately under tilethe late ex-
cellent law pl lowing a salary dinstinsteadad ol01 a per
diem to members of Concongressgriss the expense and
inconvenience of a called slsessionessiessl on will be greatly
reduced I1

DISTRIDISTRICTCp OF CgCOLUMBIALUMBIA i

I1 cannot conclude without commending to
your the interests of the
people of hisibis district without a representa-
tive on the floor of congress they havellave for thistilis

toveryerypry reayeareasonon peculiar claims upon our jus
to thishis I1 know from my long acquaintance with
them theyare eminently entitled

i JAIMEjamrsjames BubBUCHANANHANAN
washingtonwashingtoi december 8 1857

captCapcaptiantVanvan vleita official account of his
visitvis it to utah

hausHAMS FORK sept 16 18571837
CAPTAIN I1 have the honor to report for the

information of the commanding generalGeneralthethe re-
sult of my rip to the territory of utah

in obedience to special instructions dated
headquarters army for utah fort leavenworth
july 28 1857 1I left fort leavenworth july 30
and reached fort kearney in nine traveling days
fort laramieLaraniieanile in tellten and great salt lake city in
thirty three and a half at fort kearney I1 was
detained one day by the changes I1 had to make
andnd by sickness and at fort laramie three ddaysay
as all the animals were forty miles from the post
and when brought iuin a I1 had to be shod before
they could takelake the road I1 traveled as rapidly
as iit was possible to do with six mule wagonswagons
several of my teamsteems broke down and at least
half of my animals are unserviceable and will re-
main so until thetheyy recruit during my progressI1towards utah I1 met many people from that terr-
itory and ainoaltoaloaio several mountain men at green
ilverliv erandand all informed me that I1 would not be al-
lowed to enter utah and if I1 did I1 would ruurim
great risk of losing my lifefire I1 treated all this
however as idle talk but it induced me to leaiealeabo
my wagons and escort ntat hamsharris fork miles
this side of tilellie city and proceed alone

I1 reached Great salt lake city without mo-
lestationle andarid immediately upon my arrival I1 in-
formed gov brigham young that I1 desired an in-
terview

in-
ter

in-
terviewterler view which liehe appointed for the next dadayY
on the evening of the day of my arrival gov
young with many of thetile leading men of the city
called upon me at mymy quarters the governor
received me most cordially andarid treated me during
my stay which continued some sixix days with
thefile gregreatestadest hospitality and kindness in this inill

the governor made known to me lishisils
views with regard to the approach of the united
states troops iain plain and lan-
guage

an

ilehe statedslated that the mormonscormons had been perse-
cuted murdered and robbed in missouri and illiiii 1

nois both by the mob and state authorities andband

that now the united states were about to pursue
the same coursecours and that therefore liehe anduha
people of utah had determined to resist all perse-
cution at lleileliethe commencement and that tilehie troops
now on the march forfar utah should not enter tiiethe
great salt lake valley As helie uttered these
wawordsads all thoethose present concurred most heartily
in what ilehe said the next day as agreed upon
I1 caled uuponp on the governor and delivered in per-
son the letters with which I1 had been entrusted

jnin that interview and in several subsequent
ones the same determination toforeitresireltreitresitt to the death
the entrance of the troops into the valley was ex-
pressed by governor young and those about
FMhimbim the governor informed me that there wewasis
abundance of everything I1 required forcor the troops
sucsuesuchit fasis lumberhimber forafareforagee ac but that none would
be ssoldid to u

in the course of my conversation with the gov-
ernor andanti the influential men in the territory I1

P

told them plainlyy and frankly what I1 concconceivedelved
would be tirethe result of their present course I1
told them that they might prevent tilethe small mili-
tary force now approaching utah from getting
through tilethe narrow defiles and rugged passes of
thehe mountains thisibis year but that next seasonseason tle0tiee
united statesstites government would send troops
cent to overcome all opposition the answer to
this was invariably the same we are aware that
such will be the case buthut when those troops ar-
rive they will find utah a desert every house will
beje burnedburned to the ground every tree cut down
and every feidgeldffeldgeldeldeid iridlaid waste we have three years
provisions on hand which we will cache and
thenrhen take to the mountainsains andarid hidbid defiance to ailall
tilefilehe powers of the government I1 attended their
service on sunday and in course of a sermon de-
livered by elder taylor helie referred to thetile ap-
proach of the troops andarid declared that theytiley should
notdot enter the territoryTeni torytors aethen referred to tilethe
probability of allan overpowering force being sent
aagainstaidi ct them and desired all personse a ns who would
apply the torch to theirheir own bbuildings

ili cut down
their trees and lay waste their fields to hold uplip
their hands everaevery hand in an audience number-
ingin over parsonspersons was raised at the same
moment during my stay in the city I1 Vvisited
several families and all with whom 1I was thrown
looked upon the present movement of the troops
towards their territory as the commencement of
aanother religious1 persecution and expressed a
fixed determination to sustain governor young iila
any measures behe might adopt

from allail11 these facts I1 am forced to fliehe conclu-
sionionlon that governor young aridand the people of utah
will prevent if possible the army for utah fromam
entering their territory iffilli season this inin my
opinion will hot be a difficult task owing 16 the
lateness of thetile season the smallness of our force
and the defensesdefencesde fences that nature ilesilashaslies thrown around
the valley of the great salt lake there is but
one road rtinrunningning into the valley on the side which
our troops are approaching and for over fifty
miles it passes through narrow kenyons andadd over
ruggedI1 mountains aichwhich a smallsmail force could hollhoil
against great odds I1 am inclined however to
believe that the mormonscormons will notlot resort to actual
ho-stilities until thetile last moment their plan of
operations will be to burn thetiie grass cut up tilethe
roads and stampede illellie animals so ps to delay
the troops until snow commences to fall which
will rendertender the road impassable snow ffallsails early
jnill thisibis region in fact last night it commenced
fallingfailing at fort bridger andarid this morning the sur-
rounding

sur-
roundround ng mountains are clothed in whitewhile were
iiie one month earlier in the season I1 believe thetho
troops coiled foroeforce their way in and they may be
abieable to do so even now but the attempt will be
I1raughtfraught iawithith considerable danger arising from lbthee

1 filling up of the kenyons and passes with snow
idoadodo notnaf wish jif to be considered that I1 am advo-
cating either the one course or the other I1 simply
wish to lay the facts beffie the generalGene ralial leavinleaving
it to liishis better judjudgmentmen t to decide upon the prop-
er movements notwithstandingitasta n ding inymy inability to
make the purchase I1 was ordered to and allali that
govgoy young said in regard to opposing the en-
trance of thetile troops in valley I1 examined
the country in the vicinity of the city with a
viewviewa of selecting a proper military site I1 vivisitedcited

theho militamilitary reserveerve rush vallevailevalleyvaileyy but found it
itin my OPopinion entirelytirely unsuitable for a military
station it contains but egrass and is very
much exposed to tilethe cold winds of winter its
only advantageadjan tagelage being the close proximity of fine
wood it is too far from the city being between
forty and fifty miles adattl will require teams four
days to go there and return I1 examinedined another
pointt on tilethe road to rush valley and only about
thirty milts from the city which I1 consider a
much more eligible position it is in anelle vall-
ey three milesplies to thetile north of buelle city and
possessesposs ases wood water and grass but is occupied
by mormonscormonsMor mons who have some sixty acres under
cultivation with bouseshouses and bains on their land
these persons would have to be dispossessed or
bought out luin fact there isis no place within
forty fifty or sixty miles of the city suitable fortor
a military position hatthat is not occupied by the
inhabitants and under cuilicullicultivation finding that
I1 could neither make the purchases ordered to
nor shake the apparent determination of the peo-
ple to resist the authority of hethe united states I1
left the city and returned to my camp on hainshams
fork oilon my return I1 examined the vicinity of
fort bridger and found it a very suitable posi-
tion for wintering the troops and grazing thehe ani-
mals should it be necessary to stop at that point
the mormonscormons occupy thefile fort at presentplesent and
alsoaisoa so have a settlement about tentell miles further up
blacks fork called fort supply these two
places contain buildings sufficient to cover nearly
half the troops now en route for utah but I1 was
informed that they would all be laid in ashes as
thetile army advances I1 have thus stated fully thellie
result of my visit to utah and trusting that mlmyY
conduct will meet the approval of thetile command-
ing general I1 am very respectfully your obedi-
ent servant STEWART VAN VLIET
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