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atut was riding at the starboard boom
fhe captain said that the night was

quiet and warm and that he remem-
bered hearing distinctly the echoes of
the bugle at tattoo which was very

stars were out the sky
t agilvahoweverver being overcast the maine at

taithelmetime of the explosion was heading
i northeast pointing to

adama the shears he was writing at his
taft cabin table at the time of the ex

8 and was dressed
he then went into a description of

tr theme explosion when he felt the crash
ate characterized it as burstingburil ting rend
inn and crashing sound or roar of
immensese volume largely metallic in

fc wt aterAarcater it was succeeded by a
r imsetlue c sound probably of falling de-
r lofta a trembling and lurching motion

vt thetee vessel then an impression of
bence attended by an eclipse of

electric lights and intense darkness
his cabin he thought imm-

ediately1

dt that the maine had blown up
ua ohe was sinking he hurried to the

baardoard cabin but changed his course
to abe passagemassage leading to the super

then he detailed the manner
of09 private anthony which is

1

the same ashaas hass been published
1 beat commander wainwright was on

deckwk when capt sigsbee emerged
f ati the passageway and turning to the

orderly he asked for the time which
iwo given as p m sentries were
orderedeA placed about the ship and the

1 fordr magazine flooded he called
1 silence the surviving

were about him at the time on the
4
6
ap he was informed that both for-

wardW and after magazines were under
wawmteter then came faint cries and white

7 floating bodies in the water boats were
flacefc ace ordered lowered but only two

1 rr found available the gig and whale
they were lowered and manned

f rs and men and by the captains
0 they left the ship and helped

JSU the wounded jointly with other
that hadbad arrived on the scene

by this time was burn
calycely izzand thehe spare amammunition
pilot house was exploding at

imene commander wain
saldsaid he thought the 10 inch

ie forward had been thrown up
thee burning mass and might ex-

ir in time everybody was then
doted to get into the boats over the

mv which was done the captain get
into the gig and then proceeding

igwe cityity of washington where he
1 the wounded in the dining
D being carefully attended by the
u and crew of the vessel he then
ionon deck and observed the wreck

few minutes and gave directions
taken board thewee a muster on

of washington and other vessels
ntat down in the captains cabin
dictated Sa telegram to the navy

entill various spanish officials
desm on board and expressed sym

andad sorrow for the accident
representatives of gen blanco

I1 ws of the admiral of the station were
leftoffliftofflif the spanish officials who ten
bearid their sympathies about four
fate men were found that night whos1saewt djktsy the time captain sigsbee reachedarter deck it was his impression

bat an overwhelming explosion had
when he came from the

I1 hebe was practically blinded for a
his only thought was

ib hee vessel and he took no note of
phenomena of the explosion

that reply to the direct question of
any of the magazines or

fell rooms were blown up the captain
aalt1 waswae extremely difficult to come

y conclusion the center of the
don was beneath and a little for-
et the conning tower on the port
in the region of the center or

of the explosion thea inchpeewvire magazmagazinetn which contcontainedalbed
little powder about pounds

the 10 inch magazine was toin the samesame
general region but on the starboard
side over the 10 inch magazine in
the loading room of the turret and in
the adjoining passage a number of 10
inch shells were permanently kept
according to capt sigsbee it would
be difficult to conceive the explosion
involved the 10 inch magazine because
of the location of the explosion and
that no reports show that any 10 inch
shells were hurled into the air becauseof the explosion

the captain went into details as to
the location of the small ammunition
he said that he dad not believe thatthe forward 6 inch magazine blew up
the location of the gun cotton was
aft under the cabin the guncottongun cotton
primers and the detonators were al-
ways kept in the cabin he stated
that he had examined the wreck him-
self conversed with other officers and
men but as the spanish authorities
were very much adverse to an investi-
gation except officially on the grounds
as stated by the spanish admiraltythat the honor of spain was involvedhe fo to examine the submarineportion of the wreck for the cause ofthe explosion until the day the courtconvened

he said the discipline of the ship was
excellent the marine guard was inexcellent condition the report of themedical department shows that aboutmedicalopee man anandd a quarter perayy were on the sick list the past year
in the engineers department the ves-
sel was always ready and always re-sponsivesponsive he paid a tribute to thecrew and said that a quieter betternatured lot of rhenmen he had never known
on board any vessel in which he hadserveds he had no fault to find withthe behavior of any man at the timeof tle disaster and considered theirconduct admirableon his examination by the courtcapt sigsbee said that the highesttemperature he could discover was
but that was in the atterafter magazine
the temperature in the forward maga-
zines being considerable lower therewas no loose powderhowdek kept in the maga-
zine all the coal bunkers were ven-
tilated through air tubes examinedweekly by the hietchief engineer and were
connected electrically to thenear his cabin door the forwardcoal bunker on the port side was full
the forward coal bunker on the star-
board side was half full and it was
being used at the time of the ex-
plosion

capt sigsbee being recalled stated
that he had detailed com-
mander wainwright holman
and chief engineer holman all of the
maine to obtain Informinformationatlon in re-
gard to any outsiders who might have
seen the explosion

capt sigsbee also gave as hihis9 opin-
ion that if coal bunkers A 16 had been
so hot as to be dangerous to the six
inch reserve magazine that this con-
dition

on
would have been shown on three

sides where the bunker was exposed
and that men constantly passing to
and fro by it would have necessarily
noticed any undue heat

captcant sigsbee was recalled and ex-
amined as to the ammunition on board
the maine he stated that there
were no high explosives guncottongun cotton
detonators or other material in maga-
zines or shelshe rooms which the regula-
tions prohibited he testified that no
war heads had been placed on torpe-
does since he had had command of the
ship

ensign W V N WMwax
called the third day of the court he
testified that he had been present on
the maine every day from the arrival
of the boat pern and during a great
deal of the diving

an reply to a question to tell the
court all about the condition of the
wreck he said the forward part of the

ship forward of the after smokestack
had been to all appearances completely
destroyed the conning tower lay in a
position opposite the door leading to the
superstructure aft and to starboard
inclined at about degrees to the ver-
tical with the top of the conning tower
inboard continuing he described with
close detail the condition under the
maine deck on the port side the fix-
tures were completely wrecked while
fixtures in the same position on the
starboard side were in some cases al-
most intact the port bulkhead be-
tween the main and berth deck at the
conning tower support had been blown
aft on both sides but a great deal
more on the port than on the starboard
side the fire room hatch immediately
abaft of the conning tower had been
blown in three directions aft to star-
board and to port the protective decks
and the conning tower supports were
bent in two direction the plates on
the port side being bent up and
on the starboard side bent down

in reply to an inquiry whether he
meant with reference to their original
positions ensign replied
affirmatively the beam supporting the
protective deck a few inches abaft ot
the armored tube to port of the mid
ship line was bent up to starboard of
the line just forward otof the
conning tower underneath the main
deck two beams met at right angles
one beam was broken and pushed from
part to starboard A grating wiswas found
on the poop awning just forward of
the after searchlight

the piece of the side plating just
abaft of the starboard turret was visi-
ble this was bent outward and
then the forward enden dbentbent upward and
folded backward upon itself

this plate was severed from the rest
of the plating below the waterlinewater line this
plating below the waterline had been
pushed out to starboard

the gratings of the engine room
hatch were blown off A composition
strainer was picked up from the bot-
tom on the starboard quarter at a
point about opposite the poop capcapstanstati
and about 30 feet from it the chief en-
gineer thought the strainer was from
the firemansforemansfiremans washroom there was rotnot
a strainer in the ships side near the
piece of outside plating to which waitw
referred to above he said there wereere
pieces of red shel laced planks on these
planksPlanks wasivas bolted ELa composition track
two inches wide and an inch thick

ensign asked if the court
meant for him to say anything about
what the divers reported or just what
he saw

the judge advocate replied that hthe
wouldwo uld like to have him state any intini

discoveries which might leadleaa
the court to draw some conclusion afe
to the cause and itif a diver gave such
information to state the divers name
before doing so the judge advocateadvocatt
askedas ked witness to state if the fordamforwarfl
and after part of the ship were in line
ensign replied that as tarfar
as he could judge they were not the
end where the explosion occurredoccult
seemed to be pushed from port to star-
board from five to ten degrees hehai
should judge with the apex to the
starboard

the divers reporterreported to witness that
at a point where the ten inch shellAPAT

room should be they discovered tenteh
inch shells regularly arranged but theW
ship sunk down so much that some of
the shells were in the mudgunner morgan reported that iuin
walking on the bottom he fell into a
hole on the port side and went down I1

in the mud he also reported as lr
as he could judge everything seemed
to be bent upward in the vicinity wtof
this hole he also reported that the
plates seemed to have been pushed over
to the starboard and then bent down

ensign poy 1190 n then said that a
powder calk ttthat he saw appeared to


