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' | genses; but beyond this they do not
gﬂf‘fy. | ‘frouble themselves. They would like, it
_ listrue, to go to heaven when they die; but

[For the Deskryr Nxwe) | What that heaven is, or what the God

JOKING | is they worshi , where He rﬂﬂidéﬂ, or

¢ ihu.t kind of er: ?ymentdthey willll:ﬁ.l?e

they know nothing; and care as little.

Bﬂ':l:l:ng'a;]:: ::T:;:E:: i:;}: :.:: ':,,, They consider that we are fools because

As merely simple joking: we entertain jdeas different from theirs.

They love to tease,‘and probe some part If you examine their wisdom, however,

Of tenderness, in some one's heart, it does not amount to so much as they
By means the most provoking,

would represent. The men of this
world do not know a gieat deal, and
‘what they do not understand, if traced
to its source, is found to consist of cer-
‘tain laws or principles of nature, and
‘pertains to the organization of thisearth,
its elements, forces, products and in-
habitants. A surgeon, for instance, is
'said to be a very intelligent man when
‘he becomes acquainted with the anato-
my of the human system, can point out
‘the configuration of the bones and de-
‘seribe the motion and power of the
‘muscles; when*he can designate the

And should the person they have teased
Rxpress a frown, or seem displeased,
They'll say, ' twas not intended
Fo give offence in any way,
"Twas but a passing joke, O, pray,
. Good friend, don't be offended.”

Now, as each one may see and know,

A joke is oft worse than a blow,
When trounghtlessly directed;

It leaves the lips a simple thing,

Yet oft its polsonous piercing sting
Leaves hearts by pain affected.

'Tis merciless to strive to know
Where lies a wound, then deal a blow,
And leave it bleeding, quaking!

"Twere better far to bind it up,
Anoint it from some balm-filled cup,
And still its bitter aching,

E'en though Immod’rate joker's jest

Bhounld ne'er to otherg prove a pest,
His own he is abusing,

He dwarfs, in others’ eyes, the power

He fain would wield in graver hour,
He's been 50 much amusing.

‘understands the circulation of the blood
‘through the human system; the action
‘and operation of the lungs, heart, eye,
ear, nose, mouth and other portions of
‘the human body. Men write about
‘these things, and set themselves down
‘as very intelligent beings. and so they
‘are. The human system is a beautiful
‘machine, a wonderful piece of mechan-
ism: but whence onr boast? Who or-

or can man do it? What does man dis-
cover? Why, simply, the formation of
'a machine, a species of mechanizm that
' has been organized by the Deity, thatis
all. And all the intelligence he dis-
plays is simply the investigation and
igiﬁcwery of something that God has
‘made. Some men will study botany,

Let all such jokers seek to know,
Some betler paying game below,
Than whal is here related;
For il they can no hetter do,
Than huart themselves, and others tos,
'Tis time the game were hated,

J.Curystar. |and a very beautiful study it is; but be-
iR e £ 3 eause they can classify herbs and plants,
DISCOURSLE ‘and call them by name, or further, be-

By Eldor John Taylor, delivered in the Tabernuclo. | Cause they understand their nature, and |

Creat Salt Lake Oity, Feb. 24, 1867, ca.n tell the various medicinal and other

.properties of RQerbs, plants, shrubs,
flowers and trees, are they to be con-
\ sidered prnfuunt!lly learned. Who
. 'We have heard a good many interesi- organized these plants and gave them
ing remarks from Bro. Stevenson; in |powers of regmdu{:tiuu that they might

fact, everything pertaining to thechurch | perpetuate themselves on the earth?
and kingdom of God on the earth is in- | And who placed those '

teresting, to those who are dl?ﬂirﬂllﬂ for perfies within them?
the welfare of Zion. As bro. Stevenson
has remarked,—'‘we are enﬁaged in a

reat work,” and it is with wus, ‘“‘the

ingdom of God or nothing;'’ but as the |
kingdom of God can only be compre-
hended by the spirit of revelation and
‘the principle of eternal truth, unless

‘men are in possesgion of this principle, |l amounts to no more than the discovery
and have the light of revelation, they | of certain laws or properties created. by
do.not appreciate, neither can they un- asuperior Being, who also created them.
derstand correctly the work in which;, Others willstudy astronomy, and they
Wwe are engaged, _ - will tell us about the motien and veloci-
One of old said “As high as the hea- ty of the heavenly bodies and when
vens are above the earth so are His, eclipses of the sun or moon will take
thoughts above our thoughts, and so place. This is a beautiful study; but
are His ways above our ways.”” Thege | who gave these stars their revolutions,
is necessarily, then, a very great differ- | placed them in their present positions
ence between Him and us in intellect, l and controls them by His power, saying
and in appreciating and comprehending | “*Thus far shalt thou go and no further?”
the position that we occupy here on the | Why the great God. But because men
earth and the relationship that we sus- | discover their distances and velocity, are
tain to Him and to the heavens. Men |they to be set down as profound phil-
of the world, generally, ardengaged in ozophers whomevery body mustadmire,
the pursuitl of objects that come within  gnd almost worship?
their natural reason unaided by the| A man invents the steam engine, and
spirit of revelation; and hence, former- he and others immediately begin to ex-
Iy the inhabitants of the earth admired patiate and beast of his powers, his
gods that were tangible—sométhing that ' philosophy and the profundity of his
ﬂlﬂf could see, more than things they intellectual acquirements. The Lord
eould mot see. This led them to wor- revealed it unto him, but he takes the
ghip gods of gold, silver, wood, iron, glory to himself. Why, that power
brass and stone, to which they attrib- has always existed, but men were such
uted certain virtues, powers and priv- big fools that they did not understand
ileges; and they Hup{*:hdaited God, the in- it. Electrieity, too, always existed, but
visible God, through this kind of sen- men did mot know how to useit until
suous representation. Thé people at recently. One man is an arehitect, and
the present day have a rather more | he comprehends the structure of build-
spiritual and refined idea of Deity than [inga. the stren%th of maferialg, and how
was entertained anciently., They at- to adaptand place those materials so as
tach more importance to faith in the to give strength, beauty and symmetr
Bavior and his works than men did | to the buildings he erects. Others wi
anciently; still we find the same
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owers and pro-
Yhy the great

breathing to-day that has the power to
make the least flower, shrub or plant
‘that grows, or even a leaf or a blade of
‘grass. And yet we see men strutting
about and boasting of their intelligence,
when all the wisdom t{hey possess

‘various arteries, veing and nerves, and

:ganized this human system? Did man?

(God, it was not man; there is not a man
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'great.’”” Said he, “If I conld rise then, I
'would say, ‘False marble where? Noth-
ing bnt%or sordid dust’ lies there!””’
Whatis the history of all these things?
(Go back if you please to
Egypt, and look at those
structures raised by the ambitiousliving,
/in which to deposit the remains of the
dead. -Look at the greatest works ever
executed by man, and what are they?
Why the ‘“‘cloud- ’lapped towers and the
gqr%)enuu palaces have dissolved,” and
the bodies of some of the greatest amon
men, who have been embalmed, an
. preserved for ages, are to-day being used
for fuel in fire engines in order to move
passenger trains on railroads. That is
the end of all their greatness, philoso-
phby, foresight and intelligence. What
~does it all amount to if there is no here-
‘after? If there is nothing in those
‘things with which we are associated and

in that which they have been seeking
after. What difference will it make to
me when my body is crumbling to dust
and food for worms, whether mankind
‘shall say I was a smart man or a fool?
If there is no hereafter, the present is
a matter of very little importance; and
as one of old said, ‘‘let us eat, drink

for we are as the grass that withers and
fades, and is cast into the oven and
‘there is no more of it.

I have as poor an idea of the worldand
its operations te-day, as of any age that
ever existed, on account of the wicked-
‘ness, corruption, fraud and iniquity
‘everywhere prevalent; and if there 18 no
' kingdom of God, they have nothing to
‘hold owt that is worth a thought or
‘reflection. |
Bro. BStevenson was talking

about
merchants. I.do not refer to them more
that anybody else, for I am  willing
everybody should live if they will live
honestly and righteously; but I willsup-
pose that you or I was a merchant, and
we could grasp at everything within
our reach, could build splendid edifices,
had a large amount of credit and any
amount of cash, no fear of bankruptey,
and nothing in the world to frouble us,
and that we die and there is on here-
after, neither hell nor anything else, but
we just live like fools and die like fools,
what difference is there between the
Enur fool and the rich fool? They will
‘both occupy about two feet by six, that
isall. Nomatter what their possessions
may have been, or what amount -of
wealth they may have accumulated,
they brought mnothing into the world,
and they can take nothing out of it.
Suppuese we take another view of earth-
ly greatness: Many people are very
anxious to Jecome legislators, gover-
nors, presidents, mayors of cities, or to
use a vulgar expression they want to be
“‘big bugs'' in soeciety. Now on.the
principle that there is 1o hereafter, what

mids of lived thousands of
magnificent talked with God an

‘are grasping, there is certainly nothing

and be merry for to-morrow we die,”

— =

whence it came; and if there is a God
in existence I want to become acquaint-
:(J:l with Him. is not enough for me
know that a man ealled Moses, who
‘fem ago, said he
| that angels came
and ministered to him. And if there
‘was such a man as Abraham, and he
lived and talked with and obtained pro-
‘mises from God, I want that intelli-
gence that will enable me to doso. I
'want something more than that which
‘will just take me to the grave, and there
leave me to take a leap in the dark, and
be forever forgotten, and be dependent
on somebody else to root me up, inves-
tigate my existence, and bring wme forth.
I want to understand these principles
.myself. This, it seems to me, is true
ph111«::5::»];)1113{I and correct principle; and
nothing short of this will satisfy my
feelings and desires. .
Perhaps some Eeuple will say you are
a fool, ell; I Know without any fur-
ther explanation that you are fools if
ou have no higher aspirations than to
ive, get a few dollars, die and be
damnped or forgotten. Some men will
‘say we do not trouble ourselves about
religious matters, we leave them to
others. That proves you are fools. A
man who will leave his eternal interest
to the care of somebody else who cares
nothing about him, must be a fool.
Ifman isaneternal being,and believes
that he has an immortal soul, and that
thatsoul will exist somewhere in happi-
ness or misery ‘‘while life, and thnuggt.
and being last, or immortality endures,”’
and yet he will say he is not concerned
about it; such a man must be a fool. 1
gset him down as such; and I do not care
what his opinion may be of me. He

may think or say I am one, because, in

relation to these matters, I choose to
find out, if I can, something in relation
to my existence as an immortal and
eternal being. I want to know who 1
am, to whom 1 am related, what I am
doing here, where I am going when 1
leave here; and if there is any way ‘of
making preparations for eternity I want
to know it. That seems to me to be.in-
telligence, reason, and philosophy.

Fut, would you not like to know
something about natural philosophy,
anatomy, mineralogy, botany, geology,
and the variety of other sciences? Of
course I would. 1 would like to be-ae-
quainted with human nature and all
pertaining to it; not enly with the na-
ture of the human body, but with the

organization of the human mind, and -
with all things on the earth., Then I

would like to become acquainted with
the heavens, and with the Being who
‘created the heavens and the eart , and
amgorelati onship to Him. -

| me people are very anxious to trace
.and preserve their genealogies, and tell
|whare they came from; but I wish to go
a little further, and if I have a spirit

difference is there between President within me I want to know where it
Lincoln and the man who was killed came from, when and how it was organ-
for killing him? None. They both  ized, and how it existed. And if I have
occupy about the same s , and if a heavenly Father I want to know Him,
there is nothing certain with regard toland know how I can have access to
the future, I know of no difference in Him; and then I want to go through
their positions. NeitherdoIknowofany  the various formula nece to lead
kind ‘of philosophy that will instruct me to him, for the Scriptures tell me
‘me in these things. I am sure a presi- that to know the true God and Jesus
‘dent has just as much trouble while he  Christwhom He has sent is eternal life.
Jlives as the man -who works for his I believe that Jesus lived on the earth,
|daily bread; and I amsure the merchant and imparted intelligence to His fol-
has more perplexity and annoyance lowers, and that among other things He
than the poor man has. The man who told them that if He went away, He
can supply his family with the common would come again and receive them to
necessaries of life is the happiest man Himself. But what is His coming again
of the two, for he has less care and res- to me, if I am to die and there is to be
ponsibility. I am sure T do not envy no more of me? If there is any here-
those men at all. | \ after, any eternal life, I want to under-

What is true philosophy? It seems stand if, and to participate therein. 1
to me to be a true principle for men to want to possession of that of which
try and find out who they are, Ilike Christ spake to the woman of Samaria
to examine myself a little, and 1 some- —the water that should be within her
times ask who am I? where did I come as a well springing up into eternal life.
from? what am I doing here? and what If there is any correct principle where-
'will be the condition of things when I by I can ubtaiyu ossession of this I want
leave here? to find it out. ere is another curious

»

disposition existing in the human mind
nerally as that which existed former-
t Men, naturaily, do not like God;
t gﬁwﬂﬂt to be free to follow their own
inclinations, and to be unrestrained in
regard to religious ideas and notions;
hence they make religion, as the an-
sients egods, tosuittheirownviews:;
and it is very difficalt for such men to
understand the things pertaining to the
kingdom of God.
In these days men study and take
t pleasure in the arts and sciences.
w, mediocine, politics, war, mechan-
ism: and certain kinds of ' divinity,
articularly if they are paying insi-
utions, are studied. An{gt; g that

comes within the reach of their natural

'study musie, and others again various
' kinds of philosophy, and it is very good
' to understand these things; but when
we get through what do they allamount
to? What has become of the wisest
' philosopher, the most correct historian,
' the most formidable warrior, the great-
est statesman or philosopher? All their
wisdom and great discoveries amount to
‘no more than feeble glimmerings of
‘certain properties and operations of
nature given by the great God in the
organization of this earth, while they
themselves have returned fo dust and
become food for worms. Said one,
whose conceptions of worldly grentnm
were very, just, ‘““When I am dead you
will raise a tombstone over me, upon
‘'which you will write ‘Here lies the

b

Ifthereisanybody whocan tell meany-
thing aboutthese things, Iwantto know,
If ¥ had an existence before I came here
I want to know something about it; and
if I shall have an existence hereafter, 1
want to know what kind of an existence
(it will be. I do not want to be frighten-
‘ed about hLell-fire, pitch-forks, and ser-
genta, nor to be scared to death with

obgoblins and ghosts, nor anything of
the kind thatis got up to scare the igno-
rant; but I want truth, intelligence,
and something that will bear investiga-
tion. I want to probe things to the bot-
tom and to find out the truth if there is
anf' way to find it out.

f I have a spirit within me, which is
according to the popularly received no-
tion among men, ¥ want to know

saying of His: ‘‘I am the resurrection
and the life, he that believes in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live,
and he that liveth and believeth shall
‘never die.” These are curious sayings,
‘remarkable gexpressions made use of %y
Christ in re _to the future. Some
men have had visions coneerning things
‘that were to come relative to the resto-
| ration of Israel; the building up of Zion:
the establishment of the Kingdom of
God upon the earth; the reign of righ-
teousness, when iniquity should be
swept from the face thereof, when the
‘‘law should go forth from Zion, and
'the word of the Lord from Jerusalem;"
when all men should be subject to that
law, and when to Jesus every knee shall
bow and every tongue confess. There
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