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JOKING

some people have an odious way
ofreckoningreck ning much they do and say

As merely simple joking
they love to teaseand probe somebome part
of tenderness in some ones heart

by means the most provoking I1

and should the person they have teased
Uxpressaa frown or seem displeased

say etwas not Iritiltendedintended
so glyegive offenseoffence in any way

but a passing joke 0 pray
good fritrifriendenn dont be offended 11

nowmow as each one may seeceo and knoknowV

A jokejoko is oft worse than a blow
when thoughtlessly directed

it leaves the lips a simple thing
yet onoft its poispoisonousonous piercing stinksting

leaves hearts by pain affected
I1

tibribristie mermercilesselliss to strive to know
where liesiles a wound then deal a blow

and leave it bleeding quakingquaklug
twere batterbetter far to bind it up
anoint it from some balmbaim filled cup

and still its bitter aching
wenbenren though immoderateImmodrate jokers jest
should neerneler to others prove a pest

lifahis own he is abusing
ilelie dwarfs in others eyes the power
Hhe fain would wield in grayer hour

hes been so much amusing

let all such jokers seek to know
some better paying game below

than whawhat Is here related
for if they can no better do 4

than hurt themselves and others too
alsstisITIs time the game were hated
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DISCOURSE
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wowe have heard a good many interest-
ing remarks from bro stevenson in
fact everything pertaining to thechurch
and kingdomn do of god0 on the eartearth is in-
terestingte to tthoseose who are desirous for
the elfarewelfare of zion As irobrobno stevenson
has remarked we are engaged in a
great work if and it is the
kingdom of god or nothing but as the
kingdom of god can only be compre-
hended by the spirit of revelation and
the principle of eternal truth unless
mendaen are in possession of this principle
and have the light of revelation they
doda not appreciate neither can they un-
derstandderstand correctly thothe work in which
we are engaged

one of oidoldoldoid said As high as the lieahea 1

vens are above the eartearthth so are his
thoughts above our thoughts and so
are his ways above our ways therethele

liallais necessarily then a very great differ-
enceenbe bebetween1 him and us in intellect
andin appreciating and comprehending
the position that we occupy here on tuethe
earth and the relationship that we sus-
tain to him and to the heavens meniten
of ahefhe world generally ardarAengaged in
the pursuit of objects that come within
their natural reason unaided by the
spirit of rerevelationyelvelatlon and hence former-
ly the inhabitants of the earth admired
gods that were tantautangiblegible something that
they could see more than things they
couldbould not secsee this led them to wor-
ship gods of gold silver wood iron
brass and stone to which they attrib-
uted certain virtues powers and priv-
ileges and they supplicatedsup god the in
risible god through this kind of sen-
suous representation tha people at
the present day have a rather more
spiritual and refined idea of deity than
wasvas entertained anciently 0 they at-
tach more importance to faith in the
savior and hlahia works than men did
anciently still we find the same
disdiApositiondisposition existing in the human mind
generally as that which existed former-
lyI1 men j naturally do not like godtieythey wanwant to be free to follow their own
inclinations and to be unrestrained in
regard to religious ideas and notions
hence they make religion as the an-
cients made gods to einelnown views
and it is very for such men to
understand the things pertaining to thetho
kingdom of god

in these days men audyandy and take
great pleasure inift thethi arts and sciences
lawlav medmedicineiolue politics war mechan-
ism and certain kindskinds of divinity
particularly if they are payinging insti-
tutionstutions are studied anyanythingpalpaihiag that
gomescomes within thetile reach of their natural

senses but bebeyonddd this they doda not I1

troubletroubie themselvesves they would like it I1

is true tagoto go to heaven when they die but I1

what that heaven is or what thelleilelie god i

is they worship where he resides or
what kind of enjoyment they will have
they know nothing and care as little
they consider that we are fools because
we entertain adeas different from theirs
if you examine their wisdom however
it goesdoesdoes not amount to BOso much as they
would represent the men of this
world do not know a gleat deal and
what they do not understand if traced
to its source is found to consist of cer-
tain laws or principles of nanature and
pertains to the organization of this earth
itsts elements forces products and in-
habitants A surgeonburgeonsureurgeon for instance is
said to be a very intelligent man when
he becomes acquainted with the anato-
myin of the human system can point out I1

thythee configuration of the bones and de-
scribe the motion and power of the
muscles when he can designate the
various arteries veins and nerves and
understands the circulation of the blood
throughh the human system the action
and operation of the lungs heart eye
ear nose mouth and other portions of
the human body men write about
these things and set themselves down
asveryas very intelligent beings and BOso they
are the human system is a beautiful
machine a wonderful piece of mechan-
ism but whence conr boast who or-
ganizedgan zed this human system did man
or can man do it what does man dis-
cover why simply the formation of
a machine a species of mechanism that
has been organized by the deity that is
all and all the intelligence helie dis
playsslays is simply the investigation and

discoveryiscovery of something that god has
made some men will study botany
and a very beautiful study it is but be-
cause they can classify herbs and plants
and call themchem by name or further be-
cause they understand their nature and
can tell thetile various medicinal and other
properties of herbs plants shrubs
blowers and trees are they to be con-
sidered profoundly learned who
organized these plants and gave them
powers of reproduction that they might
perpetuate themselves on the earth
anand who placed those powers and pro-
perties

pro-
perties within them why the great
god it was notmannot man there is not a man
breathing todayto day that has the power to
make the least flower shrub or plant
that grows or even a leaf or a blade of
grass and yet we see men strutting
aboutboucaudboutaudand boasting of their intelligence
when all the wisdomYiscom they possess
amounts to no more than the discovery
of certain laws or properties created by
a superior being who also created them

others will study astronomy and they
will tell us about the motion and veloci-
ty of the heavenly bodies and when
eclipses of the sun or moon will take
pplace1 e thisthia is a bbeautiful study but
wwhohac gave these stars their revolutionsionslons
placed them in their present positions
and controls them by his power saying
f thus far thou 0go and no further
why the great god but because men
discover their distancedistances andsand velocity are
they to be set down as profound phil-
osophers1 whom every body must admire
hidaldaidnid almost worworshipsb IF9

A man invents tilethe steam enengineinelne and
j hebe and others immediately beginbekin to ex-
patiate and boast ofbf his powers his
philosophy and the profundity of his
intellectual acquirementsacquire ments the lord
revealed it unto him but he takes the

i glory to himself why that power
has always existed but men were such
big fools that they did not understand
it electricity too always existed but
men did notmot know how to use it until
recently one man is an architect and
hoe comprehends the structure of build-
ings the strength ofmaterials and how
to adapt and place those materials BOso as

i to give strength beauty and symmetry
to the buildings he erects others will
study music and others again various
kinds of philosophy and it isis very good
to understand these things but when
we get through what do they all amount
to what has become of the wisest
philosopher thetha most correct historian
the most formidable warrior the great-
est statesman or philosopher all their
wisdom and great discoveries amount to
no more than feeble glimmeringsglimme rings of
certainr ainaln propertiesroper iesles anand 0operationsera ionslons 0of
natureature giveniven bby the great godod in the
organization of histhis eartearth wwhileilelie they
tthemselvese elves hhavee returnedbeturne to dust and
become food for worms said onone
whose conceptions of worldly greatnessreatness
were very just when I1 am neaddead aduyou
will raise a tombstone over me upon
which you will write here ileslies the

great saldsaid he I1 if I1 could rise thenthen I1
would say false marblemarbie where noth-
ing but poor sordid dust lies thethererepreV

what is the history of all these thingsgo back if youou please to the pyramids ofoft
egypt anand look at those magnificent
structures raised bythe ambitious living
in which to deposit the remains of the
dead look at the greatest works ever
executed by man and what are they
why the I1 I1 cloud clapped towers and the
gorgeous palaces have dissolved and
tidethe bolodiesaies of some of the greatest among
men who have been embalmedembalmed and
preserved for ages are to-daytoday being used
for fuel in fire engines in order to move
passenger trainstrainsonon rallrailrailroadsroads that is
the end of all their greatness philoso-
phy foresight and intelligence what
does it all amount to if there is no here-
after if there is nothing in those
things with which we are associated and
are grasping there is certainly nothing
in that which they have been seeking
after what difference will it make tojewhenme when my body is crumbling to dust
and food for worms whether mankind
shall say I1 was a smart man or a fool
if there is no hereafter the present is
a matter of very little importance and
as oheobeone of old said let uaup eat drink
and be merry for tomorrowto morrow we die
for we are as the grass that withers and
fades and is cast into the oven and
there isis no more of it

I1 baveashave as poor an idea of the world and
its operations todayto day as of any age that
ever existed on account of the wicked-
ness corruption fraud and iniquity
everywhere prevalent and if there is no
kingdom of god they have nothing to
hold ottoui that iais worth a thought or01
reflection

bro stevenson was talking about
merchants idoI do not refer to them more
that anybody else for I1 am willing
everybody should live if they will live
honestly and righteously but I1 will sup-
pose that you or I1 was a merchant and
we could grasp at everything within
our reach could build splendid edifices
had a largerge amount of credit and any
amoamount of cascashh no fear of bandrubankruptcytey
and nothing in the world to trotroublelibre usius
and that we die and there is on here
after neither hell nor anything else but
we just live like fools and die like fools
what difference is there between the
gopoor0or fool and the rich fool they will
bothth occupy about two feet by six that
isailis allail no mattermatte what their possessions
may have been or what amount of
wealth they may have accumulated
they brought nothing into the world
and they can take nothing out of it
suppose weire take another view ofonearthearth-
ly greattigreatnessess many people are very
anxious to become legislators gover-
nors presidents mayors of cities or to
use ait vularvulgarar expression they want to be

big bugsbuis in society now onanthethe
principle that there is no hereafter wwhatbat
difference iais there between president
lincoln and the man who was killedhilled
for killing himbim none they both
occupy about thothe same space and ifir
there is nothing certain with regard to
the future I1 know of no merencedifferencetalf in
their positions neither do I1 know ofany
kind of philosophy that will instruct
me in these things I1 am sure a presi-
dent has just as much trouble while hebe
lives as the man who works for his
daily bread and I1 am sure the merchant
haslias more perplexity and annoyance
than the poor man has the man who
can supply hishia family with the common
necessaries of life is the happiest man
of the two for he has less care and res-
ponsibility I1 am sure I1 do not envy
those men at all

what is true philosophy it seems
to me to be a true principle for men to
try and find out who they are I1 like
to examine myself a little and I1 some-
times ask who am I1 where did I1 come
from what am I1 doing herebere and what
will be the condition of things when I1
leave here 1

ifthere is anybody who can tell me any-
thingthin about these things awantto know
if I1 had an existence before I1 came here
I1 want to know something about it andand
if I1 shall have an existence hereafter I1
want to know what kind ofan existence
it will be I1 do not want to be frighten-
ed about hellbellhellfirenirefire pitchforkspitch forks and ser-
pents nor to be scaredseared to death with
hobgoblinshobgoblins and ghosts nor anything of
the kind that is got up to scare the igno-
rant but I1 want truth intelligence
and something that will bearbeir investiga-
tion I1 want to probe thingssidtok the bot-
tom and to find out the truthtruth if there is
any way to find it out

if I1 have a spirit witwithinhin me which is
according to the popularly received no-
tion among nienmen it want to know

whencewhence it icammerearnerima andandhivlif therethyre fafa god
1in existence I1 want becometo acquaint-
eded with him it is notfiot me
to know that a man called moses who
lived thousands of years ago said he
talked with god anand that angels came
and ministered to him and if there
was such a man as abraham and he
lived and talked with and obtained pro-
mises from god I1 want that intelli-
gence that will enable me to do so I1
want something more than that which
will justjuit take me to the grave and there
leave me to take a leap in the dark and
be forever forgotten and be dependent
on somebody else to root me up inves-
tigate my existence and bring meine forth
awantI1 want to understand these principles
myself this it seems to me is true
philosophy and correct principle and
nothing short of this will satisfy my
feelings and desires I1

perhaps some people will say you are
a fool well I1 know without any fur-
ther explanation that you are fools if
you have no higher aspirations than to
live get a few dollars die and be
damned or forgotten somesame men will
say we do not trouble ourselvesourselveselva about
religious matters we leave them to
others that proves youton are foole A
man who will leave his eternal interest
to the care of somebody else who cares
nothing about him must be a fool

ifman isanigan eternal being and believes
that he has an immortal soul and that
that soul will exist somewhere in happlhappi
ness or misery I1 while life and thought
and being last or immortality endures I1 I1

and yet he will say he is not cenceniconcernedd
about it such a man must be a fool I1
set him down as such and I1 do not care
what his opinion maybemay be of me he
may think or say I1 am one because in
relation to these matters I1 choose to
find out if I1 can something in relation
to my existence as an immortal and
eternal being I1 want to know who I1
am to whom I1 am related what I1 am
doing here where I1 amarn going when I1
leave here and if there isis any way of
making preparations for eternity I1 want
to know it that seems tometo me to bein
telligence reason and philosophy

put would you not like to know
something about natural philophilosophysothygoThyanatomy mineralogy botany geogeology0
and the variety of other sciences of
course I1 would I1 krould like to beaobensbe nsaa
quainterquain ted with human nature and all
pertaining to it not only with the na-
ture of tlethe human body but with the
ororganizationanizaauizaanimationtion of the human mind and wwithwith all things on the earth then I1
would like to become acquainted with
the heavens and with the being who
created the heavensheavens and the earth and

I1 my relationship to him V
1 some people are very anxious to trace
and preserve their genealogies and tell
where they came from but I1 wish to go

I1 a little further and if I1 have a spirit
within me I1 want to know wherewhenn it

I1 came from when and how it was
iced andnd how it existed and if I1 have
a heaheavenlyenlyeniy father I1 want to know him
and know how awantI1 can have access to
him and then I1 want to go through

I1 the various formula necessary to lead
me to him for the scriptures tell mene
that to know the true god and jesus
christwhom he has sent is eternal life

II11I1 believe that jesus lived on the earth
and imparted intelligence to his fol-
lowers and that among other thingsHe
told them that if he went away he
would come again and receive them to
himself but what is his coming again

j to me if I1 am to die and there is to be
no more of me if there is any here-
after any eternal ilfeufa I1 want to under-
stand it and to participate therein I1
want to gain possession of that of which
christ snake to the woman of samaria

the water that should be within her
aaas a well springing up into eternal life
if there is any correct principle where-
by I1 can obtain possession of this I1 want
to find it out there is another curious
saying of his 1I am the resurrection
and the life hohe that believes in me
though he were dead yet shall he live

i and he tbthatat liveth and believethbelieveth shall
i never die these are curious sayings
remarkable expressions made use of by
christ in regard to the future some
men have OvIshad visionslonsions concerning things
that were to come relative to the restoxesto
rationnation of israel the building up of zion
the establishment of the kingdom of
god upon the earth the reign of righ-
teousness when iniquity should be
swept from the face thereof when the

lawinlaw should go forth from zion and
the word of the lord from jerusalem 71

when all men should be subject to that
law and when to jesus every knee shall
bow and evereveryy tongue confess there


