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nlone; avoid everything that is
evil; reniember that you hive n law
t.oof)ey and nevet break it. Kecp
the law of purity and chastlity.

I pray God to belp you to com-
prebend your positions, duties and
labors. 1 am sometimes asked why
does not God preserve His Salnte
from persecution and temptation?
God has His own way to deal with
men, In noage hnag He kept His
feople from contnct with persecu-
{ot1 and temptation. We have to
meet these things; therefore prepare
yourselves for them.

L ask God to kless you all, to guide
you and preserve you, in the name
of Jesus. Amen.

On the eonclusion of the address
by the General Buperinteandent,
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delivered n lecture on “‘Amerien,”
of which the following s a synopsis:

The speaker said in substance thet
he had been appolnted to address
the congregation o Aaneriea; that
the subject was so comprehensive
that there was time to do no more
shau touch upon a lfew of the many
topics suggested by the comprehen-
sive theme; that geopraphically,
setentifically, religlously, and in
various other aspects the subject
presented material for many lec-
tures; that, therefore, he would de-
vote hisattention to thosc teatures
of the history nnd government of
America 1ost fraught with instrue-
tion in our present circumstances.
The Unpited Btates are penerally
apoken of a8 Americn, and its peo-
ple ns Americans, it is the land of
chief moment ln our own history
and in the history of numerqus
other peoples; it wns here that an-
cient feuds twice reaulted in the ex-
termination of a nation; that re-
cords Important historically and
thrice important religiously hnd
been hidden away; that a Propnet,
among the greatcst of the eartiys
history, had been raised up to re-
establish Chrlstinuity in its primi-
tive purity and power; that this is
the Iand of the Gospel’s destiny, as
God lives and spesks not idle words.
The dim past, the beautiful present,
the glorious future of Amerieca in-
terests and concerns no people 50
much as the Latter-day Saints.

The Latter-day Saints are sald to
Le presumptuous in religious aflais;
they are perhaps open ‘to the same
eriticism in poiitical matters, for
this nlone they have a peculiar in-
terest in the Constitution of the
coyntry; believing that it was or-
dained of: God, Iargeiy on their
account. Guorge Washington voiced
the sentiments of this people when
he tendered homage to ﬂ;e author of
overy pubtic and private good for
his manifest agency in accomplishi-
ing the liberty ot America. It may be
treason,or it may be said to be such,
but the “Mormons’’belileve them-
selves to be just a little bit more
nearly related to the Counstitution
than any other citizeus of the coui-
try; this is proven by the views sot
fortl in our sacred writings regands
ing the object of establishing this
government. Yet, we are not sel-
fish enough to claim that this was
accomplished solely for our good.
We understand it is the pature of
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our religion, that ali mankiud are
ineluded within the love, the mercy
and the beneficence of God, The
Gospel is the most perfect Juw of
liberty; the teachings ot Christ have
undoubtedly exercised # powerful
influence 1 civilizing and freeing
the nations of Christianity, and, if
earrivd to their legitimute 1'eauils,
would secure a perfect rule
of liberty. Christ taught peace on
earth nnd good-will to inen,together
with every virtue that could adorn
the subject or grace, the monarch.
““What must have been the result of
the practical adoption of that one
injunction that <All things whatso-
ever ye would that man should do
to you do ye even unte them?’?”
Monarehs would not plunge their
subjects into war, rob them of thelr
Property, endanger their lives, their
iberties and their property. to satis-
fy vain ambition, to ewrich their
palaces and farther their nefarious
schemus for power. The declaration
of 1776, that governmuents derive
their just powers from the conscnt
of the governed, are the basis prin-
ciples of thie Constitution, and are
in perfect harmony with thie Go:})e!
of Christ. To appreciate the value
of the blessings 0? freedom,a native-
horn American must study other
times and other countrics.
Eugland, though remartably free,
presents the  barriers of royalty,
nobility and aristocrncy to the pro-
gress of freedom.  In Russia  the
word of the Czar is suprume; iu
Turkey an Ottoman prince is_om-
nipotent. Germany, A ustria, Italy
and others of the I.uropean nations
saerifice the liberty of the subject to
ambition. Here it is different:
there are no barriers in the path of
liberty; our earnings are not sweYt
into the coffers of monarchy. t
has been the ruling idea that the
masses were unable Lo govern them-
selves; the false idea was justified
by history and encouraged by pro-
fessed emulators of Clirist. ut
in the birth of freedom heve,
monarchicnl ideas were to receive a
severe shock. ‘*‘Hewn from the
proposltion that governments drew
their just powers from the consent
of the governed; framed by men.
who reeeived their ingpiration from
the Alinighty, the Constitution was
launched, 8 eentury ago, upon n
voynge which, hitherto singularly
free from tempests and brenkers,
bids fair to congimie on until the
Lord shall claim his right to rule.*
The succesks of the Govermment
is found in no onv feature, but in a
blending of the whole. In his re-
lations with his fellow citizens of
the state, a citizen s governed by
the statutes of the state; he is re-

spected in the enjoyment of life, |

liberty and property; he casts Lis
vote for o vernor and exercises
a voice in the selection of the legis-
lature and directly or indirectly in
the choice of the judiciary. Ho

may spenk, write nnd vote te retain | iquity? RBeing the workmanship of

good or reject had men and meas-
ures, or even to modifly the
Constitution; he may shape his life

in accordance with his deserves, the | Bnlnts. We, young men ©

only limitation being that he should
not infringe upon the rights of
others. But the citlzen of a State

foreigners or with other citizens
of other siates. 1 n these respects e
iz subject to the Constitution of the
United States and the laws made
thereunder. The general welfdrt
and common defense of the Unit
States demands that thero should
somewhere be nuthority to regulate
forcign and inter-stnte commeret, ©
coin money, to establish a posta]
gystem, to ralse anaies and navied
and so forth, These powers nre
veated In Congreess nnd the Presi-
dent and the federal judiciary.

But all powers not delegated to
the United States in the Constibil®
tion are reserved to the states and 10
people. There is no clash in thi#
double system; one atfends to D
tional, the other to state inberests:
The citizons of the states have the
voice in the election of the chi
executive and the membersof the
two houses of Congress. The suC
cess of the government depenus
as much upen a wise gystem O
checks und balances provided fof
in the Constitution as upon any
feature of the guvernment, The
State and the United Btates are
limited in their authority over thv
cltizen. The Benate and the Hous®
of Representatives are mutnit
checks, the one upon the other, a0
the President is a check upon both:
while in the courts are ultimately
vested the authority to determint
all constitutional und other gues
tions. The Supreme Court of the
United States ls the most august
and the mest powerful tribumal 08
the globe. The United States
is limited in its powers; the State 11
its and the city and county in the™
—thus securing to the Tndividual
the largest measure of power.
Tersitories occupy an anomalon®
position” and do mnot seem to bE
within the contemplation of the
Constitution, but it is certainly outs
rageous that a government, itst
the cregture of a revolutiolny, follg_m'
to secure the rightof local self-legls”
Intion, should iteelf deny that right-

The troubles of the past the ,i(;vt
ernment hag happily survived. BY
though tful mim?a fancy they deteC
sy mptoms of weakness and perhap®
of dissolution in our rapidly inerens
ing and unassimilated foreign popYt-
lation; in the growth of anarchis
and communism, the outgrowth ]of.
European despotism; in the ind .
ference of the better cluss of citizel
to the conduct of the governmeh
in the growth of wealth and the

spread  of curru\;tion. Extracts
from the centennia! sermon of B
hop Potter, of New York, were
tend. The work of man is I

himself, finite, perishable and flee

ing. His structures crumble mt
ruins, the prondest government®
ever erected have grown into JO%5
and sunk inte decadence. me'e
be so with the Constitution of t

United States? Will that 1nstrt
ment suceumb to corruption and 1!

God, it will not; its principles ﬂch
infinits and imFurls wmble. BU

i ~dny
is the bellef of the Lntberl il

Latter-day  Snints, may 5%
ns said Lincoln on the ﬂ?itlf‘
of QGettysburg, that it 18

ol o

may be brought into relation with | up, the lving, rather to be dedic®



