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taken has been forced upon the South-
ern Pacifie, which finda f{t rather ex-
pentive business to have to ran trains
speclally for gangs of vagrants with-
out hope of monetary reward. The
tremps travel in organized companies
from El Paso, Texas, to Portiand,
Oregon, and back again. Ewch enpm-
pany has a captain, and the number in
8 gang is g0 iarge thata sort of military
discipline as agaipnet the railroad 1s
spccessfully enforced. Traiomen are
powerless to put the tramys off except
in & few instances, mnd in these loss
of property bas been inflicted oo the
railway by spite work.

‘'be tremps that crowded east in
guch great numbers 8 few weeks ago
are now beading tor California, where
the mild winter season and the pros-
pective Midwinter Fair form a hig
attraction for the loafers. ‘This shift-
ing back apd forth gives a big passen-
get businees to the railway, but as there
is no cash in it for tickets the Southern
Pacific intend to stop it. One thing ia
sure, and that Iz if the railway
men themselves are pot powerful
enough tocheeck the imposition, a call
made by them for cofficial protection
cannot go unheeded. The people can-
not afford to bave rallway traipos or
any department of pubiio carryioy
pervice at tbe mercy of robber va-
granis,not ean the law officers be justi.
fied in permittinog the property rights
of corporatiens sany more than indi-,
viduals to be 1llegally sasailed,

SUPREME YVIRTULS.

At & time when all Christendom e
preparing for the celebration of the
advent to the earth of the Greatest
amolig men, the devout mind npatur.
ally feels the propriety of meditating
upen the truthe He antounced, and to
which a most wonderfui eivilization
owes its progres’ and acblevemeuts, !
not existence, Tbes: truthe relate to
the duties we owe hoth Lo our Creator
and to ourseives, but more especially
to out feilowmen.

To reter ouly to this last poinoi, bow
periect are the principlies He expound-
ed to Hisfollowers! Theseare expecied
to be just 1o ali their dea!ings with
otbers. But justice demands that
nothing be done theresuitof which is
vppresion or the curtailing of their lib-
erty, unless fotfetted by criminal acts,
Justice respects the property ol
others, and, in the true,' Christian
conception of i, guards even aguaiust
the pectet desire Lo possces what be-
lopge to otbers, Under this principle
tneft and fraad are impossible. [t, fur-
ther, respects the character of otbers,
admires their virtwes Just as much as
it censures their vices, anu geuerates
gratitude for benevoleuce recelved.
Injustice s oue eharacteristic or some
who reject Chrisl.

A bsojute trutbhfulness is another vir-
tue loculcated by Him, who s em-
phatically the trauth. Veracity is nec-
eseary to confidepce, and without
confidence no friendly iotercourse
between men a8 d meu is postible, I:
in the teachings of 1he great Nazarene
one virtue I8 more emphasiz:d than
others, it is this. His whule life is an
ad monition to His tollowers tv be true
—not oniy to speak the truth, but to
live it. Anpd this is supposed to be

carried out in its utmost conseguences
in every position, in every trans-
action. Commencing with being
true to God, a geouine disciple of
Christ will be true to bis country,
to his family, to bis friends, to these
with whom be associates, be ft ir
political organizations or cburches: ip
the atore of the merchant or on tue
field of the farmer. Truth everywhere
is the standard of the Christianity
Churist taught,

Hofar probably even natural morality
would go. All admire, at least pro-
tespedly, justice and trutb., Heathen
pbilosophers bave come pretty near the
Chbristian idea of these Virtues and
have taught them to Ltheir followers.
But out great Teacber went further.
He urged the cultivation of peace and
good-will towards all, irrespective of
desert. Every precept of the Law
and every tesciiug by the Prophets is
summed up io the prineiple of uni-
veraal love, a disposition of the hearl
that enablee mau toavoid envy and
pride and to be concerned aboul the
bappiness of otbers, 18 a means of ob-
tuining bappiness, as well as to ‘*hear
all tbings, belleve all things, endure
all thinge.**

It is the disregard of this last virtue
that is reeponsible for all the misery
and all tbe mischief under which
Christendom still suffers. Men have
been striving to butld themselves up
on the foundation of one part only of
the priocipies laid down by Chbrist.
The greatest and pDoblest of them ali
bas been ueglected, except by a few
individuale, who have e¢ither been
oatracised as maniscs or even suffered
martyrdom. Letthe world understanad
and follow the prineciple of universal
love as apnounced by Christy and the
kingdom of beaven will dwell on
ealrth.

This 1s the condition to be called into
existence by the second advent of the
Bono of God. Looking at what has
been accomplished in the world
upder the influeice of Christianity
only partly understood and Imperfect-
ly carried cut, we may judge some-
what of what will take place, when all
are taught by the Lord and the power
to follow the teschings corfrespondsto
the knowledge obtajned. That i the
period of the earth’s his-orr Lthat is
cowing and whicn Cbrist’s followers
sxpect.

THE CZAR A CHURCH BUILDER.

The Russian emperor seems tu be
fond of buildiog ehurches. Oane of the
most magnificent edifices of the kind,
a veritahle fairy palace, has been
erected ou Mount Olivet, neat Jeruaa-
lem, by the present emperor and bhis
brotber, in memory vof their mother.
And oow it appears that the czar has
srected another costlly edifice at
Birki, Russia, upon which millions of
roubles bave been expended. It is
erected as an exXpression of gratitude to
the Almighty for the emperor’s
miraculous escape from death 1n a rail-
way disaster near the village in 1888,
it would seem that the sovereign heau
of the Ruseian empire, both state ani
chureh, has religlous sentiment ecough
to bonor and respecta bigher Ruler
and pay his homage to Him,

The [daho Daily Statesman, io com-

|

mepting upon this church build-
ing, raises the queslion whether
man cano pleage the Almighty

by the erection of costly ‘‘temples,?*?
and comes to s negative conclusion.
The Builder of the universe eannot
find pleasure, that paper thinks, in the
poot efforts of mortals. It would be
petter, it is urged, to distribute the
millions among the poor.

Without intending any disrespect to
our ldaho ectemporary, we may he
allowed to allude to the similarity
belwesen this argument and that of one
of the ancient Twelve, when a certaln
woman snointed the DMuster, as the
custom of tbe time and eountry ino
certain sasea required. ‘‘Why was not
this oiotment gold for three bundred
pence and given to the poor?? Asa
penny was a fair day’s wages, the
guestion seemed pertinent; but the
Master at once defended the act of
seeming wasle, because the motive was

pure. And this gives the true Answer
to questions of that kind. The
cburech bullt by the czar may
be insigntflcant in every par-
ticular in His eyes at whose
command worlds ocame ipto ex-
istence; yet, Iipasmueb as be felt

gratitade to God and wished to express
this feeling, bis work Is to that exteat
apoeptable and will not be unrewarded,

Ifthe Almighty couli take no pleas-
ure in the work of His children on the
earth, why did He command Moeser to
bulld the Tabernpacle and David and
Bolomen a Temple. and why did His
glory appear in their buildings? The
Boo of God ocslled the Temple His
Father’a house, and delighted Lo be
within its eacred precincte. That Tem-
ple bad then been under construction
neariy forty years and must bave cost
immense sums. But He pever intl--
mated that the moaey ouzht to bave
been distributed among the poor, al-
though in His every act and word He
proved Hiweelf to 1e the friend of the
poor, The fact of the matier is that
those who are libers) in regard to such
things are also generaily open-hearted
towards thore who arein need. Whete
(Fod iz 1ot bonored, the povor are alep
peglected.

Tne Statesman mizes the two ideas
of Templesand ehurchesun1ithey were
identical. Butthey are not. A church
is simply a place of worgbip. A Tem-
ple of God i8 a bullding erected for the
purpos- of bringing the work of salva-
tion within the reach of the departed
generatfons of the buman race. To
build Temples is oneof the dutiesof the
Church of Christ in theee latter daye.
And that the Almighty 18 well pleared
with the work so far done is evidenced
in many ways. The Saints do not re-
gret ihe labur or the money they have
expended oo their Temples. On the
contrary, when God ecommands, they
are willing to gi1ve again, and to erect
even more magnDificent baildings to
His boly pname.

A REAL REVELATIUN.

In the course of an article favoring
the admission of the territeries to state-
hoot, the Cleveland Plaindealer of
December 18, after indulging in s
little rather creditable wit—for QOhio—

concerning Atrizina and New Mexico,
gels along to argument serious and



