850

LOCAL IMPROVEMERTS.

President Jacob Gntesnud myseif,
by Invitation, natlended the fast
meeting and also a meeting of the
Beventy-Becond Quorum of Beven-
ties at South Cottonwood on Decem-
ber 4ih. .

Ouar starting polnt on takiog the

journey was the corner of Ifirst

South nnd First West Btreets, and
as I have been a close observer of
the growth of this city for the past
forty-three years, perbaps a few
notds by the way may be of some
little interest to the readers of the
NEWS.

Beginning ol a perigd forty-three
years ago when the block at our
starting polnt was owned by eight
persons, there being eight lots, con-
taining one and one-quarter acres
each, the court house corner waa
owned by President A.QO. Smoot,
now of Utah County; the next lot
norih on Second West was owned
by Brother S8amuel Turabow, who
died lzst month; the next lot
stilt north by Bishop John Biown,
now Bishop of Pleasant Grove,
Utah County; the notthwest corner
by James Feiguson, the northeast
corner by Edward Stevenson, the
next south nnd on First West by
Haydon W. Church, who died on
a mission in Teunnesree; the next
south Ly John Benbow (now de-
censed ), and.the southeast corner by
Wiiliam Carter, now in 3t George
or Dixie. The Smoot lof s now
occupied the city prison and
eourt house, the Turnbow lot by the
vet unfinished Fourteenth District
achool house. The other lota have
all changed hands many times and
on'y been moderately improved; a
fraction, however, of the Ferguson
property 1s 1n possession of the
widow, with the old-fashioned
homestead.

The Stevenson corner on First
Bouth Bireet, fifteen rods, Is leased
for a term of tweunty-five years.
Four stores are in  use, and the
Alken block, 530 and 100 feet, three
storles high, I8 In course of erec-
tlon. .

T'he Calholicseminnry authorities
are placinga fine three story brick
addition on the Benbow lot, while
on the corner {on Becond Houth) of
the Carter block there has leen
erected s block of stores; two stories
bigh. Turning east along Hecond
Bonth, and looking over to the corner
opposite the Carter lot on Becond
South and First West, where once
stood the residence of the late
Bishop Abraham Hongland, a cor-
ner frome bliock of stotes with
private rooms ahove is seen. On the
next ecor

osepli Horne and Charles Crismon,

n the Crismon lot stands the
hamber of Commerce

ing on enst to  \West Temple
and  Second Bouth  Hireets,
the Archle Hill 1ot on the
north, there ia ‘eing erected

a Californin business block; while

onihe south side, the Darwin Rich-
ardson lot, there is now in course of

erection Wel]s,ﬂé-‘argo’s Bank and
Balt T.ake postoffice. Just south,on
the next lot ¥n West Temple Street,
i to be n flue lhotel, eight orten
gtories in beight. Ite foundation Ix

per east are the lots of

peatly completed. On tho corner|
ol West Temple and Becond Huuth
! la theold lot of A. H. Lameroux.
| Passing on east io the pext coruner,
| Becond Houth and Main Bireet, we
see the Blulllner tannery and shoe
' shop of olden times {now ‘Walker
| Bros. corner). DNext east, coruer of
Main and Becond Bouth, stood Mar-
retts Bro.’s blacksmith shop. Now
on the east part of the ol is a six |
| story stope front.
l Comniercial block, facing Second
Btreet and Commerclal Sireet, has
| a beautifully cut and earved stone
front. On the originnl iotcf Bishop
] Hunter are some handeome
blogksa, on the east corner of titate
Road asd Becond Btreet, Here we
turned down the State Road, pass-
ing the Asa Corkins ot (portlieast
corner Third - Street and State
Tioad), where stands n six-story |
stone front nearly Lhe full size of
! the lot, fronting Btate Road and
Third Bouth. The enpola is on the
corner, above a course of bay win-
dows, and makes the surrounding
buildings look rather small. As we
passed along State Road our conver-
sation went back to forty years ago,
when mearly zll the face of the|
couniry waes ponds of water and|
gloughs of buil rusties and beaver
cane, More to the west of Slate,
TRoad for several miiea, runuing
south and north, much of the south- |
west portion of our ¢ity now stands,
{and five and ten acre lots arcat this
time worth thousands of dollars per |
aere.

Presldent (iates pointed out some
fuvored spots where the old settlers |
used to go and dig thlstle 1ools to
boll, mash and mix with poor corn |
and wheat ground In coflve mills.
This was made into bread. At this
time we were 1000 miles from any
point where food could be procured.
We were surrounded by wild In-
diaus; also crickets and the devour-
ing grasshoppers, which ate’ up our|
small store.

We pussed over the grounud ou |
twhich, in 1842, President Gates
| raised some of the fiist squash and
amall potatoes produced in Utah.The
city now covers that farming land.
We have had to endure many trials
in order to transform =& barren
waste into one of the most lovely
valleys of the whole workl.

As we pass over the graded Smlel
road, which has cost tens of thous-
ande of dollars, and more than that
number of loads of gravel, we see
{ the handivork of the hatdy pioneers |

for the past forty-three yeavs.

We certninly enjoyed the ride |
along the new road, from two to
three feet at-oxe the old muddy one.
After golng sonte nine mlles we|
reached Souih Cottonwood, where n

| fast meeting was being lheld in

interesting meetings also took place,
concluding with a meeting of Seven-
ties at 2 p.m. At the latter Preal-
dent Gatus ordnined other Seventies
|and set the Beventy-second q,uor-,‘t
um in working order. We grently |
enjoyed our entire ride of twenty~
five miles, returning home via Blg ;
Cottonwood, where we remained |
overnight, learning that loha W.
Young's raflrond was fast nenripg
Brinton’s of Rly Cottonwood from
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Mill Creek. The grading ia nearly
compleicd and iies and rails are
following close up.

Now weare looking forwnrd with
abxioas thought to the tatnre forty-
three years hence, leaving to be
answered the question, “*What
comes nexi??’

EDWARD STEVENSON,

KAvsvILLE, Dec. 0, 1800,

—————

AT THE GATE OF DEATH.
IHY HOWARD O. TRIFI,
Dreaming one night I drifted
To the gate of death ajar,
And through the mists nplified
1 saw & silent star.
It shone in mystic glory
Above o mountain’s heiglit,
And wilh enchanting gvandeur
1t broke the gloom of night.

Now dim and far U glistened
From the disiant upper skios,
While long I jooked and lstened

For the notes of Parsdise;
For well I knew the music
From those delightful ephecres
Would burst 1n snalight beauty
Upon my waiting eara.

A sudden hush, a rumble,
And then fromn off the sod
I sprang, a spirit humble
And weak before way God.
Then oaunée a burst of masie,
The star divinely glcamed;
I woke nnd fouud jo nogaish
That 1 kad ooly droamed,

Bn: still when lifeis ended
1 may then nnderstand
Why I shull bo befrienden
Up 1o the better lnnd.
Why L shall hear the music
And sce the happy eves
The star that glisteus brightly
In yonder Paradise.

For dreaming, | bave drifted
To the gate of death ajar,
And througn the mists uplificd
EHlave seexn a distant star.
And as tbe star hath vanished
Awiy from mortl view,
Upon sume fulure morrow
My death may prove it true.
— Table Tait,

L

NEw Yori, Dee. 12. — During
the high winds in Brooklyn thia
motning, & two-story brick liouse In
course of erection was blown down.
It fell on a brick struetture occuplied
by an Italian shoemaker, anil his
thirteen - year -old daughter was
killed.

Moseow Dec. 13.—Madame Kart.
zoft, a member af the aristocracy,
was found dead in her residence in
this. eity todny. All the evidence
points te murder, and it is belleved

Llock. ' charge of Bishop Rawlings. Other |3y "oline was committed by nihil-

jsts, ns nothlng was ctolen.

At. Louis, Dec. 14—During the pro-
wress of o fire In a brilding at the
corner of Eighthh and Marion streets
this morning three inmates jumped
from a third story window. Heinrleh
Schullz died this afternoon from in-

Juries received, but the other two,

Tizzie and Kate Koch, were only
slightly burt,



