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beenawen abused and villi fied by that
sheet without stint for intimating
that the so called womancomansIs indus
trial home wan a useless institution
and the expenditure of public money
upon etwasit was a mistake now it ap-
pears the opinion is obtaining in
many quarters that the project isais a
failure and plans are devised to
turn the building to some useful
purpose

we have not endorsed either of
these movements and do not think
the present proposition a good one
these schemes to raise the value of
real estate in the neighborhood of
the home are not to be applaud-
ed by sincere people because they
have been concocted and fostered
under the guise of a patriotic desire
to save government funds but
whatever sordid motives may have
moved the promoters of these adadvo-
cates

vo
for a change the fact shows

up in the midst of all clearly and
unmistakably that the bleeding
of uncle sam in the past and the
further attempt at phlebotomy in
the present are shameful and dde-
ceptive

e
ceptive and it is becoming more
and more perceptible every day
that the whole concern IFis a fizzle
and an inexcusable waste of nation-
al funds

DEATH OF THE BLAIR BILL
I1

THIMTHE following commentscom menta from
chestthe st paul pioneer prepress fairly
illustrate the feeling with which the
intelligent and independent news-
papers of the country republican
as well as democratic have received
the news of the defeat of the noted
educational bill introduced into the
senate by senator blair of new
H

all honor to the senate of the
united states which has at last given
its quietus to the pernicious bill of
senator blair for national aid to educa-
tion and all honor to the northwest-
ern senators by whose vote the offens-
ive and dangerous measure was
killed at last it is eight years now
since this most objectionable proposi-
tion first came before the countrycoti it
drew its strength at that time from
the consideration of the then recent
census returns of 1880 showing the
prevalence of illiteracy especially
among the freedmenfreed men of the southern
states there were many men in con-
gressfiealtI1 from0m toedie north who honestly be-
lieved it tto0bd16 their duty to contribute to
the cost of the great work that the
emancipation of the negro up-
on thesouth there were many men
from the south who grasped eagerly
at the offered subsidy frontfrom the federal
treasury As a tulerule their public
schools were poorly conducted and
supported they had not the splen-
did system I1thathat spread from new eng-
land all over the northern states and
they had not the public spirit and wil-
lingnesslingness to sacrifice for educational
adsands that would enable them to imitate

it the great danger of a centraliza-
tionan off ppowerer never so imminent as
whenahen it was proposed to turn our
schools over to federal control was
lightly thought of had it not been
for the principle of distribution accord-
ing to illiteracy which the introducer
insisted upon retaining and which of-
fered practically the largest subsidy to
the community that had done least
for itself it is probable that the bill
would have become law As it was
the escape was a narrow one

just prior to the vote which killed
the bill an Interestinterestingang debate oc-
curred senator bate of tennessee
opposed the bill because in hiship
opinion it led the people to rely
on the federal treasury for the sup-
port ard management of the public
schools continuing hebe said

the head of the interior depart-
ment would dispense national funds
under national laws and havinghavin the
keys of schoolhouses hang-
ing at his girdle that girdle wonwouldanad
become asan potent in politicsliti as tthehe
sceptre of any crownecrowned head the
school patronage would be used in
political campaigns of partisan dema-
gogues the tendency of the bill was
dangerous it fascinated and
charmed but it destroyed it wooed
to destruction as a siren of capri it
would lead to despotism it was a
dagger behind a smile a serpent
conedcoiled beneath the rose

senator edmunds favored the
bill and declared there was no
mommoral nor legal objection to it in the
constitution it will be remembered
in utah that this statesman has for
some years maintained the position
that for twenty years there has
been no constitution of the united
states except the public opinion of
the american people such are
hia own words

senator hawley of connecticut
made an argument in opposition to
the bill following are some of the
points he made

he prophesied that itif the bill be-
came a law it was not merely 7777

that it would cost it aouwould1d
cost hundreds of millions and wonwould1 d
go on for fifty years unless the bbill11

became so odious that an extra session
would have to be called to repeatrepeal itt
the bill was against the espirit of
states rights he did not want to have
the secretary of the national board of
education sent into his state the town
committees and school boards were
capable of taking care of the schools
and hebe wanted the national govern-
ment to keep its hands off

thirty one senators voted in fa-
vor of the bill of whom only eight
were democrats
senators voted against the bill of
whom twenty are democrats sena-
tor blair changed his vote that he
might move to reconsider

the vote was close the bill being
defeated by a majority of five and
in view of the growth of the newdew
nationalism a change may soon
take place in the senate that will
reverse the tado of itsito favor

THE NEW nationalism

WITHIN the last few months some
of the leading magazines of the
united states have devoted space to
the discussion of what Is called the
anewnew nationalism this term

may be defined as anewa new political
theory which savorsfavors a supervisory
participation in or control of the
social and fiscal affaffairslairs of the people
by the general government I1

A few examples will aid in con-
veying a clearer comprehension of
the nature of this new theory it
favors a national divorce law na-
tional participation in the manage-
ment of the public schools a postal
telegraph and the consolidation
under oneode general management to
be established by congress of all
the railroadsrailroad in the country one
of the latest outgrowthsgrowthsout of this
theory is a proposition for the gov-
ernment to lend money to farmers
at a low rate of interest

nearly every feature of the new
nationalism has in view pecuniary
advantage of some kind in the way
of economy or profit to make
money faster or to make it go
further is the object of nearly every
one of its propositionseions it is through
out a mercenary school of political
doctrines because it places pelf
above principle and prefers wealth
to popular liberty and local self
government

let it be supposed that the plan
now under discussion to lend to the
farmers the surplus revenues of the
government has been put in prac-
tical operation the politicianelan who
offers or advocates the lowest rate
of interest will get the most granger
votes and from now on demagogues
will attain power by pandering to
corrupt tendencies among the peo-
ple what must be the result
who that has read history is so

dull of comprehension that he can
not foresee speedy DatnationaliOnal deca-
dence as wethe consequence

undoubtedly the railroads otof the
country could be operated far muremum
economically under one general
management backed up by con-
gressional legislation than at pres-
ent but what would a presidential
election amount to if the railroad
employedemp loyes of the country like those
of the postofficepostoffice department were
preferred on account of their poll
ticsbics rhofhe railroad vote alone in
many of the states and in the
union as a whole would decide a
presidential contest

suppose money could be accumu-
lated by the masses under these
pprocesses of centralization chatas
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