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IF I can speak 8o as fo be heard, I will
talk to the brethren and sisters a few min~
utes, Itrequires stillness and close atten-
tion to hear th 88 who speak in this bow-
éry. A great deal has been said with re-
gard to the salvation of the human family,
I might say that more should be done,
then we could talk less, Of necessity,
through the weakness of human nature, a
great deal has to be said; buat if the people
could nnderstand the principles of life and
salvation, and would act accordingly, it
would require a great deal less wind work,
Words ar« wind, they go into the ear and
are forgotten; still there is a certain por-
tion that will be retained by a few, and
they will be profited thereby. The work
in which we are engaged is not magnifled
in the least by talking about it; it isonly in
the weak capacity of man that these prins
ciples become exalted through the hearing
of the ear. The princlples we preach are
the gosepel of life and salvation; and we
bave entered into coverant with God to
observe the rules, ordinanees and laws
pertaining to this life and salvation, The
question arises, Do we perform this labor,
in keeping the sayings of the Lord as
strictly as we should? No, we do not.

Suppose that we name a few of the rules
and regulations by which we are to live,
If I attempt to classify them, perhaps I
shall get them imperiectly in the science of
the law of God. Buat first, to me, after
hearing and believing that there is uu% a
characier a8 the Savior of mankind, who
has acted bhis part well and performed his
duty in purchasing redemption for the
bhuman family, and is now p'eading for his
brethren, I at once inquired what he re-
quires of me, This is the inquiry of my
reflections, and I learn that faith is the
starting point. If I believe sincerely and
honestly, I must obey, and the next step
in the plan of salvation, as laid down by
Jesus and his disciples, is for me to be bap=
tized for the remission of my sins, To the
Christian world, to the heathen world and
the infidel world, we can say thatall things
are spiritual, all tbings are temporal, all
things are natural; all things are natural, all
things are temporal, all things are spiritual;
and thefe is notthat being on the eartb, aud
never was, that 1 have any knowledge of,
that can dividethem. Butin the aet,audin
the performance of the duty of those who
believe in this plan of salvation, we can
define our faith in our secret closet by ex~
ercising faith in the name of Jesus, and
geeking unto the Father secretly in our
hearts, Here we find a difference and a
distinction between this and the actual
performance of rising up from my {Hﬂ.t,
going down into the water and Deiog
baptized for the remission of my sims,
Still the work is the same, consequently
it is spiritual, it is temporal, it is natural;
it is natural, it is temporal, it is spiritual.

Well, now, this work that we have be-
fore us, not that I am going to have time
to preach on these points, or delineate them
to any length; but these are the facts. If
we believe, we obey, we are bap‘ized for
the remission of our sins, which is the
commencement of the labor, the outward
performance and manifestation of obedi-
ence to God, through faith in the name of
his son Jesus Cbhrist, T'hen comes the
blessing by the imposition of hands upon
the bead of the individual who has receiv-
ed baptism for the remission of sins, and
he receives the Holy Ghost. This is the
blessing and the consolation of believing in
the iruth; and thisstimulates the individual
to still exercise faith and to continue in obe-
dience to the commandments of the Lord,
to pray always—without ceasing, and in
nverything to give thanks; his heart up-
lifted to God, day by day, from morning
until evening, and fromm evening until
moroing, for the blessings of heaven to be
. with hiwmn, for his feet to be guided in the
path of rectitude, aud that he may be pres
served from spezKing, thinking, and do-
ing in anywise, that which is wrong. This
is simple and plain, and ean be unders
stood by all classes ot the children of men
who are endowed with ithe common sense
and ability that are given to man,

The duty of the Lalter-day Saints is to
pray without ceasing, -and 1n everything
to give thanks, to acknowledge ths hand of
the Lord in all thiogs, and to be subject to
his requirements, We, as Lalter day
Saints, can say that our auty is laid before
us. We can read it, not oniy in the faith
and feelinga ol the individual!s of the com-
munity; but it is actually printed, it lies
upon the pages of our uistory, and we can
read at our pleasure, We meet togsiher
for the express purpose of having some-
body or other tell us that which we know
and have Eknown all the time, Wedhave
read it over and over; we bave thought of
it ana meditated upon it, yet we meet to-
gether and hear our breibren speak fto
force these things into the affections of the
genpla; and if we can prcrsuade them to

earken to every requirement of Héaven,
then we are nol under the necessity of
talking s0 mueh. Wae are freed from this
task and toil.

What is our duty? To pray, Pray al-
ways? Yes. To pray in our families?
Yes, Let roman be ina hurry, but what
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he can getup in a morning and pray with
hi# ‘amily before he permite himself Lo
partake of refreshment, Let every man
and every woman call upou the name of
the Lord, and that too, from a'pure heart,

|

it is ﬁurﬁ:i weown it,

while they are at work as well as in their
closet; while they are in public as well as
while they are in private, asking the
Father in the name of Jesus, to bless them,
and to preserve and guide in and to teach
them the way of life and salvation, and to
enable them so to live that they will ob-
:uiu this eternal salvation that we are af-
er.

Now, besides being our duty to pray,it is
our duty to live in peace one with another.
Itis also our duty to love the gospel and
the spirit of ihe gospel, so that we can be-
come one in the Lord, not out of him, that
our faith, our affections for the truth, the
kingdom of heaven, our aects, all our labor
will be concentrated in the salvation of the
children of men, and the establishment of
the kingdom of God on the earth. This is
covoperation on a very large scile. This
is the work of redemption that is entered
into by the Latter-day Saints, Unitedly
we perform these duties, we stand, we
endure, we increase and multiply, we
strengthen and spread abroad, and shall
continue 8o to do until the kingdoms of
this world are the kingdowms of our God
and his Christ,

We can read that these are our duties in
the Bible, Book of Mormon, Book of Does
trine and Covenants, and many other saya
ings that we have from the elders, which
are just as trueas any in these toree books;
and all combined are a way-marXk pointing
us to life and salvation, and we can read
for ourselves.

We might say, if one man has a difficulty
with another, let him, in the first place, go
to him privately and talk with him, and
see if he will be reconciled;or take another,
and so on. We can say ol a truth, thatif
there be hard feelings in the midst of the
Saints, they should be eradicates from our
bosoms by taking the proper ecourse to
enjoy the Spirit of the Lord instead of the
gpirit of animosity and strife. All these
things you can define and enlarge upon at
your leisure, Itis our duty te observe
our sacraments, to observe our fast-days
and offerings; it is our duty to observe our
tithings and to pay them. Thereisa great
deal said by our enemies with regard to
the members of this church paying tithing,
We are as free from taxation as any other
church on the earth, right or wrong, true
or untrue, and we pay as little as any other

eople, and if my tithing is required let it

e paid. Thatis the way to get rich., We
have entered upon a great system of co-
operation for the building up of the
kingdom of God, and, when it is built up,
If we are Baints of
God, and sanctify ourselves through his
gospel, then we shall be worthy to possess
all things, The'kingdoms of this world will
be ours, all will be ours, the beavens and
the earth, and the fullness thereof will be
ours,and we are the Lord’s, we are his
servants, and we possess all things in com-
mon with him. "That word *“all’’, perhaps,
conveys too much to the minds of some;
but that is no matter, With regard to
the Latter-day Saints, in the performance

of their duties, we could tell them what to |

do to be saved. The path is as clear and
plain a8 this highway is here, for the travel
of teams and the people. But when we
inquire about the ¢haracter of our Father,
there are some things connected therewith
that men do not understand, neither
should they understand them, Itis not in
acehrdance with the mind and will of him
we worship, as our God, that the inhabit-
ants of the earth, in their weak aud wicked

capacity, and in ignorance should |
understand them. It was mention-
ed here yesterday, and is frequent-

ly mentioned by myself and others, that
those who profess Christianity are in the
dark, and why? They mystify everything
they read the Bibls as a sealed book, and
they belive it when it is closed and laid
upon theshelf, They do not know how to
read itany other way, they do not know

how to believe it any other way,
and it 18 right and reasonable
that they should mnot; but as for

detailing the reasons why this is so, we
have not time. Suffiee it to say, all things
are done in the wisdom of Him who knows
all things, Itis wvot right, I will say, for
people to know the truth and live in dis-
obedience to it; it is not right for them to
uunderstand the ways and providences of
God as they are dealt out to the people on

toe earth, when they live and are deier- |

mined to live in wviolation of every com-

 mandment and law of God; avd because

they do 8o live, iguorance - covers
themn as with a mantle, shuts out the
light of truth from them, and keeps
them in darkness; aud if the light were to
shine upon them, as it does now and as it
dia ia the days of the aposties, would they
receiveitl? No, they would not. Ligobt has
come into the worla, but the wicked
choose darkness rather than light, Why?
It was told in days of old tbat their deeds
were evil. That is the fact tosday—‘‘they
choose darkness rather than lighy, because
their deeds are evil,”” and their hearts sare
fuliy set in them to do evi!; and here 1
might venture to say to all the inbabitants
of the earth, bigh and low, rich and poor,
to the king upon his throne and to the beg-
gar in the street, if they had the truth and
loved it they would rejouice in it. But they
will not receive it, I< not tLis lamentable?
It is; but we can not help it. We can de-
clare the truth to the people, but we can
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not force them to receive it., It the inhabs

itants of the earth were honest, they would |

receive the truth; and there is not a man
or woman now living on the earth, or ever
did live on it, who would speak, wrile,
think or act against the gospel of life and
salvation as they do, were they notin dark-
ness; but they are Kkept in ignorance
through their own wickedness and unbe-
lief, and they nourish and cherish the
spirit of evil, and that prompts them to
reject the words of life, We can say this
to all the human family; but to the Latter-
day Saints, yoa believe, now obey; and if
weé obey, all will be right, and we shall
gain the salvation that we are after.

I am bappy, brethren, for the privilege
of being in your midst. I frequently
shake hands with nuy brethren and sisters,
and they rejoice, they congratulate me on
my freedown, I have been fiee. I do not
feel, and have not felt, that | was bound in
the least. The question can be asked,
Were vou not a prisoner for some five
months through the indiscreet, unmanly,
inbuman, disioyal and rebellious decision
and doings of cur cfiicials? Ji seemed so0;
it had the appearance that I was confined,
and had not my liberiy, through the ill«
treatment, mistaken ideas, selfishness and
prejudice of the ungodly. But I did not
leel that I wagin prison, or that I was cons
fined. I will say to the Latler-day Saints,
my heart bas rejoiced for the privilege of
resting, I have rejoiced for the privilege,
as it was observed here, by Elder Hyde,
yesterday, of entering into my closet, that
is, I entered into my closet just as he did
into his. He kept himself where he had a
miod to,and I did the same, He entered
his cleset, and I icto mine, or into my
house, aund there I abode, and continued to
abide, for a time, and was thankfuol for the
privilege. Now I have the privilege of go-
ing here and there without having any-
one to accompany me only those 1
invite. I was very happy for the privilege
of being quiet, still and retired in my own
bouse last winter, My companion, not my
sleeping companion, but my companion in
tribulation and continement, for the gen-
tleman who was with me, 1 really thiuk
was, in his feelings, confined more than I,
a great deal, and felt so, would urge me to
ride, or to go to this pariy or that, o1 to the
theater., I kindly declined and thanked
him for his kindness in offering to accom-
pany me; and I would say, **You go and
enjoy yourseli, and 1 will stay here,’’ and 1
got him to go occasionally.

I say this with regard to myself, that
you may know my own feelings, But I
can say still more—the Lord Almighty bas
guided and directed the ship of state in

our behalf and for the deliverance and pro- |

tection of the innocent and the honest, VYic-
tory has perched on Zion’s banper, We
have obtained that that we couid not have
obtained had it not been for the persecut-
ing spirit that has followed on the heels of
the Latter-day Saints within the two years
that are past. How could we, withoutthis
very conuuet of our enemies, bhave ever
approached the highest tribunal in this gov-
ernment to have it give its decision with
regard to right and wrong, law, legalily,

that that is equitable and according to the | 8

spirit of our government, and that which is
contrary thereto? How could we have ap~
proached that body? How could we Lave had

ous cause before it, had it not been for the |

acts ofour enemies,with which they design-
ed to bring us to death? for thereis no quess
tion that,in their own feselings,the Knot was
tied around the neck of your humble ser-
vant, and he hung dangling in the air, Buat
God designed this for good, for the deliver-
ance of the humble and the meek., What
have we to say? We acknowledge his
hand in these things as well as everything
else, and say, God be praised!

I will not occupy more time, I want oth-
ers to talk, I will close by saying a few
things to you with regard to your duaties,
Attend to your meetings, attent to your
prayers; attend to your daily labor. Be
bonest and npright with one another; be
punectual, keep yonr word, preserve your:
selves inviolate iu all things. Be chaste,
preserve your faith before God, do not de-

moralize or  prostitute yourselves,
and all will be rightt 1 can say
that when a man comes along

and turns his cattle into his

reighs

bor's fleld without liberty, be prostitutes

his own feelings—his virvae, truthfulness,
bonesiy and uprightness before God and
apgels. If we will preserve ourselves in
purity, in the integrity of our jJiearts, it
will be well with us,

We have quite & number of the people

present from the settlements of this conuty

generally, and from Cache Valley. Isee
you have a little railroad bere, and tbe
people are building it, I am thankfal to
see this enterprise. Go ahead, brethren,
build this road and own it, and do what
yon please with it. It will be a fine
piece of improvement; it will open up
this porthern country, and give you faecili~
ties that
here, How beauntilul thatis! How com~
fortable, yes, that is the word—how com-
fortable and easy it is for me to get intoa
coach, or a good carriage, and run over
this railroad, from Salt Li.ake Cily to this
place in less than three hours, as wa did
yesterday morning. In less than three
bours from the time we left the depot of
the Utah Central in Salt Lake Civy, we
were in this bowery; and, this evening, we
expect, in less than three hours trom the
tioue we leave this bowery, to be in Salt
Lake City—a distance of over sixty miles.
It is very comfortable, very consoling!

And il we can see these things as they are,

they open up a field for the contemplation

of the wise to improve upon, that we may

shape our lives for the benefit of ourselves

and the human family and Lo promote

truth and righteousness upon the earth,
God bless you, amen,
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A sHORT discourse to the Latter-day
Saints conecernimg the poor. They bhave
done a great deal to emigrate the Saints
from foreign lands, 1 suppose that from
six to eight hundred thousand dollars
have been spent avnually for a number of
years, This was when we sent our teams
to the Missouri river after the Saints, Now
that we bring them by rail it does not
require so mueh; but it requires cash for
payment, and this season we want to bring
a good many of our brethren and sisters
and their little ones, Look at our friends
in foreign lands, and what do you see?
Many of our brethren and sisters lugging
coal in pits, lugging iron ore for smelting;
many in factories, some on farms, togging
and toiling continually, and hardly able to
get enougn of the most common necessa-
ries of lite. We want to ses our young
sisters, who are spending their lives in this
manner, here amongst us, that they can
fix themselves up, something as you are
here to day, I am talking now, to somse
that have bad experience in tbese things,
some who know that, with all their hard
labor, it is pretty hard to keep spirit and
body together. Look at those who have
been gathered here; you see them dotted
here and there through the country, with a
garden, a little house, a few chickens,
a pig or two, or a cow. They have
the butter, milk and bread te eal for the
raising; they bave a house to live in, for
tbey have built it, They soon get a little
money and areable to eater their land, and
have them a good home, We want to
bring others here that they may make
themselves bomes, and be comlortable,
and live with the Saints,

I can not learo that our officers aredoing
much to gather means for the poor. They
are ‘‘going to do it,”’ they are ‘‘just going
to do it.,”” But I want them to do it, and to

commence to-morrow morning. We are
not going to exact a dollar from each man
for himself, and one for each wife and
child; but I am going to exact of the breih-
ren, to put into the emigration fund a little

| means, to help

| can send for the

you could not otuerwise enjoy |

of their abundance, according to their
to bring home the poor
Saints, I have headed the lisi every tims
that we have asked for means, I gave my

| trifle this season, as usual; I gave two

thousand dollars to begin with. Now,
come up and give what you can. Some can
ive five dollars, cthers ten, fifty, or a
bundred, just as well as I can give what I

| have. 1 have not asked that ot my breth~

ren which I do not do myself. I help to
bear the burden, and I belp to eat the
“johnnycake,”” and the pudding and milk
when I can getit. I want you to follow
the example of those who teach you. I
exact of Brother Snow, your presiding

officer here, to be most liberal of any man

in this county, and the bishop next; and
then go through, and gather up this means
and let us have it within ten days, that we
r. And if the English-
man says, ‘‘I will send for a brother En-
glishman through the Perpetual Emigra-
tion Fand, and when he arrives here 1 will
seo that he pays or do without it,” let aim
have the privilege. If ten Englishmen
have a mind to makeup a purse to send
for some of their iriends from Euogland,
let theni have the privilege. 1fthe Welsh
or the Secandinavians are disposed to take
the same course, and make up a purse of
one, two or three thousand, and wish to
send for their friends from Wales or Scan-
dinavia, and say, **We will see to the cols
lecting of this means that we furmnish for
gethering the poor,” let them have the
privilege of doing it. That is my sermon
on behalf of the poor; receive it ¥ﬂtﬂ yoar
hearts, and act upon it. Remember, we
want your means, we do not want your
prayers. I recollect a little circumstance
which transpired in Canada. A ceriain
Methodist class-leader would make the
longest prayers for the widow and father~
lessthat were known ofinthecoantry--they
would many times reach from Torouto ;ﬁ
Quebec. There was & poor widow belonged
to the society, who used to weave for &
livinyg; and this blessed class-leacer said to
her, “Iam giving youn too much, I fiud yod
have polatves 1o eat every day.” She
stepped up to him one evening afier

rayers, ‘" l.ock here,” says she, *'Deacon
E want you should let me have a peck oi
pota oes.”” Says he, with a long face: ‘'l
can’t do if, I don't owe them to youn"
‘*Well,” says she, ‘'you pray for the poor
and the widow, youn make long prayers
but, 1 wanttosay this toyou, L would rather
have a4 peck of potatoes than all the
prayers you ever offered in behalf of the
widow and the fatberless in your whole
life.””  We would rather have your money
than your prayers on this oceasion, but
we want you to offsr up your prayers for
the success of this means which you give
for gathering the poor.
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