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P L WILLIAMS REPORT

P L WILTA Ahti commissionerConi missioner of
schools for utah under ake ed
munds the
following report to congress it is
inserted here that it might bebd pre-
served in awater
of mtterest 1 virtually
asks farfo r congressional lego dod
and MOlt blobias is therefore decidedly
against the community of latter
day sainta 1

toro congemngiMCo

in accordance with the requestrequire
mentsmente of law I1 submit the Afirst an-
nual report ofoj

afpf
the

1

schools of utahtati
territory

w ier
T ftheyh flflostgai enactmentt ofcj

I1
the legis

lature af on the subject of a
public school

I1
system wasw appiapprovedoved

february W it provideded
for the organization of schoolchoo filldis-
tricts

is
jyby the in tbthe

soaveralveral counties0 antl es 0ofki fhehe territoryferA tb
forbiefor fhe election 0off three ttrusteespu

tsaixin
eich district prescribe their duties
aniand defined their powers they
were authorized amongst other
things to afew ati janjjae an-
nual tax of one fourth otof 0onen e per
contcent on all taxable property within
gieir districts forto school purposes
when moremore than that amuatamount was
required to liase build repair
or furnish school houses or for other
purposes it was fixed by a two
thirds majoritybority vote of the qualified
voters resident j a4 the djdistricttrAct pres-
ent at a9 meeting called faror twthat pur-
pose

this act also provided for the
election of a territorialTerri toral superintend-
ent of district schools and for a
county superintendent of schools
in each county of the territory it
was further provided that all schools
organized under the direction of the
trustees in the respective school
districts of the territorycry should be
known in lawjaw by the name and title
of district schools

the earliest enactment of the terr-
itory providing any certain or gen-
eral support for schools by taxation
was contained in the revenue law
approved february 1878 which
provided that there should be col-
lected annually beginning with the
year 1878 an ad valoremvaloreeva lorem tax on all
the taxable property in the terri-
tory of utah three
mills on the dowbordollar jor the benefit of
district schools

and two years later by the adact
approved february 1880 it
was enacted that the moneys accru-
ing for the benefitof district schools
under the provisions of the act of
1878 should be disbursed on orders

drawn by the territorial Supesuperin-
tendent

rip
off district schools in favor

of the territorial aub treasurer of61

each county according to school
pupation and should be jhaj to
the by the territorial subabnb
treasurerstreasurers on the orders ofodthethe
county superintendentssuperintendenta and saidmid
money should beb used in paying
school teachers during the year
owingloving the omeoe in which it waswap

assessed and
the octact ot aho first tojio

provide for taking an amual cean
of4 the children resident iqin tbtoe sev
eral schoolschol districts between 6 ad
JAyaayearsearp which was made the
age M f

ancev tao aptt of Jia hehaa0
been no Matermaterialpat erial11 awigeja the

of 1 anthe
0 and now naj

ever with reference to theth further
kupst thereof ay tax

the school law of the territory
as lt prosepresentut aad which is
the same as thoth apt
0of february 1880 is herewith

in connection wmwith tjthe
biennial report of the
of schools lorfor the yean 7 to
theatje twenty eighth ocion of the
legislative assembly of the territ-
ory which began january ath

1888 1ina the practical operations
of this law it is found that the 8

mill tax provided by the isetonaf 1878
and annuannuallyvAly collected audand dis-
tributedtributed to the severalbeveral counties and
districts off the territory in propor-
tion to the school population there
of as shownhown hyby the last preceding
annual census is scarce enough to
pay one half of the compensation of
the teachers hitherto employed so
that it has been and the
almost uniform usage up to the
present time to collect each term a
tuition fee for each of the pupils in
attendance at the school which was
fixed in the respective districts by
the trustees and graduated in
amount according to the vatiestimatedmated
balance required in addition to the
public fund for the payment of the
teachers

within the last two years efforts
have beenboon made in a very few djsdis

and in a still
smaller perhaps not ex-
ceeding eight or tentea in toethe terri-
tory to levy a local district textax
sufficient to supplement the territ-
orial fund applicable to the pay-
ment of teachersand thus main
tein free chool

eherd is no provision in the
requiring school toofay foebe kept torfor

anyspecified time during jhb year
or providing any penalty in 1

way pfaf witwithholdingholding any portion of
the school fund to which a district
may be entitled in consequence of a

to provide a school but the
bubele of school

ix entirely within the
pleasure of di district the par-
tial provided by the verriterri
kopial law if tendency to lacour
age schoolschoola and
baet the inadequacy of this fald ne

the oolcollectionlection
alao ofa decatepe cate to keep
many children of the poorer classes
of 1artI population at home when
theat attending

while thus taaiho territorytory
i has tvtipaa limited extent
theaft efUxaoappa forthefor the beneat
ofaof a fitin of school it
apsbpsas failedfalato to wyar r outtie theory to
it ri at by jireviding
adequate daanoja ao40 supparLaca abst m
of I1

attheat the Tntwentyty eighth of
th held ina the early
partokhfh year a billiasbill was
framed aad passed the lower house
of thehie which contained
gereraljy the embodied in
ahohe recent of these
states and Territerritories which have
established aad are maintaining
aL system of public schoolsechoola to which
agtheauthe children between prescribed
agesage are entitled to attend free of
charge but upon presentation in
the Councouncilpil substitute
therefog was preseptor and passed
with imae or no except
so srifor mW it waswab 0opposed by the two
nen bonnoit otof gentile membersmeiBbers of
the council which substitute waswasa
in subsubstancestanco a rereenactment of the

existing territorial law
with the following material differ-
ences I1

13 t all schools organized
under the direction of the trustees
in the respective school districts of
this territory shall be known in law

11by the hame and title of district
SCschools and all other schools shall
bea known as private schools all
schools both district and private
shall bebb entitled to a just and equit-
able

I1 t
aapportionmentmo of any public

schoolkal hindd arising from the united
states or from legislative anace
mentsmente of this territory such ap-
portionmentsportiononminmentsts shall be made to said
schools by theth trustees on the basis
aet the actual attendance of pupils
and the holding of four terms a
year and all such schools shall re-
ceive a distribution of funds in pro-
portion to the number of terms held
nd abe attendance of pupils pro

voted abat of any
uch pua 0 Aschoolzaoo00 fund shall be

Mmadea to anyI1V district or privatete
schoolh bah achell shall hold
at least two full termsterm during the
year


