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unite the dark skin and protruding lips
of vhe African with the Hebrew's sharp
fealures, twinkling eyes and nose of ab-
mormal development. There i8 a very
large Jewish eleament én the fIsdand, in
proportion 6o s size and populatien,
Kingston alone has a Jewish colony
3,000 Strong. The control of
the mercantile business; and with
the same accommodating spirit which
distingulshed the seet elesewhere. Lhey
are always ready to lend a helping
hand, under the slgn of the three gold-
en balls, to eny spendthrift Creocles
who are bent on ruining themselves.
The exception social importance of the
Israelites in Jamaica i8 due t0 the f[aect
that the Island was wsettled while
Cromwell ruled in England—and every-
body Knows that the protector sympa-
thized strongly with the refugees (rom
ficurishing synagogues Iin Xingston,
one for Spanish and Portuguese Jews,
whicn also includes the npegroes; the
other for English and German Jows.

This ought to be the most pious is-
land under the sun, judging f[rom fhe
church records. Although the institu
tions of the Chureh of England are
moat in evidence, fully one-third of the
population sare [laptists, and every
other religious denominnti-on 5 rip-
resented. l.ookiag over 1he statistics,
1 find that there ars 40,233 Episcapal-
jans In Jam:ica; 32, 428 Baptisis: 2.-
999 Meth)diats, 9.292 Romnan Cuthoelics.
ard 27,400 me nbera of ather Christn
churches. o

The c¢lergy Includes 50 Baplist mln-
1sters: 3¢ Wesleyan; 20 Presbyterian;

17 Moravians; 6 Unlied Methodist and,

Free misisonaries and 10 from the Lon-
don mission society: and nobody knows
how many state-pald rectora and cu-
rates of the churches of England and
Scotland, Romish priests and Jewlsh
rabbis.

FANNIE BRIGHAM WARD.

PIRST THANKSGUIVING.

Thanksgiving dawned on a people this
year, that have a case for deep and
sincere thankfulness. Americans offered
up words of gratitude to God, words of
prase, words of faith that will unite all
#n one feeilng of love and kindness.
From the Atlantic to the Pacific, the
angel of peace has awept back the tide
of war and brought to our mation @
deeper love and a more sincere patciot-
jsm for America *“the land of the free,
and the home of the hrave."" The sun
shines today on a prosperous and happy
people. The soll has glven up its pro-
ducts in abundance. The wheat, corn,
and potatoe flelds have yielded as they
have never yiekled before. men have
seemed b0 awaken to mew duties in
daily life, ©f which they had never
thought; in all heatth and prosperity
has attended our people. True, the red-
handed demon of war has been abroad
in the land and at sea, but the God of
battles has aided the indomitable valor
of our soldlers, and our flag still waves
over a nation whose destiny is in the
hands of God. True, there is poverty
and distress in the land; therc are some
who are starving by the side of those
who are feasting, but the lot of ‘the
American people Is, on the whole, far
better than the inhabltants of the mon-
archial governments of Europe.

QOur nation has shown its power in the
late war with Spain. The American
people are not only progressive m the
arts and aclences, they are humane and
genenous. They did nmot fight for might
they fought for homor and justice, and
for this reason God helped the stand-
ard bearers of llheriy.

We may ask, why 1s it that prosperity
comes 0 us in a greater measure than
to other nations? It i9 because we have
a God-given abllity to work for right,
knowing that through our hearts angd
minds, the Great Father makes known
His will to the children of men. We

have within us that old Teutonic blood,
which down through the centuries of
time has put life and courage into the
bodies of Anglo-Saxon descepdents,and
which gave us the courage and strength
of our Bilgrim Fathers. We have in
our veins today thls determination and
nigh regard for liberty. This is why na-
tions wonder at our successes.

Yack tn 1623, Wm. Bradford, who was
governor of the orginal New BEngland
colonies, proclaimed the first zeneral
Thanksgiving Day in November. At
this time everything looked as black as
a thunder-cloud for the Yttle band, and
oply the strongest faith in God could
have justified the call for thankfulness,
when the crops were withering for lack
of raln and the clouds gave no sign of
relief. Willlam Bradford's faith won.
The rains descended and the crops were
saved, and Americans have been im-
bued with {his faith ever since.

"While this year has brought sorrow
and loneliness to many homes; while it
records the terrible sufferings of war
and bloodshed; yet we have cause o
partake of the spirit of 1621, and offer
up our thanks to God for His goodneas.

The first Thanksglving among the
Plymouth cclonists was not heralded
far and wide but #ts record is:

Quy harvest being gotten in, our gov-
ernour sent foure men on fowling, that
so we might ‘after a special manner re-
jovce together: aflter we had gathered
the frult of our labours; they foure In
one day killed as much fowle, as with
a Httle helpe beside, served the company
almost n week, at which time amongst
other Recreations we exereised our arms,
many of the Indians coming amongst us,
and amongst the rest their greatest King
Massasoyt with gsome minute men whom
for three days we entertained and feast-
ed, and they went out and killed flve
Deere which they brought to ihe planta-
tion and bestowed on our Governour and
upon the Captaine, and others.

Proclamations for Thanksgiving and
apecial church worshlp were issued
very early by the governors of Ply-
mouth colony and i the Bay oolony.
The historian Hutehinson eays:

; ntl every spring, ap-
;Ii‘rlllfgd ac":'ir:\.f;'mroryasung and prayer, Lo
mplore the divine blessings upon t elr
afraire in the ensuing year, and in the
tall. a day of tbanksgiving and publi¢
acknowledgement of the favors con-
ferred upon them in the year past.
During the adherence of the oolonies
o the crown, the proclamaitions were
headed. with the Britidh coat of arms,
and the motto, "God save the King."
As the trouble bétween the colo-

nies and the mother country tnereased,
less aftention was given to Thanké-
giving proclamatlons issued by the
royal governors, but in 1776 the people
of the Massachusetis coloeny were unit-
ed in celebrating the Thanksgiving day !
of thal year. The proclamation was
given at 'the council chamber in Bosaton
and signed by the council. The peaple
were epjoined bo be grateful to God for
“"He has united theee states in a re-
solved vipndication of thaelr rights, even
to the last extremity; has givem them
a general council of patriols, wise te¢
direct, raised up generals falthful to
exacwte the measures mecessary for
thelr defense, and anfmated so many of
the some of America to grasp the sword,
and with a manly cheerfulness endure
the fabigues of war, in support of that
freedom which is the binthright of all.
Has led them by the hand from step
0 step till we have seen these states
compelled, through oOppreesion, to as-
gelt their oative right to freedom and]
indepentence in an united declaration
which the impartial world must justi-
fy."
In 1750 John Hancock lssued the
proclamation of 'Thanksgiving, advis-
ing all the colonies to observe it, and
concluding his article with the sentente
“God save the people of the United

States of Amenica.”
in the library of the state department

at Washingion are kept all the proe-

lamatioms ever issued by the Presidents
of ithe United States. The first of these
was signed by George Washington and
then by Edward Randolph, his attor-
ney general. The second one wad is-
sued by James Madison; ther it geems
that the Presidents of the Tnlted
States failed 4o isaue any untll Lin-
codn'a proclamation in the early sixties.
Washington's proclamation was:

By the President of the United States
of Amerlca:

When we view tlie calamities which
afflict other nations, the present condl
tion of the United States affords much
matter of consolation and satisfaction.
Our exemption hitherto (rom foreign
war, the increasing prospect of the eon-
tinuance of that exemption, the great
degree of international tranquility we
have enjoyed, the recent eonfirmation
of that tranquility by the suppression
of an insurrection which so strongly
threatened it, the hapi:y course of our
public affairs in general, the unexampied
prosperity of all closges of our citizens—
all cireumstances Whieh peculiarly mark
our situation with indications of the
Divine beneficence toward us. In such
a state of things it la, in an espeeinl
manner, our duty as a people, with de-
vout reverence and affectionate agcord,
to acknowledge our many and great
blessings to Almighty God and to Im-
glore Him to continue and confitm the
lesings we experiefice,

Deeply penetrated with this sentiment,
1, George Washington, the President of
liw United States, do recommend to all
religious  societies and denominations
and to all persons within the United
States, to set apart and observe Thurs-
dav, the 19th dni; of February next, as
a day of public thanksgiving nnd prayer,
and on that day to meet together and
render thelr slpcere and hearty thanks
to the great Ruler of nations for the
manifold and single mercles which dis-
tinguished our lot a3 a nation, particu-
larly for the profession of constitutions
of government which unite and by their
union establish liberty with order, for
the observance of our peéace. forelgn
and domestic. for the seasonable eon-
trol which has been given to the sup-
port of this order in the suppression of
the late insurreetion, and generally for
the prosperous course of our affalrs,
public and private: and at the same
time humbly and fervently Dbeseech the
kind author of these bleasings graeiously
to prolong them to us; to imprint on
out hearts n deen and Solemnd sense of
our obligations to Him for them; to
teach us rightly to esteem thelr ailms
nnd value: to preserve uUs (rom the aro-
gance of prosperity and (rom hazarding
the advantages we enjoy by delusive
pursults: to dispose us to merit the gon-
tinuance of His (avors. by not abusing
them, by our accord for them, and by
a corresponding conduct as citizens and
as men: to render thls country a more
and more safe and proPitious asylum
for the unfortunates of other countries:
to extend among us true and useful
knowledge; to diffuse and establish hab-
its of sobriety, order, moraslity and
Eiety. and, -finally, to impart all the
lessings with peaee .or ask for orders,
to the whole family of mankind.

In testimony whereof T have caused
the seal of the [Tnited States of America
to be fixed to these presents and signed
the same with my hand, Done at the
sent of Philadelphia, the lst day of Jan-
uary. one thousand seven hundred and
ninety-ﬂve and the independence of
the United States of America the 19th,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

B{: the President,

DW. RANDOLPH.

President McKinley's proclamation
to vbserve Thanksgiving thls vear was
a vvorncise and  well-worded notice,
There can be mo doubt that it had the
required effect, and that all Amerlecans.
both at home and abread united on this
holiday and gave thamks to him, who
rules the deshiny 0! the race,

LEVI EDGAR YOUNG.

IN BEAR LAKE STAKE.

Qur people here at Liaketown, Bear
Lake Stake of Zion, enjoyed a very rich
treat last evening—the oceaston being
the wvisit of Elder William Budge and
Qounselor James H. Hart, nccompanied
by Elders Mosiah Booth and Stephen
Gheen wof St. Charles, Idaho—all of
whom favored us with addresses replete,



