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WASHINGTON LETTER

A Sunday Ramblo Arnong tlo Graves at Arlington Proont-
Appoarar co of the Homo Which Qonoral Robert E

Leo Left to Cast His Fortunes With tho Confederacy

How th ° Splendid Estate of a Thousand Acres Was

Bought by tho QovornrnOTt for65Bacic Taxes

0cvrrespondewes f the NewsI

D C The 14 ianashingtonn
lent Improved the last-

pleasant
tor spon

lour Sunday bY a wheeling
rrptorae

to

National l Cemetery on to
oar ot the News hOW

In
sett the n odors

ttoe season of falling feane a
tent-
Arlington 11000° and the fine estate of-

thousand acre which was tho home
George ashlngtonGeneraloft the time ot-

doP ted son from 1802 to
d athIle on the Virginia hills

bust four miles from the Capitol dome

the rron 5105 To reach It you pose
II
through quaint old GeorgetownItst-

umbledone mansions built a century

Its narroW teto nnd old old-

enat i and the dilapidated warehouses
port Ita great resolrof a bygone

sad Lrand new powerhouse ot the
ctrl rallwfYI and smettmarketd-

oublo sense Itst ancient Catho
In

herslll and community of priests
lied nuns and professors Its proud

First Fnmlllcs and tho historic
cemetery where many more of the I-

I may be found Its warms of

imMns darkeys and mongrel curs Its

franl squalor and happy go lucky
poverty Ul this Iis Georgetown and
I great deal more which can better
be felt and emellellthn described

Then you cross the tong wooden

bridge on top of the canal acqueduct
abide rPans the Potomac whereiIJh ae quiet today ne during
weary months when McClelland
foroe Iny long the placid river and
then you are out of I C and In
THE OurAT STATL OF VIRGINIA
Ie Inning with Rosslyn the little ham
M at the further end at tho bridge
Pert you spocd along l1n unfenced
toed which Is IU full of holes und
lullles as only a Virginia rod can be
lire r s acre oil on either side lIB red
u brick dust and apparently Incapable
of grow tag a wecd past several negro
settlements from the 0100 ° ot whose
antles black faces grin and yellow
togs Iii out to snap at your helD
mile or co to the northernmot en
trance of the cemetery grounds

Arlington House Is situated at tin
highst point of the ridge which over
looks Washington BO that a straight
line drawn from Its doorstep to the
Capitol building woull bo bout on a
Itul wltll the plumed helmet of the
Goddess of Liberty atop the dome 337
trot thorn low tide In tho river The
thole istotc of 1000 acres which
Lea along the highway betweei
Georgetown and Alexandria Is en-
closed with a substantial wall of red
freestone but only about 200 acres ot

Immediately surrounding the mans-
ion arouse d for cemetery purposes
There are three Imp ulng gateways In
lbe wail and over the arch of the
pdncipnl one Is cnRorlbll these eroNs-

here rest 16085 of the 316668 cltt
teot oho died In defense ot our count-
ry tram 1SG1 to 1865

Lnterlng the gate nearest George
toot you are nt once In the midst ot
countless graves foot high marble
headstones undulating uphill and
dean tar as the eye can reach To the
right and left ot the winding road
fiteids the silent bivouac of the
dead and Imagination Involuntarily
conjures up the scene when Gabriel
Won his trumpet In the morning and
till Grand Army of our Republic gets
up In answer to the summons Each
hltc stone tells Hi own brief but
Wthetlo story They are fsmllinr
tames which In most lealoncee
peak of their Anglo Saxon origin on
the farms and In the village works-
hops ot the North as for Instance
here is lImy Ilobinson from theIIInnot volunteers besides George
Long of lire Maine cavairy with
Charles Ulndo from an Ohio villogot
wi ono side and Jame Inicht from
Ptnnsolvanta On the other There lire
law lorelg names to be seen lout
strange to ao3 those ot women nlleOron many of the slabs Why thc are
here ills impossible to understand
To be sure there were Bell IOeyols
std female spies In the wnrhut all
these rould not hate been ot that
deecelptlon Perhaps they avers nurses
Is the hexpkrls around Washington
where they riled ot dlsenses contracted
from thr slrk nod wounded soldlr or
mb they were daughters ot theregiment and a few mny have been
those sttnngo characters who shed the
habIlRmnl ot their eon lamed the
aarrlorn garb and muclocd Arooscu
like tto their grnvee In either case
the spirit of heroism was within them
end they deserve to slumber with the
Grand Arm Tire colored trooo two
tr three thousandl of them nre en
cmnpel ly themselves In one turner
sad like there white romplnlonstens the majority went to glory fromMrclnli battlefields and Washingtonhospitals

At
llength wearied of Interminableiraastoiea you turn to lire left by

tome leit trewn pathway under the
and down lhekgentleehulls oulharll up

cross twn or
item little rrecksalwoye with graves
05 either hand till suddenly an openken the 11 pri discloses

AlLIf aTON HOUSr-
helust ul looking cn much as It

tlt1IIyt In Its halcyon days bofe
the v ah as they my In Vlrginlal

from Walhlnlton lice mansion niwrear wt e md lire surroundiff green a nearer Other shows It
li w It was lulit thefrrnnli detlgnatcl nIg

tiro temple of oestum nearSiaples The central portion i f lire
Odrfce h feet square with two
tinTs each 40 feet square giving nmntaw or 140 feet This IIs faced bse pal tb o II fret deep eight mugI lgsilo nt Doric rMumn 6 feet high

nllnoltslr hinltjOTJ1
I
figure

andaNetucralle pretensions o th0 Pincebor of the clr of snug comfort andtenewos good cheer which yet lingers
around the dlsmontlcd hence ll thom1
boas

Ihe general Impression that thisI
005 owned bs Robert 13 lee nt

iVt1 ot the late unpleasnatness
of

that It was confiscated on accountht lartlelpmcy In floe nel elllon la
rclstal n one never5sed so rearloots knlil wallshobo d to his wife who was aCaeUn 001 Inherltcl It from George
thln ton rarle Custus the adept

of our first Iiesblent And
d Only a life in lerost In lh0

t which at her havevtrted lrtteoGen the nextdstvndnnt In line The Lee romlly
kvOb

uaed Iif till lm nllen Obey went
to test their fortunes with the-

M i iPrac5 In lire foil toot ng jenr It
tr fns the head Barterslien McDowell litirI riu v army
ir

I4I 000ero P itdwn I
acid tryetle forpen

gov
to meat under the direct tax act forsum of E65 over due truce
teflbe money wn tendered again and

fated cg eral Lees frlen Is but was
rhea se wets troubi o il Umee
tad Ibs

inluetlcoJ ran clot on booth sides
Lnrbarttlos we arc now con-

hmtiog In Cuba were root whollyl un
s In our mcro nllghtene lendtor
I example

l the execution of MrsOral for the crimeI of kecplnsI a

joanllng house After the war Airs
Lea brought tall against the govern-
ment for the recovery ot the proprt-
or the value bi It Os the government
had nlready turned It Into n burlnl
ground which ot course ruined It so far-
nn the ramllY wns ronrerned Irlnolly
TUG SUl RLML COURT Dl CIDU

TON CAS1
In favor ot the Lro heirs whereupon
a bill was Introduced In the Sent
tby Senator Ldmunds of Vermont to
pay Mri Lee the sum of I2HOOOO for
the Property The bill was passed and
the money was turned over to General
Culls Lee bloc heir at law tinder the
will of his grandfathel as recorded In
the lalrfnx county court house all
but TOClOO vvhlili was retained by the
government until the state ot Vtr
glnla had hen pall all taxes due A-
will Ie seen there was sooe00 lnlusttce
veil In this specially aft-

repealed
the direct

lax law had been making
tiro rlghtful owneoe of the place pay
for It during the time it wa forcibly
held by other pnrtlea The nntlonal-
cemelery tons tormally ostubllVheTt
the government In1861 upon 200 acres
ot the land besides the Ooyn In Iliac
a few hundre who wore the Gray are
alsO burled here and back ot the noon
slop it a much oilier family grave-
yard enclosel within a cocoon In
the latter lice Jlary Itai lo ph one ot
the proud Hand ilphl of the Hoanocke
valley and mother it hits Robert L
I te Near the Ibeginning of the cen-
tury sbe corn up front Itlchnoond 10-

Ihe with her daughter Colonel I 1 irke-
Cuitls wit who tone then too mls
trees of Arlington nod there she found
a final rotting place the first orcupanr
of the family burial ground Ilesido
her lie Colonel nrke cuU and loonor his lowly wife who was once the
gayest belle of all the surroundlng
region

Close by this tiny godsDcre it anoh
Ject of great Interest to the country at
Iarge the great granite tarcopboogu
under which no nauy mother born
sleep In one grave four cannon are
mounted on top with n prumlll ot
balls between and the polished face ot
the monument bears this Intcrtptionl

Ileneath thus stone repose the hone
ot 2111 unlmown sol Hers gathered af-

ter the war from the Reid of Dull Hun-
nnll the tout to the Itappnhnnnoclc
Their bodies could not be idenllficd
but their names and deaths oronec-
orded In the archives of their country
and Itt grateful citizens honor them on
Its noble story of martyr May they-

amphlthe
rest In Peacc

In the rear ot this Is the
nter tahero ever year the service of-

Afemorlol Day are performed It Is
covered with n large circular arbor
over which a variety of grope cIarn
and flower Ong creepers furnish dense
shade In their season All about err
lag staffs and eautlfully kept flower-
beds and benches scattered upon green-
lawnn and lathvvavs lending to shady
nooks beneath grand old treeSl1 very
paradise for a summer day a loitering

The Interior of Arlington house 51111

tours somo resemblance to the time
then Its great room t were famous for
elegant hospitality and the flrnt so
cIety of the Infant republic ate drank
danced and made merry within them
From the day ot Its building the proud
olll mansion always shellered some
tho noulest men and must bellutltul
women of mcrlca and no other of the-
noorraI historic houses of tIc country
line so plainly retained the savor o-
tgreatns Montlcello nourishedl only
while Jefferson lived The lIrltage
tell Into ohscur Sounds coon after
Jnclonon died Ashland Sunnyslde
Murshileld shared the tame Ignoble fat-

Washington
Ptaunt Vernon had no succesaIon of
tam the illustrious ot
lung ago coot enough

Ueneath the cornices ot Arlington
parlors my yet be seen the hooks
that once held the lebrated pictures
which George Washington adopted
sou brought from It Vernon Include
Ing several original pirtral of Oho

Father of Ills Country dating Roar
1773 to 179G Tloere Ivan also tbe-
equestrian statue by Trumbull the
Williams crayon from actual
slltings three orlglnnl by
Stuart the but a mntr-
plce from winch so man copies have
been mode the full length portroll
made by order from the marquis ot
inidoune and nnother painted ex
prely for Martha Washington the
widow Thero wet many mlscellne
ous pictin too some of tloem ot
great vntue which had been prente1
to Washington Iby eminent people at-
one time or another and the quaint
high prtetcd bedstead upon which hr
died TbesO are nil gone now with
the scottered remnant ot his descend
ont ont only a shadow ot departed
glory mantles the edifice

Ilchlnl the house rant tho wellworn
path beneath the oaks whirls Robert D-

I

Loc paced all night long so It Is satd
while

MUClKo UP IllS MINI
I which way duty lay whether to est

his fortunes with lots kindred of the
South or to remain loyal to the gov-

ernment to which he owl lots educll-
tlon na a soldier I

1l11llght Solon who louTtiesVactel up
on his honest convlcttoni of right un
Ilased by Interest U rosy rote
he niched from that niggard rime
on Immortal tame though hr lied In
loveits pelf exiled from bole one
beautiful horn Ills descendant
mourn for thlr beloved Arllnlton and
like Uachel mourning for children

I refuse to be comforted lrl Is to be
hoped that when they come here to
visit the groves ot Sheer ancestors Ind-

Ito ewall the grn deur which coon
once theirs they will also remember
the more than 15000 homs oud the
many times 15000 hearts mad dew
late by the ileath of the men who now
occupy the retnte-

Genernl 1Jtber Leoe irldeet eon
loot of the ulstnnlli-

Oe

tormers of Fairfax county Vn The
other flay I rind nn Item In o local
paper which spol of him Os louting
jut posed our omcp setllnu behind

n line stair ot mules which nrnsorl to
know loot a manter hand hold the rib
bone Mrs Smith I ee mother of-

Ittzhullh Leo and sielrrtn
law of lloietl II 01011 Sloe It Cole

iIrrrn t d near Alrxenl
Bhols nsTrou and rxrleolte n

grand dom of the old reglfne us one
mny find In n weeks Journeycn hr
IrKlnla Hefore tho war ton which
unhappj epoeli dotes tho winter or
thelt dloronlent tor nil Sheer people
ohe was n famllHr-

llvel

Mauro Jn Woehing
ton society os poor ot lie mot consplcu
sue leRcler tf lute year she loon

In strict retirement Scooted to
floe memorle of better lope Another
reembrr ot the family Char ben II lee
Is a Wqphlnglon attorney find one ot
the local Mnner or sn nn5lculurnl-
Insuronce emnpDny ut WDtertown N
Y

InlerUn qs Arllngton Flowe
snob l crowrlerl with hltorlo remini-
emcee tho view from lit portlo corn
mnndol loaner and morn plen1 ntten
lion On the SundAY of my xlslt with
the trees nhowerlnB their nutumn trlh
ute ot rebel son nod rolil upon lhr
RTav h0evpn nml rerth seemed to
hove cononlr1 to add rhlfnmto th-

elo
tlomnln of the lend ink and paper
rnnnot falntfFt lu5tico to the scene
Directly In front the great green

Continued on page thirteen
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