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DESERFT EVEN

AMERICA, THE LAND OF
ZION, AND OF JOSEPH.

A Discourse Delivered in the Salt Lake Tabernacle, Sunday Afternoon,
4 March 24, 1907,

BY ELDER B. H. ROBERTS.

Reported by F, W. Orrerstrom,

Botween the fore part of September
pnd the closing dayve of the month of

Pecember of last vaar, it wa my
privilege to teayel In all about L1000
inileg, ehfefly within the confines of

the Untted States. 1 crogsed the state

of Nevada twice, and zlgeagged bonok
and forth through the territory of
Avizonn, through parte of Toxas and
the northern part of Mexico, making
i that journoy somcthlng over 2.000
miles, chiefly within what 8. Known
ay the arfd region of America; and
really, during that time, I was altnost
ready to conclude that the whole of
America must  be: Maria” region,
S yvast It WHS. Shortly nLftey
1his it 't my privilege 10 20

dovwn the ecastern slopes of tha ltocky
mountains en route for the Atluntic
¥on board, and of course chone in cons
taet with more “arid” reglon In the
vastern  part of Colorade, however,
and in central Nebraska we began 1o
go o a roglon Gf our country that
is fertile, wheve Held joing fleld, and
where there is ong perpetynl succes-
clon of cornfields, meadows, posturos,
gardons, and ovchards, with her« and
thers prosperows ratlroad towns nnd
farming  villagos We rode a whole
day throngh such & countyy; and when
knew that the

we retived o pest Wi ]
express train would all kit In!uz _*1-4‘
plunging throvgh just such  fertile
Innds as we had looked upon during
the day, and all the next day It would
be the same—and then some.  This
ferfile section of the country Was go
vast that we forgot the arid region,
and were ready to dectare that the
whele of Amecrica must be  Fertdloe.

Then in castern Ollo we began enter-
ing the manufacturing reglon of our
cotntry, and thence eastward through

ihe whole sextent of  Pennsylvania,
where  we  were  seldom  out: of
wight of the smoke ' stacks and
furnaces of o mpnufacturing insti-
witlons,  and. oy o owe ' would  oross
the  rivers or  run perallel o with
thery  we  could  s$ce. aorés  and

peres of conl barges and other eraft
of inland commerce, wihile the sceream
nf the locomotives, the whistle of the
faotories, and ringing of bells were
constantly (no ohe’s vars, So extensiye
was this manufacturing region that
we began to think that the whele of
Americn must be given up to manu-

factures.  Eyaryswhers we went there
were evideness of prosperity in the
tand. - Our journasy extended not only

through the central eastorn states, bue
up In - New England, up inte  Ver-
mont, Mew Hampshire, Cpynecticut
and Massachusetts, and thenps down
{he Atlantic scabonrd as fap as Flom
ida: thence northivard and westward
{heowgh the southern states; and, as
1 sy, overywhere we found prosperity
abounding. We people In the west-—
living fn the midst of a world of real-
Iy undevelopad resources, where life
fu strenuvops, and where the norease
of wealth s 80 gromt=——are apt 1o think
that our sectlon of the Union
has o greator progperity than other
parts of 1L but great as our own pross
perity in the west is, 1 assure you it £
nal greatey than the prosperity 1o b
found,in other parts of our eauntry.

| Ifwh‘u to call your attention to
some of the features of a moarvelous
yoRperity that now exists  in the

nited States. Perhaps the truest crl-
terfon of the real prosperity of a na-
tlon such as ours, ean best hHo asoers

teined by taking into account  the
prosperity of the agricultural inter-
¢slg of the country. 1f in that indus-

LY our people are progperoas you may
1050 assured that all other branches

of industry are progporous. From a
wory valuable collection of statistices
published by Mr. Richard H. B~

monds, the editor of “The Manufac-
turers Record,” Baltimore, I quote
the following facts:

T 1570 the value of farm proposty
within the United Slates amounted to
%000 millions of dollars”™ OF course,
2ll that thoso figures convey to your
mwind or ta mine s simply the thought
that it represents an exceedingly great
wvalue; for we have not yet learnad to

think in blliions, In the year L9065
the 8,000 millions had Inereased (o
over 26,000 millions of value. The

number of people ongaged in agricul-
ture i 1870 was 50820007 but In
1908 the number engaged in that in-

'}
'

r population 18 =itid to be about 86,000~
(06 of prople. I the influx of popula-
tHon shall continae at g present Fatio,
by the middle of the twentleth contury

there will be apwards of 200,000,000
of people withih the United States.
“The boys and the vounger men of
todny suggoests My, Edmonds, ““will
be active business men of that period.”

Commenting on the ablifty of the
'nited States to support thnt and even
nomuch larger population, our huthor-
1y =avs

AMAZING POPULATION,

“In grea the Enited States covors
3,000,000 square miles, with an aver-
age of less than 26 pergons to the
mile.  Settled a8 densely as France,
we eounld accommodate 570000 00
people; a8 densely as Great Dritain
and lIreland, we wounld have over
LO00 00,000 people, Op compare our

capabilities with the deneity of popu-

lation In such gtates jpx Onlo, Penn-
sylvania, or al) New England, *n
Pennsylvania the average numbey of

people 1o the square-mile in 1800 was
180, At this average for the whole
country we should have a population
af 420,000,040 0—cortainly Pennsylivania
i mat overcrowded, Oljo hag 102 peo-
ple to the square mile, and New ng-
land an average of 90 On the basls
of Ohlo's average the United States
wonrld Nave owver 300,000,000, and on
the New BEngland average 230,000,000
peaple, Bo great is the oxtent of our
agricultural land that with the con-
tinued fmprovement in farming  metn-
ods now golng on, with the reclama-
thon of ovuy overflowed nndsg, and the
extension of irrigation (n regions fox-
merly regarded as forever doomed to
the cactus and sage brush, with the
davelopment of sclentific foresiry, too

long neglected, but st capable of
saving our timbepr roserves and pros-
tecting the souwrces of oup rivers, we
can 5o buaild up our farming interosts
as 1o provide an ample food supply
for as great 4 muliitude as the fu-
ture seems sure to give us, With re-

sources fop the creation of fndusiries,
the development of mining, the «
slon of raflroads, and the enlargs
of trade and commerce at home and

gbroad, we are abundantly blessed
Nature has lavished heyp tlohes upon
this conhtry a8 uporn no other, as far

:m] !wrn;m knowletize has yot discovers
ea.™

I have hastened
reading  hurriadly, becawse [
wish to weary you with detafls; but
the author from whom [ quote thes
stalements suggests that we ought (o
réemember that while we are justly
proud of the progress made by the
United States, yet In considering the
future and In comtemplating the al-
most Fmitless polentinlitics of our own
country, a8 compared Whth the past,
“wa must remember that Mexico and
south America, and Canada ars ran-
ning rivalyy with us in the expansion
of InduAry:"” and I would add with
resources second only, perhaps, to our
own,

By this time vou are asking your-
gelves the guestion, I fancy, what in-
Lerest have these considerations of the
resotrces and the progperity of Amer.
lew for an o awdisnee assembled upon
the Sabbath day to worship Goq and
to be Instructed] more especially |n re-
lntion to apiritual matters? I desirg
as best I may 1o ghow yvou what conw

over the items,

did not

nection thare |8 between what 1 have
gaid and the purpose for which you
have assembled on this occasion. We

are here, as was suggested In llz--;u‘ny‘
ar offered at the opening of out sers
vices, to have our falth in God's great
latter-day work strengthened, and tha
chiet desire 1 have in my heart, |s to

think and gpeak glong lines that will
tend to inersase our faith,

The journey through the land
Amerfoa just reféerred to, resulted in
my having a higher appreclation of
the lagd of my adoption than [ have
ever before entertalned, Her ma-
gestic pivers, her magnificent moun-
aln ranges, her fertile vallevs, and
eyven her desert  wastes, seem
dearer to me than ever  hofore:
and this not alone on account of the
avidences of her prosperity which could
be seen on every hand; not on aecount
ulone of contemplating her free Insti-
tutions, or the patriotism of her people,
and the general prevalence of pedace
and justice that obtain in the land-—not
alone for these things Chough not in-
conslderable in  themselves) did wo
find our lova for Amerien inereased,

of

S s 1,500,000 ;
lltl:::t;;lf l"‘f‘li‘\jv l\lxil;;l’f":ﬁ.lfll!!;|‘1 ml-rinh'n-m in | Part of that increased iegard Wwas oc-
;!N'li‘ ‘amounted (o 1.858 mlilliohs; | casloned by our reflections upon the
1 e 3 0 2 (1 M " VO TOE
while i1 1906 it had incremsed to more | destiny of Ameried; unen the decrees
than 7.000 - millions, The value of |©f God respecting the land. and the re-
ugrl-'ul('urnl products, per capiia, of | Jationship which the Latter-day Balnts
i entice population, will interest you, | sustain to these western (‘w‘an‘!!I\'Illﬁ'.
and ald vouw to appreciate the sreat | thelr misgion upon them—this had
increase of prosperity that has been gomething to do with increasing our res
e in this industey: Lo L8706 the § gard for Amerdca, ;
yalue of agrlcultural productd, DEF} AMERICA THE LAND OF JOSEPH.

capita, was $H0, but (n 1906 it had ad-
vanead to $32 per caplta,

In Louisia & and Texas alone there
Are aver 600,000 peyes of lancd that
sire annually glve 1o riea eulture with
frrigation, resuliing in this; that
wherens these lands, now so fruurul,‘
25 years ggo were only worth from
26 to 60 cents per acre, thelp value
{s pnow from 3560 to §%5 and even $100
per acre, Thig wonderful transforma-
tlon  in values has arisen through
adopting i #ystom of Irelgn-
tlon, chigfly by tapping undevground
ghreams and bBringing them to  the
surface. Nor i8%this the only means
of redecming the Jand, In many pavts
of the south we found that large arens

And now, by what, perhaps, you will
consider Indirect means, let me cail
vour attentlen to some things which
perhaps have not always been under-
glond in thely fulness even by the Lat.
ter-day Saints, In respect of this great,
thiz cholee land of Ameiicn. You will
enslly remember, when 1 refer to him,
that great character of the Ofld Testn-
ment Soriptures, Joseph, the sgon of
Jacob, one of the noblest characters of
either sacred or profane history. [ae
his boyhood the Lord by insgpired
dreams indlcated to him a prominencs
in Israel, Ome dream pictured himsell
and brethren in the harvest field,
ting up sheaves, and as he set his sheaf

sel-

of ‘;-c\\u_mnnlumla wiere !!«(m..‘ sy |.~IH"> on and the sheaves of. his brethren
atieally drained, and hy this syvatam . { i n
; bowed in obelsance to his sheaf, Ha
of drainage the valuation of thesa A i8 brethren, and
Junds §8 Incroeasod ax much as the Tex. | 10ld (he dream Lo hi§ bre AER. LS
ns lands are by irrigation Noedless 1o | 1hey sald; “Shalt thou Iml-'-.wll 1| kllll\‘vl
sy that this veclamation of lands | A8 And they were angry with "v“”j
has greatly inoreased the prosperity | Agaln the ludd dreamed, and he SHw
of the south. that the sun and the moon and 11 stare
did obelsance to him, and he told the
AMERICA'S GREAT PROSFERITY. | dream to his father. "“What,” said the
There are other (hings that might ged patriprely, “shall X and thy mother
be moted Indiaating  the, (noreasing [ ond thy brethren indeed come (o bow
prosperity of our country., Take for | down ourselves to thee (o the earth?
lnstance the [tem of rallvoad In P Notwithstanding  hls evident vexation
PN80 there wets but 25 miles of yalls §th old patelarch was wise enough to
rosud In the Unlted Slates. In 1l observe that thersa was duspiration in
Yoy IU06, however, there  ares-o ihis drenm of the lad's.  In course of
1anin Hnes more 1 n 223,000 miles time, oy vou know, Joseph was sold into
whd If you ke into oult the doubls | bondog vl was taken Lo Egypt, and
trackink aud spu the mileaye § there through o prithway of serrow and
{ncreascd Ly 90,0600 | , making thi | trial 1) Lard led him 10 gheat ome=
tolal | (& ronds  In the | nenee in th tion of Egypt, mada
Unpitod] Staites 818,000 1mils onstraots | nim ludeed the savior of Egypt, for by
Ul e 1800 In 1 mattey of coal tnsplred dread he was forewarned of
| ; Lae ralty States outstrips | 1he fan w8 Able to provide for
i in ! xamination dise | 18 ko th | th Wil distress and
b faot th he goal Nelds | gamine I olhery country, ther
wWithin the U'ni g COVLT an aren WEA i e Beypt Im Aue thine his
© g, uuh it ¢ 6 ngrinst 10,- ¥ e wne to purchase the corn &nd
:w' mere 0 ) Great Britpin ¥ e down in the presence of Jogeiph,
‘.'.‘ u : }11.:.. ‘“‘l‘ “:, ':i\H.“,”l“_;]. ‘l“‘. d doublle ‘rq lnllp;nl‘l_ |»l‘l‘. only In \'.leL
[ i ( I ) IFORe, 4 spo Arenm oM his bovhiood dayvs was (b
4] La o Woest Virginla wi f " B ¥ .
alno Tl X 8 v 1 fled In time, too, h yoth AL
\" nt more oonk H (” “M:, "h',‘},‘“,"”“ "-e.. | ;:x1|wl] 1;:::»‘nn:‘u» | ;’,' 01 .'vm‘.\:'l
tain, Wi { of oo g Faowin ather's bleasing., Jacoh wleo s
rite Of our wealth In (l) "..ll"‘l'\v I"".ul\] the sons of Joseph, Manissch and ‘|;|’h'.
Blales produces move thun half of il ) TAWN, conferring grest and onights
The dvom product of the world rhe | blessings upon them ; alming them
BLIDG I8 true as to stoe) You oy |AM g own And when Jrcobh came o
Jndge OF tha advancensent i these (ne | Bless Bis  sod,  Joseg L wonpnestion
dusteies by tho tollowing fgur tn | With the rest of the (ribes of Tapel, h
16RO the product of ses! was | 247000 | gove Bim A blessing that exeells the
TORR, wheres in L8005 i amounted to | bl f the other princes in the
MOre than 20,0060 milllong of tons  Ln | house of e Llsten 1o it
the matter of coiton the Unlied St es [ Joseph 1 o frultfal bough, even a
profdticns KU per cont of all the eotron | (ruilful bough by a well; whose braneh-
m the world The annual (PR T ‘ s run over the wall: "Phe archers hayve
m‘. W"'llihl mmounte Lo 0000 nills goroly grieved him, apd shol ot hin,
,l!l:bl'";h:l.-l “|‘l"l,.'||:u|‘) PEX anuvum, ® value [ and haled him: bue ble bow abode In
¥old -uug :N .l"' oulput of all the | atrength and the army of bis hands
unnually IJE ' lllllu.:- of !h.; WolMld | were made strong by the hands of tha
' wlralewm:  En LE€O there mighty God of Jacob; saven by the dod
Were produced only 590,000 harrels, f thy hex. wk | el
Wherags i the year 1906 thare wal's - ,‘ v fikther, W y rfw!l Balp thes ) and
Droduced over L34 000,000 of 1 Word | hy the Almighty who shall bless thee
Now as to Populo o OF barvels. | avith blessingd of heaven rhove blessings

DUr progunt

of the deep that Heth wnder, blessings

of the breasta and of ‘he womb: the
Dlerglngs of thy father have prevelied

above the blessings of my progenitors |

wnto the utmost bounds of the evers
nsting hills: They ghiall be on the head
of Jogeph, and on the crown of the head
of Blm that was geparated from his
brethren, ™

When Moses bestowed his
upor the tribes of Tsrael, he
notneed 4 specinl biessing
head of Joseph., Mark it:

“Rlessod of the Lord e his land, for
the precious things of heaven, for the
dow,. and for the deop that crouchelh
bheneath, ahd for the orecious frults
brought forth by the moon, and for the
vhief things of the anclent mountmins,
und for the precions things of the last.
fng hills, and for the procfous things of
the carth, and the falness thereof, and
for the good will of him that dwelt in
the bush: let the blegsing come Wpon
the head of Jossph, and upon the Lop
of thie head of hitm that was sepnrited
from his brethren,  His glory is like the
flestiings of his bullook, and hig horns
are like the horng of the arnjcorns: with
thern he ghall push the people together
v the endd of the garth; and they are
the ten thousands of Ephralm, and they
nre the thousands of Manasseh."

TRIBES OF EPHRAINM AND MANAS-
BRH.

I have gald on other occasions, and
I repeat it here, that the blessing pro-
noithiesd upon Josaph by both Jacob and
Moses, nat only excecds the blessing of
any othier one of the princes of Isvael,
but It s greater than all the other
bleseings upon the princes of [srael
combined, In the fArst place a double
portion fs glven to him In Israel, two
tribes to represent him [nstead of one.
Hig"two sog, Ephralm and Manasseh,
wire made the heads of tribes, Ephrajm
being given the greater prominence,
and recelving the rights of the first
born.  When Jogeph saw Lthe intént of
the patriarch to confer the greater
blessing upon  his  younger son he
sought 1o gtay i, and called the atten-
tinne of hig father to the fact that Ma-
nagseh was the elder son. The patrie
arch replied: “I know it my son;” and
referring to Manasseh, he safd: “He
shall pleo become aw people, and he also
shnll be great, but hig younger brother
shall be greater than he, and his sesd
ghall become a multitude of natlons,
coinesc-and he set Eghraim before Ma-
nasseh.”  Indeed Ju®ob that day bes
stowed the birthright of Esrael upon
Ephraim §n  place of Reuben, his
firsthorn  son; and that [s why
subgequent prophets were wont
10 reépresent God as saying, 1 am A
father to Israel and Ephraim is my
first born.” Lot me tell you how that
came about, Reuben, Jacoh's eldest
son, defiled his father's wife Bilhah, and
for that awful crime lost his gtation in
Israel @8 the flrst borm, And now <the
writer of First Chronieles:

“Now the sons of Reuben the flrst-
born of lspael, (for he was the first.
born: bue, forasmuch as he defiled his
father's bed, his birthright was given
unte the sons of Joseph, the son of
lsrmel: and the genealogy is not to be
reckoned after the birthright (L e. aftey
Reubeny. For Judah prevailed above
hle brethiren, and of him came the chief
ruler; but  the birthright was  Jo-
poph's).” Bphraim received that birthe
right as already stated, and the bless.
frgs and rights thereof are his.

New Jet ug consider these great bless-
ings pronounced upan the head of Jo-
seph, and I pray you remember how
partienlarly the extent and grandeur
of the land of Joseph are described In
these blessings,

Thie blessings of Jacob had '‘prevailed
ahove,” (. o exceeded) the blessings
of his progenitors, “unto the utmost
bounds of the everlasting hilleg;” and
theso greater blessings the patriarch
declared should be “on the head of
Joseph, and on the crown of the head
of him that was separated from his
brethren” Joseph was to be as a fruit-
ful bough whose branches run over the
walk indieating ‘m largeness and frudt-
fulndse that would exceed the other

blemsings
Lo, pPro-
upon the

tribes in Israel. Moses (5 more explicit
a8 to the character of the land Joseph
ghould possess; “Blessed of the Lord be

heaven''—ig reference here made to the
revelations of God that shall be given
ol the land of Jogeph, does it contem-
plate @ knowledge of (he gospel of
Christ that shall be had on the land in
“the precious things of heaven'™ Eor
whieh the land shall be noted? Again,
“Plessed of the Lord be his land...
for the precious frults brought forth by
Yor the chief things of
the anclent mountains, and for the pre-
clous things of the Iasting hills, and for
the precious things of the earth and the
fulness thereof, and for the good will of
Him that dwelt in the bush,” that is,
for the good will of God who appeared
unte Moses In the burning bush, this
allusion s obvious; g0 that Joseph's
land is to be under God's good will in
addition to all the natural advantages
it I8 to possess. Josoph, too, s to be
the power that shall “push the people
together to the ends of the earth:” a
declavation which, when consldered in
connection with the many promises of
God that he who scattered Israe] will
gather him again, ‘and keeps him as &
shepherd does his floek, for the Lord is
Y Father to lgrael and Ephraiv is my
flrst born”-—a declaration 1 sar which
|¢ slgnlficant of prominence for Joseplh
in the work of the gathering of Israel
{ar the last days,

And now I submit {0 you the ques-
tlon: Where is the evidence of the ful-
filment of these greéat promises of God
10 Joseph? The world seems to have
logt slght of this ehlef prince in Isvael,
this man holding the birthright. Where
i8 that land of his described by Moses

hig land for the preclous things or(

and Jacob, so (ar more extensive and
vicher in resources than old Canaan—
to  reach which perhaps Joseph's
branches run over the wall? Where in
the history of the world Is the account
of the fulfilment of the blessings pro-

nouneed upon Joseph by his father?

REVELATION OF THE BOOK OF
MORMON,

Al the tribes of Israel, save Judah
only, are lost w0 the knoawledge of the
world, and Judah I8 Known chiefly for
the things that he has suffered, and not
for the realization of those blessings
thiat swere pronounced upon him by his
gather. Can it be that those special
blessings proneunced wpon the head of

Joseph by the Lord have falled Have
the promiges of Jehovah gone for
naught? Well, 5o far as any knowledge
the world bhas to the conteary these
promises of God te this patriarch have
fatled. But [t happens that the Late
wr-doy Sainte know that those prom-
wex have not falled. They have been

tulfitled dn part, and what remains will
be glorlonsly fulfiiied. Your cholr, thls
aflernoon sang:

Al angel from on high

The long, long shlence broke;
Descending from the sKy thess
Graclous words he spoke:

Lo! (0 Camorah’™s lonely hill
A saered reeord les concesaled,

11 speaks of Joseph's seed,
And makes the pemnant Known
Of natlons long since dead

Who onee had dwalt alane,

'he tulness of the goapel, too,

Ite pages will roveal to view,"

The hymn bas reference, of course, to
the coming forth of the Book of Mor-
mon, and the knowledge It feveals to
the world concerning Ameriea and the

nutions (hat have inhablted It. Her an-
clent Inhabltants in part sprang from
f colony of lsraelitos who left Jerusa-
lem about #ix hundred years B, C That
volony Wiy made wp, ~im the main, of
descendants of Josaph., One family
Ishinsel's belng the descendants of Eph-
ralm, and the famlly of Lehl belng of
khe (ribe of Munpsseh, MHere in Amearl.
ca thig wolony-—~descendants of the Fa.
trlarels Joseph-—gresy nto Kingdoms, pes
publtics, and wmplids, taking possession
of thig goodly land of Ameried and oo
cupying It both o the south continent
and In the norcth continent, Thelr kKing-
Aoms and emplres rivaded in greatness
and o elvillzation some of the gonten-
puraly eanplres and kingdoms of the old
world, Here flourished olties that evi-

dently woualed In extent and grandeur ]

1

Minevah snd Tyre and Sidon,  From
JoMaphta gecd (1 America {here came a
Yae of st tomnen, waryiors, and prophs
o8 tivaling (he statesmen and wartiors
phe prophets of the old world conteins

rary with them. Here the iribe of
ﬁmgph enjoyved. not only the b lessings
of the eayth, the boundles: regoyrces of
Bis promised land, the continents ot
Amerfoa, but here, too, hils dedeendants
received the fulne af the gospel of
Jegle Chrlst, and woere favored, after
Messiah'e resurrection, with o personal
viglltion grom tho Han of God Himself,
who laught them (he gogpel, gave to
e 4 chureh opganization, deposited
the revealeq truth of God with it and
gave that Church commandment o
teach the gospel, and perfect (he lives
of thoge whe recelved Then followed
the golden age of Amerlen, relerence 0
which & frequently made in the native
traditions, For 200 wvears @ relgn of
righteousness prevailed, during which
time there was a pich harvest of gouls
unto God through the gospel of Jesus
Chrigt, "The fand was blesssd “with the
preclouns things of heaven," traly.

Because of the things, then, thag be-
fell the descendants of Joseph In this
promiged land of Amerien, which thingws
are made known in ouf Book of Mors
mon, the Latter-day Saints, at least,
know that the promises of the Lord 1o
the house of Jogeph have not falled--
and & hubndrodth part of thelr fulfilment
I have not been able even to Indicate,
And but for the partial fulfiiment ot
Jod's promises to doseph ln the japd of
America, the world would he compelled
to admit that the promlyes, the bless-
ings pronounced upon the head of Jo-
seph had falled; for surely nowhers else
in the world have they been fulfilled.
They were promises that could not have
been fulfilled in & gorner, they are too
large for that, I <all upon the Bibls
scholarship of the world to tell us whers
these great promises of God to Joseph
have been kept—so far as the wheels
of time have brought thefr fulfiiment
due—lf not in Amerfea. And i it ghall
be contended that the time for Joseph
to realize his promises has not yob ars
rived—for the failure of them, since
they were given under inspiration of
God, 18 unthinkable—then where can
they be fulfilled save in Ameriea? What
land &0 well corresponds to that de-
seribeg both by Jacob and Moses as the
inheritance of Joseph? And what events
In history, what movemen(s among the
people of the earth, outside of those
with which the Latter-gday Saints are
connecled, glve promise of the fulfil-
ment of Jogeph's blessings?

BLESSINGS REALIZED ONLY IN

PART,
The blessings of Joseph, howoever,
even with all that bhws bheen made
known through the Book of Mormon,

have been realized only in part. Much
remains to be fulfilled. There Is In store
Yot much more glory, much more hon-
or, for this branch of the house of ls-
rael, this tribe which holds the right
of the patriarchal office, the right to
lead In the gothering, and in (he salva-
tlon ot Israel, in wWhom is iodged the
right ang the power to “push the people
(Lsrael) together to the ends of the
carth—and they are the ten thousands
of Ephraim and the thousands of Ma-
nasseh.'’

Allow me to call your attention (o a
singular clreumstance, We believe that
thie gospel of Jesus Christ has been pe-
stored. in our day, and is being preached
In all the world; for [ts message is not
confined o America; as was said In the
Scripture that prophecies |ts restoration
by an angel, in the hour of God's judg-
ment—It 18 0 be preached 1o every na-
tlon, and Kindred, and tongue and ‘peo-
ple (Revelation xiv; 6, 7); to gentile and
Jew, to bond and free—all are to have
this gospel proclaimed Lo them in the
due time of the Lord; but the dispensa-
tlon of the fulness of timaes is a period
when the blessings of God shall espe-
olally turn upon the house of lsrael. 8o
that while there is a. message in the re-
slored gaspel for all mankind, there is
something special fn It for the house of
Israel, It s the gathering dispensa-
tion of the gospel, in which “all things
will be gatheved together in one,” even
in Christ. This gospel, then, is pro-
ciafmed to all the nations of the earth,
and what happens? 118 message (el
upon the ears of our fathers and moth-
erE, some were (n this nation, some in
that. It was the case of taking one of A
clty, and two of a family to form @
people, They werenot convinced of the
truth by eloguence or argument, or
logle, but there was sgomething tn the
very sound of the gospel congenial to
the souls of our fathers as soon as they
heard it and they responded to its mies-
suge; they laid hold of its principles by
o spiritual power, and they loved them
better than they Joved the honors and
applause of the world, They loved the
gospel more than their station in so-
clety, or the approval of their kindred;
and hence they cast in their lot with a
despised people, For the most part they
remained true to that awakening which
came to thelr souls through the preach-
Ing of the gospel of Jesus Christ, They
gathered out from the natlons of the
ciarth, and came to the land of Zion,
And now something pecullar happens,
The patriarchs of the Church place
thelr hands upon the heads of these
people, and under the Inspiration of
God, earnestly sought, these men—in
the exercise of their holy office—pro-
nounce those who are thus gathered (o
be, not only of the house of Israel, but,
In the main, ag belonging to the tribe
of Ephraim, There is something beau-
tifully fieting in  this clreumstance;
something that goes a long way to-
wards establishing its truth. Certainly
the tribe to whom |8 given the right of
thie first born should be gathered first
To ‘the firse born §s glven the work of
gathering the people from the natlons
0f the earth; he holds the keys of aua-
thority and power in the ordinances of
the gospel, especially as portaining Lo
‘he patriarchial order, and hence hoe fs
guthered Arst, Where? To the land of
Jeseoh, 10 the promised inheritance of
that patriarch and his seed. to the land
of Zion, here to palse the standard of
Ierael, the ensign of peuce to the world,
through the proclamation of the gospel
of peace. Here In this chosen land Jo-
seph, through Ephradm erects the ten-
Hes of his God, and calls all Israel to
come and participate in the blessings
that are belng restored (o his father's
Iouse,

In one of the revelations in our Doge
tring and Covenants, (sec, 133) we are
ures unto the Children of Ephraiin My
north countries shall come n remom-
brance before the Lord, “And their pro-
{nn-m shall hear His voice and shall no
onger stay themsclves, e o Ald
they shall bring fovth thelr vich treas-
urer unto the Children of Epbralm My

servants. And the boundaries of the
everlusting hkills shall tremble at thelr
presence.  And there shall they fal)

down and be crowned with glory, even
in Zlon, by the hands of the servanty of
the Lord, even the ghlldren of Ephraim;
and they shall be fitled with songs of
evirlasung Joy. Behold, thls |s the
blessing of the Everlusting God uwpon
the tribes of Isvael, and the richer
blessings upon the head of Bphealm and
his fellows, '

Thus (he tribe, on which was be-
stowed the bivihright In Israel, Is be-
Ing guthered o the land promised hilm

of God, to the land, cholee above all
other lands in the earth, 10 tne land of
Joseph, And hers stands Joseph In the

midst of his emples in that promised
land, walting to bestow blessings upon
the other tribes of  Msrael.  Joseph's
drepms of dhe sheaves of his brethren
doing obelsance to his sheaf; und he
gun und the moon and the eleyen stars
muking obeisunce to htm ghall have,
here [n hig own promised land-—in those
two Ameriean continents—a larger ful-
fillment than they did In HEgypt, when

hig beothers bowed beofore Joaseph,
ruler of Egyvpi. For here In the land
of Joseph shull nls teibe of Ephratm,

holding the birtheight In lerael, stand
to recelve the galhertng teibes of hils

father's houwse, and they shall *fall
m‘n\ n" before Joseph—do "obelsunce o
him," dn the langusge of the droarns;

but not that they may be humiilisted, oy
oppressed, bur  that  they mway e
“erowned with glory, by Lhe bhands of
the servants of (he Lord, even the
vhlldren of Ephralm, and they shsl| he
flled with songs of Fvevlasting jov.'*
God does not hoamiliate o ovder to
oppress; such humlity a2 He reauires (o
that he may exalt, Joseph's brethren n

while they were a phophocy of Joseph's
prominence fn lerael, nlso were n pro-
phecy of saving and blessing unto ls-
rael, not of tyrannical domination or
usurpation of the righte of vae othed
brothers or tribes; and as Joseph's mis-

Israel “a posterity fn the edrth,' sand
of saving the Hves of his father’s Houses
hold, “by a great dellyerance;” (Gen,
dhi: 5, 1), so his misgion in the last
daye, (n his own land of Zion, shall culs

sAlvation of Israel,

THE GENTILES TO HAVE AN IN-
HERITANCE I[N AMERICA.

While there are especial blessings for
the teibes of Jogeph on the land of Zlon,
let us noy lose sight of the fact that
olhers, too, have rights and promises
it relation to t. Let not the seed of
Joseph  cultivate any spirit of  ex
cluslveness in respect of the land of
Zion. He especially 18 In the world for
the world's good. He must sndure con.,
tast with the world, with the Gentile
world as well as with Iscael. He, In
some way, Feems to be the link be-
tween the Gentiles and Ierael. When
the Lord maede Known unto Lehi that
this land of America should be his,
aF an Inheritance, It being the land that
hiad been promised by Jacob and Mo-
#fes unto Joseph and his seed, the Lord,
after deseribing how He would make of
the Gentiles nursing fathers and moth-
ers unto lsrael, and how the Gentlies
would blesy Israel upon this land, then
he says: (referring to North and South
Amerfen,) “This land. salth God, shall
be n fand of thine inheritance, and the
Gontiles shall be blessed upon the land.
And this Jand shall be a land of lib-
erty unto the Gentiles, and there shall
he no kings upon the land who shall
rise up unto the Gentiles; and I will
fortify this land against all other na-
tlony, and he that fighteth against Zi-
on (this whole lund of Amerlea) “shall
perish, salth God; and he tnet ralseth
up o king against me shall perish, . .
« + Wherefore 1 will consecrate this
land unto thy (Lehli's) seed and they
(the Gentiles) whos«shall be numbered
among thy seed forever, for the
land of thelr inheritance; for It Is &
cholee land, saith God, unto me, above
all other lands, wherefore I will have
all men that dwell thercon, that they
shall worghipn me, saith God.” The
foregolng are the promises of the Lord
unte the descendants of Joseph and
unte the Gentiles who shaill be united
with them in the possession of the land
of America,

Jesus  also, during His minlstry
among the Nephites, after His resur-
rection, made some remarkalle prome-
ises and predictions respecting the
progperity and freedom and power of
the CGentiles in the land of America on
condition of their righteousness, and
thelr obedjence (o the “'God of the
land," whe Is declared to be Jesus
Christ, They equally with the house
of Joseph on the conditions named, are
promlised an inheritance in the goodly
land; and lot snd part In the build-
ing of & holy city upon it, to be called
Zion, a new Jerudalem, where the right-
eousness of God shall abound, and from
which Hght and vruth shall emanate to
bless the world, These things are testi-
fied of at length in the twentieth and
twenly-first chapters of the Third Ne-
phi; also in the writings of Moron| in
the Hook of Ether, where a rather sol-
emn warning Is given to the Gentlles
respecting the decreeg of God concern-
Ing this land of Joseph—this land eof
promlise unto the Gentiles as well
a8 unto the descendants of Joseph.
Morani, in speaking of America, says:

“This is a land which Is cholee above
all other lands; wherefora he that pos-
sepses it shall serve God, or he shall be
swept off; for it Is the evelasting de-
oree of God, And it 18 not until the
fulness of iniquity among the children
of the land, that they are swept off. . .
Behold, this s u choice land, and
whatsoever natlon shall possess It
shall be free from bondage, and from
captivity, and from all other nations
under heaven, if they will but serve
the God of lhe land, whe Is Jesus
Christ, . And this cometh unto you
0 ye (Gentiles, that ye may know the
decrees of God, that ye may repent,
and not continue in your Inlquities un-
(i1 the fulness comes, that ye may not
bring down the fullness of the wrath
of God upon you, as the inhabitants
of the land have hitherto done™

WEBSTER'S CONCEPTION OF
AMERICA.
Did our pwn great Webster catch

something of this old Nephite {nspiras.
tion when, speaking something like
twenty-two years after the frst pub-
lication of the Book of Mormon (Fels,
22, 1882, 1o be preclse—and before the
New York Historical soclety)—he said,
In hls own matchless eloguence;

“"Unborn ages and visions of glory
erowd upon my soul, the realization of
all which, however, & I the hands and
good pleasure of Almighty God: but,
under His divine blessing, it will be
dependent on the character and the
virtues of ourselves, and of our poster-
ity. If classical history has been
found to be, 18 now, and shall continue
1o be, the concomitant of free institu-
tions, and of popular eloguence, what
a field |8 opening to us for another
Herodotus, another Thucydides, and
another Livy!

“And let me say, gentlemen, that If
we anfl our posterity shail be true 1o
the Christlan religlon—I1f we and they
shall llve always In the fear of God,
and shall respect His commandments—
if we and they shall maintain just,
moral sentiments, and such consclent-
lous convictions of duty as ghall con-
trol the heart and life—we may have
the higheet hopes of the future fot-
tunes of our country; and if we main-
tajn those |nstitutions of government
and that polltical union, exceeding all
prajse as much as It exceeds nll former
examples of political assoclations, we
may be sure of one thing—that, while
our country furnishing materials for a
thousand masters of the historie art, It
will afford no topie for a Gibbon., It
will have no Decllne and Fall. It will
g0 on prospering and to prosper,

"But, I wo and our posterity reject
religlous instruction and authority, vi-
olate the rules of eternal justice, trifle
with the Injunctions of morality, and
rvecklessly destroy the political con-
stitution whichh holdx us togather, no
man can tell how sudden a catastrophe
may overwhelm us, that shall bury all
our glory in  profound obscurity,
Should that catastrophe happen, let It
have no history! Let the horrible nas-
rative never be written! JTet [|ts fate
be like that of the lost books of Livy,
which no human eye shall ever read;
or the missing plefad, of which no man
cun ever know more, than that | Es
lost, and lost forever!™

And now, [ invite your attention to
the remarks [ made in the commences
ment of this discourse—to the prosperis
ty of the land, embracing both Noxth
and South America, to the extent and
grandeur of itand 1 ask you, does It not
fulfll better than any other part of the
earth, better (han any other continent
ar continents-—does It not better answer
the deseription of Moses and of Ja.
cob, when they described the land that
should be the Inheritance of the great
Patrlareh Joseph, than any other land
does? Most assuredly,

VIEWS OF THE FROPHEY JOSEPEL
ON ZION.

Wheon the Beok of Mormon was 1e-
voirled and [t bectme known that the
Amcricas ware preclous lands of prom-
ise, ond that God had such o high des.
thny for the two continents as s de-
scnibed fn the Book of Mormon, that
mmaong  other  things America was
the ploce where the Zion of God
ghow!a be bullt in the last days, the

brathien In those enrly days vary nat-
urally bocume anxious to Know where
the <ty would be located. After much
stelving for the knowledge the place
of Zlon was at lag revealed to them,

The Lord Indieated the place for the
comrneneensent of the bullding of Zion,
and the place for the temple upon
| whilch the glory of Goed should resl
by day wnd by night.  This place was
declared to  he  npear ]and.m.,
Tackson county, Missourl, ‘The site tor
the toimple and (he land around about

wig dedlcated uander the supenvision

AR L "
thelr blind Jealousy of Him mistook the
- mennin uc‘_ﬁn _%ﬁu“’l“how dreatns
slon™In Hgypl resulted in preserving

minate, In & much larger way, in the |

of the prophet, and the
castory stares werg eg;nmndod to
rther Mo this  place ey did 8o,
nd Jived thers some three vears when
thelr onemies tose up againgt them and
expelled them fPom the land under cir
cumstances of great craelly and hard-
ship. The daints, who had been driven
from thelr homes, accounted them-
selves exiles from Zlon, and there was
much disappoin tment in Israel because,
wpparently, the promises of God frd
talled themi for they looked forward
to @ perpetual Inheritance upon this
land, notwithstanding the word of the
Lord to the confrary. Shortly after
this, (hree yeoars later, a still further
removal was made irte the connties of
pnorthern Missourd, and finally, as you
Know, the entlve Church wag expelled
from the state of Missour] and had o
toke refuge in Ilinots. The prophel
with nhls usual activity began the es.
tablishment of stakes of Zlon in LU
nois, eepecially at Nauvoo and vieini-
{y, Meanifme the saints were ques-
tioning much concerning Zion, and the
privilege of dwelling therein, At the
April conference, preceding his martyr-
dom, the prophet alluded to these dis-
appoiniments, and he spoke of Zion
at considerable length, 1 want to read
to you his words on that occrsion, The
wainis had too narrow a conception of
Zion, and of the purposes of God with
reference to her; and hence the
prophet, in the course of his remarks,
anid: ]

“You know there has been a great
dlscussion In relation to Zion, where
it i8, and where the gathering of 4ha
dispensation is, which L am now going
to tell you. The prophets have spoken |
and wrtten upon ft, but 1 will make |
a proclamation that will cover a broad -
er ground. The whole of America Is
Zion itself, from north to south, and
is described by the prophets who de-
clared that it Is Zlon, where the mour«
{ain of the Lord shall be, and It
shull be in the center of the land,
1 have recelved Instructions from the
Lord that from henceforth wherever Lhe
elders of Israel shall build wp churches
und branches unto the Lord, through-
oug the states'’ (having refexrence 1o the
United States, of course) “'there shall be
a stake of Zion, In the great cities, as
Boston, New York, ete, there shall be
stakes, It 18 a glorious proclamation,
end 1 reserved It to the last, and de-
signed [t to be understood that this
work shall commence after the wash-
ings and anointings, and endowments
have been performed here (5 e.. In Nau-
NOo0).

.\3 the same conference Hyrum Smith,
brother of the prophet, said:

“The gathering will continug here (1
e. Nauvoo) until the temple {8 so far
finished that the elders can gét their
endowments; and after that the gather~
ing will be from the natlons o North
ard South Ameriea, which Is the land
of Zion. The gathering from the old
countries will always be to headquar-
ters"

Shortly after this President Brigham
Young, then of the twelve aposties, ad-
dressing himself to Reuben Headlock,
prefedent of the British mission, said:

“A word with you privately. Brother
Joseph sald last conference that Zlon
ir cluded North and South America, and
atter the temple i8 done (completed).
and the elders endowed, they could
spread abroad and bulld up clties all
over the United States, but at present
wa are not to preach this doetrine; nay,
hold your tongue."

The martyrdom of the prophet and
the exodus to the mountains congequent
upon that martyrdom made it lmgo&
#iblo to carry out this poliey of building
up stakes of Zion in Boston, New York
and other esstern clties. The Church,
found that it had all {t could do in es-
tablighing ltself in these valleys of the
Rocky mountains, where |t might ful-
fil the predictions of the prophet of this
dispensation, to the effect {hat thoe
saints would become a great and powar-
ful people In the midst of the Rocky
mountains, Sometimes, however, [
have wondered {f we have not too much
set oulr hearts upon these yalleys, upon
this State of Utah and these surround~
Ing states; and |f—like the saints in the
earller history of the Church, when in-
habiting Jackson county, we have not
lirmited our conceptions of Zion by lines
that are altogether too narrow. Last
fali, as I journeyed through the cast-
ern states, through New England, and
in the south, and realizing that in the
southern states there are more than
10,000 of our people, and in the Eastern
States mission more than 3,000, and In
the Northern States mission a still
greater number—I wondered {f it would
not be possible to estiablish stakes of
Zion in the eastern and southern states
a8 well as In Canada, in Mexico, in Ore-
gon, in Arizona, or Colorado. Would
it not be just as legitimate to estab-
lisk stakes of Zion in South Carolina, in
Florida, in Vermont or New York, as it
i to establlsh stakes of Zlon in these
othey places I have named? The whole
land of America, the two great conti-
nents 1s Zlon, the land of Joseph; and 1
believe that the elements are forming,
that God ls so0 tempering the minds of
men, 850 making them receptive of the
truth, that by a strong, intelligent proc-
lamation of the gospel, that God has en-
trusted to His Church, it may bhecome
possible for stakes of Zion to he estab-
lished all aver this land. I feel the
truth of that. T believa the thme has
come, not only for an Industrial expan-
slon In America, a mighty Increase in
material prosperity, but a correspond- |
Ing increase In spirftual Hfe, In other
words an ere has dawned upon us fa-
vorable to the establishment of Zion.
Let us not, I pray you, confine our feel-
ings and views respecting Zion to limits
that are oo narvow for the genius of
this great work of God. [f anyone has
supposed that the prosperity and suc-
cess of thie work called Mormonlsm
depends upon the Latter-day Saints re-
taining pollitical control of Salt Lake
or any other city; of this state of Utah
or any other state, or group of stales,
s views do not rise to meet the gran-
deur of God’s great Latter-day work,
Our work Ls to preach the gospel; and
1o 80 preach It that its principles will
leaven the whole mass of modern re-
lglous and philogophical thought; to
s0 preach It that |t shall Influence the
Hves of men In all the world, No petty,
political scheme can be said (o be any
part of the great Latter-day work
which God has established in th oplih.
That work Lg broad as eterni!
deep as the love of God, and con
the salvation of all the children of e, |
Our yeliglon I8 In the earth to benefit
and bless and uplift mankind, Qur
Church |s not the Church of Jesus
Chrlgt for the United States, ar for
Ameries, It 18 truly the catholic—4. o,,
the universal chureh, the church of the
whole world; but, as I have already
urged throughout this discourse, (he
Latter-dny Saints hold 8 peculiar pela=
tonship o America, being malnly of the
seed of Joseph, through the loins of
Ephraim, and having & speclal mission
a8 to this land, and to the other tribes
Of lgrnel.  And now If only we would
112t our eyes from the ground, and ook
northward and southward and,eastwird
and westward and reallze that these
two continents of Amerlen, by the
promise of God, wre the inheritance of
Joseply, the sons of Jossph, the children
of Ephralm, should be, and wauld be
80 fmbued with the spirit of thelr great
Bncestor that they would take posses-
slon of thelr |nberitance fn the name of
‘(}lgtll‘,”!» )’Tlll:a pmoll:mulnn of thelr prin-
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