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became most shameful but owing to
the peculiar disposition of the natives
and their suspicions regarding the
whole subject matter it was not easy
to correct it but mr seddon procured
the passage of a law prohibiting any
person from purchasing land from na-
tives the colonial government only be-
ing excepted and all transfers of lanyland
owned by natives made to the govern-
ment were required to be under the
control of a committee of laorismaoris
chosen by the natives themselves for
this purpose thus the natives were
protected wereere granted full representa-
tion and were made responsible for re-
sults when all the elements of the
matter are considered the statesman-
ship embodied in the law will become
apparent

perceiving the necessity of providing
for the relief of sick and injured coal
miners and of the families of such as
might anifmeetet with fatal accidents mr
seddon procured the passage of a law

a tax of one per cent
her tonton on all coal mined in
the colony the proceeds to go
to such a relief fund to insure a just
and use of the fund a com-
mission selected by the miners from

none their own number was charged
with disbursing it this law has been

of admirable results and
SM provided needed help to sick and
injured coal miners and to the widows
and orphan children of such as have
added

itatlais a notable fact that during the
gmt panic of 1893 when the evil gen
sir of commercial disaster held swayaway
lain different countries notably in the
united states and while many banks
ftt australia failed notnotaa bank in new
nialandzealand succumbed when mr sedgan was asked how this was he re

in effect that he was confidentsat the banks were really sound pro
amri they could be tided over for a
short time and to do this he made alb
OMIenu deposits in them of government
funds being colonial treasurer he had
the power thus to act he realized
abatthac there was some risk in such a
churbecourbe but hhe also realized that if the
banks of the colony were to be protect-
ed from a storm that was sure to
wreckw ck some and perhaps many of
them he roastmust act quickly his

decision foresight andpromptnessV aness
philanthropy saved the colony from
widespread commercial disaster

prom an obscure boy of humble par-
entage in a manufacturing town in
ringlandengland mr seddon has risen by his
native energy and talents to the posi-
tionst he holds and the same laws and
vprinciplesramples which have elevated him in
new zealand would undoubtedly have
produced the sameme effect in a broader
field had providence so cast his lines
it leIs a pleasure to note the excellencies
of his character not the least of which
tola hishie tenacious friendship for the com-
panions of hisbis boyhood

AK AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE

an announcement of interest to the
christian communities of this country
toIs to the effect that what will be known

te the american standard bible Is to
be published in the latter part of next
year this will be substantially the
reusedsed english version but with ma-
terialted differences As Is well known
whenW the revised version was being
prepared many suggestions of the
members of the american committee
were only embodied in an appendix al-
though admitted to be nearer accuracy
than the readings retained in the text
the proposition now Is to give these a
place in the text and to make such
other alterations asaa may seem nec-
essary the work of revision Is being
performedwava gratuitously by american
scholarscho lars solely for the purpose it tois
feted of giving to the american pub
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lie a bible true to the spirit and the
letter of the original

it is a tiurious fact not quite satis-
factorilyfacto rily accounted for that the peo-
ple most interested in a faithful repro-
duction of the sacred writings inamodern form are slow as a rule to ac-
cept any proposed improvements in the
version with which they are familiar
even if they are fully aware of the need
of corrections people prefer the text
that was prepared centuries ago in a
less scholarly age than our own the
style of the early days of bible trans-
lation is more pleasing to them than
modern and more elebrantelee rant expressions
and as a consequence they prefer king
jamess version to the revised one
though the latter tois regarded as su-
perior in scholarship it is not easy to
account torfor this unless it can be as-
sumed that modern languages cen-
turies ago were better suited for re-
ligious purposes than they are now or

which amounts to the same thing
that the development of speech has
been sooneso one sided inain a secular direction
as to provide no new dress in which
to clothe sacred thought

there can be no doubt that language
in the period of mans history when re-
ligion was the dominant element in
public and private affairs naturally
assumed a form accordingly the he-
brew in its golden age was capable
of expressing the ideas of god inspired
seers for modern business purposes
it would probably be about useless
but its poetry its word painting its
power to awaken holy emotions are un-
excelled it laIs by its very character-
istics sacred no translation has
ever been made that equals the origi-
nal and those best familiar with it
have despaired of rendering it into
modern forms to perfection in the
same way it is reasonable to suppose
that in the age of the reformation and
subsequent centuries when religious
thought was predominant languages
were largely accordingly and
this would account for the tactfact that
luthers billebible translation for in-
stance though admittedly inaccurate
in many places is still regarded as aliterary marvel and retains its pop-
ularity notwithstanding the superior

i efforts of modern scholars from a sci-
entific point of view it would also
account for the fact that king jamess
bible is more popular than the revised
version the result of the best scholar-ship of our century and if this viewis correct the american standard bi-ble to become popular must be ex-
cellent indeed

one improvement much needed in a
revised edition of the bible is to renderas far as possible the same word in
the original by the same englishI1 word this rule is in theauthorized version sometimes brok-en unnecessarily as when thesame word is translated comforterand advocate covenant and tes-tamenttament life and soul on the
other hand different words in the
original are sometimes rendered bytheby the
same word in english the word
repentance means both a change of

conduct and a change of disposition or
i mind and Is represented by two dif-
ferent words in the new testament

i the word hell is a translation of two
I1 words one meaning only the place of
I1 the departed spirits without reference
to their condition of happiness or
misery and the other supposed to re-
fer to the final condition of the
pendantpentant sinner two different words
axeare also translated temple one
refers only to the sacred place which
was the abode of god the other in-
cludes the outer courts where in the
days of the religious decline markets
were held bible translators have also
been singularly inconsistent in their
rendition of the original words denot

i ing the evil one in a number of

places they translated devil and
devils where the scriptures have
demons or evil spirits the result

is confusion regarding the bible teach-
ings about the fallen son of themorning and the evil influences at
work among the children of men

the various efforts at revised ver
slonsion of the bible and the results ob-
tained suggest the thought that the
christian world which persists in re-
jecting the living word of god through
his inspired servants and rests only
on the written utterances of past agea
of necessity must be deprived of ane
sure foundations of faith no scholar
ship however profound can be a sub-
stitute for that divine authority by
which man is enabled to say to his1318

fel as the apostles of old
thus saith the lord

THE WORK IN NEW JERSEY

elder john M whitaker of this city
who recently took his departure on a
mission to the atlantic states has
written from new brunswickBrunsw lck N JX
under date of jan 1 to elder franklin
D richards enclosing a number of
newspaper clippings and the recipient
has kindly handed the letter and en-
closures to the news the missive
names the elders seven including itsifwriter who have their headquarters
at new brunswickBrunsw lck and sayssaya the dubupubu
mind has been much prejudiced by
anti mormon literature two daily
papers published in new Bruf
the home news and the times have
contal their news columns some-
what lengthy accounts of the arrival
of the elders and of their methodsmethod
and intentions these articles were
written by reporters and are in the
main fair the home news published
a long interview with elder whitaker
in which it was evidently the aim otof
the reporter to be truthful and accur-
ate and the times opened its columns
torfor a series of articles written by
elder whitaker in explanation and de-
fense of the principles of the gospel

so far as their news columns SAWare
concerned both papers seem to have
been fair to the verge of generosity to
elder whitaker and his companions
but editorially they are not so friendly
though neither takes a position of pro-
nounced hostility the times of
dec 17 had the following editorial ut-
terance

whatever may be the ultimate re-
sult of the effort of the five elders otof
the mormon church to establish a mir
slonsion in this city it is certain that the
effort will meet with opposition on theth
part of the representatives ofat the es-
tablished churches in this vicinity the
first gun of the campaign was soundersoundedsoundea
recently at bound brook when rev T
E davis a minister prominent
throughout the state by reason of his
connection with christian endeavor
work hurled a phillippphil lipplelc at the latter
day saints and their belief he de-
nounced joseph smith the founder of
the religion as a man who shunned
no crime he painted him as a man
of the worst type and declared like
job of old that nothing good coula
come out of so unclean a thing it wimwilt
be interesting to hear what the depre
senta tiVes of the religion of joseph
smith have to say in their own behalf
and the times has arranged with el-
der whitaker for a special article ow
the subject which will appear totomor-
row

r
for its own part the times

that we Bruns wickers can get along
very well without any mormonism in
ours and it will be very sorry indeed tttr
any local people yield to the arguments
of our visitors from salt lake city
but the religious convictions of our
town are not so werkweak kneed and so
poorly founded that they cannot resist
the fair presentation of a hostile cause


