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done I1 shall present a chapter of er-
rata N L N

the relation of conversation to read-
ing is a point very importimportantalit for
teachers to keep in view in france
oral discourse precedes and determines
written discourse both in education
and in literature french newspapers
are but a transcript of french talk
and manners it Is for these reasons
that the french are such fine conver
rationalists

in england all this is reversed the
spirit is the slave of the letter much to
the loss of naturalness and vivacity it
is a doubtful compliment to say of a
man he talks like a book but
strong praise that his written style is
natural and lifelikelife like

what shall children read just as
we have no moral right to give doles
to beggars since we thereby render
them more helpless by confirming their
evil habits so we have no right to
teach children to read unless we are
willing- to take pains to direct their
reading undirected this acquirement
may sink its possessor to lower depths
than he could possibly have reached
without it the converse toIs equally
true in view of this fact it can be
maintained I1 believe that there are
people who ought never to be taught
to read just as there are multitudes
of boys who ought never to go to col-
lege their capabilities and destiny
are such that an oral life is the most
economical and best for them and Is
in fact the life to which they settle
whatever might have been their train-
ing

the question of what to read is a
most vital one in 1776 it led to a war
in germany one party contending for
a secular and the other for a religious
text in the school readers

shall there be fairy baiestales by all
means fairy tales appeal to the
heart life of children a life which
matter of fact literature is powerless
to nourish take this story for in-
stance

once a little girl was left all alone
in the world without friends or any
place to go to but before her father
and mother died they gave her a new
pair of shoes a silver dollar and a loatloaf
of bread

one morning she set out to find
herself a home she had not gone far
when she met a little girl bare footed
and with bleeding feet so she gave
her the shoes after a little while she
met a poor woman who had no money
with which to buy medicine for her
sick child so she gave her the dollar
towards night she met a gray haired
man tottering along on his staff hehad not eaten anything for three days I1so she gave him the loafnight came on and she found her-
self in the middle of a deep dark
wood what should she do she re-
membered that her mother had saidgod would be her friend so she knelt
down and prayed and what do you
think happened

the stars fell down all around herand when she picked them up they
were silver dollars so she was rich
and grew up to be a princess

now what amount of didactic
preaching could leave the impression
on a childs soul that this simple story
leaves As the child grows older and
spiritualizesspiritualizes his conceptions he will
read new truths from the objects in
this story the stars and silver dol-
lars will stand for virtues which
heaven reigns down upon the doer of
good deeds

fairy stories should therefore form
part of child literature for the rest
let the reading of children contain the
easier classics books on history trav-
els biography and books on science
fiction of the yellow back variety
should be rigidly excluded

As to the range of reading it should

be as wide as the experiences or sym-
pathies of the child enable him to ful-
ly assimilate what he reads but no
further to read what is but faintly
understood or appreciated tends to en-
feeble the mind

in choosing books for children it is
well to bear in mind the onomatopoetic
faculty children above all things
love rhyme and jingle the writer of
mother gooses melodies was a genius
sogo strong is the love of noise and
rhythm in children that some teachers
have advocated making use of it in
teaching reading geography arith-
metic and other studies but this is
manifestly carrying the tendency too
far

A more important question still is
quality of reading matter to be placed
before the young our rule should be
nothing but the best dallying with
the second best is a crime much of
the best is always copyrighted pla-
cing it practically out of the reach of
the poor one of the questions of the
future will be the moral right of a
government to the interests
of the individual at the expense of
the nation the injustice bears more
heavily upon the masses and is least
felt in the matter of literature than
in any other protected article

however there is much good matter
outside copyrights which if properly
selected will enrich the fireside of
every home at a trifling cost

foremost among best books is the
bible no other book can be compared
with it from whatever point of view
it is looked at its stories interest
children its maxims are a practical
guide to the everyday laborer its
human nature appeals to the psy-
chologistch its psalms and prophecies to
the poet and mystic and its deep
spirituality to all natural men and
women of every age and clime

it is in centering the interest of
children upon this book that teacherscan do most in the way of directing
the reading of their pupils

next to this library of sacred writ-
ings there should be a selection from
the very best library of literature a
selection which the con census of cul-
tured opinion would entitle to be called
the secular bible

here are some of the things that
should in my opinion be found in the
childs department of this bible sto-
ries of a dozen of the greek dramas
collins abridgementAbridge ment is a good text
stories of the iliad and odyssey

fables the lungen lied
A dozen of platos myths shakespeare
dante faust nature myths babbits
advice to young men some others
that the reporter failed to get

these two bibles taken to heaxtheart
would place any man or woman among
the noblest average of the human race
of course other things would have to
be studied to inform the understanding
and give the technical knowledge and
skill necessary for the chosen profes-
sion in life but I1 would rely very
much upon these two for forming the
characcharacterteh

the need of reading for information
brings us to the consideration of a
very important question viz how to
economize time literature is multi-
plying so fast in every department
of investigation that he who would
keep abreast of the times must
learn how to read as he runs
it is a fact not widely enenough0kgb
understood that the eye cancall
be trained to take in printed matter
at three or four times the speed or-
dinarilydina rily followed it is not an unusual
feat for minds thus trained to read a
book bearing on their own trend of
thought at the rate of one page per
second surely the great need of sav-
ing time should make rapid reading amatter of training in every school but

all books should not be
this way some are to be chewed
digested

connected with this subject is I1ie
ing to read in a foreign tongue
ear and mouth or short circuit mame
should be the one followed it is
only natural method then too t
is too precious to waste ittit innin looloo
for little words in a big diccio
better use a good translation to
you in getting the meaning of

finally a few words on the susut
of theme writing will not be out
place here the key to success
choosing subjects near the life
the writer the circle of deepest
terest is the circle of personal ea
ence and this is precisely the
within which the child can write
intelligently no more fatal mmb
could be made than
simple lalaw writers axeare not made 1

thochoosingosing subjects remote fromfro t
life experiences the plan may ia
an exceptional few lead to thethellll
of gab but most of the pupils
come too much disgusted with comcompisi
tion work ever to figure as writermiu
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the most notable feature of the WS
happenings was the reins
the old board of supervisors to tin
under a decision of the state
court in the mandamusman dainus pro
filed by supervisor morton an act
member of the notorious shifty B
to compel the auditor to accept 4
tax levy made by the old board 1

court ruled that while the lower en
had the jurisdiction to remove abe
board of supervisors the appeal nil
from that judgment acted as aiaid
of execution and pending the becki
and final determination of the efy
the officers so removed were
to remain in office and conalcontinuedmanagement of the cites affairs

the newly aappointedapoianted to
stepped down and out as graegracea
could be expected under the di
ing circumstances but it is eae
the supreme court will take upi

matter of the appeal at once
the decision of the lower court Is
bained mayor Phe lans appointappointees
again jump into the municipal imamali
immediately ere returning to

ipositions the old members a
to undo the work accomplishedaccomplish
their temporary successors and so
to take great delight in regaining
er even if only long enough to
things to suit themselves

ax did not remain idle
who had gained the displeasure
shifty eight during their recenrecent
culty were called upon to contrico
their necks to the slaughter
mayors position toIs anything but p
ant for he finds himself presiding
a body of men the majority otof L
are his deadly enemies owing ws
prominent part he played in I1ha
them removed the evil effects odofficial muddle are beginning afttorosertert themselves and before alimonthsmonths go by citizens will have 0
to regret ever supporting the gift
ment and this like many ot
forms may for the time beinbeing
disastrously the tax levy waa
at an unreasonably low figure
to the rivalry existing betbetge
two boards and consequently U

torfor maintainingmajnta ining thedepartments will have to be w
below a conservative estimate
ready the cry is heard from tleof the different offices who
of their inability to properly
their work with the money 1
posed shall be allowed them
police lees has threatened att j
dinue the patrol wagons foror a6the year unless the allowance


