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G0D KNOWETH BEST.

m—

Some time,when all life's lessons have been
' learned,
And sun and stars forever more have set,
The things which our weak judgments here
" have gpurned,
. The things o'er which we grieved with
lashes wet
will flasliBefore us,0utol lite's dark night,
As stars shine most in deeper tints of
blue; -
And we shall see how all God's plans were
~And how what seemed
most true.

And we shalleee how while we frown and

. aigh, | Bl
' God's plans go on a8 hest for you and me.
How, when we calied he heeded not eur

.gr_,'".

rﬁpmo! wﬁ love

_mnh wisdom to the end could see.

And even as prudent parents disallow

80 God, perbaps, iskeeping from us LOW.
Life's sweetest things because it nema?.h

- g0ood.

And if, lqmai;!m?a, commingled with life's
wine,

We flod the wormwood and rebel and
shrink,
Be sure a wiser hand than yours or mine
Pours out this potion for our lips to drink.
And if some friend we love is lying low,
Where human kisses cannot reach his
face,
Oh, do not blame the loving Father go,
But wear your sorrow with eobedlent

grace.

Ard you shall shortly know that Jengthen=
ed breath
Isnot the sweetest gift God esends his
fﬂﬂﬂdj
And that, some!imes, the sable pall of
death
Conceals the fairest boon his love can
send.
It we could push ajar the gates of life,”
And stand within und all God's workings
Bee,
We could interpret all this doubt and strife
A_.lld for each mystery could And a key.

But not to-days Then be content poor
heart, '
God's plans, like lillles, pure and white
unfold.
We must not tear the close-ghut leaves
arart, y
Time wlill reveal the calyxes of gold.
And if, through patient toil we reach the
land
Where tired feet, with sandals leose may
rest,
When we shall clearly know and under-
etand,
I think that we will say, ""Gol knew the
best.”
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THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM.
Its Gennineness Esiabiished,

BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS.

CHAP, VI. — Traces of Gospel
Ideas in Persian, Greek and Ro-
man Mythologies The Ancient
Pagan Mysteries, 1he Circuwlar
Cut in the Book o f Abraham, its
tmport, ete,

From the Egyptians we will turn
to the Persians, the peeple next
most likely
religion of the influence left by the
preaching of the gospel in patri-
archal days, Mr. Hyde, in his
f*Religion of theAncient Persians,”
points out how that Magianism, as
set forth in its sacred books, taught
that the human race sprang from
a single pair; that it bore testimony
to the occurrence of the flood; that
it mentions Noah and hissons; that
as far as Abraham is concerned, it
declares him fo have been its own
author; and that it makes mention
aleo of Moses. Moreover, it con-
tains predictions : respecting the
appearance on earth of a BSavior,
who would ultimately overthrow
the kKingdom of darkness and make
supreme and uaniversal the King-
dom of light and of Gad. Italso
taught. the existence of good and
of bad angels, also a resurrection
of the dead. |
. The religions of ancient Greece
and Rome were, to a very great
extent, uriginniljr drawn from
those of KEKgypt, ° Persia
Phoenecia, Many traces of gos-
pel principles .ean be found
iIn _them, hidden concealed
undeér the mass of filth and abomi-
nation that in later ages disgraced
the religions of the kingdom of
brass and iron. Still, in all thege
nations it is admitted that *so far
from atheiam and godlessirreligion
being the rule,belief in the Divine,
however mistaken, and worship of
the Divine, however superstitious,
With re-

Too much of sweet to craving babyhood,
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to show traces in their |p
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: gﬁ the Prophet Joseph of the
¢

and expiation, of sacrifices and pro-
cesslone,of ecstatic or orgiastic songs
and dances; of nocturnal festiva

vailing in all these nations, it has
been remarked that ‘““baptism was
as completely a portion of the pri-
meval ceremonial worship as was | fit to impress the imagination, and
the tenet of immortality and resur- | of spectacles designed to excite the
rection a portion of the primeval | most diverse emotions, terror and
creed.” It is also noticeable that |trust, and sorrew and joy, hope and
all the Greek schools of philosophy dmrglr. The celebration was chief-
taught the doctrine of the eternity | ly symbolical acts and specta-
of matter, and not only had these | cles, yet sacred mystical words, for-
races a knowledge of things that | mulas, fragments of liturgies or
occurred in antediluvian days, but | hymns were also employed. There
in their different,absurd ways they | were likewise certain objects with
recounted the history of the war in | which oceult meanings, that were
heaven when Lucifer was cast out, | imparted to the initiated, were as-
Those curious on this point can |sociated, or which were used in the
read their accounts ef the war be-| various ceremonies in the ascending
tween the Titians and Heaven, |scale of initiation, The sacred
and of the giants against Jupiter, | phrases, concerning which silence

We now turn to another interest- | wasimposed, were themselves sym-

ing feature of this phase of the|boclical legends, and probably net
sabject. statements of speculative truths.”

In the Ste Croix on this subject writes,
‘“The germ of the mysteries is lus-

or circular cut accompanying | tration,” (or purification by water)

the Book of Abraham, he states|‘‘and expiation. The doctrines

“Fig. 3is made to represent God | taught were the necessity of re-

sitting upon his throne, clothed | pentance &nd mnfmiol‘:ll, thro im-
a fu

with power and authority, with a|mortality of the soul an ture
state of rewards and punishments.”

The Br. De Sacy adds, ‘‘Certain
rites and symbols were secret and
these it was eacrilege to reveal.’
Baur states,’“The fundamental idea
of the mysteries is that of a god
who suflers and dies and afterwards
triumphs over death and has a glo-
rious resurrection.” Regarding the
Persian mysteries of Mythras, it
has been written, “The initiation
was protracted and eevere. The
neophyte was baptized,anointed on
the forehead and received bread
Iand wine; a crown was placed on
his head.”

explanation given

crown of eternal light upon his
head, representing also the grand
key words of the holy priesthood,
as revealed to Adam in the Garden |
of Eden, as also to Seth, Noah,
Melchisedeck, Abraham, and all to
whom the priesthood waa reveal-
ed.”  Fig, 7 also contains ‘‘the
grand key words of the priesthood.”’
(God having delivered thece powers
of the heavenly kingdom to “fall to
whom the priesthood was reveal-
ed,” until Abrabam’ day, it
would be but mnatural to suppose
hat as men gradually departed
rom the truth they would still en-
deavor to retain these sacred trusts
in their midst; and however much
they might depart from the purity
of the faith proclaimed and prac-
ticed by the ancient patriarchs
they would still strive to perpetu.
ate the knowledge these ‘“‘keys’
conveyed, (that they might have a

needed from those who asked ad-
mission to these rites the very re~

quite undoubted respecting them,
that as & necessary condition to ad-
mission, and as an important part
{of initation, two things were

¢laim onthe blessings of the world | imperatively necessary, mamely a
tocome. It is so natural to hu-|confession of sins, a promise of
manity to claim the blessings of |amendment of life, followed by
God’s word long after they have|baptism in eome form more or Jess
ceased to regard its obligations. complete.” Faber states ““baptism

The fact of these things appear- | continued to be handed down in all

ing in the Book of Abraham, writ-|the mysteries,” whilst another
ten in heiroglyphics, renders it|writer affirms that ‘‘continence,
very supposible that at one time |fasting and lustrations’” were ne-

the import of these revelations was | cessary pre-requisites before the ap-
oomprehended by those, among the ) plicant _could enter the

Egyptians, who received the teach- | doors. ach
ings of Abraham; and so far as |consideration thatin a list of forty-

full of references to these matters, | by M. Faber, there is scarcely one
though these latter, perhaps, more | Which does net resemble the Heb-
directly centre iu the rites of the | rew term for the same or a similar
temples at Jerusalem. It is our |object.
province to show that the recollec- | As the ages rolled round these
tion of these things was sought to
be perpetuated amongst the heath-
en—originating, as usual, in Egypt, | ¢ ai
long after the greater portion of | Were so shamelessly prac
that which was pure and holy in |in some cases they fell under the
the prineiples with which thege | ban of the law,though presumedly a
things had been associated, by the | portion of the worship of the gods.
ministers of the word of Jehovah, | As an example of this we will take
was Jost gight of in the teachings | the mysteries of Dionysus.’ These
and practices of these Gentile na- | were originally celebrated ' by wo-
tions. To do this we must call at-|men alone, in the temple of Dion-
tention to the so-called secret|Yysus. They were presided over b
“mysteries’’ of the ancients, which | the wife of the Archon king (B

to us, seem clearly in their origin, | lissa), assisted by fourteen pniest-
to have been attempts to imitate | esses, to wbem she took ;an. oath

the administrations of the hely | that she was pure and unpolluted,
riesthood, in the sacred rites ap-|and with whom ghe offered mystic

to the fulness of the |8acrifices for the welfare of the city,

most ' licentious orgies, where ex-
cesses of a disgraceful character

pertaining

gospel,
this point we are greatly indebted |duced into Rome,they speedily de-
to M. Faber’s researches into the | generated into shameful immorali-

‘“Mysteries of the Cabiri,” and to | ties; men, as well as women were
other authors who have enlarged |initiated; and such were the crimes
upon his researches. and excesses commiitted that they
According to ome of the gentle- | were at length suppressed by a sen-
men above referred to, ‘‘some of | atus consull, B. C, 186 (Livy. xxxix
these mysteries were expressly in- |8-18.) -
stituted, as there is good reason to| It has been urged as as argument
believe, to preserve in remember- | against the veracity of the transla-
ance the remaius of pure primeval | tien by the Prophet {Joseph Bmith,
faith and worship.”” Another |of the circular cut or -dise, but why
states, ‘*Every ancient people pos-| we cannot comprehend, that nu-
sessed Its mysteries, which had for | merous copies of it exist, scattered
their object to uphold the religious | #amongst the museums of Europe.
truths that janimate] the hope of | These copies have been found bari-
immortality, or in which were ob- |ed with mummies in the same way
served ritesintended to explain and | a8 the one that fell into the Pro-
enforce the conduct sunitable to | phet’'s hands. Instead of being an
those who cherished and wished to [ argument against the trulbhfulness
that hope.”. What took | of the translation given by Joseph
place in the administratien of these | Smith, we consider it a very strong
mysteries i8 very difficult for the |onein its favor, For this reason,
enquirer te discover for they were | Egyptioligists acknowledge that
““conducted in secret, and those |#ome peculiar poteuey was ascrib-
who were permitted to take part in |[ed to it by the awncient Egyp-
them were selemnly obliged not to | tians, but their jdeas are very
divalge what they had seen and | vague as to in whal that power
learned,” the word mystery itself |consisted. It wa-B customary
being derived from a éreek word | with the ancient inhabilants ot the
signifying to “‘shut the lips,”” How- | Nile, to enshroud their dead in
ever from what can be learsned it is | bierogliyphic wrappings, on which
believed that the initiated were | various facts relating to the life of
‘“powerfully appealed to by scenic|the deceased were narrated. This
or other modes of representing the | writing was addressed Lo Osiris, the
condition of the geod and bad,*|chief Jord of Amentiio, the Jand of
According to a writer in the Amer- | the departed, and amongst other
ican Cyclopcedia, ‘‘they consisted, | things, il stated that the acts of the

mysteries ‘degenerated into the

In the investigation of| When these mysteries were intro-

_—

With regard to the preparation | pos

markable statement is made, *‘It is-

sacred
It isalso a fact wﬁ'ﬂ&?ﬂ‘l’ Uep

Jewish tradition is concerned it is|five sacred Greek words gathered |P

ticed that |

‘became obsolete.

niTad by the seven inquisitors ap-
poin
men, and that he was found wor-
thy totl.;u l& those who guarded
the gates of the eternal worlds, and
partake of the blessings of the saved,
Accompanying the mummy is also
often found this sacred dis¢ or hy-
pociphilas as the learned term Iit,
whieh, if we mistake not, was usu-
ally placed under or near the head
of the mummy. - The translations
given by the professedly learned
convey no idea why this was so
plmd: but the revelation l.h.tfugh
our martyred prophet, that it
contains the key words of the holy
priesthood, at once makes the rea-
son plain, The Egyptians buried
this disc containing these sacred
words with their dead, for very
much the same reason that the
Saints bury their dead in the rebes

to investigate the lived of|
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claim to hold such keys, is clearly
shown in a photograph in the Des-
eret Museum, of the walls of the
Temple at Karnae, on which the

gods are represented, each helding
& key in his hand, |
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Decay in the Belief of Witcheraft.

A doctrine, the denial of which,
two centurias ago, iniNewEngland,
would have been considered proof
itive of infidel tendencies and a
long stride towards atheism; a doe-
trine which the most eminent di-
vines identified with a standing or
falling Bible; which was commend-
ed to favor by the almost conecur-
rent voices of the learned of preced-
ing Christian ages; which bishops
and councils had stamped with a
solid approval; on the ground of
which death had'been inflicted on
thousands upon thousands of men
and women, especially from the
thirteenth ecentury onwards—this
dectrine Lias now disappeared. It
is alien to our consciousness. It is
no longer included in the stock of
religious beliefs, The flrst skepti-
¢ism respecting it was resented and
ored by good mern as an ovi-
dence of the degeneraey ‘‘of the
resent age,”’—that bad “present
age” which good men inevery gen-
eration have pronounced worse
than any other before it The first
signs of the obsolescence of this
ancient belief were observed
with /dismay by sincerely picus
‘men, ' ‘who " rallied  for the
defence of the faith, and grasped

he ark more tgnaciously the more
they saw it to be in danger. They
hurled their proof-texts— “Thou
shalt motsuffer a witch’ to live;”
they spurned the novel interpreta-

be a mere ,_’iugglar; thdy shouted
“Sadducee;” they scattered their
sarcasms on the effrontery of the
new lights who fanecied themeselves
on a loftier pinnacle than the gen-
erations before them. ' All was in
vain, The obsolescent belief soon
The eighteenth
¢entury smiled at the credulity of

the seventeenth; and the nine-

teenth century does the same.
Witcheraft, along with faith in it,
has vanished. The devils who
helped their human allies to pinch
and prick sleeping ehildren, some-
times to poison cattle, and upset
‘milk-pails, have taken thefr flight.
Salem is quiet from the incursions
out of [Tartarus; it is actually, as
well as nominally, a ¢ity of peace.
Gradually, and yet rapidly, men
came to disbelieve what they had
before believed. Emancipated
from the old tenet, they began to
deride it as a weak superstition,
Spasmodic efforts to save the de-
caying doetrine proved useless,
Even the potent voice of Wesley
fell on listless ears. — Prof. George
P, Fisherin Sunday Afternoon for
January,
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A certain littlegirl up town lived
with two aunts, one married, with I
a whole lot of children, and lots of

worry aund bother, and the .other;

single and having quite a comforta-
bletime teaching school. The child
one day threw her doll aside, and
assumed an attitude of profound
thought, which was interrupted at |
last by the question: ““Wel), Julia,
what are you thinking about?”
When the child let loose a ten-acre
lot full of crude philosophy by aan-

tions which made the .**witeh” to|

swering: ‘I was finkin whevver,
when I growed up, I’d teat stool nr‘

gard to special gospel ideas pre-|in general, of rites of purification | Osir, the deceascd, had been scruti- | have a baby.”
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