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DELIVERED
atl the Forty-Fifth Annudal Confer-
ence of the Church of Jesus Chiist
of Latter-day Sainls, in the New
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,Thurs-
day Aflernoon, April 8, 1875.

REPORTED DBY DAVID W. EVANS

THERE have beena nunber of items
0of interest. touched upon Ly the
brethren whe have spoken during
this Conferenece, and as it is a time
when we meet together for the pur-
pose of receiving general instruce-
tlons, it seems to me very desirable
that the time should be ocecupled
in dwelling upon prineciples which
immediately pertain to our condi-
tion and present circumstances.
In the remarks which I shall make

this afternoon I trust I shall be led | P

to speak upon those things which
immediately concern us and which
perfain to our daily lives,

I rejoice exceedingly in this op-
portunity, that is, the opportunity
of being present at Conference. I
believe that I can appreciate it bet-
ter than I could possibly have done
had I been here all the time dur-
ing the winter. I have, however,
during my absence, enjoyed my-
self better than I could have ex-
pected. I have felt that the Lord
has been with us as a people, that
his power has been manifested in
our behalf, and that, so far as the
prospects of Zion in the future are
concerned, we have abundant rea-
son to be thankful and rejoice. 1
know that the hope is indulged in
in many quarters that the Latter-
day Saints are fast losing that faith
for which they have been noted,
and by the operation of which they
have been enabled to accomplish
the labors that have devolved up-
on them in the past in thiscountry
/S pioneers, and as pioneers in the
religious world. I am quite will-
ing, myself, if it is any satisfaction
to any individual to entertain this
idea that, he should do so; but for
myself, and I believe I speak the
sentiments of the people, I never,

An muy life, saw greater cause for
rejoicing in the cause of God than
I do to-day. I am notin the least
discouraged, but, on the contrary
1 feel exceedingly encouraged. 1
Know, it seems to me, better than I
ever knew, that God is with this

people, that be hearkens to their |

prayers, and that he watches over
them. It is true that there are in-
fluences operating upon us at the
present time that we have only re-
cently had to contend with, they
are comparatively new infiluences
and, to a certain extent, the Laftter-
day Saints are unaccustomed to
them, especially the rising genera-
tion. But it has been taught us
from the beginning that Zion is to
become a great power in the earth
and that she will triumph; but I
cannot conceive how Zion can be-
come that which we have expect-
ed, or that it will achieve the des-
tiny predicted concerning it unless
it be by passing through ordeals
such as those we already have to
encounter, and others, still greater,
that are yet in the future, by which
Zion will show its superiority over
every institution and power that
exists on the face of the earth.

I have expected for years that
the seclusion which we sought
in coming to these mountains would
be terminated. Everything in the
predictions of the holy prophets
concerning the work of God in the
last days conveyed this idea to my
mind. I looked upon our retreat
here as a temporary one, for I well
kpew from the character ef the
peopleand theirachievements that,
in a short time, we should have the
‘world trooping to us; we should be
like a city set on a hill, we could
not be hid, and that the eyes of
men would be attracted Zionward,
therefore I have not been disap-
pointed in witnessing that which
we see around us to-day. It has
come probably iA some forms that
i bad not looked for, beecause I
could only take 2 general view, the
details 1 "did not understand, but
that we should tpm through ordeals
that should test us, test our faith,
test our institutions, test the char-
;f‘:;ii c:{ nu]r du;_:trines, test the

_Value of everythin 2
pected with us,I never hrid a cﬁ}f:cl;ttl‘
and so far as the futureisconcerned
I look forward to an increase rath-
er than a decrease of these things,
to an increase of tests, amultiplica-
tion of ordeals that will be calcula.
b - 4t-fewery nature to testand

-
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try us and the system. ‘with which
we are identified to the perfect sat-
isfaction of every one cennected
with it. MHow else could we expeet
that Zion should beeomé a power
in the earth? How else could we
expect that that respect should be
accorded to Zion which we are led
to believe will be the case? How
else will the wisdom and .power
that Giod will bestow upon his peo-
ple be made ¢lear in the.eyes of this
nation and of the nations of ‘the
earth only by these practical tests,
by these tiials, by surmounting
these difficulties, and by showing
a capacity ‘to meel, grapple with
and overceme every emergency and
contingency that may arise? Can
we achieve that distinction which
is inevitably in atoml_li)r’

N S Als as a
people if the predictions of the pro-
phets be fulfilled short of such an

The enemies of this work may in-
dulge in whatever anticipations of
our discomfiture or downfall they
lease butas'for us,let us takea prac-
tical, sensible view of the work with
which we are identified, and pre-
pare ourselves accordingly, so'that
when the hour of trial shall come,
be it severe or not, we may be pre-
pared = therefor, imving strength
and faith sufficient te endure it,
and fo bear witness unto all men
that we have net cherished this
faith in vain,

There is this peculiarity about
this work, that no power that has
yet arrayed itself against it has sue-
ceeded in its attempts to gain ad-
vantage over it. It is true there
have been seemingly temporary
successes; there have been times
when mobs and violent men have
achieved a temporary sucecess and
when theyhaveflattered themselves
with the idea that their desiguns
against this work have heén sue-
cessful. DBut one peculiarity has
ever marked the career of this peo-
ple, that is, that events in our his-
tory which have seemed to be
deadly blows against us and the
work in which we are engaged,
have turned out to be magnificent
successes for us as a community.
Trace our history from the begin-
ning, petuse it earefully, draw the
lessons from it which I believe are |
intended to be conveyed by it, and
what do you see? The church
Zion of God emerging from the dif-
ficulties, trouble and seeming disas-
ter sought to be brought upon it'by
its enemies, brighter, stronger,

experience as this? I think net. |

made it uective and fertile for our
sakes., Vhen we reflect upon our history
gloce we came here; when we think of
the many plots and schemes, of the meny
men who have lent themselves to these
plots, who have done all in their power
against and to entrap this people; when
we reflect upon itall, so faras I am con-
cerned, I am filled with amazement, and
with thanksgiving to God our Eternal
Father for his goodness and mercy unto
us as & ‘people. I know, as well as I know
that I live, that no human power ceunld
have saved us time and time again as we
LEave been rescued: thatthere is no wisdom
of man that was.equal to theemer?ncla
in which we have placed: but God,
in his infinite merey and wh&om. in his
kindness and watcheare over us as a peo-
ple, has,at the very moment when salva
was nceded, stretched forth his Almighty
arm. He hes rescued us from the grasp
of the destroyer when it seemed as t
destruction ywas inevitable and we coun
not escape.  The last five years have been
as fruitful, probakly, as any period in our
history.in cvents of this character. Time
and fime agrin has it scemed as though

| destraction was sure tomm::.{on us, as
though there was no way | ble for us

to escape; but God has heard eur suppli-
cations and has opened the way of V-
erarce In a most wonderful manuer, and
has rescued us from Lhe grasp of those
who would destroy us. Olhers may not
see the hand of God in these things.: they
may say that these 8 ccme ubout
from and are the results of natural causes,
but those who have prayed to God, whose
hearts have *
tion to him and who have waited trem-
blingly for the salvation which he has

promised, have seen and they cannot bat

acknowledge the hand of God in these de-

liverances, because; as I have said, they

have watched, waited and prayed anxious-

ly and earnestly in the name of Jesus for

deliverance, and when it has come their

faith has been strengthened and their joy

increased in the Holy One of Israel: be-
cause be has heard and answered their
prayers; and to-day the Latter-day Saints
are the pleofal le upon the face of
the earth who know that God lives, be-
cause he hears and answers their prayers.
And he, it scems, is determined to have a
people upon the earth who will be com-
pelled to put their trust in him and not in
man, because man’s power wouald utterly
fall to save them, and no power but his
can do it. When I look at all these things
it is a matter of surprise to me that men
cannot see the hand of God in this work.
Yet there arc many whosé bearts have
been touched by the evidences of God’s
favor nuto ue, and they have been sur-
prised and have expressed their wonder

that we have been so signally delivered as

we have been.

Now there is a great future in gtore for

usias a people. God has said so, and his

words cannot fail in being fulfilled. There
is o destiny in store for this people that
few can comprehend. We bave to teach
the world lesson after lesson that they
‘have enlirely forgotten, or that they never
knew.  We have to teach them and

more firmly planted, more united
than it was when the difficulty
commenced, or the trouble wasfirst
visited upon us.- The loss of houses
and lands, expulsion from homes

show them by our example that there is
guch a thiug as living faith, that there is
siich & ‘thing as tmaunph'in G.d, belng
saved by him¢ that thereis such a power
as faith in the land, and that prayer, when
offered in faith, is effectual in reaching

that were dearly bought, had no

death-like sorrow in the hearts o
the Latter-day Saints as did the
martyrdom of our beloved pi
and patriarch; had we lost our-dear-
est friends; had we lost everything

to me it would not have compared
with the poignant sorrow, the deep,
heartfelt anguish that prostrated:
this people in the depths of humil-
ity when the mews ‘of ‘the ‘eruel
murder of their ved leaders
reached them: yek deadl y-as that blow was,
to all human upﬁaum' prostrating the
entire people, who félt that they badJost
those who stood nearest to God and mear-
est to them, God In his mercy, out ofiihat

nmph, and raised upa man to take, the
place of the Prophet, who has been in some’
respects like Elisha following Elijah, pos-.

case with him, a double portion of the
spirit thalt restad down on his jnaster,
Elijah. And God has led us, God has
prospered ms, and God gave us Eliccess
that seemed to be commensurate withythe
depth of our anguish and sorrow, and
lifted us up from the depths of humility
into which we had sunk, and
upon the heights of gladness and joy, and |
caused us to rejuice as we could not have
done probably under other clrcumstances.
And so, when we were driven out of civ-
ilization so-ecalled; when we wended onur |
weary way throngzh the wildernegs, not |
know ing where we were geing, it seemed
as though the last blow had been strunck
and we had been left a préey to internal
dissenslons or to the violence of the sava-
ges. Bnt God Ian his merey, ont of that
seemingly great aflliction, has brought
forth greet blessing and :g?ry"tu us, and
has honored us, has cnriched us, has raised
us, tp and endowed 'tfs with Djees-.
ings that wec could not kaye had where

we lived; so that that, great Llow
gimed at us by our enemies  has
been over-ruled to be the means ul’bf

great and wonderful blessings to us, and’]
as an entire .pcople we recjoice to-day in
the posecssion of a land, that God :
given unto us, to which he led us and
which he designated ‘l:{l the finger of in-
spiration as the land which we should oc-
cupy, and which we this day possess des-
pite all tke machinations of the wicked
and their efforts to strip us of all powar
herein. Until this day he has given unto

such effect upon this people, pro- | carth'tbat God with & emall peo

duced no such thrill and stch |accomplish wonderful resumlts.
; . ¢ | think of our numbers, how few we are,—

that we valued on earth, it séems | travel throughout

sessing, as Elisha desired it might e the |

laced ua-T

We haye to show the nations of the
ple can
When I

Weare a great people In some respects,
but in numbers we are few and feehle—

el | yetwith this few people what is God do-

g in the carth! What a name he is gain-
ing for his people, his servants! You ma
the earth, in every Jand,
-among every people, and let it be known
that you are a Laftter-day Saint, and you
will find that the fame of the pcople has
preceded you, atid yotl willfind yourselves
distin
ex gly wonderful that a people so
gmall, nimerically so insignificant, a peo-
ple not wealthy, but it may be said poor,
are 80 noled in the earth, Yet this
is the fact, and God intends to make
ug etill more so, he intends to give
us a name and a place among the

great aflliction breught forth a great tri- | the nations of the earth that shall be dis-

tinguished above all other reoph. We
are accused; you know, of being dieloyal.
This has been a story told of as, a charge
repeated againgt us from the very begin-
ning, beeause men have thought it wonld be
most cffective in distroylng our inflaence.
The idea prevails in many quarters that
we are scarcely as true to the government
as we should be. I'have heard it stated
that were it not for these troops at Camp
Deuglas, Utah Terrltory would rebel. By
such nonsense as this do men who oppose
us seck to deceive the world at large re-
gpecting us and our motives and feelings.
I have had occasion frequently to talk uje-
on this subject. I have told men that,
from my early boyhood, 1 bave lcen
taught to belicve that the conslitution of
the United States was revealed of God,
and that the destiny in store for the Lat-
ter-day Saints was to uphold constitntion-
al government upon this land; and, that
being the case, how conld it Be reconcila-
ble with the idea that we were disloyal to
the Government? Butthereisa class of
men whoconsider éeverybody disioyal who
does not dapce to their tunes, and who
does not re-echo the sentiments which
they express and scem to enteriain,
have a class of men among us here 'who
talk about the one-man power ! and the
tyranuy that exist in Utah Territory, but
at the same time if an ofificial were 1o
come here and agsociate with cilizens of

| this Territory, “Mormon™ citizens I meen,

they would put him uuder a ban and
brand him es disloyal and unfit to hold an
official position under the Government.
And why? For years here it has beea con-
sidered by certain officials as one of the
best recommendations to the favor of tho=e

e the gnrn~aemaro i : -
s 1a¢ supremacy in this Jand, from north

il
" . =
0 goulh, from e2st to west, ard b

in power to hateand abuse the *“Aormeg’®
rcople of Utah To+-¥ ~rnd if 8- man

-

. drawn out in supplica- |

| of the

hed from everybody elee. Itis|

We

* !
! were to dare to associate with “Moimons,”

or were to speak kindly of or to associate
with them, and to treat them as he would
other people be would be ostracized and
banished, so far as a<sociation with them
is concerned a non-intercourse act would

be immediately. And these

|

the Mormons.
We have these things to contend with,
we have these lies to live down, and as far

say that the Latter-day Saints are an in-
tolerant, proscriptive or an unjust le.
Nerver let this be said of us with truth;

if it be said, let our enemies continue to
lic about us until they are tired of it, or
until the world become sickened with the
falsehoods that are told concerning us.
And for us, let us pursue the path that
God has marked ont, being liberal, truth-
tul, upright, dealing fairly, honestly and
tolerantly with every man, so that every
class of men who come inlto our midst
may Jearn that we have received a religion
that admite of toleration in the est
sensc of the word.

It has been a matter of considerable sat-
isfaction to me to statethat in Utah Terrt-
tory our pulpite, stands, tabernacles and
meetinghouses have always been open to
every sect and denomination to come and
Hrﬂch their peculiar views, creeds an

octrines, and thatour mgh have
out in large comngrega to listen to
speakers or preachers of other denomi-
nations advancing their doctrines; and that
not onl+ have congregations of adults been
furnished, but the children of the Sunday
schools have frequently been assembled in
g+ s iy gty Hh

m pu ear an

rnmlﬂurlg:ith the ideas and views enter-
tained by other us denmominations,
This stands out In marked contrast with
the ctice of almost every other seet,
and it gives the falschood to the storiee
which have been so frequently told about
ue.

Now respecting all these things that we

are sing through, I
or Aod intnem S T e

learned lessona of late that have been
profitable to us. For instance, we now
know and, while the recollection of the
past few years is vivid in our minds we
shall continue to know, how to value a just
man who sits as a jutigu. and it may be
th;.:nit will be so impressed upon us, that
w
and come it will, as inevitably as the sun
rises iu the morning over the eastern hills
so sure will power come unto us; but when
it does come I trust that the recollection
past will be vivid in our minds and
that we will always seck to deal justiy and
fairly withiall who may seck justice at our
hands. It has been said that when we ac-
quire power we shall be in , RS
other sects have been. The P who
became, in turn, themselves

of our
Territorial condition, has thus far help-

ed to save us.

rights, by keeping us in &

With such a feeling as
there has been in this city ana territory,
for contesting elections, when they have
been overwhelmingly on one side—iwenty
thousand and upward against two or three

very
individuals talk aboul the intolerance of | thousand: when men will contest elec-

tions ‘under such circumstances, and en-
deavor by unjust meane to wrest the

wer out of the hands of the people and

as we are concerned, let them always be | defeat the will of the majority; when
lies: let no man have it in his power to | they

will do thig, as been done in this
Territory, it would not need a very strong
to have them togo farther, to have

them appeal for Federal interference, and
to try and induce the menfito say
—“Those whom you eall the minority are
the majority, they have been unjustly desi
with; afldavits have come here showing:
that the polls have not been managed pro-
perly, the ballots have not been d tedi
as t should be, and we must decide-
against you ‘““Mormons' and the men
whom you have elected, and put your op-
porents into power.,” I donotsay that
this is the case in Louisiana, I do not pre-
tend to declde upon that question, it ad-

have been told by members of Congress
who visited there—the committeec sent by
(Ion?'esl to investigate matters, that if
the federal troops had been withdrawn
from Louisiana this winter twenly-four

| hours would not have elapsed until the

McEnery government would have been
put in power, and the whole difficult

would have been solved. Butthe presence
of federal troops maintalned a govern-
ment that could not be maintained in and
of itsellf.
a State government if the Federal govern«
ment is to interfere In this manner in:
State affairs?! And with the causes that
exist in Utah Terri to make interfer-

ence r and a e to be approved:
of by thousands, a State government
wonld not be so desirable. I have, there-

fore, so far as my own feelings have been:

in them all. I think that we have | if m

puwer shall come Into our midst, |

conceined, been very much pleased at be-
ing a territo I have seen the hand of’

ize the hand | God and his wisdom In this thing, when:

wish er my will could have been

What is the use, then, of being:

mits of a good deal of argnment; but I

m we should have heen a State-
g ago

The Lord, in his merey, will rve ue-
from these evils; In his overruling wisdom:
and providence he will deliver us until the

the conclusion, as one individual, that I
fuature, and shall leave it to the ovecr-

ruling providence of God to bring about
when it shall seem good unto him.

As to some of the States in the South
they are in such a condition that we, if we
were in the same, should thlnk eur lot
dreadful. I have heard stories of usurpa-
tion snd tyrarny by officials in those
states that have cansed me to think that,

fled from England hecause of
persecution

the persecutors when they had the power.
Roger Willlams fled from them and took
refuge in what is now Rhode Island. They
persecuted the Quakers and others who
came within their borders with an intoler-

ance that was equal to, if it did not exceed,
| the mmmmw?kh they themselves
And it has been

had been the victims.
us, that if we had the

said

power, we would probably tread in the
same path, that persecution would only
barden usand malks us deal with others
with a severity w we would not know
:nrthin%':bnnt had we ourselves not been
victims beforehand. But [ think that God
in his mercy will strip us if there be any
vestige of this about us; I hope he will, at
any rate, If weachieve the destiny that is in
store for us, certainly to maintain that
character and to retain that er, it will
be necessary that we should be just, up
right, forbearing and tolerant, and that
we should be willing that every man in this
broad land should worship God according
to the dictates of hus own
whether his god be the workmanship of
his own hands, whether it be the sun, the
moon, some animal, or the God of heaven,
with Jesus his Son, that we gshall be will-
ing that every man should wo God
according to his own [ u the
subject, so long aa bhe does not interfere
with us, or with others. I think we have
learned this lesson in part. I think the
lessons that have been lmpressed upon us
have had an effect in this direction, at
leagt they have had theeffect te broaden
us; and every lesson of this kind will have
soch a result as this with nsasa

and on this account I am tha 1 for

them.

|

There have been times when I
that we might be

State.
have wished exceedin
released from territorial vassalage and be
incorporated in the Unionasa wm'olfn
state. I have desired, and labered for it;
but this lest winter I have been exceeding-
Iv thankful that Utah was a territory and
not a state. We are told to acknowl
tLe hand of (God in all things, and I do
not sce why we should not acknowledge it
in being kept in this condition of tutelare
and vassalage as well as in anything else.
Butit may be asked—**Why doyeu think
our condition better as a territory than as
a state?’ When I heard of events in
Louisiapa, the federal troops maintaininz a
government there, againat which I wes in-
formed, and as I hi* %;ed,g‘%lhte :nnsa ugﬁhc
ople revalted, on o myself—
atter be an Insignificant “territory than a
| state if we cannot bavethe right ur::‘ou-

| ing our own rulers and have
the offices to which they are elected.
Thanks to our insignificance federal troops

terfered with us here; but if
ﬂfﬁaﬂm 2 State, with two votes in the

nate, a vote or two in the Houre, and
Sfec:;ml votes in tho Presidental Election
there mighé hase Peen & temptation to
have done with Utah ns with other states.
But we hadino vole; onr delegate in Con-
bad po vote; we had no sepatorial
representation; we had no vole at the
Presidental Election, ard this denial to us

:

notwithstandimg all that we have had to
endure in Utah ‘Territory, cur lot has been
a fortunate one compared with that of
others. They have drunk the cup of hu-
miliation to its very dregs. You know
there was a time here when it seemed as
though every effort was made to bring vs
under military rule in this T ;. and
when the provocations emdnred g{ the
here come to be read im history

er, and admiration for the peo
80 pa.dently endured the wrongs that were
imposed upon them, especially when it is
remembered what power we hold here.
Why, think of it, a few years ago a - Gov-
ernor came to this Territor
after a long and bloody Indism War, In
which our citizens were massacreg, their

ﬂ:ilt r stock driven off; and immedi:
ately
who prohibited the militia,
bodied man in the Territory,
arms—a most unheard of tyrannical ex-
errise of power; and them a Secretary,
while acting governor, aflerwards re-
ted the same proclamation. And

people have borne it patiently
and never lifted their hands sgainst
these contemptible ts. It was
doubtless hoped that we wounld ecom-
mit some overt act to prevoke trowbie,
g0 Lthat the federal t conld be brought
In and be under confeol of these
officials, who for once in th«ir &*es hap-

I am thankful to-day that we are nat a |

in | our blood beil.

Eed o hold tion. Not this,
t on one when certain €itizens

met together as a company, toceletimle
the fact of their band having got a mew
set of instruments a federal judge com~-
mitted them to a military prison for vio-
laticg this proclamation, as though =
tion of the Governor was law!

th as great propricty m¥ist an Execu-
tive claim that he bas the power tore-
store the curfew, and eay-—*"You mnet
have your fires extingnithed by eight
o’clock at night, or we will put you in s
military prison; and you murt rise in the
morning at the tap of the bell or wo wiik
treat you as criminals.” Fr a Governor's.
proclamation is Jaw,and j- t»be respected
as euch, where will it end? WHI 1t end
with the imprisonment of inem who act
as mj]iﬂ‘ mr N'ﬂ: if gitch acis of URLUT-
pation continue, no citize . will De safe,
and they will end in the overthrow of

livert :J'd constitutiona) right swhercver
permitted. .

We have borne these thines, and we have
borae others, the recollection of whh,
were 1 10 recite them to you, would make
It is not necessary that L
ghould do =03 but in talking thus do we talk
disloyaily 7 _ American citizeor bave tlie
right to talk about ofiicals who trample
upon their rights in {%'s manuer; we all
kave the right to guestnsn tho acts of men
in powers itis & right zive: tous, and the
maan is not worthy the name of frecman

who will not thus critigiz 3¢ s of oppression.

they are violative of the 1u otal prin-
ﬂlpla};uut our government that thua‘tu.lk
about them; apd in sny other Territory

than this they would bave proveked astorm

surprise will arise in the mind of the
ple whe-

perty stolen, their settlements rotiied -

aud,in a manner, +<zent bhem and
sl:lm':r his lmnﬁu of tiwi. ke is because

time shall come for us to be a state if that -
be his will, and I doubt not that we shall:
become a state 80 easlly that we shall be -
surprised at it ourselves. 1 have come to-

shall not be anxious on this subject in the

*

mmediately™

after that war a Governor came herc”

Jo
trom peating



