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AN ERROR REFUTED.

Tue New York World’s issue of May
4th, contained the following para-
graph: '

‘1 was shown the other day a copy
of the original Book of Mormon, for
which, they say, the Latter-day con-
course of Salt Lake Saints are paying
ﬁmat sums, whenever they can lay

ands on it. Their purpose is to de-
stroy the early edition of the book,
which contains very distinctly an edict
levelled at the practice which is of all
others nearest and dearest to them.
The Mormons are even moré deter-
mined on the advantages of revised
editions than are their more morally
reared neighbors—the common, every-
day Christians. They certainly have

ood reason to be if they purpose go-

ng on in the cause of polygamy. The
Book of Mormon,which was shown me
isan old, yellow-leaved, calf-bound
affair, and it contains gome inconveni-
ently rigid laws of morality, In one
instance it eemes down flat-footed,
-and commands. the followers of the
faith to take unto themselves, under
penalty of severe retribution, no more
than one wife. This admonition is
several times repeated 1n terms so un-
mistakable that nobody who reads it
can very well wonder at the anxiety of
the Mormons to get the book out of
sight. It is rather odd that what has
now become a main feature of their
faith, and certainly the ﬂnlly feature
that brmgs converts to their ‘cause,
should have been the point to which
the original **boomer’’ of the faith was
most persistently and emphatically op-
posed. 1tis 3uir.e likely that the Mor-
mon religion dwindled until a feature
was introduced : into. it which enabled
believers to adopt at least one practice
allowed by no other sezt and forbidden
by all civil laws.’

The following response which covers
the ground of the Worlds error, ap-

peTred subsequently in the same jour-
nal: - _

 To the Editor of.the World:

In your issue of Sunday, Mﬁy 4, un-
- der the caption ‘*The Town Listener,”’

the writer magnified the importance of .

“an old, vellow-leaved, calf-bound
‘Book' of Mormon,” for which, he
claims, to have heard, the Latter-day
Saints are paying great sums in order
to destroy the early edition of the
book, because it comes down flat-foot-
ed and commands the followers of the
faith to take unto themselves, under
penalty of severe retribution, no more
than one wife. Now, as a matter of
fact, the first edition of said book and
the last are precisely alike, word for
word. Andthe Latter-day Saints have
no more interest in destroying the first
edition than they have in destroving

the many subsequent editions. hey
all contain the same prohibition
against plural marrlage, but

that prohibition was to a people who
lived over 2,000 years ago, and con-
nected with said propibition is the fol-
lowing provisionary clause, which is
- found in every edition of said book—
page 133, last edition: “‘For,if 1 will,
saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up seed
unto me, I will command my people;
otherwise, they shall hearken to these

things.’’ Yonrs very truly,
- JaAMES H. RT,
Grand Central Hotel.
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. A PREDICTION FULFILLED.

AMERICAN Fork, Utah,
_ May 19, 1834,
Editor Deseret News:  , -~ ||

As the details of the earthquake at
Colchester,England,come to hand,I am
forcibly reminded of a prediction
which was uttered in my hearing sev-
. enteén years ago.

I was residing at Colchester, Essex
County, England, and was visited by
two t avelling Elders, who spent the
 ‘evening with me. One of them, as we
were seated around the fire, suddenly
broke in upon the conversation by say-
i“f' “‘there will be an earthquake in
this place, which will shake it from

centre to circumference.” This was
~in the spring of 1867.

The aeeminglimgrnbability of such an
occurrence caused me to pay a little
more heed to it, -and as I have seen so

. many J)rnphec es fultilled that were
uttered by Elders of this Caourch I sub=
- sequently  very naturally began to
watch and look for its veritication,
wwi*hich I felt sure would come in due
time.

In these momentous times such
events only engage serious attention
by the amount of horror that may be
connected with them. Itis possible
that the earthquake <t Colchester may
attract very little attention at this dis-
tance, But it shows plainly to me
that foreknowledge of events is pos-
sessed by Elders of this Church and
that other predictions will be as surely
werified as this one has been, 17 years
after utterance.

Respectfuily,
HeENRY CULLUM.
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MISSIONARY EXPERIENCES.

A COOL RECEPTION,

Rock Hiry, York Co.,
South Carolina, May 10,

Editor Deseret News'

It was one year the 10th of APrH

since I left my ‘““Mountain Home,” in

Bountiful, Davis County, Utah. On

arriving at Chattanuﬂfa, Tenn., Elder
aho

4.

L.E. Bobison, from I -and I were

assigned to South Carolina, where 1
labored with President J. M, IEaston
two months,fin Spartenburg County,
trying to effect a new opening, but with
no success. I was then appointed to
labor with Elder Angus McKkay, to opéen
a new fleld, We traveled through six
counties in North Carolina, distribut-
ing many tracts, but in so doing the
people generall'y referred “*The heels
towards the door,” on finding out who
we were. They would say they had
heard enough about the Mormons
through the press. Onone occasion a
entleman iu good standing in the
ptist Church, on enquiring who we
were, asked if the people of Utah were
all heathens, and said on the. previous
Sabbath they got up a collection to
send a missionary to Utah to labor
among the heathens. |

AMONG THE ,CHEROKEES,

We arrived in Swain County, North
Carolina, August the 13th, among the
Cherﬂkeé‘ Lamanites, who are situnated
on the Oconalufta River, where an
Elder of the Church of Jesus Christ had
never been., The Cherokees number
about 2,000, own a large body of land
and live as the whites. We appointed
two meetings but they would not come
out to them as the Baptists, Method-
ists andQuakers had made it their busi-
ness to tell them we were bad men.We
stayed in . that vicinity

about one

ites conld talk the English language we
could accomplish but little good. We
had several.interviews with the chief,
who seemed to be much interested. He
had a limited education. We left with
him a Book of Mormon and Voice of
Warning. He said he calculated to
visit Salt Lake City.

During our stay we attended a pro-
tracted (distracted) meetmgr compos-
ed principally of Baptists. They took
for a text ‘**Beware of false prophets,”
and said, pointing to us, ‘'‘They are
among us now and will devour the very
elect, for they have the Scriptures on
the entd of their tongues.” e prayed
in our hearts that they might be con-
founded. Suddenly two men in the
congregation began fighting, and the
meeting was broken up.

THE MEMORY OF ELDER ROBISON,

We returned to headquarters, where
we learned that Elder C. E. Robison
was very esick. KElder J. M. Easton

J.J. Humpherys and myself went anc

assisted his compamon, Elder H. Mil-
ler, to gbring him to headquarters as
he had been laboring among the Cataw-
ba Indians. He was beloved by all
that knew him and sowed seed in his
lastdays that since his demise has taken
root. He departed this life at 10 minutes
to 2 p. m., Sept. 26th, 1883,

CATAWBA INDIANS AND WHITE PEOPLE
BAPTIZED.

I was then appointed to labor with
H. Miller. The Catawba Lamanites
are situated on the Catawba River,

York, Co., 8. C., many have forgotten
their mother tongue. They all talk

the English language. Many of them
have light eyes agd hair.. They marri-
ed an intermarried with Whites
which accounts for the light eyes and
hair. . They number about nipety and
are healthy, industrious and law-abid-
ing citizens. They own (66 acres of
land. We baptized, on the 11th of
Nov., 1883, five of the Catawbas, these
being the flrst to receive the Gaqspel.
Elder H. Miller was now released to
return home on account of sickness.
Then Elder J.J. Humﬁmrys and 1
L were appointed to labor together, and
on one ocecasion we went to Fort Mills
after our mail and  were followed
through the townby a crowd of men
who were under the influence of bad
whiskey. They made many threats,but
kept their hands of us. Sinte then we
have baptized 17 Lamanites and four
whites, and organized a Sunday School
which is in a prosperous condition.
We have blessed eight children and

think the good work will continue
among the Catawba's until they are all
‘. born again.”” Those who have beeén

baptized are the leading men, and the
have Spirit of Gathering. On the 17t
of April, Elder R. M. Humphrey ar-
rived and i8 now my companion. We
are holding meetingsevery Sundaytalk-
ing by the fireside every night, and have
the promise of a coat of tar and feath+
ers. But as corn-dodger and genuine
buttermilk are plentiful, and have
made our backs broad, we hupe by the
help of the Lord to endare if put to
the test, |
Wherever the NEws is read it helps
JOosEPH WILLEY,

to put down prejudice.
R. M. HUMPHREY.
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THE REPORT OF THE
COMMISSION.

WE publish to-day the full text of the
report of the Utah Commission to the
Secretary of the Interior. When view-
ed in the light of comparison with the
generality of political statements in re-
lation to the ‘‘Mormons,” it may be
termed a temperate document. We
use the ‘word political in this connec-
tion, because there does not appear. to
be any other status either in its base or

body; besides its entire tenor indicates
not the slightest haste to produce any
effect that would depase the commis-
sioners from office.

It starts out with the assertion that
the last Legislature adgaurned without
enacting laws in conformity with the
Edmunds act. It would have been the
genteel thing for the authors of the

document to have inserted at this point

month but as only a few of the Laman- |

the fact that between the making of
such lelglsiutiun and the Legislative
Assembly, stood a Governor whose de-
clared official policy is in direct oppo-
sition to its enactment. Such a law
would interfere with his scheme for
the abolition of the Le?slature, and
the appointment of a legislative com-
mission. The Legislative Assembly
assed the contemplated law, but
t was vetoed by Governor Murray.
Judging from the drift of the report,the
Commission is not likely to have 1051:
much gleep over his unjust exercise of
gubernatorial authority, by which he
thwarted the will of the Scaple‘
The Commission have done the Leg-
islature and people the justice of ap
ending a copy of the vetoed election
Fﬂ.w to the report, but have been guilty
of a superfluity in stating that it
evades the national law, as it does not
do so. But this is a sop to the official
who killed it, being in the nature of a
Lustiﬁﬂatinn for the vetoe. It would
ave been more sensible to have left
the officer to whom the {:ﬂpﬁ of thelaw
was submitted to judge by personal
examination and comparison whether
it was a proper and harmonious enact-
ment. As to the remark about the veto-
ed law co e up to the ‘‘demands ot
the country,’’ itis undignified nonsense.
If in the making of laws for the govern-
ment of different localities the de-
mands of the unthinking multitude
were acted upon this Republic would
soon be standing upon its head in a
state of helpless inaction so far as real
progress in concerned, or in a con-
dition of hopeless confusion. The
majority of the people of Utah
are in a much etter situation
for knowing their own legis~
lative wants than the country at large.
Besides, what is'it in the way of local
legislation that the country does want
for Utah? If it were possible for the
question to be put in plain terms
to the country, the answers would be
so maltifarions and varied that it
would be difficult to select the pre-
dominant idea of the dear public. This
is demonstrated in the numerous mea-
sures, mostly conspicuous for their
incongruity and unconstitutionality
that are offered for the solution of the
alleged ““Mormon problem.” :
The Commissioners make a knob out
of a couple of lectures delivered in this
city, not long since, on the subject of
plural marriage. The intent is to show
that strenuous efforts are being made
to induce people to politically sustain
those who have entered into that re-
lation. The sole object of the addres-
ses was to give explanations of the
views of the Latter-day Saints in re-
eard to the marriage institution, that
erroneous ideas which have been
almed off upon the public by the tra-
gucera of the majority of the Ipeuple* of
Utah might be corrected, so far as the

tend. ; _

“‘Candor compels’ the Commission
to state that life and property are as
secure here as in any other part of the
country, We are pleased to observe
that the gentlemen are open to the
compulsory piocesses of candor, it is
further than many people will go when
speaking of the “Mormons,” but the
fact of security is so apparent as to be
self-evident to all who are properly
informed, as lawlessness with the ma-
jority of the people of Utah, is not an
element of their soclal structure.

In speaking of the change that time
has wrought in the condition of af-
fairs in Utah, the Commission fail,
probably from lack of time and inclin-
ation, to make the comparison be-
tween the earlier days of the Terri-
 tory and the present historical phase
complete. In early times immoral
dens, drunkenness and other worldly
institutions had no existence. Since
the later “‘contact with the outside
world,” however, these adjuncts of
common civilization have been, in
consequence of the broader and more
extensive outside communication, es-
tablished, sustained and pampered, by
those who appedr to consider it their
special mission to regenerate the
“Mormons.” As the report states,
the operation of the outside leaven has
been and must be a ‘‘gradual work,"”
but it is a progress in retrograde mor-
ality that travels a great deal too fast.
And as for the larger freedom enjoyed
now than formerly, there never was a
time in the Territory when every indi-
vidual residing within its confines was
not at liberty to do right.

It is presumable that the fund whose
establishment is recommended by the
Commission to aid in enforcing the
punitm?r provisions of the Edmunds
act is intended for the payment of
sneaks and informers who might un-
dertake to glean information in various
questionable forms, such as intruding
upon the privacy of families, whose
sacredness should be sustained by the
State instead of its destructior, which
appears to be aimed at. We are doubt-
ful? however, that Congress will appro-
priate for any such purpose.

The report is non-committal in re-

rd to the question of the constitu-
jonality of a lerislative commission.
It is evidently not inefavor of such
a Jmeasure, but advocates a consider-
able stride in the same unconstitution-
al direction, by remmmendinig that cer-
tain County and Territorial offices
now elective be taken from the people
and the power to fill them, put into the
hands of the Governor or District
Judges. Thus the destruction of re-
ublican institations by piecemeal is
avored, the wholesale method being
considered too sweeping. Itisan ad-
vocacy of the policy of cutting off the
dog's tail an inch or two at a time,
as preferable to hurting the animal too
se;ierely by severing the appendage at
a blow.

|* Tt the Commission had reported that !

influence of the lectures might ex-|

the Legislature had enacted a Jaw they
deewed in keeping with the require=
ments of the Edmunds Act, but were
thwarted in their purpose by the vetoe
of a governor who has been log-rolling
for nﬂe slative commission with him-
self at its head. It they had recom-
mended an examination into the merits
of the matter for the purpose of ascer-
aining whether the Legislature or the
Governor were at fautl, and that action
be taken in accortdance with just and
equitable findings, they would have
taken about the proper step in the
premises,
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MISSIONARIES ENROUTE. -

- NEw York, May 16, 1884,
Editor Deseret News: -

It affords me much pleasure, and de-
vout thankfulness to my Heavenly
Father, to announce to my numerous
friends, both in and around the *‘‘City
I love so well,”” that myself and fellow
travelers arrived safe in this city yes-
terday (Thursday) at 7 o’clock a.m.
We are twelve 1n number, viz.: Geo.
Goddard, Heber S. Gndéﬂ.rd, Robert
Marshall and L. J. Nuttall, jr., as mis-
sionaries, and David James and
daughters Ma.rﬁ Ann and Nettie, Eliza-
beth Hnlpwou and daughter Jessie,
also Emily Atkins and daughters Mar
Ann and Florence on a visit to frien
in the old country, ete.

We all wentto the above named

hotel, and met with our mutual friend
and Brother James H. Hart, who kind-
ly advised us the best way to proceed
uring the five days we had to rémain.
We expect to leave this city next
Tuesday, Mav, 20, by the steamer Wy-
O i-ulg, for the land of our nﬂ.tivlt{,
and the scene of our further labors., It
is 33 years since I left my Kindred and
country.
Most of us traveled in sleeping cars
to this city, comfort and security being
the chief consideration. During our
travel several opportunities were af-
forded myself and Elder Marshall to
converse freely with ladies and gentle-
men on the principles of our holy re-
ligion, and to whom <cards were given
w%th my address on one side, and the
“‘Articles of our Faith” on the other,
I strongly recommend all Elders leav-
ing home, whether on missions or
otherwise, to carry with them a good
squIy of such cards, and watch for
suitable opportunities to place them as
silent messengers of salvation in the
hands of those who are both willing
and thapkful to receive and read them,
The rank prejudice and total ignorance
thatprevail among the thousands that
we meet with in regard to us and our
faith, is my only apology for the above
31; gfestiun. Let us scatter the words
of life.

We met with no hinderence from
washouts. We enjoyed good health,
good feelings, and the good Spirit of
the Lord. e realize that God eur
Heavenly Father shielded and protect-
ed us, and caused everything to turn
out for the best. We traveled from
Ogden to Kansas via Denver, by the
Union Pacific R. R., there per Chicago
and Rock Island from Kansas City to
Chicago, and from thence per Chicago
& Atlantic, (New York, Pennsylvania,
Ohio & Erie R. R. to this city. We pas-
sed through portions of Utah and
Wyoming Territories, also the States
of Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, Iowa,
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
New Jersey and New York. In passin
through so many States and over suc
a vast scope of country,it kept us busy
by daylight to note the wonderful vari-
ety the face of nature presented, and
the almost innumerable small and
large towns we passed through. We
were much pleased with the cities of
Denver and Kansas, especially the lat-
ter, which contains over 200,000 inhabi-
tants. Although the route was about
200 miles longer than the one via Oma-
ha, the increased speed was such that
no longer time was consumed on our
journey. GEORGE GODDARD.
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COMMISSION REPORT.

WasHINGTON, D,C., April, 20,1884,

Sir; The Board of Commissioners
appointed under the a¢t of Congress
of March 22, 1882, respectfully report:

That the Legislative Assembly of the
Territory of Utah adjourned sine die
on the 14th ultime, without accom-
plishing such legislation as is contem-
plated by said act of Cengress, We
therefore consider it proper to present
an account of the condition of affairs
in the Territory, and the opération of
the legislation of Congress concernhing
gn?gamy, so far as appertains to our

uties.

Since entering upon the discharge of
our duties, in Juiy, 1882, we have dili-
gently sought to inform ourselves as
to the history of the Mormons, and the
present conditionof Utah and its peo-
T T

ccted aga e crime of polyggm
and ‘‘unlawful cohabitation,”’ a.gafuﬁ
exposition of which was submitted in
our last report, which we need
not now repeat fturther than to say
that the present law provides for the
punishment of polygamy and unlawful
cohabitation by fine and imprisonment
upon conviction in the courts of jus-

ment of polygagmists from voting and
holding office.

To what extent has this law been ex-
ecuted? And what are, and what will
be the probable results in the solution
of the so-called ‘‘problem?’’ Justice

to the statesmen who enacted this law
as well as the Board who are engaged

| municipal offices, were filled by pg

in its execution, demands a fi
explicit afhswer to these ques
though at the expense of considey
elaboration and some repetitionofy
ters heretofore reported. e
Prior to the time when this By
took charge of the conduct of regisiy.
tions and elections in [y
in  August, 1882, mearly i
Brineipal offices in the Territory we,
eld by polygamists. The Legislag
Assembly of 1882 (consisting of thin
six members) were all in polygy
with the exception of two or thp
Other offices, such as Delegate to (g
gress, and county, gy

ik
J*. I
-
b

Territorial,

amists in about the same proporti
he doctrine of ‘‘rotation in offi
was almost unknown in Utah, g
many of the polygannsts had bg
kept in the same offices from youth

g

old age. All this is changed u
this act. Since the Commisy
entered wupon its duties th

have been elected in the Territoryls
officers, not one of whom isap)
amist. In this number are incly
390 municipal officers. We have &
mated the number of voters (maleg
female) who have been disfranchi
by reason of polygamy at 12,000
there is not now a polygamist h; 3
in Utah. So much as to the exegl
of the law. DBut what as tothe prs
and future effects? 3
We repeat a statement contained
our report of October 30, 1883;
“The theory of the act of Manrt
1882, appears to be this: that dise
ination between those Mormons
practice polygamy and those w
not, placing a stigma upon the i¢
and depriving them of suffrage as
as {the right to hold office, whilg
the other hand, an inducement is
out to the latter class, that by abs
imi from the polygamic relation
will enjoy all the political rig
American citizens, would, in time,
the effect of indncing great num
of the Mormon people to refrain
plural marriage. While such col
erations are not likely to have
weight with the elderly men, who
ready have a ]ilumlit of ¥
and several families of chil
hey must have great weight
the young men of the Territory,m
of whom are ambitious and asp
and would not like, voluntarily, to:
brace political ostracism, Belore}
sing from this topic, we deem itp
to observe that no person well info
ed in regard to Utah affairs o
reasonably have expected, at the §
sage of the act, that there would &
immediate change in the politicals
ation, nor that it would have an i
diate effect in destroying the pmi
of polygamy; but the act must¥
sarily ﬁave a strong influence §
direction. The very existence o
law disfranchising polygamisis w
tend to destroy their influence, Wl
ever it is understood that this ¥4

justice, and also for the disfranchise-.

a permanent discrimination. T
Mormons who have the ballot will
ter a time be conscious of & pi
which they will be unwilling to use
ever at the bidding of those who!
it not, The fact also that it wi
necessary to the preservation o
political influence of the *‘Pe
party’’ (as the Mormons style
selves) to have a large body of
members who areynot polyga
must tend, in time, to weaké
practice of polygamy; for, everyl
ried Mormon who takes but onej
wife loses three votes for his

his own and those of his two

(woman suffrage being establis

law in Utah). Anothor conside
already adverted to, the influes
on tne young men and the
generation, is entitled to great

Seeing all the offices of honor
and protit, such as Delegate
gress, members of the Legislati
Eemhlj, probate judges, clerks
county courts, sheriffs, and |
many of them quite lucrative,

by monogamists,while polygan
wholly excluded, the aspiring
men of the Terrl’tury would pre
anomaly in human nature
should fail to be strongly infl
against going into a relation wh

subjects them to pelitical ost
and fixes to them the stigma ¢

The views above set forth are
ly fortified by the evidence of &
Reverened Bishop Tuttle of
testant Episcopal Church, a ge#
distinguished for his piety,
and sagacity, who has resided ® b
teen or twentrz' in Salt Lak'
In a sermon at the capital of M
lately delivered, he said;

The true policy is ta encoum
buﬂdlni up of an opposition ¥
ranks of the Mormons, Such#®
would result in wholesome & i
The Edmunds bill has not been § *
ure in Utah, ashas been chafgees.
the contrary it is doing muchgoed: -
Mormonsg obey this law.
do not offer to vote, nei

ity

B -
3 :
s

hold office. And they feel ¢

keenly, too. The affixing hi
stigma upon them acts in&¥¢ ¥
some manner, But the Jue ¥
mons amwakiugug; ey have -
asleep on their rights, seeustom

see the polygamous chiés
offices. U)I;?er the ka
young Mormon has beel & ted
of Salt Lake City and & number
the ILegislature. ‘houghy, &
still under the influence 01 Uit
they are DEginninﬁl  realize
importance, which may re
tually in the formation of a I
In this way the Edmunds
gmljl

That the leading
the Mormons feel the

- 1]]
munds act as a heavy D *"gﬂ,
their dominating mﬂuem pe




