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. DISCOURSE

DELIVERED BY

PREST. JOUN-TAYLOR,|;

At the Genereal Conference held
in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake
Qily, QOct. 6th, 1879.

REPORTED BY JOHN IBRVINE,

I HAVE been interested in listening
to the remarks of the brethren this
afternoon, and I am thankfal to
find to-day that that good old-fash-
ioned Mormonism, or Latter-day-
Saintism is not altogether dead yet
—~that there is a little of it living
in the bosoms of the Baints, in our
speakers, and in those who hear.

The Methodists, you know, used to |

have a prayer to the effect that
““His Spirit might pass from heart
to heart as oil passes from vessel Lo
vessel,”” and [ have thought that
tha: kind of a spirit has been ex-

hibited more or less here to-day, |2

whether we have any Methodists
among us or not.

We have come here, 88 has been
stated, to worship Almighty God
in accordance with his ecommands.
Most of this congregation were
good citizens before they came here.
Some are from the various parts of
Europe, and from other parts of the
earth, and a great many from dif-
ferent parts of the United States.
They were good citizens and ob-
seryed the laws of the land to which
they belonged. They have ob-
served every law of the United
States, except one that was made
on pur to make them disobey
God, and therefore, so far as politi-
cal aflairs are concerned, and the
duties pertaining to citizens of the
United Btates, they have been
maintained in their integrity up to
the present time. I remember be-
ing asked in aj court here some
three or four years ago—I do not
remember the time precisely, but
the court reemed to be very fond of
interfering with religious maltters,
it was not always so; but I suppose
civilization has extended—l was
asked, *‘Do yon believe in obeying
the laws of the United States?”
“Yes I do, in all exeept one”—in
fact, I had not broken that. ‘“What
law is that?”? ‘‘The law in relation
to polygamy.” “Well, why do you
except that one?” ‘‘Because,” 1
replied, ‘it is at variance with the
genius and spirit of our institution;
because it is*at variance with the
Constitution of the United States;
and because it is in violation of the
law of God to me.” The United
SBtates Supreme Courl, however,
since that time has made it 4 law
of the land, that is, it has sanc-
tioned it; it was not sanetioned ab
that time, that question was not
then decided. We are here
to-day, gathered together accord-
ing to the word and law of God
and the commandments of God to
us, ‘‘Gather my BSaints together
unte me,’’ says one of the old pro-
phets, ‘‘those that have made a
covenant with me by sacrifice.”
¢] will take you,” says another,
‘‘one of a city and two of a family,
and I will bring you to Zion, and
I will give you pastors aceording to
mine heart, which shall feed you
with knowledge and understand-
ing.” Now, the servants of God
in these last days have been sent
ont as they were in former days to
gather the peepie, and the Liord
has given us this law—the law “of
polygamy—among other things,
and [ know it befere God and cau
bear testimony of it,if nobody else
knows it. I Eknow that it came
from (God, and that God is its &u-
thor, But there are hundreds and
thousands of others who have a
knowledge of the same thing; but
I speak of it in this wise to testily
bafore God, angels and men, before
this nation and all other nations,
that it came from God. That is
the reason that I speak of if, that
I may bear my testimony to you
and to the nations of the earih.
Now, then, about the resalt of 1t;
that is with God and with the peo-

le. It ds for us to do the will of

od; it is-for the l.ord to bring
about the resulis in his own way.
But one thing L can assureall men,
in the name of Israel’s God, that
this nation, nor any other nation,
can do ant - against the truth,
but ‘for the “frath. Do their very
best, help themselves as they may,
they cannot help themselves in re-
gard to these matters, for the Lord
will say unto them, as he did unto
the waves of the mighty ocean,
¢ Hitherto shalt thou come but no
farther: and here shall tbhy proud
waves be stayed.”” Now, that is
how the thing is. The prophet in

-will be

_——

another place says, ‘‘SBurely thal
wrath of man shall praise thee; the
remainder of wrath shalt thou re-
strain.”? He will manage the
other. He will put a hook in the

lead them just as he pleases. They

s The vast congregation responded
‘Amen.”’]

It is an historic fact, written in
letters as of living fire, that neither
nations, peoples, emperors, Kings,

aws of men and of nations, and [or presidents,; mor the combined

powers of the earth, are able to

are all in his hands, as we are in | regulate the comscience or chaoge

Need we be surprised that people
should feel inimical to the gospel of
Jesus Christ? No. Need we be sur-
prised that men, as the scriptures
say, ‘“‘should wax worse and worse,
deceiving and being deceived?”
No. We have preaehed it—I have
preached it upwards of forty years
in this nation and in other nations,
Need we be surprised that they |
shonld trample under foot the Con-
stitution of the United States? No;
Joseph Smith told us that they
would do it. Many around me
here knew long ago that they would
do this thing, and further knew
that the last people that should be

found to rally around that sacred

instrument and save it from the
rasp of unrighteous men would be
the Elders of Israell When, there-
fore, we see these things progres:-
ing need we be astonisheu? I do
not think we need be. Bome of
our people you know, who are a
little shaky and get how? Whya
little astride of the fence, and say
good Lord and good devil,” not
knowing into whose bands they
will fall; when they see some of

the faith of man. Noah main-
tained his faith alone, as againsat
that of a world. Abraham eould
not be swerved by the most unnat-
ural and forbidding circumstances,

| Moses, at the behest of God, alone

withstood the power of Egypt’s
king and nation. Daniel unflinch-
ingly bowed his knee to Israel’s
God, in the face of a prohibitory
regal decree, passed by the intrigues
of the combined powers of the
kEingdom of Babylon, who were his
enemies, Job, when tried, main-
tained bis integrity, even as against

| God, and said, “Though he slad

me, yet will-I trust in bim}’” any
farther said, I know that my Re-
deemer liveth, and that he will
stand at the latter day upon the
earth; and though worms destroy
this body, yet in my flesh shall I
see God.”” The three Hebrew chil-
dren ceuld not be made to bow to
the image eset up by the King of
Babylon; but rather than deny
their faith chose the penalty of the

| fiery furnace, in which they walked

accompanied by the Bon of God.
Jesus came to do the will] o! his
Father, and though in deing it he

thess things trauspiring they are |sweat great drops of blood, and
filled with amszement; but men | begged of his Father fo let the cup
who understand themselves, and | pass if possible, yet ‘‘not my will,”
who are in posseasion of the gift of | he gaid, “but thine be done;” and

the living God, are

for such things and they are not at | thou forsaken me.”

the Holy Ghost and the Bpirit of | when groaning in mortal :gnni he
looking | eried, *My God, my God, why hast

And though

all surprised. Were we surprised | he could have commanded twelve
when the last terrible war took |legions of angels, who would have

place here in the United States?
Neo; good Latter-day Saints were
not, for they had been told about
it, Joseph Smith had told them

where it would start, that it should

obeyed him, yet in obedience to
the mandate of his Father, he
quietly said ‘It is finished,” and

| gave up the ghost.

And this nation may yet learn

be a terrible time of bloodshed, and | that under no fictitious pleas, as

that it should start in South Caro- | used
the | against Daniel and others, can they

lina., But I tell you to-day

by the Babylonish nation

end is not yet. You will see worse | pervert or overthrow the faith and
things than that, for God will lay | religion of the Latter-day Baints)
his hand upon this nation, and |[and that no legislative enactment,
they will feel it more terribly than | nor judicial rulings, can pluck from
ever they have done before; there | the mind of man his undying faith,
will me more bloodshed, more ruin, | or legislate away the ecrupulous

more devastation than ever they
have seen before,
You will see it come to p
only just starting ia.
you feel to rejoice?! No; I would

Write it down! | science.
ase; it is | faggot, and death in all its horrid

And would | forms hag never sccomplished this,

exactions of an Jinexorable ocon }

The rack, the gibbet, the

nor never will. And in free Ameri-

feel sorry. I Enew very well my- | ca, the land of boasted toleration, it

gelf when this last war was com-
mencing, and ecould have wept,
and did weep, over this nation; but
there is yet to ecome a sound of
war, trouble and distress, in which
brother will be arrayed against
brother, father against son, son
against father, a scene of desola-
tion and destruction that will per-
meate our land until it will be a
vexation to hear the report thereof.
Would you help to bring it about?
No, I would not; I would stop it if
I could. I would pour in the oil
and the wine and balm and try to
Jead ple in the right path that
governed by it, but they
won’t., Our Elders would do the
same, and we are sending them
forth doing all that we ¢an, select-
ing the very best men we can put
our hands upon—men of faith, men
of honor, men of integrity—to go
forth to preach the gospel to this
nation and to other nations. And
how do they receive them? Not
long ago they killed one and mob-
bed others. Well, we cannot help
that., They are in the dark; they
do not realize the position they oc-
cupy; they Enow not what spirit
they are of, But it is our duatly to
have our bowels full of compassion
extended to them, to gend forth the
message of life. But when dur El-

ders go among these ple they

will be as impotent under the guise
of liberty as it bas been in other
ages under the name of despotism.
And Congress, to cover their
shameless intraction of the Consti-
tution of the United States, which
guarantees religious liberty to all—
in order to avoid the odium of reli
gious persecution, which naturally
attaches itself to them, may per-
vert an institution of God by mis-
naming polygamy and calling it
bigamy and mnot religion, and
though the Sapreme Court of the
United States may confirm their
acts, yet there are more than one
hundred thousand persons who
know better than they do, who
will declare that polygamy is a
part of their religion and a com-
mand and revelation from God..
These are our feelings, and we
will try to acknowledge the Lerd in
all things. And then, on the other
hand, we do not wish to treat any-
body disrespectfully. Have we any
quarrel with thisnation? No; they
+e seeking to quarrel with us;
den’t let us give them the oppor-
tunity. They are like the boy
strufting along the street with a
chip on his shoulder, asking us to
knoek it off. But we won’t kneck
it off, bat let them strut. It is trae
they try all they can to annoy and
ovoke us—that is, & few mean

have to take their lives in their| men dul,]althuugh that is not gen-

hands, and trust in the living God. Jerally t

e feelings of the nation,but

Nevertheless, we need not beafraid, | is confined in a great measure to
we need not be troubled about any | religious fanatics and corrupt poli-
of these matters. ‘Fear not them | ticians, some of them holding posi-
which kill the body, but are not|tions under government, are trying

able to kill the soul: but rather fear | to stir up strife.
him which is able to destroy both | they want to get a certain “ticket’

soul and body in bell,”” Yea, I say

What for? Wulli

A great amount of this

elected.

unto you fear himj and we feel to- | ““fuss and feathers” tl_:ml: we have
day, while we would submit to|to-day is simply a political ruse in

every ]
just, equitable and right,
every law and interfere with no

man’s rights, we are not ignorant|jar, and if they can only
of the fact that it is unjast for leg- | thing :
islatures and courts to make and | Mormonism it will satisfy

ordinance of man that is|the interestof
observe | fo1? Why, the brethren have told

party politics. What

Mormonism is very unpopu-
do some-
osition to
the

you.

that will be in opp

enforce laws to entrap and destroy | howling prieststhroughout theland,

ue; that a magnanimous and just|and agreat many
government womld proteet all its|was remarked by
citizens; but we feel, at the same |ren, when Jesus

of their flozks. As
one of the breth-
was crucified, Pi-

time, that the Lard is our God, the |jate and Herod could be made

Lord is our Judge, the Liord is our | friends.
Law-giver, the Liord ia our King, | be opposed, all men,

and he shall rule over usj and all

that feel like saying that say Amen, ¢ posing iti

Mormonism is to
or at least a
men, can unite in op-

And they want to go

When

great many

before the people and tell them that
they have rooted out slavery, and
now they are after Mormonism,
and wont you religious fanatics
join in? No, excuse me, I mean,
you pure and holy religious peeple,
who are 80 humble and possess so
much of the spiritthat dwelt in the
lowly Jesus, wont you help us to
do this thing—wont you vote for
us because we are doing this thieg?
Why, bless your souls, they would
not hesitate te sweep us of the
face of the earth to get elected.
That js their feeling.. They care
wuihing about ‘human rights, lib-
erty, or life, if they can bring abeut
the results desired. They would
despoil, destroy andoverthrow this
people to accomplish theirown ends
Well, the other party, it is truoe,
would not be very well suited about
it, but they would not care to see it
politically. However, it is for us
(o do the best we can. We have

of to put our trust in the living

od. We might ask—Will they
degive any benefit from any eourse
taken sgainst the Latter-daySaints?
No! a thousand times no!! I tell
you tl:;; th‘: ﬂand &Jf God will be
upon m for it, and every people
be it this nation, or any other ];mf
tion, that shall lift their hands
against Zion shall be wasted away;
and those that want to try it let
them try it, and it is them and
their God for it. But it is for us to
fear God, to keep his command-
ments; we can afford to do right
whether other people can or not,
Respect all men in their rights, in
their position, and in their privi-
leges, politically and socially, and
protect them in the same; but be
not akers of their evil Jaadu of
their crimes, nor their iniquitl'ea,
that you have heard spoken about
here to.day. We do not want
them to force upon us their drink-
ing saloons, their drunkenness,
their gambling, their debauchery
and lasciviousness. @ We do not
want these adjuncts of civilization.
We do nnt want them to force up-
on us that institution eof monoga-
my called the social evil. We will
be after them; we will form eur-
selves into puilm and buut them
out and drag them from their dens
of infamy and expose them to the

world. We wont have their mean-
with their feoticides and in-
faoticides, forced upon us. And

you, sisters, don’t allow yourselves
to become contaminated by rustling
against their polluted skirts. Keep
frem them! t them wallow in
their infamy, and let us protect the
right, and be for God and his Christ,
for honer, for truth, for wvirtue,
paurity and chastity, and for the
building up ef the kingdom of God,
Amen.

Goveespondence.

SHADY GROVE,
Hickman Co., Tenn,,
Sept. 22nd, 1879,

President John Taylor, Sal’ Lake|'® utmost

City:

Dear Brother—We herewith sub-
mit for your consideration the
minutes of a series of meetings held
in this vieinity during the past
week, commencing Sunday 10 a.
m., Sept. lith, at Bhady Grove
Bﬁhﬂﬂl-hﬂuﬂh

Present on the stand: Elders
John Morgan, Joseph Argyle, Mar-
tin Garn, George Carver, H’ rum
Belknap, Chas. H, Churech, Prest.
of the Shady Grove Branch, and
Johnson H. Totty, Prest. of the
Totty’s Bend Branch. The meet-
ing was very well attended by the
Saints and a few strangers.

Elder Martin Garn addressed the
congregstion, exhorting the people
to seek first the kingdom of God
and the blessings he has in store

for the faithfal. .
Elder J. H. Totly spoke of the
different opinions of men with re-

gard te the principles of the gospel,
advised all to search the SBeriptures

and come to & Eknowledge of the
trauth as the gospel in its nature
was caleulated to save all who obey

it.

Elder Joseph Argyle eaid he de-
gired that the people should under-
stand the principles of the gospel,
and that the result would be the
doing away of the confusion that
now exists ii the Christian world.

Elder John Morgan contrasted
'fha principles of belief and unbe-

ief.

Meeting adjourned to 3 p.m. to
the M. E. Church, the trustees had
kindly granted us the use of.

Afternoon meeting,

A goodly number of Saints and

‘ment administered,

friends were in attendance. Bacra-
after which
Elder John Morgan addressed the
congregation upon the first prinei.
ples of the gospel, explaining to the
congregation the nature of the or-
dinances necessary to the galvation
of man.

Meeting adjourned fo 10 a.m.,
Sunday the 21st inst,

Daring the week meetings were
held at SBhady Grove, Love’s
Branch and Totty’s Bend, all of
which were numerously "attended
b‘% audiences who paid strict atier~
tion. -

Many of the people were visited
at their homes, and many invita-
tions to visit could not be aceepted
owing to the lack of time,

10 a.m., Banday, 21st inst.

Elder .Tnuap'h Argyle addresesed
the congregation upon the goodness
of God in permitting us to come
upon the earth in a day and age
when the gespe! in its fullness is
being preached, and its ordinances
being administered by those hold-
ing autherity.

Meeting adjourned fo 3 p.m., at
the M. E. Churech.

- Afternoon Meeting.

Elder John Morgan addressed the
copngregation upon the apostasy of
the Primitive Christian Chburch
and the restoration of the everiast-
ing gospel, by. the coming of an
angel with all the privileges and
bleesings that pertain to the gospel
in its fullness.

Benediction,

Elders Garn and Belnap held two
meetings on Cane Creek on the 21st
inst, and report the baptism of two,
with flattering prospects in the
pear future for the baptism of a
number more.

One baptism takes place here this
afternoon, with most excellent
prospects for more. Theindications
are that quite a numberof families
of the Baints will be able to join
the company emigrating in No-
vember, :

Arrangements were made to hold
& three days’ conference at this

int, commencing on the 3lst ot

tober and ending on the 2nd of
November. |
JOSEPH ARGYLE,
Prest, Tennessee Cunference,
GEORGE CARVER,
Clerk.
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PAINTAVILLE, .
Johnson du., Ky.,
October 16, 1879.

FEditors Deseret News:

Dear Brethren—On the 24th ult,
I received a letter from Prest. D,
H. Peery, informing me that him-
self and family would pass through
this Btate on their return homse
from Va. According to arrange-
ment I met them at the mouth of
Mud on Big Sandy, 30 miles from
here, on the 4th inst., where he
has one sister, and other relatives
and friends, who ftreated us with
kindness. One of the
peculiarities of our wvisit bere was
coming in contact with "two
Methodist ministers who, for curi-.
osity, wished to Enow something
of our falth, and as D, H. unfolded
to them the principles of the gos-
pel they became more interested.
They came to our meeting on Sua-
day, the 5th inst,,snd 88 We were
no singers, relieved us of that task,
and listened to our preaching with
marked attention. Aflter meeting
they still clung to us “H“f. ques-
tions nearly half I:hn night and
expressed themselves happily dis-
appointed in regard to our people,
our God and ourreligion.

The next place of interest was
here at Paintsville, where the party
lauded all safe on the ;Sth and
speat the week among relatives
and friends, who recetved and
treated us with all kindness, We
secured the Institute, the largest
school-house in town for Baturday
evening. An irritable feeling ex-
jsted among some because of our
occupying the school-house, and it
was thought that we could not hold
our meeting without molestation.
Seven o’clock p. m. was the time
appointed for the meeting to com-
mence, but by 6.80 every seat was
filled. During the preliminaries
there was no emall disturbance out-
aide, and the elements around did
not look favorable, but us the
speaker took the stand and com.
menced his address things quieted
down, and throughout the whole
lecture, w lasted one hour and
a [quarter, 8 pin could be heard
drop on the floor, and the attention

nis to the 8 er was intense.
Bn Sunday we held meeting in

Muditz Branch, three miles fro g




