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alleged sacred books that the passpasapassagesages
quoted by thetho brahminsBrah mins worewere falsely quot-
ed and in some instances declareddoclarcd the very
reversere e of theirthein rendering it waswa on ac-
count of this identity of argument that I111
quoted atsatt lakelaholake iromfrom the original vol-
umes of the mormon faith their strong dedo

of polygamy luin the slsixteenthtenth
thothe mohammedan emperor akbar

tu the suttee but without effoffeffectact
afneranner thothe east india company obtained
powerrawer therethero they endeavored for a dozendoceu

ears to regulate it requiring among other
t tings thattie sacrifice of the widow tilishouldouid

oa unquestionably voluntary but such
vasvasvaa the influence ofor tilothe religious teach
nsin of their leaders that the attempted reg-
ulationufaafation utterly failed in bengal alone
i rom 1815 to 18201826 there were no lessim than

caseseaseses of suttee recorded finally sirwmwin bentinck governor general of india
determined to extirpate it denounced it as
murder and required it to be treated aid
published as such this history tellstella usit
created much excitement in bengalbenzal and
indeed alall over india thothe brahminsBrah mins de-
nouncingnouncing it with great violence as the mor

denounce our antiauti polypolygamyamy lawlavlaw otof
as an interference with their reli-

gion they ovea sent an agent to
indland with large sums of money to procure
ts repeal nurbur england disregarded their
religious arguments and stood as one

aanjanaan with the whole the kingdom
bbyV the governor generalGeperal undand whowhereverrever
Jn glish power is recognized there this so

ailedr tiled religionsreligious ritorite is now sternly forbid-
den and prevented england with united
oiceolce ealdeaidsaidgaid stop and india obeyedsucsuch is my answer tho answer of engl-

and thothe answer ofbistorhistoryy to thetho apostles
argument the brahmin reasoning that
thothe woman consented akin as it is to the
mormon argument now had no effect
0or england understood the power of reli-
gious fanaticism of assumed revelation of
a potential public opinion the claim thatthat
96religious falthlaith commanded etwasit was power-
less and it went down as a relict of bar-
barism unfit to bobe tolerated wherechero a
civilized people had thothe power and thetho will

0ioi o abolish it
I1 pass over thothe obvious argument that

wherever polygamy prevails in the world
womanvy oman occupies necessarily a degraded
and inferiorinferlorloc condition and wherever
monogamy has been the law she has been
elevated till all good men recognize her as
the equal sharer of her husbands happi-
ness and home and I1 come now to
another one of apostle taylors arguments
a favorite and daily argument with all
mormon preachers

let me here ao10ho says nesresrespectfullyp
ask is therethero not plenpienplentyty of scope for the
action of the government at home what
of your gambling hells what of your
goldoldoid rings your whisky rings your rail-
road rings manipulated through the lobby
intonto your congressional rings what of

that great moral curse of the land that
great institution of monogamy prostitu-
tion what of its twin sister infanticidewe can teach you a lesson polygamists
csas wo are you acknowledge one wife and
tier children what of your associations
anacknowledged we acknowledge and
maintain all our wives and allali our child-
ren etc

I1 mightinight answer some of these questions
with thetho argumentiunian ad ho minem As to

infanticide I1 might ask what did themormon sextonssextons report of deaths in saltlake city the month before we were there
showabow as officially published that over
seven eights of all the deaths were infants
I1 do not charge infant murder of course
but no such mortality is known in thetho ab-
sence of pestilence where monogamy exists
As to I1 rings I1 might reply that the
whisky rings and gold rings navohavo already
felt the power of this administration
and I1 might ask in re what author-
ity the mormon territorial legislature
cantedgranted to the magnates of their church
theirair rings to use the apostles phrase

valuable pryerpropertiesties that did not belong to
them andwithout compensation too butI1 kreflpreferer to meet this argument on the main
point squarely the great moral curse
of the laudau d as he calls it is but the
exception tto thothe general rule how
much of it exists in our forty millions of
people I1 do not pretend to compute
nutcut it is everywhere banned by the
law banned by public opinion banned
by religion banned by morality and
exists where it does exiesiexistingstin defiance ofotaoiaa 1

while the great bulk the overwhelmingingproportion of the people live faithfullyU
9 as

ourjur first parents dibono husband witwith oneono
wife lain utah what they condemn aithothe
great institution of monogamy is prac-
ticed under the pretencepredencepre tence of religion
iff revelation ofduty of morality nor
s this all religion teaches themthat a man may take as oneono ofhis wives hislialaalf sister the spring of hibishis own motherreligion I1 tells them that it is right andetingitina that the daughters of hisbis ownbirtersbrothers landlaudaudand sisters inaymay be made thetho

mothers of his children religion as
suros them that a man may take a mother
and all her daughters into the sacred com-
panionshippanionship of wifehood together living
altaitalternatelyOrnately in that relation with each as the
weeks and months pass by and having the
children of them all by one father domi-
ciled under thetho same roof weedheed I1 pursue
this argument further if such incest and
bigamy are to bobe tolerated and vindicated
as nelirelireligionionlon it is certainly nowno onder that
the apostleapostil finds it difficult to sayhaywhether thetho ought to be re
strstraineddined in their fiery religious rites if
they immigrated hither

IV IS UTAH wmWITHIN tnTHEE UNITED STATES
here only in the whole civilized world

are practices ilkoliko thosethese I1 have referred to
tolerated lierehere only in the nation are
the laws of the united states openly ig-
nored and defied hero only from ocean
to ocean darodare any man prociaproclaproclaimlm that as
he has done before he will drive out the
officers of the republic if they perform
their duties objectionably to him Pfourour
long years the nation struggled in an
agony of blood to compel obdieobedience to its
lawslawa and submission to its authority all
over the south I1 would not revive ththetho re-
collections of that struggle now happily
ended except to say that hundreds of thou-
sands ofor those who warred against us were
led by the pulpit and by statesmen alike
as well as by the public opinion which sur-
rounded them to believe that they were
right but the nation resolved that wher-
ever thothe territorial area of the union ox
tended and wherever the flag of thothe union
hadbad a righte to float there the laws of the
union sshouldhouid be obeyed and the authoraauthorityty
of thothe union should bobe respected unlike
taelioso however who sought to secede from
the union the mormonscormons claim the benefit
of every lawlav they see fit to approve
homestead naturalization protection of
prpropertyert by courtlandcourtscourt sandand government legis-
lative and judicialj uricial offices in their territoryacc and trample under foot such other
laws of the government under whose flag
is their home as they see fit to reject it
13is time to understand whether the authoraauthorityty
of the nation or the authority of brigham
young is the supreme power luin utah
whether the laws of the united states or
the laws ofthothe mormonklormanI1 church have pre-
cedence within its limits

I1 have endeavored fairly and without
bitterness to discuss this question in the
various phases in which it is presented by
the mormon preachers themthemselvesseiveselve I1 have
not looked to armies as the solution of this
question but there is a moral power in
thetho popopeople otof the united states if they
speakpeal 1in regard to this stain on the national
escutcheonathonut hon with one united voice 1 as eng-
land did to the brahminbrahminsBrahminss therothere is1 an au-
thority in the congress of the united states
which is everywhere else recognized and
in thatdowerjowerpower and in that authority if
combined and made manifest I1 have faith
and hope

reply ofor jonnjohn taylortnytay lor to the honorable
schuyler colfax on

THE MORMON QUESTION

EDITOR deseret news
dear sirsin having been in the country

and not hearing ofnirair reply while
absent is thetho reason why this answer has
been so long delayed

mr colfax hashag replied to my article by
another published in the new york inde-
pendent december 2ndand headed the mor-
mon question

I1 have always been taught to reverence
men in authority my religion has not
lesieslessoned the force of that precept I1 am
sorry to be under the necessity of differing
from the honorable gentleman who stands
second in authority in thetho greatest andendnd
freest nation in thothe world my motto has
always been and now is honor to whom
honor is due yet while I1 feel bound to pay
homage to avanofa man of his talent and position I1
cannot but realize ththaatallfall men are now free
and equal and that I1 live in aland where
the press thought and speech are freetree if
it had been a personal difference I1 should
have had no controversy with mr colfax
and the honorable gentleman I1 am sure
will excuse me for standing0 up in the de-
fense of what I1 know to be a traducedtraducertrad and
injured people I1 would not accuse thetho
gentleman of misrepresentation I1 cannot
help knowing however that he is
formed in relation to most of his historical
details and justice to an outraged com-
munity as well as truth requires that such
statements should be met and the truth
vindicated I1 cannot but think that in
refusing the pronneprofferedered hehospitalityy 0ofoureour cityeity

coucon seliesehsoh bad a peperfectfeetdeet rnightrightiattoto ddo
he threwthrow himselfamong a class of nienmen that
wre perhaps not very reliable ina histori-
cal data

I1 am not surprised at his apparent pre-
judices I1 can account for his antipathiesantipa thies
but cannot permit mr colfax even ignor-
antly to traduce my friends without de-
fense ilehe states that the demand of thetho
people of utah territory for immediate
admission into thetho union as a state made
at their recent conference meeting and to be
presented by their delegate at the approach-
ing sessionsession of congress compels thetho nation
to meet face to face a quequoquestiontion which it has
apparently endeavored to ignore

Is there anythingany thing remarkable in a terri-tory applying for admission into the union
lowhow havobavo other states entered the union
since thothe admission of the first thirteen
were they not all territories in their turn
and generally applied to congrecongresss for and
obtained admission why should utah bo
an exception shoshe hushis from time to time
as a constitutional requisition presented a
petition with a constitution containing a

republican form ofgovernment since her
application california nevada kansas
minnesota oregon and nebraska havojiabo
been admitted and why should congress
as mr colfax says endeavor to ignore
utah and why should it bebo so difficult
a qquestionfuestion to meet face to face has it
become so very difficult for congress to do
right what is the matter
abloable conversation was had between brig-
ham young and senator trumbull now
as I1 did not happen to hearbear this conver-
sation8aionalon I1 cannot say what it was ono
ththingg hhoweverD er I1 do know that I1 havohave
seensoon 1undredhundredss of distinguished gentlemen
call on president young and they havo
been uniformly better treated than has beonbeen
reciprocated but something was said
about united states officers I1 am sorry
to say that many united states offommmeersofficers
have so deported themselves that they
have not been much above par with usthey may indeed be satraps and require
homage and obeisance but we have yet to
learn to bow the knee brigham young
does not generally k even to a united
states senator with honeyed words and
measured sentences but as an ingenuous
and honest man but we aroare told that thothothe
recent expulsion of prominent members of
his church for doubting his infallibility
proves that hebe regards hishii power as equal
to any emergency and has a will equal to
his power

I1 am sorry to have to say that mr colfax
is mistaken herehero no person was exerover
dismissed from the church ofjesus christ
of latter day saints for disbelieving in the
infallibility of president young I1 do not
believe hohe is infallibleinfallible for one and have so
taught publicly I1 am in tifetuo church yet
neither have fI1 everover heard
makomake any such pretensions mt colfaxceliaiss a good politician but hohe makes sad blun-
ders in polemics he makes a magnificent
speaker and president of the senatesenate I1 am
afraid however thatahthat as a preacher he would
not be so successful thothe honorable gen-
tleman now proceeds to divide his subject
and coincolncommencesmen ces
1I THEIR fertilizing 01 THE DESEIDESERT

for this they claim great credit and I1would not detract an iota from all they arearo
legitimately entitled to it was a desert
when they first emigrated thither they
have made largelargo portionsporallons of it fruitful and
productive and their chief city is beautiful
in location and attractive in its gardens and
shrubbery but the solution of it all issinin
ono word water what seemed to the eye
a desert became fruitful when irrigatedandandd
the mountains whose crests are clothed in
perpetual snow furnished in the unfailing
supplies of their ravinesravines the necessaryry
fertilizer

water mirabile dicou here I1 must
help mr 0 out

this wonderful little water nymph after
playing with the clouds on our mountain
tops frolicking with the snow and rain in
our rugged gorges for generations coquet-
tingtin g with the sunsuit and dancing to the sheen
of the moon about the time the mor
mons came here took upon herself to
perform a great mirac leandcand descending to
the valleyvailey with a wave otof her magic wand
andana thetho mysterious words hickorycory die
cory dock cities and streets were laid
optoytout crystal waters flowed in ten thousand
rippling streams fruit trees and shrubbery
sprang up gardens and orchards
abounded cottages and mansions were
organized fruits flowers and grain in all
their elysian glory appeared and the desert
blossomed as the rose and this little frolick-
ingrig elf so long confined to the mountains
and water courses proved herself far more
powerful than cinderella or aladdin oh
JJealousy thou green eyed monster can no
sstationtation in life be protected from the shim-
mer of thy glamour must our talented
andhonorable vice president be subjected
to thy jaundiced touch but to be serious
did water tunnel through our mountains
construct dams canals and ditches lay out
our cities and towns import and plant
choice fruit trees shrubs and flowers
cultivate the land and cover it with the
cattle on a thousand hills erect churches
schoolhousesschool houses and factories and transform a
howling wilderness into a fruitful field anandd
garden if so why does not the green
river the snake river bear river
colorado the platte and other rivers
perform the same prodigies unfortunately
for mr colfax it was mormon
ests who did it the ehiErikrietheletheetheletho welland the
pennsylvania and suez canals are only
water what if a stranger on gazing
upon the statuary in washington
and our magnificent capitol and after
rubbingrubbin his eyes were 0 exclaim eureka
it is only rock and mormonmortarandwoodwood this
discoverer would announce that instead of
the development of art intelligence
industry and enterprise its component
parts were simply stone mortar and woodmrair colfax has discovered that our
improvements arearo attributable to waterwowe next come to another division and

THEIR persecutions
this alsoaiso is one of their favorite themes

constantly it is reiterated by their apostles
and bishops from week koweekto week and from
year to year it is discoursed about in
their tabernacles and their ward and town
churches it is written about in their peri-
odicals and papers it is talked about
with nearly every stranger that
their midst they lihaveave been driven from
place to place they claim solely on ac-
count of ttheirheir religiousi beliefbelibellefi their laith

hasbaa subjected them to thothe wickedestwickedest perse
cautions by unbelieversbelieversun they have been
despoiled they insist ofor their property
maltreatedmaltreated in their persons butrbuffetedeted and
cast out because they would not renounce
their professprofessionslonsluns and their revelations

this sir is all true does it falsify a truth
to repeat it thothe mormonscormons make these
statements andandainarekro always prepared to
prove them I1 referredererred to somesomo of these
things in my last mrair cocolfaxloam has not dis-
proved11 themthern lieile now states 1I do not
attempt14 to decide that thothe charges against
them aroare wel I1 founded why then aroare
they made I1 rasis it become so desirable to
put down the mormonscormons thatthab unfounded
charges must hei je preferred against them

their chuhchu h was first established at
manchester nwS vv york in 1830mso and their
first removal u adas to kirtland ohio
which theythoy declared was revealed to them
as thothe site otof their newnow jerusalem A
mistake thence their leaders went west
to search a novnow location which they found
in jackson colitity mo and dedicated a
site for anotherNew jerusalem thoretheretb and re-
turned to kirtland to remain for five years
avowedly to make money an error a
bank was established therothiro by themthe in large
quantities of bills of doubtfulvalvaivalue issued
and growingrowin out of charges of fraudulent
ddealingealcal smith and rigdon were tarred
and feathered 11 this is a gross perversionperversion
smith and rigdon were tarred and featherfeather-
ed in march 1832 in hiram portage
county the bank was organized dec 2ndand
18361838 in kirtland

mr 0 continues and unjustifiable as
such outrages are this one was based on
alleged fraud and not oilon religious belief
allow mome to state that this persecution
was based on rellreilreligiouslousious belief and not onou
fraud and that this statement is a perver-
sion for thetho bank was not opened until
several years after the tarring and feather-
ing referred to but did the bank failfall yes
in 1837 about five years after in the great
financial crisis and so did most of thothe
banks in thothe united states in canada a
great many in england france and other
parts of europe Is it so much moro
criminal for thothe cormonsmormons to makeinake a fail-
ure than others their bank was swallow-
ed in the general financial maelstrom and
somosome time after the failure of the bank
the bills were principally redeemed

they fled to missouri their followers
joined them there they were soon accused
0of plundering anaand burning habitations and
withith secret assassinations I1 waswai there no
law in missouri thothe MissoMissourmissouriansjansiansarisails cer-
tainly did not lack eithercither the will or thepower to enforce it why wereivere notliot these
robbers incendiaries and assassins dealt
with mr C continues nonnor do thesetheao
charges against them rest on thothe testimony
of those who hadbad not been of their own
faith in october 18381833 T B marsh ex
president of the twelve apostles of their
church and orson hydohyde one of the
apostapostleapostlesiealeaii made affidavits before an officer
in raybay county missouri in which marsh
swore and hydohyde corroborated it

they have among them a company con-
sisting of all that are true mormonscormonsMormons called
thetho bakitescanitesBaDa who have taken an oath to
support the headsbeads of the church in all
things whether right or wrong I1 havo
heard the prophet say that he would yet
tread down his enemies and walk over
their dead bodies that if he was not let
alone he would be ait second mohammed to
this generation and that he would make it
one gore of blood from the rockyi moun-
tains totn the atlantic ocean I1 aamm sorry
to saysa y that thomas B marsh did make
that affidavit and that orson hyde stated
that he know part of it and believed the
other and it would be disingenuous in mome
to deny it but it is not true that these
things existed for I1 was there and knew to
the contrary and so did the people of
missouri and so did the governor of
missouri how do you account for their
acts only on the score of the weakness
of our common humanity we were liv-
ing in troublous times and all mens
nerves are not proof aagainstainest such shocks
as we then had to endure mobs were sur-
rounding us on every hand burning our
houses murdering our people destrodestroyingyinFour crops killing our cattle about this
time that horrible massacre at hauns mill
took place where men women and child-
ren were indiscriminately butchered and
theltthen remains for want otof other sepulture
thrown into a well messages were com-
ing in from all parts of fire devastation
blood and deattideath wewo threw up a few
logs and fences for protection this I1suppose is what mrair colfax calls fortify-
ing their towns and defying the officers of
law if wagons and fences and a few
house logsloes ararefortificationsfortifycationslons wowe were forti-
fied and if themosthetho mob whosewhoso hands were
drippingdripping with the blood of men women
andan children whom they had murdered incold blood were officers of thetho law then
wowe are guilty of the charge I1 cannot de-
fend the acts of thomas B marsh or orson
hyde although the latteriatter had been labor-
ing under a severe fever and was at tho
time only just recovering no moremoretthanhanlhaniI1could defend thetho acts of peter when hecursed and swore and denied rosus nor
the acts of judas who betrayed nimhim butif peter after going out and weepingbitterly was restored audiasand was afterwards
a chief apostle so did orson hyde repent
sincerely and weep bitterly aniaanthana wasvms res-
tored and has since been to palestine ger-
many and other nations thomas Bmarsh returned a poor broken down man
and begged to live with us he got upU be-
fore assembled thousands and statedstatey it


