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the number of dollars made or earned
per day, but the aggregate of prosperity
will be largely increased by the wheels
of trade being again set in motion. And
after all, though werking men attach
great consequence to the number of dol-
iars their labor will produce in any
given time, such an idea is very un-
sound, forany classof men would be
infinitely better off so far as the neces-
saries and comfortsoflife are concerned
with constant labor at two dollars a day
than only an occasional day’s work at
four doliars, And if by a concerted
movement on the part of all classes,
en?lﬁyeru and employed, producers
and consumers, such a reduction be
made that s dollar then will purchase
a8 much a8 two now, this will give
life to all branches of trade and all will
be gainers by the operation.

- he necessity for the changes here
indicated must, upon reflection, be ap-

nt to all, and whether effected by
the slow process of Time or by the eon-
certed action of the people, upon them
snd them alone can briak trade and
Ermp erous times be predicated with any

ope of permsnence and certainty.
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DISCOURSE

By President BREIGHAM YOUNG, de-
livered in the Tabernacle Salt Lake
City, Sunday Feb. 20th, 1870.

[REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,]

It is some time since I have spoken fo
the people in this eapacity, and I havea
few words to say to Saints and sinners.
That is a common expresasion,, but as we
are all sinners, I might say, a few words to
sinners, exclusively.

The gospel of the Son of God that has
been revealed is & glun or system of laws
and ordinances by strict obedience to
which, the ple who inhabit this earth
are assured thatthey may return again into
the presence of the Father and the Son.

I frequently contemplate the condition
of this so-called strange people—the Lat-
ter-day Saints. ‘A strange people’ is a

ar expression, as though we are dif-
erent from others! I know that we are so
considered, but in my opinion we are the
most rational, common sense ple that
live on the face of this earth, 8 are try-
ing to become natural in our habits and are
striving to fulfil the end and design of our
creation, When we read-of and contem-
plate the manners, meorals and customs
that prevail in the world and compare
them with those of the Latter-day ts,
we may justly come to the conclusion that
we are ‘‘a strange people,”’ for, in these
respects, we are very different to the rest of
the world. How strange it is that we
should do differently from the rest of
mankind! How strange it is that we should
believe differently from our neighbors!
It is very strange indeed, that we cannot
embrace the so-called Christian religion
and be satisfied therewith. If we were to
ask the infidel world some fow questions
they might talk,philosophise and bring up
their sophistry, but they could not prove
a truth to bean un . The whole in-
fidel world cannot prove that we are not
here on this earth, that the sun does not
shine, that we dm speak and hear; that
we do not see

with our hands; that we have not the pow-
er of tasting and smelling and have not
the use of our natural senses. You all
know that I have get eyes, for you can see
them; you knew I can speak for you can
hear my voice; you know that you are
here in a building, rude as it may be, and
you know that you walk on the ground;
you know that you breathe the air,and you
also know that when you are thirsty you
desire water to drink, and that when you
are hungry you want something palatable
to eat. H all know these things by the
exereise of our natural semses, but there
are many things of which we are ignor-
E:IL I' myr:ﬂok n.td t:gru m and
e ] erally, an e upon
whigheo ‘Il::'ﬂ E::ik, and without the rev-
elations of God we know not who we
we are, whence we came, nor who form
the earth on which we live, move and hay
our being. Did I bring the particles of
matter ther and form the earth? No.
Did you, Mr. Philosopher, did you, Mr,
Infidel, or you Messrs, Cfu-iuti.nn, Pagan
or Jew? No,not any of us. We know
that we are here, but who brought us here
or how we came are questions the solution
of which depends nupon a power superior
to ours, e ideas of the inhabitants of
the earth with regard to their own creation
and destiny, and with regard to the destiny
of the earth are very crude and vague.
But we must all acknowledge thatsome in-
dividual, being, power or influenca super-
jor to ourselyes produced ns and the earth
and brought us forth and holds us in éx-
istence, and causes the revolutions of the
earth and of the planetary system. These
are facts that neither we nor all mankind
ean controvert; the whole Christian and
eventhe heathen world will acknnwledge
all thiss but what do they know about it?
Who understands the modus operandi by
which all this was brought about and con-
#finued? Who is able to leap forth into the

immensity of thought, space, contaunpla- | me, my son Abraham?”’ “Yes,” sald Abra- * this can be effected. Rut this gentleman ' up and see my partnetr.”

our eyes and handle |
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tion and research and search owt the prin-
ciples by which we are here and by which
we are sustained. The strangest phenom-
enon to the inhabitants of the earth to-day
is that God, the maker and preserver of the
earth and all it contains, should speak from
heaven to His creatures, the works of His
hands here. What would there be stran 2o
in the mechanician, after oonstructing the
most beautifal and ingenious piece of
mechanism it is possible to conceive of),
speaking to it and admiring the beauty,
regularity and order of its motions? Noth-
ing whatever, Well, to me it is net at all
strange that He who framed and fashioned

and varieties of organizations it contains,
should come and visit them; to me this is
perfecily natural, and when we rememnler

| belief of some ofhis forefathers

and compare the belief of this people with
that of the rest of the world we need not be
surprised at being considered ‘‘a strange
people.” .
Brother George A. Smith has been relat-
ing to us somethihg about the history and
and others;
one believed one thing and another another.

| theBible; and thesame things again inBook

It was with them, as it was in the days of
the Apostles,—some were for Paul, some
for Apollos, some for Cephas and some for
Christ, To me it is more rational for an
intelligent being to embrace truth,than itis
to mix up a little truth with a great deal of
error, or to embrace all error and under-
take to follow a phantom. Have you em-
braced truth, Latter-day Saints? ve you
anythin different from other Christians?
Yes. hat have you got? You have got
a Father imn heaven, a system of religion, a
glan of salvation, with doctrines and or-

inances. What are they? We read them in

of Mormon, both of which are precisely

the same as the principles contained in the

Book of Doctrine and Covenant, each oune

corroborating the other. It is written that

out of the mouths of two or three witnesses

every word shall be established, and here,

in the New Testiment, we have the words

ofthe eyangelists; in the Old Testiment, the
words of the prophets and pafriarchs; and

, the testimony of others in the Book

of Mormon, and last of all, given in our
own day, the testimony of Joseph Smith in

F
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this beautiful world and all the myriads |

] el ‘.?.. '! ; | j

Bo BBl NE: W, Sa e -

bam, *“Well, T will prnvglyﬂu. Bring up
your son Isaac to Mount Moriah, build an
altar there, place the wood on the altar and
bind your son and place him on the altar
and sacrifice him to me, and this will prove
whether you have faith in me or not.”” The
sacrifice was offered and accepted, and the
Lord provided a way whereby Isaac could
live. We are just so foolish, unwise and
short sighted, and so wantingin Ehilnsnphy
that we actually believe God told Abraham

He is my Father, He

to do this very thing,

Who is that God?
is your Father; wa are His offspring. He
has planted within each of us the germ of
the same intelligence, power, glory and
exalfation that He enjoys Himself. This

roves that we are a peculiar race. Webe-

ong to the highest order of intelligences;
and though we, as yet, are very ignorant,
we have the privilege of increasing in in-
telligence, growing, expanding, spreading
abroad, gathering in, enlarging and gain-
ing, and the more we learn , the
better for us, for it' does not destroy the
knowledge we had yester-day; and when
we learn more to-morrow it does not des-
troy the knowledge of to-day. We are
creatures susceptible of eontinual educa-
tion and improvement.. And we take this
book, the Bible, which I ex to see vot-
ed out of the so-called Christian world
very soon, they are coming to it as fast as
possible, I say we take th
guide, for our rule of action; we take it as
the foundation of our faith., It points the
way to salvation like a fingerboard point-
ing to a city, or a map which designatcs
the locality of mountains, rivers, or the
latitude and longitude of any place on the
surface of the earth that we desire to find,
and we have no better sense than to believe
it; hence, I sa that the Latter-day Saints
have the most natural faith and belief of
any people on the face of the earth. -

We believe in God the Father, in Jesus
Christ the Mediator; we believe in the ordi-
nances that He has piaced in His house, we
believe in keeping the laws that He has
left on record by which His Saints are re-

uired tosquare their lives, and to direct
?hair steps. We do all this and we keep
the moral code. Others do this, and when
we reflect upon the righteous course of

the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, all
coinciding, and the two latter corrokorat-
ing the

co
Eg:dmof J £ ls, of good
‘esus, of angels, of- men,
of those tolml;!?ﬁ of wicked men
and the words @ devil, the enemy of
all righteousness, the enemy of Jesus, and
the enemy of this world, who is determin-
ed that he will - the earth and its |
inhabitants; and in the main it is true; and |
every item of doctrine taught by the Lat-
ter-day Saints is to be found in this book,
Then, why should the Latter-day Saints
Epﬂr 80 obnoxious and disagreeable to

e world,—fairly a hiss and a by-word?
What is tf:a reason of this? Is it because
we can swear more and better than others?
No. Because we can lie more and better
than others? Waell, can you steal better
than others? No; I will defy you to do
that. Are Jnu better gamblers? No. Do
you inftrude more on your neighbors’
rights than others? No. Do you bear
false witness more than others? No. Can
you revile the name of the Savior more
than others? No. Waell then why are we
considered s0 strange a peopie? Simply
because we believe in the reality of the
principles contained in the word of God,
and maintain that man, in this day, needs
and obtains direet revelation from his
Creator tor his guidance.

Let us look now for a moment at what is
fermed the f‘moral code,” the ten eom-
mandments revealed by the Lord to the |
Jews, the House of Israel, for a law to con- |
heir everyday walk and conduct. Do
the Latter-day Saints keep this? Yes,
Does that make them so very strange?
Why should it? Does that fact make them
a speckled bird in the commmunities of the
world? It should not. Then why is 1t
that we are so considered? We have 4
Father; He is in heaven; He has told us to
call Him Father; He says that we are His
children, Now, excuse me everybody
that does not believe in the Bible or who is
inclined not to believe in if, We are so un-
wise, so shortsighled, so foo in our im-
agination that we believe Bible, we,
actually believe that God the her is our h
Heavenly I'ather, that we are  children;
and we belieye that Jesus Christ is our
elder brother,—thal He is actually the son
of our Father and that He is the Savior of

transiated, is the word of God.
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the world, and was appointed to this before | other hand, immersion, or being bukied
dations of this earth were laid. with Christ by baptism, be the only correct
Woeare just so foolish and shortsighted as | method of

the foun
to beliove all this,
world, is eonsidered a fast

Feaple now-a-days profess to be very en-
A

of one man who said he would not believe

in, worship nor ackrowledge a God who | call the righ

would ¢command a man to sacrifice his only

son, as Abraham was called to sacrifice | not think ;he will accomplish the task?’ | from?”’ "U
We, the Latter-day Saints, certainly 'be- | the Mormons?”’
wise and foelish as to believe thatthe Lord | lieve that Christ will accomplish all that | Mormon?”’ :
ty required this at the hands of | He undertook to do, but He never a: :gl& ;;ild the interrogator, “‘you,
,bu i

Isaac. We Latter-day Saints are just so un-

Almigh
Abraham; and He did not tell Abraham

that he would have that ram ready in the | He would save him from his sins,
He said ““Have you confidence in | instituted laws and ordinances whereby | said the gentleman, “I want you to came

bushes,

t that the Bible, as far as it is | can see that
lo containg the word of God, the | strange by those who

ghtened and they say ‘‘don’t be so super- | Along comes a man and =ays ‘‘it is all foll
stitious as to believe the Bible;” and the | to have faith in the name of Jesus, I
idea of Josus being sacrificed for the sins | true that Christ died for all, but it is folly
of the world is ridiculed by many. They | for you to {ret yourselves about keeping
gay, “O, don’'t have any such ideas, be | His commandments and dbservin
more liberal, be as we are;”’ and. I heard | dinances feft on record in the scriptures.

many of those who have lived before us,
who have observed this moral code, we
great has been done,
should we be considered so

fess to believe in
the Lord Jesus

One says ‘‘you believe in baptism by im-
mersion and we do not believe in it; you
Latter-day Saints believe that a person
should come to the years of accountability
before he is baptized; but we believe in
taking our infants and djgﬁng
or in the priest dipping
water and touching the children's foreheads
and that they then become members of
the living echurch and heirs of salvation.”
But where do you find this in the Bible?

The method of administering the ordi-

But why

| ter the

book for our |
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says “‘Christ will save all.”’ The Mormon
elder says that He will save all who come
to Him, all who hearken to His word and
keep His commandments, and Jesus has
said “if ye love me keep my command-
| ments,” Now this character to which I
have referred, says he loves Jesus, but it
is nonsense to keep His commandments;
but the ‘‘Mormon’’ says ‘‘I love Jesus, and
in proof of it I keep His commandments.,”’
Now, sup the former is correct and
Christ will save all whether they do or
do not keep His commmandments, in that
case the ‘‘Mormons’’ are right again, for
they will all be saved; but suppose that
Jesus requires strict obedience to His laws
and ordinances and commandments, those
who merely believe without rendering
obedience to His laws are slightly inocorrect,
and, in the end, she disadvantage will

n be with them.

ow the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints believes every word of truth
believed in by the holy Catholic Church,—
the mother ehurch of the Christian world;
and then every truth believed in by every
Protestant reformer and revivalist that
has ever eome out from the mother church
or from any of her ¢hildren; and hu"ri::lﬁ all
this, we wish to frame, fashion and build af-
pattern that God has revealed;and in
doing so we take all the laws, rules nr$-
nances and regulations contained in. the
scriptures and practice them as far as
possible, and then keep learning and im-
proving until we can live by every word
that proceeds out of the mouth of God,

You may take the mother church ofthe
Christian world, the reformers, universal-
ians, deists, atheists, spiritualists and
everybody else, andif any or all of them
are right we are sure that we are, for every
particle of truth believed in by any one of
them, and all the truth possesse b{ the
whole ot them eombined is believed in by
the Latter-day Saints; but if we are right
they will fail. Now, who is on the safe
ground? Who is mostlikely to be deluded
and to be found wanting? Leét the people
decide,

There is nota word in these three books
Bible, Book of Mormon and the Book of
Doetrine and Covenants, that I have ever
found yet, that has been delivered by the
Lord to servants, but what,if it is lived
up to, or praeticed in thelife of an individ-
ual, it m him or her betier in every
sense of the word. There is no eode ever
mp by the children of men that would

t them se purely in their lives as that
contained in these three books, and if the
people of the Christian world, or any por-
tion of them were to throw away or set
‘aside faith in God and in Jesus Christ, and

our fingers, | contained im the seriptures, an
ngers in the | observe only

nance of baptism is a much disputed point

among the different sects of the religious

the various erdinances of the pel as
were te
the moral eode, and observe
it strictly, it would make them a better Poo-
ple than any who now live on the face ofthe
earth the Latter-day Saints excepted.

But what is the use of forsaking any
portion of the law of the Lord? 1tis true
that some portions of it, through disuse or
neglech, are now. looked upon as obsolete,

world, the Baptists alene maintaining that | just as it'is with some laws still remaining

immersion is absolutely necessary.

are so liberal in their views on this sub- | earth; but a law

ject that they will either sprinkle or im-

me | on the statute books of the nations of the

possesses neither more
nor less intrinsic merit on this account.

merse at the option of the candidate. None, | The law once passed in England inflicting

however rega

for the remission of sins, but simply as a | Was three days old

rofession of faith. We, the Latter-day
aints, believe in being baptized by im-
mersion for the remission of sins, accord-
ing to the testimony of the disciples of
Jesus and the revelations of the Lord given
in these last days. Infants are pure, they
nave neither sorrow of heart, nor sins to
nt of and forsake,and co uently are

incapable of being baptized for the remis-
sion of sin, If we have sinned we must
know good from evil; an infant does not
know this, it cannot know it; 1t has not
grown into the idea or contemplation of
ood and evil; it has not the capacity to
isten to the paremt or teacher or to the
priest when they tell what is right or wrong
or what is injurious; and until these things
are understood a person ecannot be held
accountable and consequentl

baptized for the remission of sin,

rd itas necessary or efficacious | @ penalty upon all who ate bread wuntil it

possesses no less merit
or virtue now that it is obsolete than in the
day when it was énacted." It was got-
ten up many years ago because fresh bread
was considered injurious to the stomach;
but, although it is not’! enforced now, I
believe it has never beem repealed, Did
my English brethren and sisters observe
this law while they lived in England? I
think not; perhafra they did not know any-

about it. , however, that law was

thin
ﬁxxf when il was made, it is good now,and
ere is no person in that coun

whe
uses bread under that age but isllable to be
rosecuted. So it is with r to many

ws wunder our own and other govern-
ments., They are found te be inapplicable
to the situation and condition of the people,
and, hence, they become obsolets, ©

cannot be | may take the laws contained in the Old and

New Testaments, and if they

| wara‘;good in
““Well,”” says the Christian, *if you real- | the days of the apostles, prophets and patri-

ly believe in being baptized by immersion, | archs
expect itis mrrootptor you, and it will | not because the

answer eve

sprinkling w

ever, spriaklin

method of adm

baptism, we are safe even on Christian

munds, for all Christians will acknow-
ge that immersionis as good.

purpose; but we think
answer for us,”
infants be the correct

nisterin
and it is, according

the ordinance,

Again, with regard to faith in Jesus.
It

If, how- | not as appl

to the testimony of |
We know that this age, by the outside | more than one of his disciples, our system
; we think it | will notavail those who have been sprinkl-
is very fast, so far as unbslief goes. The | ed. But we are safe anyhow.

why are they not good to-day? Itis
3 in;ﬂ not good th‘t; they are
passed over, bu SO0me respec tho{m

icable to the feelings of the
Christian world now as when they were

istering the ordinance of | given, because of the traditions of the

fathers,
I know that the eutside world say, “OA,

If, on'the | you Mormons, what a poor degraded peo-

pleyou are’’” You know, ene public lec-
turer says there is nota publie school in
all Utah, I can say that ifthere are mno
public schools there are plenty of &rinte
schools, and there are no people on the faee
of the earth that support as many echildren
in private sehools as the peeple of Utah,
accord to their numbers, 8Still the
world declare that we are de ad, miser-
able and ignorant; and, *‘Oh, that horrid

Jesus will save all, He did not come to
teous but sinners to repe

g the or- |8

nt- | for a cetton factory, and the

rinciple! Oh dear, it makes me blush!”
es, it makes one think ef a little circum-
tance that transpired with one of our elders
who went after machinery to Massachus-
etts. He went to inquire about machinery
gentleman to

ance, and if ho came to save sinners do you | whom he applied said,* Where are youm

He would save a sinper in his sins
He has

J2 40, you are out among

Yes,” “Are you =2

YN eld T ieve,’’
out there,
eve in having more wives than one?’’

‘‘Yes, that is true,” said the elder. ‘““Well,”’

S0 our brother



