THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR'S COMMENTS.

REMEMBER THE LORID'S DAY.

The time is at hand when the people
seek recreation and amusement at var-
ious resorts, by the lake, In the can-
yons, or in the parks. This in itself is
commendable, It is necessary to
breathe the fresh a'* for which ¢this
region i3 celebrated and to enjoy social
intercoursge, to rest once In a while
mind and body. It is well to remember,
however, at this time that the Sabbath
day is the Lord's day, and that thgse
who are the Lord’s people cannot con-
sistently give that day up to soclial

pleasure any more than they
can to unnecessary manual
or mental labor. That day |Is
gpeclally designated for devotion and
spiritual improvement. In the
degree in which it ig de-

vgted to secular pursuits the people
80 fusing it must lose that splritual
vigor that should characterize the peo-
ple of God.

The plea of -many who seek secular
pleasyre on that day Is
is that they have no other
time to give to excursions than Sunday.
They are In the employ of others and
the tlme 15 not theirs. We hbelieve em-
ployers would do well to consider a
matter of this kind. They would cer-
tainly lose nothing if [t were practicable
for them to arrange it so that their
laborers could have a day of recreation
In the summer season without having
to meglect the duties they owe thelr
God. There should be no excuse for
anybody to neglect to worshlp the
Almighty In the public assemblies on
ithe Lord’s day.

THE ANTIPODAL WAR.

The somewhat rnonotonous reports of
the trend of Waest Indian military
operations tince the great engagement
of Monday at Bantiago de Cuba, was
mitigated somewhat today by recelpt of
adviees regarding another bombard-
ment on a large scale at Calmanera on
the day following (Tuesdy). This town
is about thirty mlles east of Santlago
and 1is similarly situated except that
the bay is much larger. The forts, as
In the other case, command the ap-
proarhes to the bay and these, also as
befors;, were silenced and practicaily
Tuined, £o that In the absence of ob-
structions and explosions, there is or
was nothing left for ” the American
fleet to do but to enter in and take
possession. It Is further reported that
the Spagish intended to destroy ithe
town rather than let It fall into the
hands of the Amerlcans, and that ths
entire population, ¢ivll and miiitary,
‘had evacuated.

From this it would seem that the
Americans now have about as many
landing places as they are llkely to

. need for awhile and the naval forces
gn turn thelr attention to other mat-

‘s requiring attenion. Tweny-scven
‘thousand more troops are on the way
to the island, and getting ashore with
full equipments would seem to be no
longzr & matter of uncertainty.

From the other side of the globe
eomes the statement that Manila baa
surrendered to the rebels or will do so
at an early day, anticipating which the
Spanish soldiers had declded to sur-
render to the Awmerlcans, probably re-
garding this as the lesser of two evils,
one or the other inevitable. 1Tt ls a
long @istance for news to travel, and in
the present confused state of affalrs
everything that i{s transmitted shoula
be held in reserve untll confirmed. Of
course the capitulation of the city Is

only a matter of a short time; when-
ever a4 movement in force s or waa
made sgalnst it, it must fall. But as
to when and how this will take place,
if it has not taken place already, is a
matter in which Admiral Dewey wili
have a word or two to say. ‘Whenever
he says it and tells us of it, we may
then consider that the particular thing
has bheen done. Perhaps, however, the
rebela have not waited for a concert
of action and have pushed over the
defense and into the city and taken
full possession, in which case Dewey |
would undoubtedly have a jJob on his|
hands that might necessitate his wait-
ing tor the arrival of the Charleston
at least. It !s not at all likely that
the Ammericans, efter destroying the
Spanish fleet and thus making all
things elge easy, wlill consent to rebels
or any other people reaping the frults
of our achtevements, and the right man
i8 on duty there to see that it I3 not
done.

The capture of Manila by either
Amerieans cr Insurgents or both would
doubtlesa Irspire the Bpanish govern-
ment with one more hope-—that there
being s6¢ many foretgn powers whose
subjects have' great Interesta there,
some one or more Will' intervene at the
eleventh hour. It Is rather late in the
day and Spaln Is too far gone to look
for assistance because of any such
fiimay pretext. It s not at all l1Kely
that private individuals or private in-
terests will be disturbed except un-
avojdably, and thls is not a cause of
wWar. Bpain would act wisely to give
up while yet it may retain something.

A NATION WITH A MISSION.

Three-quarters of a century ago
James Monroe, President of the United
States, formulated into a distinet de-
claration, ever since called the Monroe
doctrine, a proposition which Wwas the
logical outgrowth of the American revo-
lution and had been belleved In by
American statesmen as far as it had
ever been discussed or considered by
them, ever slnce the recognition of
American independence. It has been in-
sisted in thls country that, ever since

the formulation of the doctrlpne by
Pregsident Monroe, it has been a part
of the law of nations, and the press
and statesmen of America have main-
tained this theory with great earnest-
ness.

Briefly defined, the Monroe doctrine
holds that no nation of the old worid
has any right to acquire any new
territory or any additlonal political
rights or powaer, on the Amerjcan con-
tinent. Logically elaborated, the doe-
trine saignifies that the new world must
be held to be AQedicated to a larger
measure of human liberty than the
powers of the old world are willing to
permit in their dominlons, and that It
i3 the duly and the mission of the
Unlited States to stand as the new
world's guardian in thls respect, guar-
anteeing to the people of all the coun-
tries in it secure and permanent posses-
slon of such blessings of llberty as they
may succeed in winning by their own
efforts.

It has long been held that the Mon-
roe doctrine had a logical counterpart,
which forbade the United States to in-
terfere in the affairs of the old world,
and _that this country could not con-
slstently acquire extra-continental
territory or polltical power without first
rescinding the rule lald down by Presi-
dent Monroe. Thig view has gemnerally
prevailed in the counclls of our nation,

[ rulers are employed throughout.

and, coupled with the injunction of
Washington forbldding entangling alll-

ances, has had the effect of law In con-
troling our foreipn policy. A notabla
fllustration of the strict ohservance of
this rule was the 'conservative course
this government pursued in relatlon to
the Armenian massacres,

A year or two ago the overwhelm-
Ing sentiment in all the states in tha
Union would have been in favor of
continging inm our traditional forelgn
poticy; but Tecent events have forced
the American neople to consider the
question whether the time has not ar-
rived for a mogdification of it, and
whether this country may not, with
perfect consistency, act as the guardi-
an of human righta In the new world,
and also acquire possessions and ex-
ert infiuence In any part of the old.
The conservative element among the
American people 1a still numerous and
strong, but it is a qQuestion if the dd-
vocates of a new pq!lcy do not pre-
ponderate, :

The view that the American Union Is
a great power with a great mission
among all the nations of the earth, is
galning ground very rapidly at home,
and to some extent abroad, particular-
ly In Great Britain and her colonies;
and it really begina to 100k as though
the logic of events may outweigh the
philosophy of doctrinalres, and throw
this nation Into the world's arepa un-
der conditions that will compel it to
ehampion against all comers, the
principles of human liberty upon which
it is founded.

——

HOW THE DUTCH RULE.

Thé report made by Consul Robert P.
Skinper at Marseilles to the state de-
pariment regardlng the methods of gov-
ernment employed by the Dutch in Java
has some interest to the general public
at this time. The island, so far from
having been the scene of internal dls-
turbances during Dutch rule has been a

source of revenue to the governing
counhtry and has made steady
PrOETERS in  every direction. It
has yielded an annual 1 rofit

of $14,000,00¢ after paying all expenses.
This is all the more noteworthy he-
cause the conditions of Java are wvery
similar to those of the Philippine
islands. The soll and products are
practically alike, and the population
presents the same characteristics.

The citlef feature of Dutch rule In
Java seems to be this, that natlve
Na-
tive sultans and chlefs are Kept in thelr
poeitlons as long as they are loyal to
the home government. " To the natives
they appear to have full power, while
In reality they¥ are but servants to the
home authoritles. If they go beyond
thelr instructions they are summarily
dealt with. Reforms are Introduced
gradually.

According to the report, the Duteh In
Java move very slowly, and when some-
thing has been accomplished, It has
come about In such a way that nobody
knew how it happened. They pay the
natlve priests, support a large native
pollce forece, and rule by the hands and
mouths of the natives; but all the time
they have thelr own people on guard,
and no important move Is made with-
out their consent. Thus the people and
their chiefs are contented and happy,
and they keep them so by maintaining
a condition more favorable than they
could hope to maintain themselves.
They encourage a healthy morale by
permitting native and Furopean
soldiery to marry and lve together In
famdlies, and they never send a Dutch
official to the colonles unless he is en-
dowed with qualitles likely to improve
the conditlon of things. All their of-
ficlals must work, and work hard. The
profitable side of the account is trace-
able to the operations of the Nelther-
lands Trading company, which is only



